
THE PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Weekly Parent Bulletin
Week Commencing 11th February, 2019 - Week 1

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date Event

Mon 11th Feb Finance Week Begins

Tues 12th Feb Netball Club Squad Only 

Weds 13th Feb School Council Meeting 12pm

Thurs 14th Feb Year 8 Science Ranger Russ visit 9.10-12.50am

Year 7-9 Rugby v Pilton (Home) 3.30-5pm

Friday 15th Feb Year 7 Exeter Art Trip 

North Devon Hospice Non-uniform Day

FOOD AT PARK
The Spring term menus have 
been added to our website on our 
website food page
Main meals are £1.80, and 2 
courses are £2.30.   Breakfast club 
opens 8.15am-8.45am.

HEADTEACHER UPDATE
Personally Owned Devices - Mobile Phones, Smart Watches, 
Tablets.  Governors have reviewed and updated the school 
policy concerning personally owned devices (PoD’s).  The 
new policy retains many of our existing expectations but has 
been updated to include smart watches.  These devices are 
becoming more popular and apparent within school.  Whilst 
the school acknowledges the need for many students to 
have PoD’s they are not allowed to be used in school.  This 
expectation extends to anywhere on the school campus, 
before, during or after school.  Staff will not seek out devices 
but if they are seen, heard or used they will be confiscated 
and returning only to parents at the end of the school day.  
This now applies to smart watches, where students overly use 
them during lessons.  All classrooms have clocks and the bells 
ring at set periods meaning students can manage without the 
need to constantly check a watch.  Some year 11 teachers 
may specifically allow the use of devices to aid learning.  Class 
teachers will make this explicit so students are in no doubt 
if phones can be used. Our students generally respect this 
rule and many appreciate the opportunity to escape devices 
during the school day.  A full copy of the updated policy will be 
available from our website next week.

I have previously mentioned planning underway in school 
to reorganise our curriculum and how we deliver different 
lessons.  Our planning work is now nearing completion and 
I hope to be able to share our thoughts and changes for 
September with students and parents after half term.  We 
would welcome dialogue from all parties and the opportunity 
to share the rationale and research behind these changes.  We 
will communicate and consult via letters home and also hold 
informal drop in sessions.  As always your views and feedback 
will be taken into consideration.

Year 11 students 
collected mock exam 
results this week.  
The aim of this 
session is to replicate 
the process in August 
when students will collect results for real.  Students have the 
opportunity to reflect on their grades and see which areas 
they need to concentrate on in order to collect final results 
of which they can be proud.  On Wednesday we saw a senior 
exam official talk to year 11 students about the GCSE English 
Language and Literature papers.  Whilst the presentation was 
long we hope that all students gained some useful insights and 
tips.

Many students entered the UK Maths challenge this week.  
This is part of a nationally organised competition test our very 
best mathematicians against other students across the county.  
We look forward to hearing of their progress.
 
Following the cancellation of two trips last (London & Eden 
project) week the staff have been seeking opportunities to 

LETTERS ISSUED THIS WEEK -  
BY STUDENT POST

Check below to see if your 
child should have a letter. 
 (Copy on website or click 

link)
Year Topic
11 Maths Target Sheet 

Google Form (emailed)

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/food-park


rearrange these.  Trying to find an appropriate space on our 
busy school calendar that also matches availability of the 
London Dungeons and the Eden project is proving tricky, 
however, staff are committed to re-run these trips.

Our latest edition of Park News went to press this week.  Look 
for your copy arriving via student post next week.  This is 
a great read and a chance to reflect on the huge variety of 
activities our students get involved in both in and away form 
school.

Have a great weekend, remember we break for half term next 
Friday, 15th February returning on Monday 25th on timetable 
week 2.

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher

NON-UNIFORM DAY - FRIDAY 15TH 
FEBRUARY

We are taking part in the North Devon Hospice - Pitch in a 
Pound event on Friday 15th February.  Students and staff take 
part by wearing non uniform and donating £1.

Visit www.pitchinapound.co.uk for more information.

FREE PARENT IT WORKSHOP

Through the organisation Positive People and in collaboration 
with Cosmic we have a free two-part workshop on the 28th 
February and 7th March from 4-6pm for parents who would 
like to have a better understanding of social media, online 
reputation, keeping your teen safe online by education and 
awareness. If interested please register with Mrs Freeman by 

Wednesday 13th February.

CHARITY NEWS

Guide Dogs for The Blind Collection
If you have too much small change, please remember we are 
still collecting loose change eg 1p, 2p, 5p in the tutor dog 
kennels for Guide Dogs and the competition to name and meet 
the puppy is still running until the end of the year. Thank You.
Mrs O’Callaghan

Carewise North Devon Young Carers Letter
We have provided a link to the kind letter from Carewise, 
thanking the school for our donation of £1175.27, raised on 
our last non-uniform day in December.
  
