
SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Date Event 

Sat 14th March Ten Tors 8 (Dartmoor) 

Mon 16th March Year 10 Mock Exams - All week 

 GCSE Drama Moderation - All week 

 Maths Finance week in lessons All week. 

Tues 17th March U12 A&B Area Netball Tournament 1-4.30pm (Home) 

Weds 18th March Governors' Tea 3.30-4.30pm Dining Hall 

Fri 20th March Under 15s Girls Rugby Tournament (Chulmleigh) 

Sat 21st March Youth Speaks South West Regional Final (Exmouth Community College) 

 

Headteacher Update 

 

Covid-19 Update 

I am aware that it is an understatement to write that this has been a unique and interesting week!  The global nature of 

Covid-19 coupled with instant news updates and fast circulating hearsay and rumours have created a challenging 

environment for our community.  Breaking news late yesterday suggested that schools have been advised to cancel trips 

abroad, however, no dates have been issued and we need to seek confirmation from our insurance companies regarding 

claims and possible refunds before decisions can be taken.  We are in the process of writing to parents regarding the 

New York and Normandy trips, planned to depart in July. 

 

We have been contacted by a few parents enquiring about school closure.  We are aware of various rumours about Park 

School closing.  Any decision around closure will be made in consultation with the TLP and communicated to parents via 

an official email from the school and backed up by messages on our school website and official social media accounts. 

 

At school I have been pleased by the calmness and purposefulness of our students in response to coronavirus.  For many 

it has been business as usual with students modelling our values on a daily basis.  Students  have gone about school 

business as usual whilst taking onboard and acting on the advice to ensure they protect themselves and others.  As you 

would expect we have an emergency plan ready to put into action should the need arise.  

 

For more information regarding coronavirus please see the detailed letter in the bulletin this week and refer to our 

weekly bulletin last week.  

 

Governors’ Tea Event, Wednesday 18th March 

At the time of writing, this event will still continue.  We look forward to welcoming those invited. 

 



 

Teaching and Learning 

Mrs Nicholson, our exams officer, was really pleased with our year 10 cohort as they started exams this week.  Their 

approach and conduct in the exam venues was excellent. The remainder of school will start our second ‘assessment 

week’ next week with end of topic knowledge quizzes and assessments to check on the application of new knowledge 

from cycle 2.  The new Knowledge Organisers for cycle 3 have arrived in school and these will be issued soon.  As a 

reminder we have a non pupil day on 23rd March to allow staff to assess, review and plan for the feedforward teaching 

week 24th March to 27th March.  During this week we suspend our usual homework pattern to allow a break for 

students after the assessment week.  

 

Parent Governor Election 

We are seeking a colleague to join our governing body,  for more information please refer to this Parent Governor 

Letter.  If you require more information about this opportunity please contact our Clerk to Governors by email: 

wainscough@theparkschool.org.uk. 
 

Youth Speaks 

At the time of writing we are expecting to send our winning teams (Intermediate and Senior)  to the Youth Speaks South 

West regional final on Saturday 21st March. We wish them well. 

 

Chichester Road - Police parking checks 

I have regularly reminded parents in our weekly bulletin that for those parents who pick up/drop off students in cars 

that Chichester Road is a private road.  We have been consistently contacted by local residents who are worried about 

road safety due to the large volume of parents using this area and have today been contacted by the police. We have 

been advised that the police will now be making regular checks in this area and any offending vehicles may be 

ticketed. 

 

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher 

 

 

 

SCHOOL EVENTS 

Join us for a Family General Knowledge Quiz Night on Friday 27th March at 7pm in the Dining Hall. 

It will be a really fun night for the whole family (maximum team of 6 members, can be Student Teams, Adult Teams or 

Family Teams) 

 

Tickets are £10 per team and can be purchased from Reception. Or ring Tel: 01271 373131 to reserve a ticket.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AZswsTBTp0eYtj8JtnZxnEZUfgOG8rM8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AZswsTBTp0eYtj8JtnZxnEZUfgOG8rM8
mailto:awainscough@theparkschool.org.uk


 

 

TLP communication emailed to all parents/carers on 13th March, 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Coronavirus (COVID19) Parent Update 
 
 As I am sure you are aware the incidence of novel Coronavirus (COVID19) in the UK has 
significantly increased over the past week and that the Government confirmed yesterday afternoon that the country is 
moving to the ‘delay’ phase of infection control.  
The Tarka Learning Partnership Head Teachers and I are continuing to assess the level of risk and alter action plans to 
review at every stage the wellbeing of students and staff.  Schools are required to work under the government’s 
guidance.  We continue, as responsible schools, to further each child’s learning in an atmosphere of support and safety.  

I can confirm that there have been no confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection at any Tarka Learning Partnership schools. 

I have heard it stated many times that the COVID19 infection adversely affects the elderly and statements such as this 
often overlook both families who have an infirm parent or a child who may have short or long term health conditions. It 
is this group of children that we must take extra care of and therefore self-isolation for those with symptoms is critical. I 
ask that parents isolate children at home (guidance below) if they have some or all of the following symptoms: -  

● a new, continuous cough 

● difficulty in breathing 

● Fever 

 
Head Teachers reserve the right to insist on home isolation if children display the above symptoms and will monitor   the 
length of a child’s absence to ensure it meets the guidelines below.  Each school will examine future school trips in this 
country and community gatherings such as parent evenings, deciding locally as to the future of the event.  

