
 

Parent Update - 2 October 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As another week comes to an end, it was great to talk to one of our regular supply teachers as she left this 

evening; she explained to me how impressed she was with the resilience of our students in lessons and how 

quickly they have adapted to all we have thrown at them; well done!  Thank you once again to all the effort 

and support all the students have provided to our COVID systems during this first week of really challenging 

weather!  It looks like the weekend ahead is going to continue to throw all the elements at us but I hope you 

still get a chance to relax and make the most of our amazing local area. 

Virtual Open Evening 

As your son/daughter may have told you we spent some time in school on Wednesday filming to support our 

virtual Open Evening.  The footage is currently being edited and we are working on a new website that we will 

launch on 15th October.  Students were selected at random to be involved and worked without scripts or 

prompts.  They were a real credit to the school and the company that were supporting the filming left 

extremely impressed with the calibre of our students and their confidence and ability.  If you or a friend has 

children in Year 6 can you please share this news and the link to register interest in our virtual Open Evening - 

Park School Virtual Open Evening.  A short video introducing our virtual open evening is available on our 

website now. 

Parent Partnership Videos/Links 

Each September we run five informative sessions covering a wide range of topics for families new to Park and 

for those who would just like more information.  We have had great feedback over the years that these are 

incredibly valuable and useful.  Sadly we are unable to invite you in to school at this time to listen to our Guest 

Speakers each week.  In their place, we have put together some videos and presentations for you to watch 

from the comfort of your own home and a feedback form for you to be able ask questions.  

This week, our Heads of House shared a wide range of information on our House and Pastoral systems and in 

the first week Mr Tamlyn, our Deputy Head, shared some short presentations covering the 

curriculum/teaching structure, knowledge organiser homework and metacognition.  

Please find links to these videos on this webpage. 

Work for COVID Absences 

This week, we formalised our process for providing work for students who are absent due to COVID.  The 

starting point of this process will be a conversation between parents/carers and our administration team 

 

https://forms.gle/ZBhBwscpKXds8ZNq9
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/parent-partnership-presentations


 

regarding access to IT at home; this is to ensure your child can access the work set via Google Classroom and if 

not, understand what support we can offer.  Following this contact, teachers will send your child a link to their 

Google Classroom for each subject via their school email address.  Work will then be set in-line with their 

in-school timetable and teachers will monitor this.  You will also receive a support phone call from Mrs 

Mitchell to ensure everything is going well and help out if required. 

Considerate Parking/Drop off and collection 

Can I remind all parents who pick up/ drop off students in cars that Fortescue/Chichester Road is a private 

road with restricted access between 07:30am to 09:30am and 14:30pm to 18:00pm.  I have been contacted by 

local residents who are worried about road safety due to the large volume of parents using this area.  Can I 

also remind parents not to use the bus turning area to drop off or pick up students.  Cars using this area are 

putting pedestrians and students at risk.  Thank you for your consideration and support. 

Year 11 GCSE exams 

Whilst for many the summer exams may seem a long time away we have started the planning process in 

school.  We have received the provisional timetable with exams starting on 14th May and running until 29th 

June.  We have been advised that the exam boards may build in a couple of contingency days beyond this 

period.  If, and I appreciate this is unlikely, anyone is considering making holiday arrangements for the 

summer please bear these dates in mind.  

My Child At School - Shop 

Uniform & PE Kit 

You are now able to purchase School Uniform and PE Kit through MCAS, we have received large demand for 

some products and sizes and apologise for some sizes being out of stock. 

Year 9 Maths Workbooks £1.50 

You are able to purchase CGP Maths Workbooks which contain questions covering the whole syllabus 

throughout your child's GCSE Maths course and will be used for homework and revision purposes for students 

in Year 9 onwards.  These books are usually £3.00 each and we are asking for a contribution of £1.50 per book. 

Payments can be made via My Child at School.  Please log on and click on the Park School Shop to purchase 

your workbook.  Please can your payment be made by 2nd October 2020.  The workbooks will be distributed 

in your child’s Maths lesson. 

Year 10  Bundle of GCSE English Literature and Language Revision Guides 

This year, we can offer our students a subsidised price for revision guides, please click the  link to the letter for 

more information.  If you wish to purchase these subsidised texts from the school directly, please do so 

through My Child at School and select English Revision Guide Bundle.  We will be ordering texts before 

October half-term to maximise learning impact so orders ideally need to be made by Friday 16th October 

2020. 

