
THE PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL
Weekly Parent Bulletin
Week Commencing 3rd September, 2018 - Week 1

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date Event
Fri 20th July New York Trip Returns see timing below.

Torquay Trip Returns see timing below.
Mon 3rd Sept Inset Day
Tues 4th Sept Inset Day

Bude Residential Departs - See timing below
Weds 5th Sept First day of Autumn Term
Fri 7th Sept Bude Residential Returns - See timing below

FOOD AT PARK
The Autumn terms menu’s have 
been added to our website on our 
website food page.   
Main meals are £1.80, and 2 
courses are £2.30.   Breakfast club 
opens 8.15am-8.45am.

Park School is launching its whole school literacy policy in September: the aim is to ensure that across all 
subjects, students’ reading, writing and speaking and listening are being focused on.  

Click following link to Park’s Key Literacy Outcomes and Talk for Learning at Park posters.

Literacy is not just important in English, it is important in all subjects.  We believe that by ensuring high 
standards of literacy across the whole of the Park School curriculum students will become more confident in 
their writing, reading and speaking and listening leading to greater achievement for all.

Assistant Head Teacher Mr Hampton is leading on this so if you would like to know more please contact him.

PS.  If you want to give your child a head start for the new year, why not encourage them to pick up a book 
over the summer?

HEADTEACHER UPDATES

WHOLE SCHOOL LITERACY POLICY

Welcome to the final bulletin of this academic year.  Can I take this opportunity to thank all members of 
staff, students, parents/carers and members of our community for all their support this year.  We ended 
the term with some motivational and inspirational speakers presenting to Years 8 and 9 and can I quash any 
rumours surrounding my health that Year 7s may have started as a result of their CSI murder investigation 
day!

Our Spring/Summer Park News should have found its way home; please take time to read this amazing 
publication as it highlights the opportunities and talents of our community.

Wishing you all a relaxing and enjoyable summer break; we look forward to seeing you all at the start of the 
Autumn Term.

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/food-park
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Talk%20for%20learning%20poster.pdf


RESIDENTIAL DEPARTURE DETAILS
A reminder below of the departure and return times for our upcoming residentials. Please ensure you 
double check the times.

New York
Return to school at approx 15.30pm on Friday 20th July.

Barcelona Trip
Return to school at approx 01.30am on Saturday 21st July.

France Trip
Return to school at approx 01.30am on Saturday 21st July.

Torquay Trip
Return to school at approx 4.00pm on Friday 20th July.

Bude Trip
Meet at the Sports Hall at 7.00am on Tuesday 4th September: Departs at 07.30am.
Return to school at approx 4.00pm on Friday 7th September.

TRIP REMINDERS

The summer holiday is a popular time for visits from 
friends and family. If you know someone who is a 
former student of The Park Community School or 
The Barnstaple Grammar School please mention the 
ALUMNI and encourage them to join. 

The details are on our flyer.  Click image for a larger 
version

If you are a past student or know of anyone who would like to give 
something back to their old school or even just stay in touch and 
attend a reunion, then all you need to do is to get them to sign up at:
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/park

Past students can help in any of the following ways:
•  Talk to current students about what you’ve been up to since 
leaving.

•  Tell current students what you wish you could now say to reassure 
your 15 year old self.

•  Act as a mentor to current students (in person and/or  online).
•   Provide work shadowing or work experience opportunities for 
current students.

• Re-connect with your year group.
•  Be on a poster displayed in school “ I went to Park School and now 
I am ……..”

• Fundraise/Donate for a specific school need.
• Apply to become a Governor.
• Present awards for your House or Awards Event.

Are YOU a past student from 
The Park Community School/
Barnstaple Grammar School?

Could YOU contribute something back to your old 
school/community?

Could YOU help motivate and inspire current 
students?

Could YOU share your work and life experiences?

ALUMNI
Building a past-student community at Park School

THE PARK
COMMUNITY
SCHOOL

PARK ALUMNI

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Alumni%20Flyer.pdf


KS3 INFORMATION

We have issued a letter to all Year 8 students 
regarding adjustments to some class groupings that 
will take effect in Year 9.  Copy of the letter can be 
found here.  Year 9 Group Changes Letter

YEAR 8 LETTER
Students who have opted for GCSE Art and 
Photography.  Please make your payments for  
your Art sketchbook and folder or Photography 
Sketchbook and folder as soon as possible.

Please see the attached letters.
Art Sketchbook Letter
Photography Sketchbook Letter

Those students who bought a hard-backed book in 
Year 9 and have opted for Art GCSE only  need to 
purchase an A2 folder at this stage.

ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY

On Friday 16th March, forty-five 
talented Year 7 artists spent the day 
in the art department creating an art 
installation for the Year 7 quad. The 
group were split into two groups. The 
mosaic reef artists created flower-like 
sculptures from recycled glass, beads 
and ceramics, whilst the other group 
made funky sea
creatures from recycled plastics.