LOST PROPERTY SHOES
There are a number of lost property shoes currently being held 
in Pupil Reception.  If your child have lost any shoes, please ask 
them to check to see if we have them.  

PSHEE (PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH 
AND ECONOMIC EDUCATION)
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education is an 
important part of the curriculum for all students. There is a 
structured programme of personal and social development, 
encouraging healthy approaches to life, taught during Tutor 
time. The following topics will be covered on 13th February. 

YEAR TOPIC
Year 7 Active Citizen
Year 8 Finance

Year 9 Online well being
Year 10 Careers (EF magistrates visit)

Year 11 Revision

Anne Duthuit - PSHEE Coordinator

FRIENDS OF PARK 
UPDATE

Friends of Park raised the following:
• Treasure hunt - £194
• School of Rock - £255.81
They have supported the following:-
• Park Pride Badges £100
• The Greenpower go-kart project £250
• A new defibrillator £200
• Computing department robots £1974
• The Red Box project £100

Friends of Park have also agreed to give £500 to the Music 
Department for new keyboards and £500 to purchase a new 
water cooler which has been requested by the students, 
through School Council.

The next Friends of Park meeting is on 11th March at 7pm in 
the Conference Room, all welcome to attend.

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/CarewiseLetterJan19.pdf


MADRID TRIP - YEAR 9 AND 10
There are spaces available for the GCSE Spanish trip to Madrid, 
14th - 17th February 2020. The trip is a fantastic opportunity 
to practise listening and speaking in Spanish as well as 
experiencing the culture of this historic and interesting capital 
city. 

The trip is open to any Year 10 students who currently study 
Spanish, or Year 9 students who are hoping to study GCSE 
Spanish. Please see Miss Harvey in MFL1, or email aharvey@
theparkschool.org.uk if interested. Spaces will be open for a 
limited time.

BARCELONA TRIP
Could parents/carers please ensure you return the completed 
trip forms as soon as possible, to pupil reception.

FRENCH TRIP 2019
This week students attended a meeting for the 2019 French 
Trip.  Students were issued with two forms for parent/carers 
to complete.  Please kindly complete and return the forms to 
pupil reception as soon as possible.

NEW YORK JULY 2020
There is still time to apply for a place on this trip. A non-
refundable deposit is required as soon as possible for £200.  

For 

those that missed the New York Information evening, please 
see link to the New York 2020 Presentation
Students who are interested in the trip can pick up a letter 
from Miss Vidler or a link is provided here - New York Letter

GCSE MATHS REVISION CARDS
Tutor2u are offering their GCSE Maths (Higher) Revision 
flashcard packs for half the original price at £5.00.  You can buy 
them directly from their website, using the following link
https://bit.ly/2CtdXQj

YEAR 11 REVISION SESSION 
TIMETABLE
Please see link to the current Year 11 Revision Session 
Timetable. This timetable has started, any
future amendments will be uploaded on our website under 

the “Events” menu. It would be great if parents/carers could 
encourage their sons/daughters in Year 11 to attend these 
revision sessions.

YEAR 11 WELLBEING/MINDFULNESS 
CLUB  
Mrs Scott and Miss Barton will be running a well-being lunch 
group every Friday in room MFL3. Students can bring packed 
lunch or sandwiches.  

CAREERS ADVICE
www.careerpilot.org.uk
Careerpilot is an impartial website that will help parents/carers 
and students to explore further study and work options. There 
is helpful information when
choosing options at 14 such as GCSE choices, exploring job 
sectors, identifying skills and creating a profile. All Year 9 
students have used this website as part of the careers module 
leading up to their option choices.

Year 11 students have used this website to look at their options 
at 16, subjects and the jobs they may lead to. Information 
about Higher Education is helping students make choices 
between BTES, A levels or Apprenticeship routes.

There is a Parent Zone section on the website to answer 
parents’ questions about the choices available at 14, 16 and 
18. Careerpilot has been developed by the University of Bath 
and is free to use. 
www.parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent

CAREERS INTERVIEWS
Year 10 Careers Interviews with Natalie from Careers South 
West start on Wednesday 13th February. If any parent/
carer feels their child in Year 10 would benefit from a careers 
interview in the next few weeks, please email their name to 
Mrs Thomas (sthomas@theparkschool.org.uk).  

APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Click the link to download the January edition of the National 
Apprenticeships Service Parents’ Pack is full of resources, 
including what employers are really looking for, hobbies that 
look good on an application, apprenticeships in the Army, the 
social life of an apprentice article, and much more! 

Bosch Automotive Apprenticeship Programme
The Bosch Automotive Apprenticeship Programme registers 
approximately 350 apprentice vacancies all over the UK, Wales 
and Scotland each year.

