
 

Parent Update - 23 October 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As we start the half term break I would like to take the opportunity to thank you, our staff and students for all 

their hard work and effort over the past half term.  Returning to school in September presented significant 

challenges after the extended period of lockdown and ensuring a COVID safe campus.  The overwhelming 

majority of students have responded extremely positively to school life even though it is significantly 

different.  A new school day, lesson lengths, year group bubbles, face coverings, changes to catering, toilets, 

movement and so much more.  Staff have also had to adjust ways of working and are constantly reviewing 

their approach to teaching, classroom systems and interactions with students.  As we approach half-term I am 

sure that all members of our community are ready for a break and opportunity to rest. 

At the time of writing we have no details or information suggesting any government led changes to school 

operations after half term.  However, we continue to monitor daily updates and will communicate any news. 

As a reminder we return to school on Monday 2nd November, this is a timetable WEEK 2 

Minor change to school day  

Following feedback from students regarding access to catering and toilets we have decided to slightly alter the 

school day with effect from Monday 2nd November by increasing the morning break by 5 minutes.  This 

additional time will be taken from the morning tutor session.  We will run this new day until Christmas with a 

review being undertaken before a confirmation of the school day from January 2021 onwards.  

08:45 - 09:10 Registration with tutors 

09:10 - 10:45 Lesson 1 

10:45 - 11:10 Break 

11:10 - 12:45 Lesson 2 

12:45 - 13:25 Lunch 

13:25 - 15:00 Lesson 3 

15:00 - 15:20 Year 7, 8 9 and 10 students 
Prep time (remain with teachers from Lesson 3 to reduce movement).  Every Friday will 
finish at 3.00pm for students. 

15:00 - 16:00 Year 11 Students 
Lesson 4 - a continuation of lesson 3 so no additional movement around the school. 
Monday week 1 will finish at 3:20pm and every Friday will finish at 3.00pm for 

 



 

students. 

Parents’ Evenings 

After trialling a video style Parents’ Evening this week with Year 7 tutors we are considering running a similar 

model for Parents’ Evenings whilst we operate under COVID restrictions.  To allow this to happen it is 

important we have a current email address.  If your email has changed or you are not sure which email 

address we hold for you could you please contact  admin@theparkschool.org.uk.  

Currently our calendar shows 26th November as the next evening for Year 9 parents.  However, to 

accommodate this new way of working we may change the format or date of this event.  We will be in contact 

shortly after the half term break to confirm details. 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

Year 11 students have been issued with their individual mock exam timetables this week, your child’s exam 

timetable can be viewed through My Child At School via the “Exams Timetable” Option.  It has also been 

published on our website under “Events” and a link is available here.  As usual our mock exams will be held 

under exam conditions to prepare students for the external exams taken in summer.  Students should prepare 

for these as they would do any other assessment using the Knowledge Organisers and revision strategies and 

materials available.   Any preparation for these exams will help students on their journey towards the summer 

series; however, as staff and parents we need to be mindful of the need to balance revision against regular 

breaks, exercise and the chance to rest after a busy half-term. 

Exam invigilation  

At this time of year we are always looking to add to our pool of exam invigilators.  If you are interested in 

working for Park as an invigilator or would like to know more about this role please contact Mrs Nicholson our 

Exams Officer knicholson@theparkschool.org.uk 

COVID  

It is vital that the school are made aware of any COVID related absences, whether this is quarantining, 

isolating or test results.  This information helps to ensure we make the right decisions in supporting the 

school.  Please Email attendance@theparkschool.org.uk or telephone the school to report any absence or 

provide an update.  

 

Due to COVID guidelines, aprons are needed for Materials and Textiles Technology, they can be used in Art 

too (when students do practical work).  In Food Tech we provide aprons which are wipe clean so students do 

not need to bring in their own to use.   

Please could parents ensure their child leaves the house with a face covering to wear at school and on school 

transport.  Please also put a spare face covering in your child's bag.  

COVID 19 measures on school transport – from 2nd November face coverings must now be worn 

by all students as a condition of travel 

After discussions between Devon County Council and the Department for Education all students over the age 

of 11 must now wear face coverings on contract school transport vehicles.  Park students have been used to 

this since the start of term.  DCC encourages those passengers with SEN who can wear a face covering, to do 

so.  Although face coverings should be worn now, from Monday 2nd November this will become a condition 
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of travel unless your child is exempt from wearing one.   DCC have written directly to all parents of students 

who travel on school transport - click here for a copy of this letter. 
 

Parents requesting an exemption card should email admin@theparkschool.org.uk with their child’s name, 

tutor group and reason for exemption.  A failure to produce this exemption card when boarding without a 

face covering could result in a warning and ultimately a refusal to accept your child onto the vehicle.  Devon 

County Council has adopted a “two strikes” policy in terms of the wearing of a face covering.  Should your 

child be discovered not wearing a face covering by the school or transport operator, and there is no record of 

them being exempt from using one, then after the second incident they will be refused travel for a period of 

time.  I shall be grateful if you will impress upon your child the importance of wearing face coverings for their 

own safety as well as other students, and that they should be worn at all times on school transport to and 

from school.  

Online Safety  

Parents may find these guides helpful in 

understanding apps that their children 

are using and where to look for help with 

online safety. 

Please click on the links to view the 

leaflets. 

Online Safety newsletter 

What parents need to know about 

Snapchat 

 

My Child At School 

Are you accessing the Portal using a laptop with a touchpad? 

Some parents have reported that they cannot see “Clubs”, “Shop” or “Dinner” as a 

menu option when using a touchpad (instead of a normal mouse). 

The solution is to point your mouse to the left hand side of the menu and a blue 

scroll bar will appear and allow you to scroll down the menu. 

Effectiveness of School Communications through MCAS 

It is very important to us that we communicate effectively with our parents/carers 

and we are delighted that 80% of parents are using the My Child at School software. 

We are continually assessing its effectiveness as a communication tool. 

My Child at School allows us to send emails using the “messages” feature in the app 

and the portal.  This communication method is only effective if our parents/carers 

are proactive in reading their MCAS messages. 

Any parent/carer not signed up to MCAS continues to receive our emails through 

their email provider, which again relies on parents/carers being proactive in checking 

their emails. 
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Year 7 Project Grow Club 

Project Grow meet every Wednesday from 3:20-4:20pm, their 

first club meeting this week was a great success and started by 

sowing some sweet pea seeds. 

Students will have the opportunity to see how food is grown, but 

also to get their hands dirty and have some time to relax in 

nature.  

At the moment the club only has one set of tools which a local 

charity has donated and some wellies.  Miss Harvey would really 

appreciate the donation of hand tools and large pots.  The club will most likely use raised beds so if anyone 

has some wood they’d like to donate (preferably similar to scaffolding planks) they would really appreciate 

this too.   If you have any tools or wood that you would like to donate please contact Miss Harvey by email 

aharvey@theparkschool.org.uk. 

Art Competition - decorate the front cover of your sketchbook  

The Art Department is launching a competition for students to decorate the front cover of their sketchbooks. 

Students can take home their sketchbook at the end of their next Art lesson, decorate it, paint on it, draw on 

it… anything they fancy which tells us something about them and their interests. 

Students should bring back their sketchbook to their next art lesson and the Art Department will photograph 

it and cover it with sticky backed plastic to protect it.   Entries will be judged just before Christmas.  

All books must be submitted by Friday 4th December please.  Good luck, we can’t wait to see your work! 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