An 8 x 4 ft sheet of painted acrylic 
allows the viewer to look through the 
screen to view the delights of the
ocean on the other side! The 
students had a great day and the 
results are amazing.

YEAR 7 OCEANS SCULPTURE PROJECT

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Year%209%20Group%20Changes%20for%20lessons.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Art Sketchbook Letter 18.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Photography Sketchbook Letter 18.pdf


KS4 INFORMATION

YEAR 11 REVISION GUIDE - DONATIONS

Year 11 students have now completed all their exams.  
We would appreciate any donations of clean revision 
guides  to benefit our future students.

Apprenticeship Opportunity at:

Golds Hairdressers Barnstaple
2 Apprentices NVQ Level 2
4 Days Salon Based - 1 Day Petroc College
Contact Louisa Lang/visit Golds for an application 
form

YEAR 11 APPRENTICESHIP

Apprenticeship Opportunities at:

North Devon Homes Ltd
• 1 x Multi Skilled Apprentice (block release)
• 1 x Painter/Decorator Apprentice (day release)
• 1 x Plumbing Apprentice (day release)
(Click for job descriptions)

Two year Fixed Term Contract, £7,947 per annum 
(year 1)
Would you like to be a North Devon Homes 
apprentice?

If you are committed, enthusiastic and willing to 
learn about social housing, the North Devon Homes 
Apprenticeship Scheme could be for you.

You will work towards achieving a Level 2 NVQ 
Diploma, specialising in either roofing, exterior works 
and wet trades, painting and decorating or plumbing.

You will work with our qualified team of 
tradespersons, learning how to carry out a
wide range of quality repairs to domestic dwellings. 
Under the guidance of our experienced staff you will 
be able to explore your true potential and decide how 
to shape your career in the future.

You will attend Petroc College in Barnstaple on either 
a block release or day release basis during term time 
from September 2018.

Successful applicants will be required to complete a 
Basic DBS check. 

Closing date: 10am, Tuesday 7 August 2018
Interviews: Thursday 16 August 2018

YEAR 10

The English Department would like to remind Year 10 
students about the fantastic Shakespeare  workshops 
on offer in September. 

If your child has received a letter to attend either the 
Macbeth or the Romeo and Juliet workshop and they 
would like to take up the opportunity, you can still pay 
the deposit to secure their place on the trip.

YEAR 11 EXAM RESULTS DAY

GCSE examination results can be collected in person 
from the School Hall between 11.00am and 12.00 
noon on Thursday 23rd August.  Please see copy of 
letter given to all students, regarding collection of 
their results.

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Multi Skilled Apprentice Job Description 2018.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Painter Decorator Apprentice Job Description 2018.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Plumber Apprentice Job Description 2018.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Exam-Results-Collection-letter18.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Exam-Results-Collection-letter18.pdf


The notice below has been emailed out from the North Devon Autism Forum.  The SENDCo (Lorraine Stone) 
would like to highlight this to parents / carers of students requesting further autism support:

For those of you who are involved / work with parents who would benefit from receiving this information 
please let them know about this Course:-

*******PLEASE, PLEASE ******* take up the offer of this training if you possibly can. We trustees regularly 
hear from parents desperate for training to help understand our children and cope with their behaviours, 
yet after two weeks of over 70 invites going out to Northern parents who have previously applied for the 
old Cygnet course, only HALF have taken up a place. The staff running this are really experienced, it will be 
invaluable.

We know many of us have to also juggle work, but employers have a duty to be flexible with employees who 
are parents of a child with disabilities. Could your employer offer support to get you to this course?

The forum have badgered and badgered for training up North but due to a less than 50% take up by parent/
carers of diagnosed children up here, who have previously applied for Cygnet, the remaining spaces are now 
being offered to parents in West Devon, to fill seats.

Just to clarify ......

1. Cygnet course application forms should have been sent out, over the years, with all the other information 
in a pack once a child is formally diagnosed.

2. If you returned that form, you were then placed on a Cygnet Course waiting list.

3. Cygnet ran once a term, but has not always consistently run in the North and so this advertised course is a 
condensed version, over two days, in order to reach as many parents as possible.

The forum also appreciate that at the time of diagnosis, with such long waiting lists, it is a stressful, 
emotional, exhausting and frustrating time for most of us. We suspect that parents may well have put the 
Cygnet application form aside at the time and it has then been unintentionally forgotten or mislaid.

4. If you DID NOT actively return that form when you received it after diagnosis, then you will  NOT be on 
the Cygnet course waiting list and so will NOT have received an initial invite to the July event.

However, if you are in the North, you have not previously attended a Cygnet Course, your child has a 
diagnosis and you would like to attend this, or (if it fills up) any subsequent similar training, then PLEASE 
contact Sarah Brown on 01392 - 287239 Sarah.Brown2@babcockinternational.com to express your interest.

There has been much confusion amongst parents/carers, but you were NOT automatically placed on a 
Cygnet course waiting list when your child is diagnosed. You have always HAD to apply.

AUTISM COURSE