Last week each school requested that each family travelling abroad this Easter or at any time before the summer term 
informs their child’s school by Friday 20th March using this response form.  Please take no further action if you have 
filled in this form.  Students who have travelled abroad to category one areas must self-isolate before returning to 
school.  I attach guidance for self-isolation.  Head Teachers reserve the right to insist on self-isolation to prevent further 
infection.  

The Government has been assessing future possible actions and may consider closure of schools.  Over the past month 
schools in the partnership have created a plan working within government guidance to plan for such a closure.  It is 
essential that we take proactive steps to minimise anxiety and support families if this decision is made.  

I would ask that each family, if you haven’t already, make a contingency plan to support your child should the school 
close.  If schools close, they may be shut for some time.  Any decision about closure will be taken by the Head Teacher, 
the Chair of Governors and myself following guidance by Public Health England.  A school may close overnight, so 
please check your email in box and school official social media accounts. 

Each Tarka Learning Partnership school has a detailed Emergency Plan for school closure and if the school closes school 
leaders will keep in touch with you and your family through the school’s communication systems to provide regular 
updates, including arrangements for re-opening.  

The Tarka Learning Partnership schools are committed to supporting our young people through this crisis and recognise 
the pressure this is placing on young people, parents and staff.  I want to take this opportunity to thank parents for your 
support and I know you will continue to communicate with us.  I will keep you updated with any further changes to our 
preparations or in response to advice.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Andy Cotton - CEO Tarka Learning Partnership 

https://forms.gle/wc5timbbi6Mimrtp8


 
 

Guidance on self-isolation 

What does self-isolating mean? 

If you have been told to self-isolate, you need to stay indoors and avoid contact with other people for 14 
days. 

It is important to follow the advice for the whole period, even if you do not have any symptoms. 

Do 

● stay at home 
● separate yourself from other people – for example, try not to be in the same room as other people at 

the same time 
● only allow people who live with you to stay 
● stay in a well-ventilated room with a window that can be opened 
● ask friends, family members or delivery services to carry out errands for you, such as getting 

groceries, medicines or other shopping 
● make sure you tell delivery drivers to leave items outside for collection if you order online 
● clean toilets and bathrooms regularly 
● think about a bathroom rota if a separate bathroom is not available, with the isolated person using the 

facilities last, before thoroughly cleaning the bathroom themselves 
● use separate towels from anyone else in the household 
● wash crockery and utensils thoroughly with soap and water; dishwashers may be used to clean 

crockery and cutlery 
● stay away from your pets – if unavoidable, wash your hands before and after contact 

Don't 
● do not invite visitors to your home or allow visitors to enter 
● do not go to work, school or public areas 
● do not use public transport like buses, trains, tubes or taxis 
● do not share dishes, drinking glasses, cups, eating utensils, towels, bedding or other items 

with other people in your home 
 

 

Park Gardening Club 

Gardening club is a space for growing 

food and flowers, it is a place to relax 

after a hard day at school and to make 

new friends whilst developing new 

skills.  The club is every Wednesday 

3.20-4.30pm. 

 

The students, together with Miss 

Harvey and Mrs Flesher had a busy 

afternoon this week sowing cabbage, 

cauliflower, beet leaf, radish, 

courgette, beetroot, lettuce and leek 

seeds. They also measured up the 

space and have grand plans! (Left 

image shows the space) 

 

 

 



 

FRIENDS OF PARK - FUNDRAISING 

 

There are three ways you can help raise funds for your school: 

1) School Lottery 

 

The lottery is a fun and effective way to raise money to improve our school. But we need your help to make the lottery 

the best it can be, so please support the lottery today - and who knows, maybe you’ll be the next £25,000 winner!  

 

For more information and to sign up click here. 
 

2) Easyfundraising 
 

 

 

 

 

We’re now registered with easyfundraising, which means you can help us for FREE. Over 4,000 shops and sites will 

donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself!  

 

All you need to do is sign up and remember to use easyfundraising whenever you shop online. It’s easy and completely 

FREE! These donations really mount up, so please sign up to support us, we already have 10 supporters who have raised 

£12.34. 

How to get started 

Via a computer go to: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/theparkcomschldevon/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&

utm_content=en-n1 

Using your phone download the APP - search for “Easyfundraising”.  Sign up and start shopping. 

 

3) Amazon Smile 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support a charity of your choice every time you shop, at no cost 

to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as amazon.co.uk, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 

your selected charity.  

How to get started 

1. Go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

2. Click Get Started at the bottom of the page. 

3. Select Park School as your chosen charity by entering “The Park Community School”. 

4. In the search results select “The Park Community School Barnstaple - Friends of Park”. 

5. Tick the box - Yes, I understand that I must always start at smile.amazon.co.uk to support The Park Community 

School Barnstaple - Friends of Park. 

