
THE PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Weekly Parent Bulletin
Week Commencing 25th February, 2019 - Week 2

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date Event

Mon 25th Feb Y10 Exeter Science Fair

Tues 26th Feb ND Rugby 7s at West Buckland, leave at 9.30am - return at approx 
3.10pm

Weds 27th Feb U13 ND Indoor Volleyball Competition 4-6pm

Thurs 28th Feb Year 7 Girls Football at Torrington 3.30pm-6pm

Free IT Parent Workshop Part 1 at Park 4-6pm

Friday 1st Mar U14 Hockey ‘pitch up & play’ 3.45-4.45pm at Park

Year 11 NCS Assembly 

FOOD AT PARK
The Spring term menus have 
been added to our website on our 
website food page
Main meals are £1.80, and 2 
courses are £2.30.   Breakfast club 
opens 8.15am-8.45am.

HEADTEACHER UPDATE
This half term seems to have flown by.  If you have received 
your copy of Park News you’ll be aware of the many activities 
that students and staff have been involved with over the past 
few months.  If you haven’t received your copy you may want 
to look at the bottom of school bags!

We had a very positive School Council meeting this week.  Due 
to Student Voice we are installing another water fountain 
over the half term break. Four sets of toilets will also be 
redecorated over half term.  Another piece of feedback from 
students was to introduce fixed times for canteen opening.  
From March 4th the canteen will stop service at 1.30pm 
and 1.25pm for the fast food area. We are also reducing the 
overdraft limit to £2.30 so can you please check student 
balances online over half term and make sure accounts are in 
credit.

When we return, on 5th March we will welcome Links for Life 
to present to our year 9 female science students.  They will use 
the life of Lise Meitner to inspire our young scientists of today.

We look forward to welcoming students back on Monday 25th 
February, timetable week 2.

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher

LOST PROPERTY SHOES
There are a number of lost property items, especially shoes 
and coats, currently being held in Pupil Reception.  If your child 
have lost an item that was unnamed, please ask them to check 
to see if we have the item. 

STAGECOACH BUS NUMBER 815
We have been informed by Stagecoach that after reviewing 
the service provided by Stagecoach Number 815, they have 
decided in order to improve service reliability, they will adjust 
the timetable, from Monday 25th February the new bus times 
are as follows:

Bideford Quay:   07:31
East the Water, Alverdiscott Road: 07:38
Instow, Anstey Way:  07:47
Fremington New Inn:  07:55
Bickington Garage:  08:01
Barnstaple Railway Station: 08:09
Barnstaple Bus Station arrive: 08:16
Barnstaple Bus Station depart: 08:17
Park School:   08:29
 

KS3 INFORMATION
YEAR 8 INTO 9 MINI OPTIONS
As part of our curriculum we ask year 8 students to chose 
mini-options.  This process involves them selecting the subjects 
that they love to do and we then give them more time doing 
them.  Each student needs to select the language they wish 
to continue into Year 9 and three further options.  This may 
include a second language, PE, creative or expressive arts 
options.  Please see the link to the booklet which outlines the 
curriculum covered in each subject.  Forms have  been given 
out by tutors and we would like all completed forms returned 
to the tutor by the 26th February.  

If there are any questions about this process, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Mr Lewin -  Assistant Headteacher.  
rlewin@theparkschool.org.uk

LETTERS ISSUED THIS WEEK -  
BY STUDENT POST

Check below to see if your 
child should have a letter. 
 (Copy on website or click 

link)
Year Topic

8 Mini Options Email

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/food-park
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Y8%20Options%20Booklet.pdf


FREE PARENT/CHILD IT WORKSHOP

Through ‘Positive People’ and in collaboration with Cosmic we 
are hosting a free two-part workshop on the 28th February 
and 7th March from 4-6pm for parents and child, who would 
like to have a better understanding of social media, online 
reputation, keeping your teen safe online by education and 
awareness. If interested please register with Mrs Freeman 
by email sfreeman@theparkschool.org.uk by Monday 25th 
February.

INTERNET SAFETY AWARENESS
We would like to share with you a link to an interesting blog 
by a parent with teenage daughters, about their experience of 
phone use/screen time and social media .

Link to teenage phone use blog
  
PARK PRIDE CAKE SALE
The LGBT group celebrated LGBT History Month by holding a 
cake sale this week.  A big thank you to everyone that donated 
the cakes.  The sale of cakes, badges and a tombola raised an 
amazing £115.

