
 

Parent Update - 6 November 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Like many of you, I was waiting for the 4 pm, 5 pm and then 6.30 pm announcement on Saturday.  Having had 

some time to digest and consider the lockdown, Park School supports the notion of keeping schools open to 

support the education and wellbeing of our community.  Young people get one chance of education and we 

will do all we can to maintain continuity of learning.  

I am aware that this new lockdown will be worrying for many members of our community; please be assured 

that we will keep abreast of the latest updates and take decisions to ensure the safety and well being for all 

members of our school.  We have recently undertaken surveys in school to assess the levels of IT home access 

and updated training for staff and our new students on using Google Classroom in the event of any school 

closure.  Whilst it is the current intention of the government to keep schools open it is prudent to prepare for 

both in school learning and education at home. 

We will keep parents informed of the latest development through our MCAS messages and emails. 

Isolating due to Clinically Extremely Vulnerable parent or for household operations 

Whilst we understand parents' concern if there is a Clinically Extremely Vulnerable household member or if a 

member of the household is anticipating an operation, if parents make the decision to keep their 

son/daughter at home without providing the school with official medical evidence we cannot authorise this as 

a school and this will affect the official attendance data.  

I am sure you'll appreciate that staff at school are working hard under difficult circumstances.  They are 

continuing to teach the curriculum whilst adapting teaching methods and processes on a daily basis and 

undertaking additional duties to support our year group bubbles and zones to support the control of Covid.  In 

addition, staff are setting additional work and providing online feedback for students who have been 

instructed to self-isolate by PHE, DfE and the school.  Therefore, we cannot ask our staff to undertake further 

work by setting work for students who are able to attend school.  Your son/daughter can continue to 

complete the knowledge organiser homework, additional homework set in Class Charts and also check on 

their appropriate Google Classrooms for any additional work set by staff.  In addition, you may want to use 

National Oak Academy, BBC Bitesize or other online resources to supplement this work during any absence. 

As we understand your decision, I hope you can understand our need to support staff and students as best we 

can with the resources we have available.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


 

Positive COVID case 

All parents should be aware that this week we received notification of a single confirmed case for a student in 

Year 9.  As you would expect, we followed all PHE and DfE advice to identify those students who may have 

been in close contact.  These students and their parents have been informed and they are currently isolating 

as a precaution; the family followed the correct protocols and made the school aware as soon as they had 

information to share. 

Packs of Face Coverings for Sale in School 

We have added packs of 4 face coverings to our MCAS shop, these cost 50p per pack.  Please purchase them 

using MCAS and ask your child to collect them from pupil reception.  

Exam Invigilation  

At this time of year, we are always looking to add to our pool of exam invigilators.  If you are interested in 

working for Park as an invigilator or would like to know more about this role please contact Mrs Nicholson our 

Exams Officer knicholson@theparkschool.org.uk 

Food and Financial Support for Families in Need 

The impact of the coronavirus pandemic is 

continuing to put a huge financial strain on some 

people. Employment situations are changing 

rapidly and for some their income now no longer 

covers what they need or they have lost their jobs 

completely. 

Help is available. If you know someone who is 

worrying about money and how to pay for basic 

household essentials, please encourage them to apply for extra assistance through funding made available by 

Devon County Council via your District Council’s hardship fund. 

To find out more about what support is available in Devon, including how to access local financial support, 

healthy start vouchers and free school meals, where to find food banks and community larders, free meals 

during the school holidays and what to do if you’re on a low income and need to self-isolate, please visit 

Devon County Council’s website. 

First Aid  

For the wider operation of the school, it is important that parents continue to support our medical and COVID 

processes and do not send children into school who are unwell or showing any COVID symptoms.  If a student 

or a member of their household receives news of a test please contact the school as soon as possible.  

To date, our first aid team has dealt with an average of 16 incidents per day.  These may be due to slips, minor 

cuts, headaches or other issues.  Other cases have been where a student has been sent into school when they 

were unwell.  To support the school during this difficult period if your child is not feeling well please take a 

sensible approach regarding sending them into school.  

 

mailto:knicholson@theparkschool.org.uk
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/financial-support-for-people-and-families/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/financial-support-for-people-and-families/


 

Year 7 Photographs 

Year 7 photographs have been received at school and were handed out by your child’s tutor today.  If you 

have ordered a photo and it does not come home, please search the bottom of the schoolbag before 

contacting the school. 

Samuel Daw & Co - School Uniform 

Daws have been in touch to advise that they will be taking online orders only from Thursday 5th November. 

Collection from the shop is now not an option and items ordered will need to be delivered to your home 

address.  Please contact Daws for more information, 01271 342139. 