They have already began to register a number of vacancies 
targeted to school leavers. If you have anybody who is looking 
to work in the Automotive Industry, they can apply online here. 

We offer hands-on roles in the workshop, Motorcycle roles and 
also Customer Service roles

Below are the links to our websites which have more 

KS4 INFORMATION

CAREERS

SCHOOL TRIPS

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/NewYorkMeetingPowerPoint-July2020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/New-YorkPaymentPlanItinerary2020.pdf
https://bit.ly/2CtdXQj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dNMh7-L1kyihGF64pufxK6rpksF0LmhP7VMcilHf7oM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dNMh7-L1kyihGF64pufxK6rpksF0LmhP7VMcilHf7oM/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk
http://www.parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2019/01/Parent-Pack-January.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2019/01/Parent-Pack-January.pdf


information about the apprenticeships.

Bosch:  http://aa-boschcommon-web.resource.bosch.com/
microsites/en/internet/apprenticeship_ww/startpage_1/
overview_apprenticeship.html#
Suzuki: http://www.suzuki-apprenticetraining.com/
Renault: https://life.renault.co.uk/careers/dealer-
apprenticeship-programmes/
IVECO: http://www.ivecotrucks-apprenticetraining.co.uk/

Skern Lodge Apprenticeship

KIRA FARM STUDENT 
SPONSORSHIPS
We have received communication from Amigos Worldwide 
regarding the two new students, we are sponsoring at 
Kira Farm, called Alafa and Winnie.  They have also sent us 
information about each student, which we will share with our 
students and have attached here for some interesting reading.

Alafa Kilugebe Profile
Winnie Babi Profile

Kira Farm will keep us informed of Alafa’s and Winnie’s 
progress and we will keep in touch with them too.

PE KIT SPONSORSHIP REQUESTS
Our sports team kits are looking a bit old and worn out, so we 
are looking to refresh the batch of kits that we currently have.   
We will be contacting local businesses shortly, to sponsor a 
team kit, so that our students can look smart and so feel good 
at every sporting event.  We are looking for sponsorship for the 
Netball, Football and Rugby kits for each year group.

If you would like to receive further information about 
sponsoring a kit, please email jgreenaway@theparkschool.org.
uk, or Tel: 01271 373131 and leave a message for P.E Teacher 
Mr Greenaway, to return your call.

SCIENCEDIPITY EVENT DETAILS
Saturday Science Club - Paper Capers.

2 hours hands-on fun & learning 
February 16th, 1-3pm at Barnstaple 
Library.
• Paper secrets - chromatography
• Paper magic - magic flowers activity
• Paper engineer - build toys from paper (take home)

Strong paper - an engineering challenge to build with (only) 
paper.

Booking is essential -http://sciencedipity.co.uk/saturday-
science-club/ or call/text 07847006048.

Suitable for all primary school-aged children, drop off 
workshop (but adults are welcome to stay).

Under 5s are welcome but must be accompanied by their 
grown-up.
£15 per child which includes all resources, take homes & 
refreshments.

Paper Capers is worth 2 points towards the British Science 
Association’s Superstar CREST Award.

COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Alafa%20Kilugebe.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Winnie%20Babi.pdf


Sponsor us to push our go-kart from 

Barnstaple to Instow on the Tarka Trail

 THE GO-KART 
SPRINT

Date Saturday 9 march 2019

T h e  p a r k  s c h o o l

S T E M  G u i l d

 
Start time 9 Am Barnstaple Tarka 

Trail

THE GO-KART SPRINT SPONSORSHIP REQUEST
Students of The Park Community School are participating in a project run through the STEM 
guild which inspires young people to be the engineers of the future.
 
The Greenpower project comprises of, building a go-kart, working in a team and then racing it 
against schools/organisations.    
                                                                                                                                                     
Key elements to our success are teamwork, initiative and fundraising to enable the project to 
keep going. So far we have received sponsorship from John Fowler, Class Charts and Siemens 
totalling up to £850 to date, we however still have a long way to go with a target of £1400!

On the 9th of March, we are planning a sponsored push of the go-kart from Barnstaple to Instow along the Tarka Trail. We are 
doing this to showcase our car, along with raising funds to support the project.  

So far we have assembled the chassis, attached the 
wheels, the steering mechanism and attached the 
wishbones; yet we still haven’t faced the most difficult 
challenge, which still lays ahead: attaching the motor 
and making it drive with a press of a button.

We are really excited to be part of this project and 
look forward to racing the car in the summer!

Students involved will be asking staff and students 
to sponsor the Go-Kart Sprint from Monday 4th 
February.  If parents/carers would like to sponsor 
the project directly, please get in touch with Mr 
Worsfold via email rworsfold@theparkschool.org.uk

Many thanks 

Mr Worsfold - Technology Teacher