6. When you shop online using Amazon - always go to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/  

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/theparkcomschldevon/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n1
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/theparkcomschldevon/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=en-n1
http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

SPORTS RESULTS 

 

North Devon Rugby Festival 

On Friday 28th February Mr Blanchard and 

Miss Whiskin took fifteen U13 girls to the 

North Devon rugby festival. In absolutely 

horrendous conditions, they played 

brilliantly, winning all but one of their 

games. There was fantastic leadership from 

captain and vice captain, Reece Williams and 

Faye McKenzie, and some amazing resilience 

from the whole team. They have qualified 

for the next round (Devon Finals) which will 

be arranged after the Easter break. 

 

 

 

 

North Devon Netball Tournament 

On Wednesday 4th March our year 8 team 

had their North Devon Netball Tournament. 

Another sporting fixture taking place in 

awful conditions the girls played really well. 

We had an A and a B team tournament 

running alongside each other. The A team 

finished 4th in their tournament, with the B 

team winning theirs by a long way. Well 

done girls! 

 

 

  

 

UKCAU Cross Country Inter Counties 

Championships  – Loughborough 

This a national cross country competition 

between county teams held at 

Loughborough on Saturday 7th March. 

 

Two students attended the Championship, 

there were 293 runners and forty counties 

competing.  

 

In the Under 13 Boys race, Year 7 student 

Christopher Oliverira managed an 

incredible 8th place. He was the top year 7 

runner.  

 

Year 8 student Max Standon achieved an 

awesome 58th place in the Under 13 Boys 

race (4th place in the Devon team) this 

helped the Devon team WIN the trophy. An amazing result for the team! 

 



 

SCHOOL TRIPS 

 

Please ensure that you keep up to date with paying the instalments for any trips that your child has signed up for. 

 

Torquay Residential 

Please return the medical form issued to students last term as soon as possible.  The next instalment is also due for this 

trip. 

 

Ski Trip 2020 

It is with regret that we have no option but to cancel the School Ski trip to Italy, due to depart on March 28th 2020 

Link to Letter emailed to parents on 11th March. 

 

Ski Trip 2021 

This trip is now full. 

 

Ski Trip 2022 

We will soon be advertising places for the 2022 trip. We will let you know when the letter is available. 

It is a fantastic opportunity to experience something new, either skiing or snowboarding, or improve technique if they 

are more experienced.  

 

Videos of the Ski 2019 trip can be found by clicking below:  

Full Film - https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug  

Ski Fails - https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc  

 

If you need to know any more details, please do not hesitate to contact Mr James: ljames@theparkschool.org.uk or 

contact the school office. 

 

 

MATHS INFORMATION 

 

Maths Puzzle of the Week  

 

Each week the maths department issues a maths 

puzzle for students.  

 

The Puzzle Of The Week can be viewed on your 

child’s tutor group notice board as well as on 

display outside Maths 11.  

 

They should put their solution in the box in their 

Maths room by the end of the week for a chance 

of winning the weekly prize.  

 

The winner for week 22 was Leo 
Moran-Williams 8JG 
 
The winner for week 23 is Harry Lucas 10NY 
 

 

 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Ski-trip-Easter-2020.pdf
https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug
https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc


 

CAREERS (YEAR 9,10 AND 11) 

 
 

 

KS4 INFORMATION 

 

Year 11 GCSE Exam Timetable 

Copy of the GCSE exam timetable is on our  website under the “Events” menu.  A link to the timetable is also provided 

here. 
 

Year 11 Revision Session Timetable 

Please see link to the current Year 11 Revision Session Timetable uploaded on our website under the “Events” menu. It 

would be great if parents/carers could encourage their sons/daughters in Year 11 to attend these revision sessions. 

 

Year 11 College Interviews  

Invitations for interview are coming through. Students should sign out at Pupil Reception and bring evidence of their 

interview to sign out; this will save time getting permission to leave school. Students should take their Progress Folder 

with them to the interview and return it to their Tutor after the interview.  

 

Year 10 Mock GCSE & BTEC Exam Timetable 

A copy of the Year 10 Mock and BTEC timetable can be found here and on our website under the “Events” menu. 

 

Year 11 College Open Events 

Please visit the college websites for more information. 

Exeter College 
Exeter College Showcase - 23rd April 2020 

Kings College - Taunton 
Open Day 21st March - 10am 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/GCSE-Student-Examination-Timetable-2020.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTPsd4YeatVdWH7VU97eQjB6lHLh8SyB0wIFRd2DUkw8xKFuBKD-VyYHnyKrRgJA5s2dSnxWxr4AHIQ/pub
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Y10-Mock-and-BTEC-Exam-Timetable.pdf


 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 

School Direct Initial Teacher Training Programme 

North Devon Teaching School Alliance are holding an Open Evening 

on Wednesday, 25th March 2020 at North Devon Teaching School 

Alliance, Beach Road, Woolacombe, Devon, EX34 7BT.  If you are 

interested in finding out more, please read the Are you interested 

in becoming a Teacher Letter and view the flyer below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/NDTSA-Parent-letter-March2020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/NDTSA-Parent-letter-March2020.pdf


 

 