SCHOOL TRIPS

Please note all cheques should now be made payable to ‘The 
Park Community School and not ‘Devon County Council’.

MADRID TRIP - YEAR 9 AND 10
There are spaces available for the GCSE Spanish trip to Madrid, 
14th - 17th February 2020. The trip is a fantastic opportunity 
to practise listening and speaking in Spanish as well as 
experiencing the culture of this historic and interesting capital 
city. 

The trip is open to any Year 10 students who currently study 
Spanish, or Year 9 students who are hoping to study GCSE 
Spanish. Please see Miss Harvey in MFL1, or email aharvey@
theparkschool.org.uk if interested. Spaces will be open for a 
limited time.

BARCELONA TRIP
Could parents/carers please ensure you return the completed 
trip forms as soon as possible, to pupil reception.

FRENCH TRIP 2019
Could parents please ensure they complete and return the two 
forms to pupil reception as soon as possible.

NEW YORK JULY 2020
There is still time to 
apply for a place on this 
trip. A non-refundable 
deposit is required as 
soon as possible for 
£200.  

For those that missed the 
New York Information 
evening, please see link 
to the New York 2020 
Presentation
Students who are 
interested in the trip can 

pick up a letter from Miss Vidler or a link is provided here - 
New York Letter

BUDE/TORQUAY RESIDENTIAL
Could parents/carers kindly ensure you keep up to date with 
the regular monthly instalments.

FRIENDS OF PARK

SCHOOL OF ROCK - DVD

A DVD has been created for our 
students amazing ‘School of Rock’ 
performance, in December.

On behalf of Friends of Park they will 
be available for sale at £5 per DVD in 
a clam shell case with graphic design 
on the DVD surface. (providing we 

receive orders for the minimum order quantity of 50)

We would like to establish how many copies are required, 
before we place an order - if you would like a DVD, please 

https://bit.ly/2Eex16X
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/NewYorkMeetingPowerPoint-July2020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/NewYorkMeetingPowerPoint-July2020.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/New-YorkPaymentPlanItinerary2020.pdf


complete the google form, to reserve your copy.
DVD ORDER FORM

Please respond by Sunday 24th February.

DVD ‘s will be produced in-house if the response is low (no 
design printed on the DVD surface).

When ready DVD’s will be available for collection from the 
School Office.

Many thanks

Friends of Park

CHARITY NEWS

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 
COLLECTION
If you have too much small change, please remember we are 
still collecting loose change eg 1p, 2p, 5p in the tutor dog 
kennels for Guide Dogs and the competition to name and meet 
the puppy is still running until the end of the year. Thank You.
Mrs O’Callaghan

NORTH DEVON HOSPICE NON 
UNIFORM DAY
On our last day before we break up for Half Term we held a 
non-uniform day for staff and students.  Those who took part 
donated £1, which so far has raised an amazing £1154.89 in 
total.

KS4 INFORMATION

YEAR 10 WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITY
Calling all year 10 students  - Are you interested in learning 
more about artificial intelligence? There is an opportunity for 
year 10 students to attend a residential at Exeter University 
8th-11th April for £165.  It is aimed at year 10 students whose 
parents have had no university experience.  

Students will take part in projects where they will explore the 
world of artificial intelligence, a branch of science which deals 
with helping machines to find solutions to complex problems 
in a more human-like fashion.  Please see or email Mrs Mills if 
you are interested and meet the criteria.  
Email: amills@theparkschool.org.uk

GCSE MATHS REVISION CARDS
Tutor2u are offering their GCSE Maths (Higher) Revision 
flashcard packs for half the original price at £5.00.  You can buy 
them directly from their website, using the following link
https://bit.ly/2CtdXQj

YEAR 11 REVISION SESSION 
TIMETABLE
Please see link to the current Year 11 Revision Session 
Timetable. This timetable has started, any
future amendments will be uploaded on our website under 
the “Events” menu. It would be great if parents/carers could 

encourage their sons/daughters in Year 11 to attend these 
revision sessions.

YEAR 11 WELLBEING/MINDFULNESS 
CLUB  
Mrs Scott and Miss Barton will be running a well-being lunch 
group every Friday in room MFL3. Students can bring packed 
lunch or sandwiches.  

