
Headteacher update

Positive attitudes to changes
It has been a very busy start to term for all at Park.  We now have over 1400 students with us and I am delighted that the 
overwhelming majority have returned or joined us with a great attitude to learning and are responding very positively to our 
recent changes.

The Knowledge Books and Workbooks are proving popular with many students and parents. As with any new system it will take 
some people longer than others to adapt to change.  Rest assured, we are working to support every student to understand the 
new style homework.  Many of the students I have talked to are able to complete a homework during prep time and they like the 
way homework is structured to allow them to plan for activities outside of school.  To date we have a homework completion rate 
of 99%.  My thanks to parents for supporting this.

Students have proved that they can meet our expectations for uniform, punctuality and behaviour.  We are aware of a few 
concerns over the length of skirts.  We are currently discussing this issue with students and seeking a ‘common sense’ approach 
to this.  Currently our expectations are for skirts not to be rolled making them too short.

I have spent a great deal of time talking with students this week.  In the main they appreciate the work of staff and the school 
and that our high expectations are to support them and improve the culture and climate in the school.  What is pleasing is that 
many students report the new systems are fair and consistent; an issue which students felt needed addressing.

School clubs
As always at Park we offer a range of activities to engage students outside of lesson time.  A full list of clubs is available here, 
and via our website, under the ‘Students’ menu.  Our Bude residential is an example of this, where Year 10 students undertake a 
range of activities that support our core values and allow students to undertake personal challenges in a supportive environment.  

Support from parents
On Tuesday evening it was a pleasure to welcome a large number of new parents into school for our Parent Partnership meeting 
where Mr Tamlyn presented an overview of our new curriculum and the purpose of Knowledge Books.  Our Parent Partnership 
group is a great way to gain more information about Park and meet other new parents.  Thursday evening saw our Year 10 
Transition Evening with information about the new style GCSEs and many top tips on how to support your son/daughter.  Again it 
was pleasing to see this event well attended.  
At Park, we are lucky and appreciate the support of parents at many school events and activities.  Our PTA group, Friends of Park, 
also held their first meeting of the year this week.  They are always happy to welcome new members.  This year to support the 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date Event

Tues 10th Sept Parent Partnership Session 2 - 7.00pm-8.00pm - Conference Room.
Thurs 19th Sept Open Evening 5.45pm-8.15pm - School Hall
Sun 22nd Sept Ten Tors Practice 1

FOOD AT PARK
To view the menus click on our 
website food page
Main meals are £1.80, and 2 
courses are £2.30.   Breakfast 
club opens 8.15am-8.45am.

Check below to see if you have 
been sent a letter/email this 

week
Year Topic

7 Class Chart log-in details 
for Parents/carers

Has your phone number, email address or home address 
changed recently?

Please ensure you keep us up to date with any changes to your contact details.
Tel:  01271 373131 or admin@theparkschool.org.uk

It is important we have your correct mobile number in case our first aiders needed to 
contact you.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vTShRz0kqlVVPMpiUZ2HlYfW7VBahWSTTA3aiQ8TX_gdnhNd2kJ7w6rHVbEi_ZkyuVnKMpD6cq1ie9J/pubhtml?gid=0&single=true
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/food-park
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school, Friends of Park have set us up with Your School Lottery.  It is quick and easy to join and will also raise funds for the school.  
Please search Your School Lottery and enter Park School to sign up.  Those taking part have a chance of winning £25,000 every 
week.

Coming up next week
Next week is a timetable Week 1; please check timetables carefully for the right lessons and equipment.  As a reminder the 
School Open Evening will be on Thursday evening; we are expecting a busy evening.
 
The school has been contacted by North Devon Police and have been asked to relay this message.
 
“North Devon Police have received information to suggest that young people from schools in the local area have arranged to 
meet at Barnstaple Carnival & Fair with a view to fighting.   Intelligence Officers have been made aware that knives and other 
weapons may be taken to this event.  North Devon Police have zero tolerance for violence and weapons. The Police have the 
ability to stop, detain and search any person reasonably suspected to be carrying weapons and have the ability to disperse large 
groups causing issues.  It is an arrestable offence to carry knives or other weapons and to ignore any direction to leave.  Any 
offenders will be dealt with robustly and will have the full weight of the law levied against them.
 
If you are going to the carnival or fair, by all means go and have a great time, and enjoy yourselves. Do not do anything that will 
have an effect on the rest of your lives or someone else’s.”

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher

Parental Consent Form for offsite activities
Every student was issued with a letter this week regarding the consent form required to enable students to attend trips and 
activities, please kindly ensure you complete and return the form to pupil reception by Wednesday 18th September.

Donations of Trainers for Spare Kit
We would appreciate any donations of old trainers for spare kit. We are always low on the smaller sizes, child size 1/2/3/4, 
however any sizes would be much appreciated. 

KS4 INFORMATION

YEAR 10 TRANSITION EVENING
We held the Year 10 Parent Information Transition Evening on Thursday 
and would like to thank the parents and students who attended.

Topics covered were high expectations, standards, the pressure of GCSE’s, 
the importance of working hard to get the grades you deserve and home/
school communication.

Please see link to the powerpoint presentation shown during the event.

Work Experience Year 11
The final date for completing and handing in their work experience diary 
and paperwork for certification is Friday 20th September.

Work Shadowing - Year 10
There is still time to return their Year 9  Work Shadowing Booklets to Pupil 
Reception for certification. Final date for handing this in is Friday 20th 
September.  Thank you for all the booklets handed in last term. 

