
 

Parent Update - 18 December 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Today is our final day of term in what has been a year like no other.  As a school community we have adapted, 

evolved and worked hard to tackle whatever the year has thrown at us.  The way in which our students have 

responded and managed has been incredible.  Our youngsters have proved themselves to be adaptable, 

resilient, creative, imaginative, caring, respectful and, responsive.  Whilst COVID has meant many aspects of 

‘normal’ life have had to be put on hold our students have continued to develop, gaining skills and 

characteristics that will serve them well in life.  Barack Obama once tweeted “When times get tough we don’t 

give up.  We get up” and our students and staff are a true reflection of this. 

Whilst everyone in the school community is ready for some well deserved and overdue rest and relaxation 

during the Christmas break I hope that you find time to reflect on some of the positives from 2020.  Like me, I 

am sure you could dwell on the many, many challenges and low points that have occurred over the past 12 

months but I would suggest we spend our energy looking forward to 2021, making time to reflect on the 

positives, preparing for the challenges and opportunities of the new year.  

My thanks to you as parents and members of our community for the numerous emails, letters and kind words 

of support, thank you’s and appreciation shown over the last term and year.  Your support for the School is 

important and greatly appreciated.  

Wishing you and your family a safe, relaxing, enjoyable and well deserved Christmas break with my very best 

wishes for the new year. 

 

IMPORTANT UPDATES 

Monday 4th January - Change to term dates - Non pupil day/INSET day - staff only to attend. 

Tuesday 5th January to Friday 8th January 2021 - Year 11 and other invited students to attend school. 

Tuesday 5th January to Friday 8th January - Years 7 - 10 online learning from home.  See Classcharts for 

access codes to Google Classroom for your online learning. 

Monday 11th January - School to re-open for all students. 



 

 

Arrangements for the start of term January 2021 

On Tuesday afternoon we were informed that schools would need to put into place a testing programme for 

all staff and any students who had been in close contact with anyone testing positive.  At the time of writing 

this final letter of the term we are yet to receive training, further information and details and any tests! 

Therefore we cannot provide any information to parents as to where, when or by whom the tests will be 

conducted.  

Whilst considering the testing proposal, yesterday evening at 9pm a new Government guidance document 

was launched informing us that schools would move to an online curriculum for Years 7 - 10 from the week 

commencing 4th January, whilst allowing Year 11 and other selected students to return to school.  Students 

may have the possibility of being tested twice during this week.   Furthermore, we have been asked to 

consider bringing other students into school for testing before all students return to school on the 11th 

January. 

These are significant expectations placed on the school with no detailed information, clinical support, funding, 

resourcing or time to plan, recruit and train staff and set up physical areas of the school.  It would be 

appropriate to state the timing of announcements has not helped any secondary schools.  

The government has suggested we add an additional INSET (non-pupil) day at the start of the January term. 

To create a small amount of planning time we have agreed a late change to our school calendar adding in an 

additional INSET day for Monday January 4th 2021.  No students should be in school on this day.  I apologise 

for this late change to our school day but I am sure given the information above you will understand and 

support this decision. 

Monday 4th January - Change to term dates - Non pupil day/INSET day - staff only to attend 

Tuesday 5th January to Friday 8th January 2021 - Year 11 and other invited students to attend school 

Tuesday 5th January to Friday 8th January - Years 7 - 10 online learning from home.  See Classcharts for access 

codes to Google Classroom for your online learning. 

Monday 11th January - School to re-open for all students. 

COVID-19 testing in school from January 

Parents may be aware of the recent news stories regarding the introduction of COVID testing in schools 

starting in January 2021.  The introductory information to schools regarding this is only being shared on the 

afternoon of Friday 18th December.  Please be aware that Park, similar to most schools, cannot guarantee we 

will be in a position to offer any tests from the start of the new term.  This is an additional task asked of 

schools with limited information and resourcing.  A separate letter from our Trust has been issued, please 

take the time to read this.  When we return in January school leaders can start to plan for the introduction of 

testing; when we have been able to plan and prepare for this we will communicate our plans with all parents. 