Year 10/11 Art/Photography Folders 

For students studying Art or Photography you are able to purchase a large folder to safely hold their work. 

The product is available through MCAS for £3.90 and will be ready to collect lunchtime the following day after 

purchase. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rEAaC5N6KJIYnLg_naw2TnxubOZ2Me_L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rEAaC5N6KJIYnLg_naw2TnxubOZ2Me_L/view?usp=sharing


 

Non-School Uniform Payment 

This year to limit cash handling we are collecting a one off £5 payment through My Child at School to cover all 

the non-uniform days, and ask that you please make payment before our first non-uniform day on 23rd 

October.  Thank you to the parents/carers who have already paid. 

Non-School Uniform Days :- 

Friday 23rd October 2020 - Wave Project 
Friday 18th December 2020 -  Children’s Hospice Southwest 
Friday 12th February 2021 -  Kira Farm Uganda 
Thursday 1st April 2021 - Over And Above 
Friday 28th May 2021 - Wave Project 

 

Dinner Money Balance 

Please could parents top up their child's dinner money accounts in MCAS to clear any negative balance and 

credit the account.  Link to Parent Guide - How to top up your child’s dinner money  

Year 7 - Flu Nasal Vaccine Reminder 

If you have consented for your child to receive a flu vaccination, this will be given on Thursday 8th October.  Students 

will be informed of the arrangements  through their tutors next week. 

Face coverings on public transport to and from school 

We have received several calls from members of the public concerned that a few students are not wearing 

face coverings while using buses.  Please can we ask you to remind your child of government guidelines that 

face coverings should be worn by children 11 or over.  Please click this link for a useful video that you may 

want to share with your child. 

PE kit Reminder 

To help our PE curriculum and eliminate the need for changing, we have allowed students to attend school in 

PE kit.  Most students have welcomed this decision and are wearing the appropriate kit.  To help your 

conversations with what is and what is not appropriate I thought the following guidance may help. 

● Students need to have full House PE kit  

○ black shorts/leggings 

○ polo top 

○ rugby house shirt for boys or hoody for girls (optional for boys) 

○ trainers 

● Our stock of some House hoodies is low; as an alternative, students can wear a plain black hoodie with 

a subtle logo, their Park School Dance hoodie or/and a school blazer over the top of their PE Kit 

● In addition to the full House PE kit, black tracksuit bottoms can be worn  

 Any other coloured hoodies/bottoms aren't acceptable and if worn students will be issued with a red card 

detention for wrong kit.  We advise that students bring a spare pair of socks and trainers to change into 

following their lesson so they can avoid having wet feet all day if it is raining. 

BTec and GCSE students (Year 10 and 11) can purchase an alternative sports top and mid layer zipped top 

from the following address; https://proservegroup.com/park-community-school-pe-kit-28-c.asp 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/How-Top-Up-Dinner-Balance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/face-coverings-to-become-mandatory-on-public-transport
https://youtu.be/jr09ByDYuq4
https://proservegroup.com/park-community-school-pe-kit-28-c.asp


 

On days when students arrive in their PE kit please can parents/carers remind them to transfer their 

timetables and face coverings from their blazer pockets to their bags as we have had lots of students arriving 

without both on their PE days. 

Year 11  

Students can register their interest in the Exeter College 

open events now, with the first one coming up on the 

14th October, click on this web link for more details - 

Exeter College Virtual Open Events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHS Heroes Art Presentation 

Our thanks goes to Eleni Lekoudis from the Maternity Unit at the NDDH for organising this amazing Art 

competition. Today Eleni presented Amelie Bond (1st) and Daisy Daykins (2nd) with their prizes.  The corridors 

in the unit have been brightened up with all of the entries which are now on display.  Well done to all of the 

students who took part in this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://exe-coll.ac.uk/open-events/


 

 

Writing competition winners  

At the beginning of the Spring Term, the Library and English department ran a writing competition with the 

theme ‘New Beginnings’. All entrants will be published in an upcoming school anthology.  The winner and two 

runners up have now been chosen and have been awarded with vouchers. There was also an art competition 

to design the front cover of the anthology.  There were some fabulous entries submitted and it was very 

difficult to choose the winners.  Well done to all the students that entered the competition.  

The writing competition winner is The anthology front cover winner is 

                         Aaban Aslam, 8DL             Anya Muzard Clark, 10CW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing competition runner up Writing competition runner up  

     Hannah Barnett, 11PH  Emily Davis, 8JH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


