
 

 

Parent Update - 20 November 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

These days it seems compulsory that every school letter must contain a reference to COVID.  Following my 

letter to parents on Wednesday 18th November, on behalf of the staff team, we would like to say a huge 

thank you to all of those parents who have contacted the school sharing their thanks and gratitude to the staff 

at Park. We have passed all of these messages on to the whole team.  

Many of the students that have been asked to self isolate are now returning to school and we look forward to 

having more students return next week.  

Last Day of Term - 18th December 2020 

The last day of term will be a non-uniform day with students leaving the school site at 12:45 after spending 

time in tutor rooms joining in with House Assemblies and their tutor groups.  Children receiving free school 

meals can collect their lunch during Break.  

Students who have PE in Period 1 on this day should wear appropriate clothing and ensure they wear or bring 

into school some appropriate footwear. 

Don’t forget to pay £5 for the annual Non-School Uniform fund through the My Child At School Park School 

Shop Menu or send your child to school with £1, to support the school’s chosen charity, The Children’s 

Hospice, South West.  

 

Registration 08:45 - 09:10 

Lesson 1 (normal lesson) 09:10 - 10:45 

Break  10:45 - 11:10 

Lesson 2 (tutor time and House Assemblies) 11:10 - 12:45  

Leave site  12:45 



 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

As many of you will be aware, the Year 11 Mock Exams start on Monday and continue for two weeks. The 

exams take place in our School Hall, Library and Gym so it is important that the whole school is considerate 

when moving around the campus; these areas will be closed while exams are taking place.  

Year 11 students have been given their timetables which include the venues and seat numbers so they are 

aware of where they should be and when. Students should make sure they turn up to all exams fully equipped 

(as they would do for a normal school day) as we can not provide equipment. 

Year 11 Mock Exam Access Arrangements - Readers and Scribes 

With the current COVID guidelines, we have had to consider how to keep both our students and staff safe 

while providing the Access Arrangements that individual students are entitled to. All our staff will be wearing 

face coverings and/or face shields when working at a close distance. We will also be using acrylic/Perspex 

screens when scribing for students and will ask students to wear face shields (there will be one specifically for 

each student). This is due to the extended face to face working that is required to scribe for a student.  

Homework Club 

Due to Year 11 Mock Exams taking place in school, there will be no homework club between Monday 23rd 

November and Friday 4th December inclusive.  We look forward to welcoming the students back to 

homework club on Tuesday 8th December.  

Support from Devon County Council 

North Devon Council have set up an Exceptional Hardship Fund to ensure that, where there is exceptional 

need, extra help towards your Council Tax may be awarded.  Please follow this link for more information. 

More information on financial help and local support can be found by clicking this link Support for people and 

families, including how to apply for free school meals. 

Top Tips for Parents - Fortnite: Battle Royale 

Does your child spend time playing Fortnite?  If so, take some time to read this informative ‘what parents 

need to know’ guide - click here to see the information as a full page. 

National Youth Parliament Ballot is Live! 

Every year Youth Parliament holds a national youth ballot to find out what issue young people, both nationally 

and locally, care about. After this ballot they use the results to decide what campaigns we will run during the 

next year.  The virtual ballot paper asks 11-18 year olds to vote on one UK-wide topic and one local topic that 

is most important to them, find out more by following this link: Make your Mark in Devon. 

This year the voting will be online because of COVID.  If your child would like to vote simply follow this link: 

Vote on Make your Mark.  

 

https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/coronavirus/exceptional-hardship-payment/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/support-for-people-and-families/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/support-for-people-and-families/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XQxFTU9OHeRMzaYfMUFaIuICdjJf9BN3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cu4Q-mKugrQv2xKIzD74ywRiut1MlshZ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ukparliamentweek.org/en/make-your-mark


 

Year 11 - Exam Board Changes for Summer 2021 Exams 

A reminder that the information we have of the changes to GCSE exams in 2021 due to the impact of 

COVID-19 can be found on our website. 

Year 11 - Targets and Predictions for 6th Form Applications 

Students requiring predicted grades to support 6th form applications should use their most recent monitoring 

reports to support this.  You will have received your child’s most recent monitoring in Year 10; if you don't 

have the email/report any more, it can be accessed through My Child At School (MCAS) under "Reports".  

Please can we ask students and parents not to ask teachers for updated predictions - a further update will 

happen just after Christmas once all the mock exams are completed. 

Year 11 - Exeter College update 

Year 11 students should all have now received a copy of the new School Leavers Course Guide 2021/22. 

However, if they haven’t yet received a guide, copies should be available in school, and students can ask their 

tutor or careers teacher, or visit the library.  If you require a copy posted directly please contact Caroline Earp, 

Exeter College Advice Team carolineearp@exe-coll.ac.uk with your address, and she would be pleased to post 

a copy. 

Exeter College is holding a virtual open event today, Wednesday 18th November, the next event will be 

Tuesday 19th January. Videos recorded by subject lecturers, Heads of Faculty, and support areas for the event 

held in October are available to view now: 

https://exe-coll.ac.uk/virtual-exeter-college-experience-school-leavers/.  Both students and parents will be 

able to ask lecturers further questions during live Microsoft Teams sessions at the upcoming virtual open 

events. Please see the Exeter College website for more details and to register to receive further information: 

Virtual Exeter College Experience. 

Applications for September 2021 are open now, and students can apply using the online application form on 

the website: Exeter College Online Application  For additional help with completing the application form, 

please watch this handy guide: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fC9UHH4kcE&list=PLGkxRBljWpeAA4CIzOMcQenuyY8MQeS6m&index=

4.  If you require a paper version of the application form, please contact Caroline Earp. Students are 

encouraged to submit their college applications early in the academic year (by the end of December/January if 

possible) in order to be scheduled for an earlier interview, and to avoid the GCSE period.  However, the 

college will continue to accept applications throughout the academic year.  

A year 11 student journey video which includes information about the key points in the year leading up to 

September 2021 might also be useful for both year 11 learners and their parents/guardians: 

https://youtu.be/O6_lk5Y0vCY. 

If your young person is still in the process of choosing their courses for next year, they might find the “How do 

I decide on my course choices” activity useful. This can be found on the College Advice Team pages of the 

college website, along with further information and links to useful websites: www.exe-coll.ac.uk/cat. 

Top Tips for Parents - Fortnite: Battle Royale 

Does your child spend time playing Fortnite?  If so take some time to read this informative ‘what parents need 

to know’ guide - click here to see the full information leaflet. 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/content/parents
mailto:carolineearp@exe-coll.ac.uk
https://exe-coll.ac.uk/virtual-exeter-college-experience-school-leavers/
https://exe-coll.ac.uk/open-events/
https://apply.exe-coll.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fC9UHH4kcE&list=PLGkxRBljWpeAA4CIzOMcQenuyY8MQeS6m&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fC9UHH4kcE&list=PLGkxRBljWpeAA4CIzOMcQenuyY8MQeS6m&index=4
https://youtu.be/O6_lk5Y0vCY
http://www.exe-coll.ac.uk/cat
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XQxFTU9OHeRMzaYfMUFaIuICdjJf9BN3/view?usp=sharing


 

Support our local crafters and makers 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