CAREERS ADVICE

YEAR 10  - CAREERS IN THE NHS
As part of Apprenticeship Week please be aware of a Careers 
in the NHS information event on Friday 8th March at North 
Devon District Hospital. The visit will consist of an afternoon 
of lectures by staff within the hospital covering Radiology, 
Theatres, Podiatrist, Physiotherapist, Nursing, Administration.   
This does not include Doctors, as this talk is available in Year 
11.

Letters are available from Pupil Reception, to be returned by 
Thursday 28th February 2019. 8 places are available.

CAREER PILOT
www.careerpilot.org.uk
Careerpilot is an impartial website that will help parents/carers 
and students to explore further study and work options. There 
is helpful information when
choosing options at 14 such as GCSE choices, exploring job 
sectors, identifying skills and creating a profile. All Year 9 
students have used this website as part of the careers module 
leading up to their option choices.

Year 11 students have used this website to look at their options 
at 16, subjects and the jobs they may lead to. Information 
about Higher Education is helping students make choices 
between BTES, A levels or Apprenticeship routes.

A Parent Zone section exists on the website to answer parents’ 
questions about the choices available at 14, 16 and 18. 
Careerpilot has been developed by the University of Bath and 
is free to use. 
www.parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent

CAREERS INTERVIEWS
Year 10 Careers Interviews with Natalie from Careers South 
West start on Wednesday 13th February. If any parent/
carer feels their child in Year 10 would benefit from a careers 
interview in the next few weeks, please email their name to 
Mrs Thomas (sthomas@theparkschool.org.uk).  

APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Click the link to download the January edition of the National 
Apprenticeships Service Parents’ Pack is full of resources, 
including what employers are really looking for, hobbies that 
look good on an application, apprenticeships in the Army, the 
social life of an apprentice article, and much more! 

BOSCH AUTOMOTIVE APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMME
The Bosch Automotive Apprenticeship Programme registers 
approximately 350 apprentice vacancies all over the UK, Wales 
and Scotland each year.

https://bit.ly/2N4RUnU
https://bit.ly/2CtdXQj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dNMh7-L1kyihGF64pufxK6rpksF0LmhP7VMcilHf7oM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dNMh7-L1kyihGF64pufxK6rpksF0LmhP7VMcilHf7oM/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk
http://www.parentzone.careerpilot.org.uk/parent
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2019/01/Parent-Pack-January.pdf
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/app/uploads/2019/01/Parent-Pack-January.pdf


They have already began to register a number of vacancies 
targeted to school leavers. If you have anybody who is looking 
to work in the Automotive Industry, they can apply online here. 

We offer hands-on roles in the workshop, Motorcycle roles and 
also Customer Service roles

Below are the links to our websites which have more 
information about the apprenticeships.

Bosch:  http://aa-boschcommon-web.resource.bosch.com/
microsites/en/internet/apprenticeship_ww/startpage_1/
overview_apprenticeship.html#
Suzuki: http://www.suzuki-apprenticetraining.com/
Renault: https://life.renault.co.uk/careers/dealer-
apprenticeship-programmes/
IVECO: http://www.ivecotrucks-apprenticetraining.co.uk/

COMMUNITY EVENTS/
INFORMATION

HALF TERM HANGOUT
Newport and Bishops Tawton church are holding a Half Term 
Hangout with family activities and a lunch club during February 
Half term. 

Monday 18th-Wednesday 20th 11am-1pm, 
Thursday 21st February 12noon lunch with family film.  

Families welcome for any or all dates. Please book in advance 
via email to: office.jtbnewport@gmail.com or phone 01271 
371068. Parent/carers must remain on site with children, 
please ensure you inform us of any dietary requirements and 
allergies. Free of charge. 

SPORT UPDATES

U16 NORTH DEVON NETBALL 
TOURNAMENT
On Thursday 14th February , the Year 10s played in the North 
Devon Netball Tournament. They started the tournament very 
well, comfortably winning their pool, beating Bideford (13-1), 
Chulmleigh (18-0), GTS (12-1) and Holsworthy (9-6).

They then faced Braunton in the semi final. Park played 
brilliantly and were easily the stronger team, winning 13-5.

