
THE PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Weekly Parent Bulletin
Week Commencing 29th October, 2018 - Week 2

SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date Event
Mon 29th Oct Non Pupil Day
Tues 30th Oct Year 8-11 ND Netball League 3.30-5.30pm
Weds 31st Oct U16 ND Netball tournament 2-3.30pm
Thurs 1st Nov U12 & U13 Hockey tournaments 2.30-4.30

Year 10 Rugby Cup V Bideford Away 3.30-6pm
Fri 2nd Nov Stephen Shield Cross Country @ Torrington RFC 

11-3.30pm

FOOD AT PARK
The Autumn term menus have 
been added to our website on our 
website food page
Main meals are £1.80, and 2 
courses are £2.30.   Breakfast club 
opens 8.15am-8.45am.

LETTERS ISSUED THIS WEEK -  
BY STUDENT POST

Check below to see if your child 
should have a letter. 

 (Copy on website or click link)
Year Topic
7/8 KS3 Maths Study /Practice 

Book

HEADTEACHER UPDATE

As I was making my way into school last Friday, 12th 
October, I was hindered by the fallen tree/power line 
that had blocked the road by the Bishop’s Tawton 
roundabout.  Whilst this was a minor personal issue 
and rectified by a 10-minute detour,  unfortunately, 
storm Callum has created a larger problem for myself 
and the school.  As a result of the storm last week, 
the School Hall has been affected and will be closed 
whilst we undertake building investigations and 
repairs. 

This will affect several activities over the next few 
weeks and months; please bear with us as we find 
alternative venues for assemblies, visiting speakers, 
wet lunchtimes, parents’ evenings, external events 
and so on.  I am sure the school community will come 
together to respond to the challenges presented.

My thanks go to the many members of staff who 
have given up the time to organise and run school 
trips and activities this term.  To date we have visited 
Bude; Year 9 Geographers have been to Lynmouth; 
various sporting fixtures have taken place;  Art and 
Photography groups have been to Launceston; we 
have had visits from two authors; Ten Tors and Duke 
of Edinburgh weekend walks have taken place and; 
Year 10 have  undertaken geography fieldwork.  These 
extra-curricular trips are in addition to the numerous 
lunchtime and after-school clubs and activities.

We launch our Year 11 support sessions after the half 
term break; every day a variety of subjects will be 
offering informal support sessions, both at lunchtime 
and after school, to provide guidance, support and 
catch-up sessions for Year 11.  Little and often is 
the mantra for revision, so starting early will help 
to alleviate last-minute cramming and reduce exam 
anxiety.  Look out for the two weekly timetables that 
will be sent home after the half term break.

Have a safe and enjoyable half term.  School starts 
again on Tuesday 30th October.

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher

PUNCTUALITY
We have noticed an increase in lateness recently 
across year groups for Doctors and Dentist 
appointments.  While we appreciate it is sometimes 
diffucult to make apointments, please could parents/
carers try to make appointments outside of school 
hours, whenever possible.

Mr Sloman - Assistant Headteacher

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/food-park
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Key%20Stage%203_Study%20Guides.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Key%20Stage%203_Study%20Guides.pdf


TITAN ROCKETS QUALIFY FOR FIRST DIVISION

The U14 Titans Rockets team have qualified for the first division of 
the South West Regional League for this forthcoming season.   

Well Done to year 9 students Lucie Davey, Kitty Sampson and 
Megan Burnell who are in the team; this is a real achievement!

Well done!

SPORTS NEWS

SCHOOL VACANCY
We have a position availble for a cleaner, to start as soon as possible.  For more information about the position  
and how to apply, please visit our vacancy web page.

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us


YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
The deadline for students to opt into the scheme is 
Friday 9th November. By this date students need to 
have handed in the Parent/Carer Permission Form 
and a mailable letter of application. It is the student’s 
responsibility to hand these in to Pupil Reception.

An online database of placements used in the past is 
www.devon.learnaboutwork.org
Log in Details
School Name:             The Park Community School
User Name:                 Park Student
Password:                    2121

KS4 MATHS REVISION GUIDES
Students should see their maths teacher for a letter to 
ensure correct tier of Math Revision Book is ordered.

The deadline for returning reply slips for these has 
been extended to 31st October.

KS4 SCIENCE REVISION GUIDES
Revision guides are available to purchase from school 
at a reduced price.
Option 1 - GCSE AQA - all three Science revision 
guides.  Price at £8.75.
Option 2 - GCSE AQA Foundation Combined Science 
revision guides. Price at £6.00
Option 3 - GCSE AQA Higher Combined Science 
revision guides. Price at £6.00

Payment can be made via Wisepay or cheque made 
payable to “Devon County Council”.

GCSE SPANISH REVISION CLUB
Every Wednesday from 3:30pm in MFL1. 
Students can practise for the speaking exam, to 
ensure they know their tenses or complete listening 
exercises in all topics.

GCSE ART/PHOTOGRAPHY 
TWILIGHTS
There are Art and Photography twilight sessions for 
all, on a Tuesday and Thursday afternoon. Students 
can attend if they have any outstanding work. The 
computer suite is also available for those students 
needing to catch up or print out images.  

