Park
News
Winter 2012

web: parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

A Merry
Christmas
to All...
Dear Parents and Carers,

The period leading up to Christmas is one of the most
enjoyable during the school year, with so much happening
and the festive celebrations to look forward to!

To get us in the festive spirit Christmas dinner is served in the
Dining Hall on Tuesday 11th, Wednesday 12th and Thursday
13th of December!
Pupils have been working hard to prepare for our annual
Christmas concert.

‘Christmas in the Woods’

Please join us for an evening celebrating Christmas with
music, dance, drama and prose from students in all years, plus
a special guest!
Tuesday the 18th and Wednesday 19th December at 7.30pm
in the School Hall.
Tickets available from
Pupil Reception
• £4 adults 		
• £2 children

Make sure you get
yours early before they
sell out!
Mulled wine and mince
pies will be served in the
interval

1. Christmas fun!

Head Prefects
Following a detailed selection process, including
letters of application and interviews with senior staff,
congratulations to our Head Prefects for 2012/2013.
Head Girl: Jessica Lobb (Chichester)
Deputy Head Girl: Laura Hughes (Raleigh)
Head Boy: Barnaby Meadowcroft (Kingsley)
Deputy Head Boy: Chris Knight (Chichester)

Our Head Prefects: Chris Knight, Barnaby Meadowcroft, Jessica Lobb and
Laura Hughes (Year 11)

Our Year 11 School Leavers’
Presentation Evening
The School Hall was full to capacity on Thursday 8th
November when last year’s Year 11 students returned with
their families to celebrate their achievements and success.
Guest of Honour Nick Harvey MP presented the awards
and GCSE certificates to our students in an outstanding
year. Despite the national fall in GCSE grades and
publicised debate regarding GCSE English outcomes, the
number of students obtaining 5+ A*-C grades including
English and Maths actually rose by 8% (to 55%), and the
number of 5+ A*-C grades overall by 5% (to 68%)! A truly
outstanding outcome and our best ever results! Mr Harvey
congratulated the students and urged them to go out into
the world from a very good school and seek to make a
difference.
The Special Awards winners were: Hannah Swales –
awarded Hughes Prize for Head Girl, Ryan Adamson – David
Pengelly Prize for Music and Languages Award for German,
Sabrina Shah – Chemistry Prize, George Williams – English
Attainment Award, Deputy Head Boy Prize, Gerald Thorne
Award for Geography, Physics Prize, Best All-Rounder in
Boys’ Physical Education, Rebecca Goulding – Best AllRounder in Girls’ Physical Education, Jenna Brown – Payne
Shield for Services to the Community and Deputy Head Girl
Prize, Danika Dunn – Governors’ Award for Work Experience,
Crystal McManus – Lee-McEldon Citizenship Award,
Emma Windsor – Morgan Prize for Certificate of Personal
Effectiveness, Andrew Foster – English Achievement Award,
Alfred Jones – John William Prize for Contribution to School
Life and shared the Jonathan Baxter Memorial Shield for
Business & Enterprise with Bradley Bell, Connor Burden –
Children & Young People’s Award: The Spirit of Devon, Miles
Kingsley – Reverend Benson Prize for Religious Education,

Araminta Pain – Sociology Award, Hope Hughes – Newsham
Award for Best GCSE Certificate and Grant Prize for History,
Samuel Cooper – Biology Prize and Evans& Co Accountants
Maths Award for Best Overall Achievement, Hope Boyle
– Art Achievement Award, Madeline Norton – Language
Award for Spanish, Emma Fitzgerald – Child Development
Award, Paulo Symons – Evans & Co Accountants Maths
Award for Best Overall Progress, Gareth Sloman – Critchley
Prize for Head Boy.

Leavers’ Award Evening (Pictured: Hannah Swales, Ryan Adamson,
Sabrina Shah, George Williams, Rebecca Goulding, Jenna Brown, David
Atton – Headteacher, Danika Dunn, Crystal McManus, Nick Harvey M.P. –
Guest Speaker, Emma Windsor, Andrew Foster, Alfred Jones, Bradley Bell,
Araminta Pain)

The Year 10 Work Experience fortnight during the summer
again proved very successful for our students, with several
receiving particular congratulations from employers,
including Wesley McKenna, Jodie Jewell, Alex Hill and
Sophie Boden.

Chris Knight and Zoe Tucker (Year 11) on work experience at Ilfracombe
Aquarium

Wesley McKenna (Year 11) at Devonshire Pine

2. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Park Students are A-Level
Award Winners at Petroc
Our Year 11 leavers from 2010 have gone on to secure 25%
of the prizes at Petroc as they move on to university and
the world of work. Special congratulations to Conor Devine
and Edward Pearce for being awarded the prize for Overall
Academic Achievement and to the subject award winners:
Kathleen Acott (A Level Classical Civilisation), Hannah
Newman (A Level Biology), Benjamin Mansell (A Level
Computing), Edward Pearce (A Level Additional Further
Mathematics), Holly Paddon (A Level Critical Thinking), Sam
Hui (A Level English Language and Literature), Rheannah
Boyen (A Level Film Studies), Madeleine Muirhead (A Level
Philosophy of Religion), Conor Devine (A Level Physics),
Rachael Broome (A Level Psychology), Bethany Brown (BTEC
Performing Arts- Acting)

run, swim, run stages, and Hannah achieved a creditable 7th
place - an outstanding achievement on the world stage!
Adam Tobin (Year 7) is a member of Team GB for Men’s
Gymnastics, regularly training at Lilleshall National School
of Sporting Excellence and locally for 23 hours each week
at the Falcons Academy in Barnstaple. This is the dedication
and commitment needed to train in the National Squad.
Adam is achieving great results, including 1st in the English
Championships, 3rd in the National Elite Finals, 1st in
the Pegasus National Competition and 1st in the British
Championships- and in November was awarded Young
Sportsman of the Year at the North Devon Journal Sports
Awards. We wish him every future success and look forward
to supporting him in the years ahead.

