
 

6 January 2001 
GE/CLD 

 
 
Dear Student (and Parent) 

 

This must have been one of the most difficult weeks of your educational career to date; please rest                  

assured that you are utmost in our thoughts and considerations at this difficult time. Staff at Park are                  

acutely aware of the educational and emotional impact that COVID19 has had on you and your families.                 

We share your angst, worry and concerns. Your continued education with us and future aims, goals,                

careers and life opportunities remain at the top of our priority list. 

 

The announcement today, from the Secretary of State for Education, regarding summer exams will have               

generated many questions for you and your families. At this time we do not have many, if any, answers                   

to these but we will continue to work tirelessly on your behalf to find the facts, details and how we can                     

best support you. We hope you realise how much Park has already put into place to support you                  

following the last lockdown such as the additional period 4, extended lessons and the creation of Pods,                 

etc.  We will continue to put you at the heart of all decisions. 

 

We live in times of fast news and social media reporting where headlines are created to attract and grab                   

attention. You will know that many posts and articles, think Trump, are incorrect and can lead to                 

misinformation. The purpose of this letter is to provide facts and help your thinking. You may not be                  

aware that a recent Ipsos MORI Veracity survey rated teachers as the 4th most trusted profession                

behind nurses, doctors and engineers.  Propping up this ‘league table’ were politicians and journalists! 

 

What do we Know 

The Secretary of State for Education confirmed that GCSE, A and AS level exams will not go ahead this                   

summer. This means that the usual and expected round of examinations similar to our recent mock                

exams will not go ahead. He went on to say that the DfE will put their trust in teachers and schools. He                      

went on to say “Teachers and schools will use a form of teacher assessed grades”.  

  

“A form of teacher assessed grades” is a crucial statement. At this stage, no-one knows what this may                  

look like or how these grades may be calculated. They could be generated by staff using a range of                   

sources including past performance in lessons, tests, assessments, homework, mock exams and other             

 



 

assessments. Or, they could be based on a new assessment that is marked by staff and moderated                 

externally.  

 

At the moment no detail is available and the information, at best, is vague.  

 

What does this mean for you this week, next week and beyond? 

 

Exams Next Week 

We have made the decision to cancel the Cambridge National qualifications unit tests that were               

scheduled for next week. These were for Year 11 iMedia and Child Development students. Many               

centres have cancelled BTEC and vocational exams. We feel that to run these at this stage could treat                  

some of our students unfairly and would increase the risk of coronavirus infections in the school and                 

wider communities. 

 

Continuing Learning and Working 

We would strongly encourage all students to continue working through the online curriculum. This will               

have several benefits to you: 

 

● Currently, we do not know how grades will be awarded and may still require an assessment of                 

some type to be taken by you. By continuing to engage you are putting yourself in the best                  

position to achieve grades you deserve and will be proud of. 

● At some point we expect Year 11 students to return to school at Park. Stay on top of your work                    

to make returning to school easier. 

● Many of you will move to Post 16 courses. If you stop working now the step to A levels/BTEC’s                   

will be significant. 

● The knowledge and skills you will learn will benefit you in many different ways for many years to                  

come; make the most of this opportunity. 

● A routine, timetable and tasks to work through will support your wellbeing and mental health. 

● Schoolwork allows for a sense of purpose and belonging with connections to the school, your               

friends and your teachers. 

 

Mock Exam Results and Monitoring 

With the announcement today we have made the decision to ‘pause’ the release of year 11 Mock Exam                  

Grades and Monitoring. This is to ensure any data shared does not confuse or ‘muddy the water’ for                  

any Centre Assessed Grades process that may happen in the future. You will be aware of the raw or                   

percentage scores for your exams and this should help to provide feedback on your relative               

performance. As soon as we are able to release mock data and monitoring, we will share this with you.                   

We hope you understand this decision. 

 

 

 

 



 

Finally 

As a year group you have gone through so much already, the announcement today has dealt another                 

significant blow to your educational career which may appear overwhelming at this time. The staff at                

Park know you well. They know how resilient, adaptable, remarkable and amazing you are all. Our                

advice is to take things one day at a time, do not jump to any conclusions and wait for more information                     

from the school before making judgements and/or decisions. Stay positive, think about your previous              

achievements, your strengths and opportunities. This lockdown will end, COVID will be beaten soon and               

you are fortunate to have a long life ahead of you. Put effort, energy and commitment into this time                   

during lockdown to make sure you emerge the best person that you can be, giving yourself the best                  

opportunities for later life. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


