
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Date Event 

Mon 16th Dec Maths Challenge Week 

Tues 17th Dec Year 9 History London Trip depart at 6am from Park and Ride 

Weds 18th Dec Year 9 History London Trip depart at 6am from Park and Ride 

 Year 11 Mock Exam Results 

Thurs 19th Dec Christmas Showcase - School Hall 7.00pm-8.30pm 

Fri 20th Dec End of Autumn Term - school ends at 1.20pm 
 

 

Check below to see if you have been sent a letter/email this week 

Year Topic 

10 Monitoring Reports emailed 

11 Parents’ Evening Letter - Hard copy 

 
Christmas Showcase - Get your tickets 
Next Thursday 19th December is our annual Christmas Show, 
we will gather in the School Hall and enjoy watching a Park 
Variety Performance from our students.  
 
The festive programme will include the choir, solo singing 
performances, the Ukulele Band, the String Quintet, dancing, 
the Rock Band “Park Rocks” and so much more. 
 
We still have tickets available from Pupil Reception for £2.50.  
 

Please get your ticket soon as it is definitely an 
evening not to miss for all the family! 

 

 
 
  

 



 
 

Headteacher Update 
Knowledge Organisers 
This week students have been issued with the second set of Knowledge Organisers for the next cycle of teaching. 

Students have been asked to look after the Knowledge Organisers from the first cycle as this will help with revision for 

future assessments, quizzes and examinations.  

 

Monitoring Reports 
Students and parents/carers will be receiving a monitoring report shortly that shows a range of data; please read the 

accompanying letter which provides an explanation for the various grades and percentages.  The school overview shows 

that the Knowledge Organisers have had a positive impact on learning and applying new knowledge and content. 

However, just like the students, we have learnt from the first teaching cycles and have made minor adjustments to the 

homework, assessment and feedback processes.  Please take a few moments to read the inside covers of the new 

Knowledge Organisers to understand some of the changes made. 

 

It is clear that students who have tested themselves as part of their homework routines have made better progress than 

those who have not fully embraced the ‘learning/quizzing’ elements of Knowledge Organisers.  In school we will be 

working on this with students at the start of next term.  

 

Christmas Concert 
Thursday evening is our annual Christmas Concert.  Tickets are available from reception.  

 

Mock Election 
Park School students were busy voting yesterday in line with the General Election.  9HU were the first tutor group to 

return the vote.  Park students voted for an overall Labour majority, with the Liberal Democrats second, Green party 

third and conservatives following in fourth place.  Our thanks to Ms Duthuit for organising ‘Park Votes’ and being our 

returning officer.  

 

Girls into Engineering Opportunity 
We have been contacted by an ex-student who is now the Statutory Professor of Materials Engineering at Oxford 

University.  He has asked me to promote a free residential opportunity for 14-16 year old girls who may be interested in 

Engineering as a career.  Please see the information below. 

 

The Engineering Department at Oxford has just launched a new Engineering outreach residential course - Uncover 

Engineering. It is aimed at girls aged 14-16 years old who are interested in problem solving within the STEM subjects. 

Participants on this course will get a chance to take part in several hands-on workshops and practical sessions in the 

Department, with accommodation and meals provided at Somerville College. 

 

The cost of attendance is free. Applications for the course can be made up until 31 January 2020. Further information 

about the course, the application process and selection criteria can be found at https://www.eng.ox.ac.uk/uncover . 
 
STEM update 
Our congratulations to our STEM club who entered the Longitude Explorer competition.  Their idea and submission of an 
“Instaclean beach clean app” has been chosen as a semi-finalist for the Longitude Explorer Prize!  The team will travel to 
London to compete in the national semi-final during January 2020.  

School Angel 
Please don't forget to help our Friends of Park raise additional funds for school by completing your online shopping 

using our School Angel page.  This is a very quick and easy way to raise funds for school whilst undertaking your normal 

online shopping. 

https://www.eng.ox.ac.uk/uncover


 
 

 
 

Last day of Term arrangements 
As mentioned last week, the final day of term is Friday 20th December.  School will close at 13:20.  

Some school transport will arrive early on 20th December.  Stagecoach services will not collect early from Park School, 

students will need to walk into town to catch an alternative bus.  

