
 

 

Parent Update - 27 November 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

After another busy and eventful week at school, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone in our 

community for their support. The way the events of Wednesday were handled so calmly is a great testament 

to the students and the professionalism of our staff. We were really grateful for the messages of support that 

came from parents and the local community; we have made sure they have all been passed onto the staff. 

It was fantastic to see so many of our parents and carers online for our Year 9 Parents’ Evening last night. We 

have received some fantastic feedback from both staff and parents to say that they enjoyed the way the 

evening worked and to provide some ways to improve it for the future. 

Finally, I wish you all a relaxing weekend; let's hope this glorious winter weather stays a little while longer! 

 

Emergency Evacuation 

By now I am sure you are aware of the need to evacuate the school on Wednesday due to a hoax call into 

school.  The conduct of students was exemplary during this difficult time.  Our emergency planning paid off 

and we were able to evacuate the building quickly.  These situations require ‘dynamic/real time’ assessments 

to be undertaken as and when new information becomes available.  Senior staff maintained constant dialogue 

with our Trust and Devon & Cornwall Police and made decisions to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all site 

users.  We appreciate it is concerning to not know the full facts and details and we are grateful for your trust 

and support in our processes.  We are working with DCC, Police, the Tarka Learning Partnership and other 

school leaders to evaluate our response.  To help the school and the wider community we would ask that 

students and parents do not get involved in online discussions/social media posts.  These posts give the 

people responsible a wider audience and possibly encourage further incidents, furthermore rumours and 

hearsay can lead to increased anxiety for some students and parents.  Again, we thank you for your 

understanding and continued support. 

Assessment Week 

Monday 20th November is the start of our assessment week.  This week provides students the opportunities 

to undertake assessments and apply the knowledge they have learnt over the first teaching cycle.  Students 

should not overly worry about assessments; they provide a benchmark for teachers to help with future 

planning and delivery and provide students with feedback about their progress.  To support assessment week 

 



 

we suspend homework expectations.  Students will not be set homework this week and tutors will not check 

homework as part of our morning routines. 

Monday 7th December - non pupil day/INSET 

Advance reminder that Monday 7th December is a non-pupil day.  Staff will use this time to moderate 

assessments and plan for the feedforward teaching week.  Students return to school on Tuesday 8th 

December as normal.  

COVID-19 Positive Test Results  

If your son/daughter tests positive for COVID-19 during the first few days of the Christmas holidays, up to 

Tuesday 22nd December, please inform the school by emailing admin@theparkschool.org.uk.  This will allow 

us to follow our normal track and trace procedures. For the wellbeing and safety of our students, staff and 

their families we will follow our normal COVID process and contact any close contacts of the positive case so 

that they can isolate and take the necessary precautions to protect their families and friends over the 

Christmas break.  

Face Coverings 

Park was one of the first schools to expect students to wear face coverings in communal areas and whilst 

walking to/from lessons; a few weeks ago this measure became Government policy and is now compulsory in 

all secondary settings.  The majority of students support this on a daily basis and we have a handful of 

students that are medically exempt.  The wearing of face coverings is an important element of our COVID safe 

ways of working and it is important for staff and student wellbeing.  

To enforce this important aspect of COVID operations we will be enforcing the wearing of face coverings by 

introducing a ‘Red card’ sanction for those small minority of students that do not support this policy. Students 

have been reminded of this and face coverings are available to buy from reception. The ‘red card’ sanction will 

be carried out on the same day at lunchtime.  This will commence from Monday 30th November.  Please 

speak to your son/daughter and remind them of the need to support everyone in our community by following 

this expectation.  

Year 11 Leavers - Collection of GCSE Certificates and Coursework 

At this time of year we would normally invite our Year 11 leavers back to Park for an evening celebrating GCSE                     

results and special subject awards, along with collection of coursework and the chance to informally talk with                 

friends, parents, teachers and guests.  Unfortunately due to current circumstances we are unable to do this. 

 

We have arranged that our cohort of Year 11 leavers can collect their GCSE certificates, awards and                 

coursework on Monday 7th December. We understand that students may be at college or have other                

commitments during the day so have organised that collections can take place from 2.00 pm until 6.00 pm                  

from the School Hall. To ensure we are as COVID safe as possible we have chosen this INSET day so that no                      

other Park students are on site. Please access the school by using the gates situated at the ‘bus turning circle’                    

entrance. Please regard social distancing rules and ensure face coverings are worn at all times when on site -                   

please only stay on the site for as little time as possible. 

 

If a student is unable to collect their GCSE Certificates in person, someone else may collect them on their                   

behalf but must bring a letter of authorisation, signed by the student. Certificates cannot be released without                 

this. 
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In addition, we are looking to assist students and families who require support with school uniforms and                 

books. Any donations of school uniform, books or revision guides would be gratefully received. Please bring                

these in a suitable bag so that we are able to quarantine them appropriately. 

Food Bank Donations Go Online! 

Unfortunately, this year, we find ourselves in Covid times and this means more families than ever are in need 

of our help and support due to job losses, furlough and sick family members. We want to ensure that these 

families have the best Christmas they can in these challenging circumstances. Due to our necessary 

precautions to keep our school community safe, sadly, we are not able this year to hold a Foodbank collection 

in school - but we have a solution! 

 

We still want to help support our local community; therefore, this year, we have moved our collection online. 

In the My Child At School ‘Charity’ category of the Shop, you will find a product called North Devon Food 

Bank Donations, using this single product, you are able to select a variety of food products at varying prices 

from £0.25 to £6.00. If you wish to make a donation, please click ‘add to basket’ and select a food item.  To 

donate more than one food item, please repeat the process until your basket has reached a value that you are 

happy with, then checkout and pay.  We will either purchase the food items and donate to them to the 

Foodbank or donate the funds raised to the Food Bank Christmas Fund; depending on Food Banks' preference. 

Anything you can do to help will be very much appreciated - as always! 

 

Please note when using the Portal to make your donation, you will be required to spend a minimum of £1.00, 

there is no minimum spend using the App. 

School Dinner Money Balance 

Please could parents/carers check and top up their child's 

school dinner money balances to ensure they are in credit.  The 

Dinner Balance Summary is on the Dashboard in on the Portal, 

or please select ‘Dinner Money’ on the MCAS App. 

Follow this link for our handy ‘How to top up your child’s dinner 

balance’ guide.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/How-Top-Up-Dinner-Balance.pdf
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