Park were positive going into the final against West Buckland. 
Unfortunately the game didn't start well for the Park girls 
because in the first minute our centre suffered an injury and 
was in too much pain to play on. This changed the dynamics 
of the team.  Nevertheless the squad is a strong one and 
every player gave their all. West Buckland's goal defence was 
especially strong, which made shooting against them incredibly 
difficult. At half time Park were losing 2-0. In the second half 
they showed resilience to fight back.  The girls worked together 
to get the ball to the two shooters and they managed to score 
four goals. Unfortunately West Buckland scored three goals in 
the second half, which led to Park losing by one goal with the 
final score being 5-4.

The school is very proud of the team. They played brilliantly 
showing great effort and determination.    Well done girls!

PE KIT SPONSORSHIP REQUESTS
As our various teams have reached so many finals some kits are starting to show wear and tear. As such our sports teams would 
appreciate updated kits. We will be contacting local businesses shortly, to sponsor a team kit, so that our students can look smart 
and so feel good at every sporting event.  We are looking for sponsorship for the Netball, Football and Rugby for each year group.

If you would like to receive further information about sponsoring a kit, please email jgreenaway@theparkschool.org.uk, or 
Tel: 01271 373131 and leave a message for P.E Teacher Mr Greenaway, to return your call.

Elise Whormsley, Poppy Phillips, Immy Lang, Izzy Tanner, Cerys 
Hemmings, Hope Unstead, Rosie Elliott, Holly Roach



Sponsor us to push our go-kart from 

Barnstaple to Instow on the Tarka Trail

 THE GO-KART 
SPRINT

Date Saturday 9 march 2019

T h e  p a r k  s c h o o l

S T E M  G u i l d

 
Start time 9 Am Barnstaple Tarka 

Trail

THE GO-KART SPRINT SPONSORSHIP REQUEST
Students of The Park Community School are participating in a project run through the STEM 
guild which inspires young people to be the engineers of the future.
 
The Greenpower project comprises of, building a go-kart, working in a team and then racing it 
against schools/organisations.    
                                                                                                                                                     
Key elements to our success are teamwork, initiative and fundraising to enable the project to 
keep going. So far we have received sponsorship from John Fowler, Class Charts and Siemens 
totalling up to £850 to date, we however still have a long way to go with a target of £1400!

On the 9th of March, we are planning a sponsored push of the go-kart from Barnstaple to Instow along the Tarka Trail. We are 
doing this to showcase our car, along with raising funds to support the project.  

So far we have assembled the chassis, attached the 
wheels, the steering mechanism and attached the 
wishbones; yet we still haven’t faced the most difficult 
challenge, which still lays ahead: attaching the motor 
and making it drive with a press of a button.

We are really excited to be part of this project and 
look forward to racing the car in the summer!

Students involved will be asking staff and students 
to sponsor the Go-Kart Sprint from Monday 4th 
February.  If parents/carers would like to sponsor 
the project directly, please get in touch with Mr 
Worsfold via email rworsfold@theparkschool.org.uk

Many thanks 

Mr Worsfold - Technology Teacher



 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Are you interested in training to become a teacher? 
 
Our school is part of a growing number of schools that is leading the way for more school-led 
teacher training. This is really important to us because it means we can choose the very best talent 
and develop them into teachers. Being able to choose who we train as teachers helps us in 
delivering the best outcomes for the students within our partnership schools.  
 
We have vacancies now to start training from September 2019 and we would be very interested to 
hear from you if you are thinking of becoming a teacher, or know someone who is. We’re looking 
for people who have (or will have) a degree, have a passion for teaching and want to inspire young 
people to fulfil their potential.  
 
On 27th February 2019 we will be hosting an informal drop-in event at Park School in Barnstaple.  
We will be on hand to answer any questions. We can also provide you with support and guidance 
on your application form and offer you school experience if you just want a taster of what teaching 
could be like.  Book your free place now by visiting https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/18657544950   
 
Our ITT recruitment is managed by our nationally designated teaching school alliance, the North 
Devon Teaching School Alliance (NDTSA) of which we are a partner school.   
 
You can also find out more information about training to teach with the NDTSA on our website 
http://ndtsa.org/teacher-training/ 
 
For any further information on what becoming a teacher might involve more generally, you can also 
visit http://www.education.gov.uk/get-into-teaching.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Kind regards 
 
Gail Holmes 
 
Mrs Gail Holmes 
Strategic Lead for the North Devon Teaching School Alliance 
 
 
 
 