 

Route No. Transport Provider Collection Times 

4059/001 Taw & Torridge Bus collect at 13:30 

4059/003 B-Line Taxi collect at 13:30 

4059/006 B-Line Taxi collect at 13:30 

4059/011 Go North Devon Bus no early pick up from Park School 

4059/015 Streets Bus collect at 13:30 

4059/021 Stagecoach Bus no early pick up from Park School 

4059/037 Streets Bus collect at 13:30 

4059/502 All Area Taxis collect at 13:30 

 

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher 
 
 
Foodbank Donations Needed - Deadline Wednesday 19th December 

 
When you do your next food shop, 
could you pop one extra item in your 
trolley. It doesn't have to cost very 
much - Tesco Baked Beans are 22p, 
Soup 24p, Rice 45p, Spaghetti tin 
35p, noodles 30p, Tinned Veg 15p. 
We are still collecting foodbank 
donations until Wednesday 18th 
December. All donations are much 
appreciated. 
 
Thank you so much to those who 
have already donated.  A big thank 
you also to Tescos for providing the 
trollies. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
District Rotary Young Chef competition Winner 

 
A big congratulations to Megan Burnell 10JS who was 
awarded First Place at the District Rotary Young Chef 
competition held at Petroc this week.  
 
Megan has cooked her way to the Regional Finals in 
the New Year with her award winning delicious menu 
of: 
 

● Pan fried asparagus with poached egg 
● Peppered duck with vanilla mash, wild 

 mushroom and pea ragout 
● Poached pear in white wine and honey  

 
Looks like the next Monica Galetti might be cooking 
Christmas dinner in the Burnell home! 
 
 
 

Climate Change: What can we do? 
 
The Young People's Trust for the Environment (YPTE) have put together lots of useful and accessible information 
on climate change and the role that families can play in tackling it.  
 
Please take a look at their website for more information. 
 
http://ypte.org.uk/content/climate-change-for-parents-the-facts  
 
 
Scomis Online Safety Newsletters December 2019 
Please find the link to the Scomis Online Safety Newsletter for December 2019 attached.  It provides up 
to date information about online safety. 
 
 
 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

 
Lost Property Day - 12th December 
We held a Lost Property Day on Thursday 12th 
December and displayed a very large collection of 
lost property which has accumulated during the 
Autumn Term. 
 
Unfortunately only a couple of lost items 
were claimed.  Could you help us reduce 
the amount of lost property and save you 
money at the same time, by naming your 
child's clothes and property, so that if your 
child loses something, we can let them/you 
know that it has been handed in. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://ypte.org.uk/content/climate-change-for-parents-the-facts
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/OLSNewsletterParentsDec2019.pdf


 
 
Park Community School Lottery 
Congratulations to Ms or Mr J who has won £33.60 on this week's lottery. 
If you think this may be you, please check your spam folder to see if you have received an email. 
 
A ticket costs £1 per week and 40% of the money raised goes to Friends of Park school projects. Each ticket will 
also enter you in TWO weekly draws:  
1. A jackpot prize draw for £25,000  
2. A £30 Guaranteed Local Prize Draw (this will go up as more tickets are sold)  
 
The lottery is a fun and effective way to raise money to improve our school. But we need your help to make the 
lottery the best it can be, so please support the lottery today - and who knows, maybe you’ll be the next £25,000 
winner!  
 
For more information and to sign up click here. 
 
 
 

MATHS INFORMATION 

 
Maths Twilight 
There is no Maths twilight on Wednesday 18th December for years 7 to 10. The sessions will start again 
in January. 
 
Maths Puzzle of the Week  

 
 
Each week the maths department 
issue a maths puzzle for students.  
 
The Puzzle Of The Week can be 
viewed on your child’s tutor group 
notice board as well as on display 
outside Maths 11.  
 
They should put their solution in the 
box in their Maths room by the end of 
the week for a chance of winning the 
weekly prize.  
 
Congratulations to week 13 winner 
Will Clarke 8DW 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school


 
 
Maths Formula of the Fortnight  

 
Formula of the Fortnight can be viewed on a poster in your child’s math classroom, there will be a new formula put 
up every other Monday. Your child’s challenge is to learn the formula each fortnight for the chance to win a termly 
prize. At the end of the term your child will have the option to have a go at remembering the previous Formula of 
the Fortnight from that term in a quiz for a chance to be entered into the prize draw.  
 
 

SCHOOL TRIPS 

 
Please ensure that you keep up to date with paying the instalments for any trips that your child has signed up for. 

Krakow - Poland Trip 
All payments should now be completed for this trip - if you have any problems with payment, please let us know. 
 
Year 9 London Trip 17/18th December 
Trip Information: 

● Ready to depart from the Park and Ride by the Sportshall at 6am.  
● Expected return to the Park and Ride at 9pm.  
● Please ensure clothing is appropriate (No political slogans or designer rips) 
● Please ensure sufficient food/drink - we will be stopping at the services on the way there and back but they 

are expensive.  
● Mobile phones may be brought.  
● Any travel sickness medication must be taken prior to departure and brought for return journey - this is the 

responsibility of the student. *( Speak to a staff member prior to departure if any concerns).  
● There is a small gift shop in both locations so spending money may be brought.  