Ski Trip Cancelled 

Following the latest guidance from the government, we have taken the decision to cancel the ski trip due to 

take place in April 2021.  Whilst this has been a difficult decision to make we hope that you respect and 

understand the rationale for this.  Parents of children with a place on the trip will be contacted to make 

arrangements to refund all payments made in respect of this trip. 

School Trips - No Further Trips Planned 

Ongoing on-site education remains our current priority.  We will not be undertaking planning for any further 

trips until there is a substantial change in the Covid-19 Pandemic as we need to focus all of our resources on 

education and keeping our students and staff safe in the meantime.  

We have two remaining active trips: Barcelona in July 2021 and Uganda in October 2021.  We have ‘paused’ 

payments for these activities and will review these in January or when travel company payment deadlines 

approach. 

Project Grow Club Cancelled 

We had a fantastic start to the new gardening club Project Grow with a large number of Year 7 students 

attending the first session. Their sweet peas have now germinated!  Unfortunately, due to government 

guidance, we will have to cancel future sessions until further notice.  Miss Harvey will be working hard behind 

the scenes to get the gardening space set up so that when we are able to restart, students will have 

everything they need to get back into it.  In the meantime, why not sow some winter salad seeds, or plant 

some tulip and daffodil bulbs for the Spring.  Send in your photos! 

11 November Remembrance Day - Two Minutes Silence 

On Wednesday 11th November the school will alter our day slightly to allow for all members of our 

community to observe the national two minutes silence.  To enable this we will change our school day to: 

Lesson 1 9:10 - 11.00 

Remembrance 11:00 - 11:02 

Break 11:02 - 11:25 

Lesson 2 11:25 - 12:45 then the remainder of the school day as normal 

Year 11 Mock Exams Preparation 

In preparation for mock exams, Year 11 students need to continue to use their red homework books to write 

down their responses to their self-quizzing (the act of transferring responses to paper from memory is what 

supports the learning process).  However, students may revise other subjects on different nights leading up to 

the mocks and should remember that interleaving each day (switching between subjects) is good for the 

 



 

memory.  Students still need to complete their double-page KO homework as their minimum 

quizzing/memory revision leading up to and throughout the mock examination period and sanctions will apply 

as normal. 

The vast majority of subjects are setting regular exam questions and have been doing so for the last year; this 

is part of the on-going revision process as is the Knowledge Organiser homework.  It is great that students 

may want to do additional revision or direct themselves to the areas they would like to work on; however, 

they should remember to get an appropriate balance between schoolwork and rests, breaks, social and 

physical activities.  Teachers will continue to set exam question based homework up until the 20th November 

and will restart these again on the 7th December.  This will allow students to use this gained time as they wish 

during the mock period on any additional revision they would like to focus on.  

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  

We are intending to run this evening using an online video call system on the evening of  26th November.  We 

have trialled this recently with our Year 7 tutor evening which although had some teething problems, was 

largely very successful.  We will give further details in a separate letter to Year 9 parents next week. 

Year 11 - Petroc Open Event 

Register your interest in the Petroc North Devon Virtual Open Event on Saturday 5th December between 10 

am and 2 pm by following this link discover-petroc-north-devon-eventbrite.co.uk 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-open-event-north-devon-campus-tickets-126391884529


 

TikTok 

On Monday evening, a BBC Panorama programme “Is TikTok Safe?” was shown highlighting the TikTok social 

media platform. The programme raised some significant concerns as to how the platform works and what 

videos young people are encouraged to engage with. We are aware that a significant number of students use 

the TikTok social media platform; as a parent/carer, it would be worth watching this programme so you are 

aware of the concerns raised. You can find a link to the programme here. 

PE Kit for Colder Weather 

As the weather becomes colder and students are wearing PE kit to school, it may be useful to help students 

stay warm through the day that in addition to their full House PE kit they wear an underlayer or/and tracksuit 

bottoms.  They also have the option to wear a plain black hoodie with a subtle logo, their Park School Dance 

hoodie and/or a school blazer over the top of their PE Kit.  We advise that students bring a spare pair of socks 

and trainers to change into following their lesson so they can avoid having wet feet all day if it is raining. 

Food Aprons and Box for Students Studying Food Technology 

Please could students bring a named apron and box for food ingredients. 

Wellbeing Cafe 

The Wellbeing Cafe is now back and open to Young People 

between the ages of 11-19.  

 

The focus of the Wellbeing cafe is very much about helping young 

people to learn strategies and tools that equip them to be better 

able to cope with day-to-day 'bumps in the road'.  Also, to help 

normalise mental health and encourage help-seeking.  Alongside 

this, they encourage participants to partake in some form of social 

action to help others, either in the group or in the local community.  

 

Sessions will run on Zoom for the time being, please contact Andy 

Miller, Participation Coordinator for more information. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p3p9