VISIT US AT ONE OF 
OUR OPEN DAYS...

NORTH DEVON CAMPUS

WEDNESDAY 16 OCTOBER 2019  5PM - 7.30PM

SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2019 11AM - 2PM

SATURDAY 13 JUNE 2020   11AM - 1PM

petroc.ac.uk
GO FURTHER IN LIFE

Register online at www.petroc.ac.uk/open-events

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Year%2010%20Parent%20Information%20Transition%20Evening%202019.pdf


NEW PARENT/CARER WEEKLY SESSIONS
DON’T MISS THE SECOND SESSION ON TUESDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER

 7.00PM - 8.00PM CONFERENCE ROOM

At the start of the new school year, weekly sessions are arranged to offer our new parent’s/carers helpful information and advice 
on various topics - please see a copy of this year’s flyer below for more information about the sessions.

When you arrive for a session, you can park your car in the staff car park and a member of staff will meet you at our old 
reception entrance at the North block and show you where to go.  Look out for the signs!

We hope that all new parents have received a copy of this Flyer.  The full printable version is available on our website on the 
Parent Partnership page under the “Parents” menu,  or click the following link.  Parent Partnership Flyer 2019

Click 
image

to go to 
website

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/parent%20partnership_flyer%202019.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zh4wy9q/starting-secondary-school/1?dm_i=3YNL,RUJC,2M539S,2W2YU,1
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PLEASE REMIND FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF OUR OPEN DAY EVENTS FOR YEAR 5/6 PUPILS

Donations Needed For Thrift Uniform And PE kit
We would really appreciate any donations of good condition items e.g. blazers, jumpers, skirts, trousers, shirts and new style PE 
kit, to make available as Thrift.

Class Charts
Year 7 students have now been issued with their log-in details.  Parents/carers and students can login via the 
internet on a computer, smart phone or tablet either using a web browser or through the app which can be 
downloaded.  Parents/carers should also have their log-in details now, we have included a Quick Start guide.

During next week we will also email new parents/carers log-in details to view the Class Charts information.  

SCHOOL TRIPS
Please note all cheques should now be made payable to ‘The Park Community School’ and not ‘Devon County Council’.
Please ensure that you keep up to date with paying the instalments for any trips that your child has signed up for.
New York July 2020
There are still places available on the July 2020 New York trip, however there is only a few more weeks left where students can 
reserve a place on the trip before we need to give final numbers. A non-refundable deposit is required as soon as possible for 
£400.  For those that missed the New York Information evening, please see link to the New York 2020 Presentation
Students who are interested in the trip can pick up a letter from Miss Vidler or a link is provided here - New York Letter.
Any questions see Miss Vidler in Maths 6.
Ski Trip 2020
If your child is interested in reserving a place on the April 2020 Ski Trip, they should pick up a letter from pupil reception and 
return the reply slip.  It’s a fantastic opportunity to experience something new, either skiing or snowboarding, or improve 
technique if they are more experienced.
Videos of the Ski 2019 trip can be found by clicking below:
Full Film - https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug
Ski Fails - https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc

https://www.edukey.co.uk/static/quickstart_guides/Quick_start_for_parents.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/NewYorkMeetingPowerPoint-July2020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Payment%20Plan%20and%20Itinerary%20letter%202020.pdf
https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug
https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc
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MATHS PUZZLE OF THE WEEK – Week 2 
Put your solution in a Maths Puzzle Box by the end of Friday 20th September 

for a chance of winning the weekly prize. 
 

Here are three number cards. 

  

There is a whole number on the back of each card. 

The number on card A is three times the number on card B. 
The number on card C is twice the number on card A. 
The sum of the numbers on all three cards is 120. 

Work out the number on each card. 

 
 

 

The Maths Puzzle of the Week can be viewed on your child’s tutor group noticeboard as well as on display outside Maths 11. 
They should put their solution in the box in their  Maths room by the end of the week for a chance of winning the weekly prize.
Congratulations to week 1 winner Finley Body 10CK

COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION

Give Volleyball a go! 
 

Saturday 14th September 
9.30- 11.00 

 

Year 4 to Year 10 boys and girls 
 

North Devon Leisure Centre 
 

Whether you’ve played before or have never even touched a volleyball you are all welcome. 
Our coaches will run you through some fun drills and volleyball skills. 

No need to book, just turn up on the day and it’s free! 
 
Our Head Coach, Matt Rhymer will be joining us. Matt started playing volleyball at secondary school; 
he’s gone on to achieve great things and is currently the England Junior Women’s Head Coach.   
 
 

We have players from our club who 
currently play for: 
 

 our teams in the South West league 
 our team in a National league 
 the junior South West squads 
 the England Cadets, England Junior and 

England Senior teams 
 

Many of these players started here at our 
Saturday Morning Club! 

 
All our coaches are DBS checked and Volleyball England qualified. 
Parents are welcome to stay or leave - if you intend to leave, please ensure you see one of our coaches to fill in a form. 
Our Saturday morning sessions run during term time from September to Easter, then we move onto the beach.  Details will be 
available on the day.  
If you have any questions please contact Becky Spencer at beckster_s@yahoo.com 

 

An evidence– based course for managing behaviour, promoting ef-
fective communication and positive relationships within families 

and adolescents aged 11 to 16 years. 

Starting Friday 4th October 2019 at 10:00 –12:30 

At The Park School Barnstaple EX32 9AX 

For 9 sessions ( every Friday but not in the school holidays) 

Refreshments will be provided 

For more information please email: 

sisaac@theparkschool .org.uk or phone 373131 


