
 

Parent Update - 9 October 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

COVID Case 

As you will be aware from our letter yesterday we had a positive test result for a member of our school 

community.  To reassure parents, we contacted Public Health England immediately and followed their agreed 

processes and advice concerning ‘contact tracing’.  Our response cannot be compared to any other school or 

setting as each school operates in a different context and circumstances.  Park was the only school in North 

Devon to implement the wearing of face coverings by staff and students in all communal areas, change our 

school day to reduce movement and ask students to contribute to an enhanced cleaning regime.  Our plans 

and the actions of staff and students contributed in reducing the impact of this positive case.  If a member of 

our school community was deemed to have been in contact with the person concerned, a member of the 

Leadership Team telephoned parents immediately and followed this with a specific letter and/or further 

contact.  

The individual concerned has not been in school since Monday, those who may have been in contact have 

been asked to self isolate.  Prior to this incident, the school had increased our cleaning routines with students 

supporting this in all classrooms.  Furthermore we recently purchased an electrostatic cleaning machine that 

allows for intricate areas such as ICT suites, technology workshops, etc to receive further enhanced cleaning. 

Through the schools systems and support from staff and students this case has caused very little disruption to 

school life and we continue to support students and staff through our ‘COVID assessed’ ways of  working. 

Today, attendance at school remains high and I thank parents, staff and students for their support. 

I pass on my best wishes to the family directly concerned and to those that are self-isolating to support 

community efforts in reducing the impact of COVID and ensuring the safety of their friends and others at the 

school.  

Virtual Open Event 

As your son/daughter may have told you we spent some time in school last Wednesday and today filming to 

support our virtual Open Event.  The footage is currently being edited and we are working on a new website 

that we will launch around 15th October.  Students were selected at random to be involved and worked 

without scripts or prompts.  They were a real credit to the school and the company that were supporting the 

filming left extremely impressed with the calibre of our students and their confidence and ability.  If you or a 

friend has children in Year 6 can you please share this news and the link to register interest in our virtual Open 

 



 

Event - Park School Virtual Open Event.  A short video introducing our virtual open event is available on our 

website now. 

Face coverings 

● Please could parents put a spare face covering in 

their child's bag 

● Please could parents ensure face coverings fit 

properly over children's noses and mouth, it may help 

to tighten elastic on disposable masks 

● We ask this as some students who are wearing a 

disposable mask have found they have broken part 

way through the day, having a spare would support 

all members of our community. 

 

New Senior Students 

After a delay due to Covid we are delighted to welcome our new Senior Students.  After an application, vetting 

and interview process the senior student team was selected.  The interview panels enjoyed spending time 

with an incredible group of young people and found selecting senior students a challenging task due to the 

quality of their interviews and applications.  The senior students coordinate the work of the school council, 

provide feedback and support to the School Leadership team, and support numerous community events.  Our 

congratulations go to Phoebe Clarke (Head Girl), James Figes (Head Boy), Mia Roscoe (Deputy Head Girl) and 

Callum Thorne (Deputy Head Boy).  My congratulations to those selected and thanks to all involved in the 

process. 

Uniform from Samuel Daw & Co 

We have noticed that some students are still not wearing the full correct uniform; after contacting Daw & Co 

we have been advised that all orders for parents/carers of Park School have been received at the shop and are 

awaiting collection.  If you have ordered uniform and not yet collected it, the staff at Daw & Co are now able 

to answer enquiries by phone, please call 01271 342139 to arrange collection before arriving at the shop. 

Free virtual training for parents - Developmental Language Disorder 

Does your child have language and literacy difficulties?  Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) affects 7-10% of 

children, causing them to struggle in their learning of oral language as well as impacting on their literacy development 

If you would like to learn more about DLD, and language needs in general, including how to support your                   

child at home and how to access further information, please join this free, virtual, annual training event                 

taking place on 14th October 2020 1.30-3.00pm, in recognition of National DLD Awareness Day. 
 

An advisory teacher and a speech and language therapist from the Communication and Interaction Team will lead this 

informal session. There will also be an opportunity for questions.  To book your free place, please contact: Sue Vanstone 

sue.vanstone@babcockinternational.com. 
 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/virtual-open-event-2020
https://s6.newzapp.co.uk/t/gtl//MTQ2NjY1MTgsMTQ1MDEzMjM0NywxNA==
mailto:sue.vanstone@babcockinternational.com


 

My Child At School (MCAS) 

 

Communicating With Teachers 

If you would like a message to reach a TEACHER, please use the normal email method 

using the teachers email address.  You can obtain the teachers email address through 

the MCAS PORTAL viewing the Classes on the Dashboard. This will allow a teacher to 

respond to your message more effectively and directly to you.  Messages sent through 

MCAS should be meant for the School Office only. 

My Child At School App 

78% of parents are using the My Child At School app.  This means that when the School Office sends a 

message through MCAS, you should receive a “Push Notification” informing you that the school has sent you 

a message, we hope this feature is helpful in ensuring messages reach you more effectively.  We would like to 

encourage every parent who has not signed up to the app to do so. 

The added feature of parents using the app is that any sms text messages the school sends are free.  So if you 

are using the app, you are also saving the school money.  

Year 10 Geography Revision Guide 

The MCAS school shop has now stocked new copies of the Geography Revision Guide and they are available at 

cost price of £3.50 (RRP £5.95).  

Year 9 CGP Maths Workbooks (Foundation and Higher) 

The payment deadline has been extended until 16 October 2020 to allow parents to purchase the books at the 

£1.50 price. 

Non-School Uniform Payment 

Thank you to the parents/carers who have already paid the annual non-uniform 

payment.  Please pay via MCAS through the Park School Shop menu. 

Opening Attachments on an Android Phone 

If you are unable to open pdf attachments that we have sent to you in a message,  this can be resolved by 

going to your Phone Settings > Apps > Select MCAS > Permissions > Allow access to storage.  

Dinner Money Balance 

Please could parents top up their child's dinner money accounts in MCAS to clear any negative balance and 

credit the account.  Our catering team is finding that the number of students without credit on their dinner 

money account is increasing each week. Link to Parent Guide - How to top up your child’s dinner money  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/How-Top-Up-Dinner-Balance.pdf


 

Year 11 

Petroc will be keeping parents in the loop with a regular newsletter this year, so you are aware of how to 

contact them, and support your child in the transition to college.  Click on the image below to access the 

newsletter 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Gareth Roscoe 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GTwtEnFpQdJ8O1U9b9ECGh1JIjahD3Zk/view?usp=sharing