 
Torquay Residential 
The deadline has now passed to apply for a place on this trip.  If you have not paid a deposit and you are interested 
in a place for your child, please contact the school. 
 
Please pay the next payment due on 31st January. 
 

 
Ski Trip 2020  
We still have limited places left on our April 2020 Ski Trip, if your son/daughter is interested 
they should pick up a letter from pupil reception and return the reply slip. It is a fantastic 
opportunity to experience something new, either skiing or snowboarding, or improve 
technique if they are more experienced.  
 
Videos of the Ski 2019 trip can be found by clicking below:  
Full Film - https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug  
Ski Fails - https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc  
 

If you need to know any more details, please do not hesitate to contact Mr James: ljames@theparkschool.org.uk or 
contact the school office. 
 
The next payment was due on 30th November.  All parents have been emailed a copy of the presentation that was 
shown at an information evening on Tuesday 3rd December.  A copy can also be viewed here. 

https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug
https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019skitrip.pdf


 
 
 
New York July 2020 
There is currently only one place available on the July 2020 New York trip, however there are only a few more 
weeks left where students can reserve a place on the trip before we need to confirm final numbers. A 
non-refundable deposit is required as soon as possible for £400.  
 
Students who are interested in the trip can pick up a letter from Miss Vidler or a link is provided here - New York 
Letter.  Any questions students should see Miss Vidler in Maths 6. 
 

KS4 INFORMATION 

 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
Students have been issued with the 
Parents Evening letter this week. 
The event is being held on January 
16th, 2020, please make a note in 
your diary. 
 
Apprenticeships 
Year 11 students and their 
parent/carers are invited to an 
information evening on 9th 
January, where information about 
apprenticeships and the application 
process will be available and also 
to give the opportunity for questions 
to be asked.  See flyer (left) for 
details.  For more information about 
apprenticeships please click the 
Hello Apprenticeship Parents’ Pack 
link. 
 
Year 11 Revision Session 
Timetable 
Please see link to the current Year 
11 Revision Session Timetable. 
This timetable has started, any 
future amendments will be 
uploaded on our website under the 
“Events” menu. It would be great if 
parents/carers could encourage 
their sons/daughters in Year 11 to 
attend these Revision sessions. 
 
 
 

YEAR 11 NCS 
NCS is for 16 and 17 year olds, to take part in social action projects and build skills for work and life. For more 
information and to sign up visit their website https://wearencs.com/ 
 
The NCS website has gone live and students are now able to sign up online! 
  

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/New%20YorkPayment%20Plan%20and%20Itinerary%20letter%202020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/New%20YorkPayment%20Plan%20and%20Itinerary%20letter%202020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Pack-December-2019.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTPsd4YeatVdWH7VU97eQjB6lHLh8SyB0wIFRd2DUkw8xKFuBKD-VyYHnyKrRgJA5s2dSnxWxr4AHIQ/pub
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTPsd4YeatVdWH7VU97eQjB6lHLh8SyB0wIFRd2DUkw8xKFuBKD-VyYHnyKrRgJA5s2dSnxWxr4AHIQ/pub
https://wearencs.com/


 
 
College Open Events 
Please visit the college websites for more information. 
 
Petroc College 
Wednesday 12th February 5-7.30pm  
Saturday 13th June 11am-1pm  

 
Exeter College 
Whole College Open Event - 15th January 2020 
Exeter College Showcase - 23rd April 2020 
 
Careers in Agriculture 
Has your child considered a career linked to Agriculture? 
Have a look at this interesting booklet to learn more about the range of careers within the agriculture industry. 

 
Year 11 College Interviews  
Invitations for interview are coming through. Students should sign out at Pupil Reception and bring evidence of their 
interview to sign out. This will save time getting permission to leave school. Students should take their Progress 
Folder with them to the interview and return it to their Tutor after the interview.  
Mrs Thomas - Careers Coordinator 
 
 

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 

 
YEAR 10 Work Experience 
If students have not heard from an employer they have written to,  they should contact the employer to ask if a 
decision has been made. If the student has not secured a placement then they need to use the database below to 
look for other placements. 
 
Students can adapt the letter they have already written and either post or email their letter. 
Students can access the database to look for placements used in  the past:    http://devon.learnaboutwork.org  
Log In Details: School Name: The Park Community School 
User Name: Park Student  
Password: 2121 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cdNKFsaf6FuIc6GDPCa1ViQzHJOxuqAe/view
http://devon.learnaboutwork.org/