HISTORY REVISION TWILIGHTS
It would be great if parents/carers could encourage 
their sons/daughters in Year 11 who study history 
to attend the History Revision Twilights on Tuesdays 
3.30-4.30pm. We will cover knowledge, skills, and 
exam strategy in the sessions. We are currently 
revising medicine through time.

Also, if any parents would like to support their 
children with history revision but do not know how, 
then please get in touch with their History teacher 
who will be happy to help. 

There are also revision support books available for 
all 4 GCSE modules at pupil reception. They can be 
purchased for £10.50. They contain key content, 
questions to practice and model answers. They are 
available for new Year 10 History students and any 
Year 11s who have not yet purchased them.

KS4 INFORMATION

KS3 INFORMATION

KS3 MATHS (YEAR 7 AND 8)
All year 7/8 students were issued with a letter 
regarding purchasing a KS3 Maths Complete Study 
and Practice Book for £6.00.  If interested please 
return the reply slip with payment.  A copy of Maths 
letter is linked here.

MATHS (YEAR 9)
Year 9 students should see their maths teacher for a 
letter to ensure correct tier of Math Revision Book is 
ordered.

The deadline for returning reply slips for these has 
been extended to 31st October.

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Key%20Stage%203_Study%20Guides.pdf
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Key%20Stage%203_Study%20Guides.pdf


PUPPY GUIDE DOG VISIT

During the Fortescue assembly this week, students were able to meet trainee guide dog 
Luna, who is a labradoodle.  Puppy walkers Trevor and Helen told students all about the 
part they play in training guide dogs and how these dogs change the life of a blind or 
partially sighted person.  They explained that there are currently 4000 people on the 
guide dog waiting list and the cost of training a guide dog is £40,000 during the dog’s 
lifetime.

Luna also impressed us with her training by demonstrating that when she wears her 
Guide Dog coat, she is in “work mode”.  She was able to sit amidst students, but have 
eyes only for her trainer Helen at the front of the hall; very impressive!

School Charity Fundraising
Today’s non uniform day was held on behalf of Guide Dogs for the Blind and raised an impressive £1169.71

Currently each tutor group is competing in the Meet The Puppy competition.  Each tutor group has their own 
cardboard kennel to collect small change.  The tutor group that raises the most money for the charity will 
meet a quide dog; the tutor group in the lead at the end of this week is 7JP.

SKI 2019 
There are 3 places available on this trip.  
If interested, students should collect a 
letter from Pupil Reception.  

Thank you,  Mrs Freeman

HELP NEEDED FOR STUDENT PROJECT
Are you a builder or a garden landscaper? 
Could you offer your help to the school for a student project?

If you are interested, please contact Julia O’Callaghan via email: jocallaghan@theparkschool.org.uk, or phone 
Tel: 01271 373131, to find out more.



COMMUNITY EVENTS/INFORMATION

Plastic Free Barnstaple and Plastic Free North Devon 
invite you to join in  

The ROCK PARK and 
RIVER BANK CLEAN 

 

Thursday 25th October 11am to 1pm 
Meet in corner of Rock Park nearest the former Park & 

Ride car park (next to the Park School) EX32 9FB 
Plastic Free Barnstaple will be litter picking Rock Park and the river 
bank, and we need your help! Come for all or any of the time. 
Plastic Free North Devon and Barnstaple Town Council are 
providing all the equipment. Just bring yourselves and your friends! 
Children accompanied by adults very welcome. 

For more information contact: 

Martin Kennaugh 

07980 544 793 

mkennaugh@yahoo.co.uk 

Facebook: @PlasticFreeBarnstaple 

Christmas
Your mince pie mingle could be
a coffee morning, dinner party, 

wine & cheese night,
Mince pies & mulled wine
the options are endless.

a Fundraiser this 
Host 

Mince Pie Host your own 

 Mingle

www.facebook.com/careforkidsnorthdevon
www.careforkidsnorthdevon.org.uk admin@careforkidsnorthdevon 

@careforkidsND@careforkidsND
07842303883

Your
 local Charity 

Support

Eat
Drink & be 
Merry

whilst fundraising 
for a great cause

Your local charity helping families of sick children across North Devon.
We also provide enhancements for NDDH Children’s ward. Reg No:1136399

PARK ALUMNI NEWS

ONE TO WATCH

Former student Keanie Trick appeared in a BBC ONE 
programme on 17th October at 8pm and again on 
24th October called “Without Limits Australia".

The programme follows Keanie and four other 
veterans who were all injured in military service; they 
talk about their injuries/illness and how they can 
achieve anything and everything as long as they give 
it a go. They embark on a dramatic journey across 
Western Australia to mark the 2018 Invictus Games in 
Sydney.

Definitely one to watch! 

CHARITY FUNDRAISING

Former student, Hamish James, is raising money for 
the charity Everything Ellie by doing a 20 mile run on 
4th November. He will be running from Barnstaple to 
Bideford and back.

 If you would like to support him, you can donate on 
his just giving page, link provided below.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/HamishJames

Good luck Hamish!

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/HamishJames


Please see below Public Consultation notice from Devon County Council regarding changes to the Bishop’s 
Tawton Roundabout.