I am sure that you will understand and support our decision to start the planning process only after full 

information has been received and we have the time and capacity to start this important work.  The 

Department for Education Q&A for this scheme can be accessed here  Detailed Q&A for parents 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/Tarka%20Learning%20Partnership%20Letter%20to%20parents%20-%20Introduction%20of%20%20COVID%2019%20Testing%20in%20Schools.pdf
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/15/mass-testing-in-schools-your-questions-answered/


 

 

Reports/Monitoring Information and Year 11 Mock Results 

We will be publishing Reports/Monitoring and Year 11 Mock results via MCAS in the first week back.  This is 

slightly later than we would normally expect to allow absent students to catch up assessments and Mock 

Exams and allow a greater depth of moderation and standardisation, particularly with Year 11 Mock Exams. 

Reporting COVID-19 Positive Test Results for students up to and including 22nd December  

If your son/daughter tests positive for COVID-19 during the first few days of the Christmas holidays, up to and 

including Tuesday 22nd December, please inform the school by emailing admin@theparkschool.org.uk.  This 

will allow us to follow our normal track and trace procedures. For the wellbeing and safety of our students, 

staff and their families we will follow our normal COVID process and contact any close contacts of the positive 

case so that they can isolate and take the necessary precautions to protect their families and friends over the 

Christmas break.  

North Devon Foodbank Donations 

Thank you to our staff, parents and students who have supported the North Devon Foodbank by donating 

online this year.  Together we have raised £844.48 which will now be donated to the charity supporting 

families affected by many circumstances including job losses, furlough and sickness.  Thank you for helping to 

ensure that these families have the best Christmas they can in these challenging circumstances. 

Online Safety Newsletters and Information For Parents 

Are you buying a new device for your child/ren this Christmas?  This informative newsletter, information 

collated by Mr Williams on How To Set Parental Controls and an Online Safety Tips for Christmas information 

sheet  provide some useful guidance on how to set up new mobile phones, laptops and tablets safely before 

you wrap them so they are ready to go on Christmas Day.  Helpful tips include how to disable ‘in-app’ 

purchases, download games and apps to ensure they are age appropriate, set up mobile phones and 

boundaries, set up social media safely - Roblox,  TikTok, WhatsApp, Facebook and Instagram; how to manage 

manage screen time and set up set up games consoles. Well worth a read. 

2021 Calendars for Sale to Support Devon CPRE 

Graciella Sillence-Dreyer who transitioned to Park from Pilton Bluecoats this September entered the CPRE 

Devon’s 2020 Art and Writing competition during lockdown and successfully became a joint winner in her age 

category.  

Her beautiful watercolour painting of Mannings Pit, is to be donated to a local charity that has been set up to 

raise funds to save/buy the green space and has been included in a calendar along with other winning entries 

which is available to buy CPRE Devon Calendar 2021. 

You can view some of the winning paintings by watching CPRE Devon's 'My Outdoors' Art Competition 2020 

video on YouTube https://youtu.be/VL52wK-AO20. 

Governors’ Tea Awards Autumn 2020 

At this time of year we would normally invite our parents/carers to join our Heads of House and Governors in 

School to celebrate our students achievements in attaining their 500, 700 and 1000 merit awards for their 

hard work and commitment.  This year we have asked our Heads of House to present their awards online, you 

 

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H8Om2W-gjl0imMoInbTnT-Kp-JO5E8nB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X4mGY41NnThwpm2Ap3JTZ7ZaILnnoyzV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18wG5zpYeiv7yKpYjpr-ktCx-fjz1z7fN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18wG5zpYeiv7yKpYjpr-ktCx-fjz1z7fN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cpredevon.org.uk/about-cpre-devon/our-shop/
https://youtu.be/VL52wK-AO20


 

can watch their presentations on our website - Governors’ Tea Awards Autumn 2020.  Congratulations to all 

our students, well done! 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/governors-tea-awards-autumn-2020