A huge well done to Josh Nicholls (Year 11) who spent six
weeks over his summer holidays working with the North
Devon Positive Futures 2012 Initiative, helping disabled
people in sport. He recently travelled to the House of
Commons to receive an Outstanding Contribution Award,
in recognition of his generosity and service to this very
worthwhile cause.
Adam Tobin (Year 7)

Josh Nicholls (Year 11) with his award

Emily Lobb (Year 10) has passed the Royal Schools of Music
Grade 5 Piano examination. Other students have also shown
their musicality. Eloise McMorine (Year 8) gained Distinction
in her Grade 4 piano examination. Emily Isaac (Year 8) has
passed her ISC Singing assessment.

Robert Squires (Year 10) is achieving an outstanding range
of sporting successes, both in team sports and individually
as a boxer. Captain of the school rugby team for 3 years, in
each year they have won the North Devon Schools’ final,
he has also played rugby for Barnstaple since the age of 9
and recently joined the South West of England team after a
successful trial in November. He also belongs to Barnstaple
boxing club, training 3 times a week and winning his first
bout in Bridgwater after 6 months! His main achievement is
in waterpolo, which he began playing in Year 6 and quickly
progressed to the main Barnstaple Waterpolo team. He has
represented Devon in several tournaments and successfully
tried out for the South West team. Our very best wishes to
him for the future.

The Governors’ Tea on Thursday 29th November was
attended by 66 pupils and their families. For many of
our pupils this was their first Governors’ Tea, however for
Christopher Dunkin (Year 10) it was his fourth, reaching an
outstanding 1500 merits! Those who were unable to attend
the event will of course receive their badge and certificate
from their Head of House at the end of term assemblies.
Well done to all the pupils!

Sporting Success
Hannah Gaunt (Year 11) had the wonderful and welldeserved opportunity to travel to Dubai at half-term as a
member of the GB squad to compete in the World Biathle
Championships. Similar to triathlon, a biathle consists of

Rob Squires (Year 10) in action on the pitch and in the pool
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Fellow boxer Joe Freeman (Year 10) has also had a strong
season, with his winning match declared ‘Bout of the Night’
in Launceston.
Amie Walker (Year 11) was selected to take part in the
English Schools Under 16’s Golf Nationals in Leicester over
the summer but unfortunately the prolonged wet weather
rendered the course unplayable!
Congratulations to Bradley Philips (Year 8) on recently
winning the Men’s Intermediate Doubles title in the
North Devon Tennis Tournament 2012. This is the second
tournament Bradley and his partner have won, following
their success at the Under 14’s in Ilfracombe over the
summer. Their coach entered them into the North Devon
Tournament for the experience of playing adults but they
were not expected to make it to the final let alone win it!
Bradley is also a county player and has represented Devon
for the last 4 years.

Long Distance Board Paddle Series and 1st in Open Water
Swim at Broadsands. In swimming, she gained Silver in
800m Freestyle and 200m Butterfly at the Devon County
Championships
Meanwhile Zac Surridge (Year 7), has also had success
in Surf Life-Saving with 3rd in National Surf Swim 2012
(12 years) and 2nd in Board Rescue. His swimming
achievements in 2012 have been amazing- winning Gold
in 400m Freestyle and 50m Freestyle, and Bronze in 50m
Butterfly at the Three Towers Open Autumn Meet, and
gaining Gold in 200m Butterfly and 50m Butterfly, and Silver
in 200m Freestyle at the Tiverton Sparkler Open Meet. Well
done to all three!

What makes a good
education?
At its core, Mr Gove, the Secretary of State, places his
English Baccalaureate ‘Ebacc’ model in which all are
required to study:•
•
•
•
•

English
Mathematics
Double Science (or Chemistry, Physics, Biology)
A Foreign Language
History or Geography

A school will be judged – as it is now – by the percentage
of students who achieve GCSE (A*-C) grades in all of these
subjects.
Bradley Phillips (Year 8) pictured on the right, with his doubles partner
Ryan Andrews

Callum Huxtable (Year 8) passed his 3rd Taekwondo grading.
This year at the North Devon Journal Sports Awards
2012, held at the Barnstaple Hotel in November, The
Park Community School had a range of different athletes
nominated for awards. Adam Tobin (Year 7) won the Young
Male Athlete of the Year award and Hannah Gaunt (Year 11)
won the Young Female Athlete of the Year. There were also
runners up from Park in the Young Team of the Year awardwon by Woolacombe Surf Life Saving Club, with many of
our students involved. All thoroughly deserved their awards
- and the sumptuous dinner, including a mixed platter of
meat, fish and vegetables followed by a silver service meal
of roast beef with the grand finale of a luxury pudding with
a choice of fruit salad or chocolate profiteroles!
The Surridge family have been triumphant in the water this
year. Josh Surridge (Year 11) became the Under 17 National
Ironman Champion 2012 in Surf Life-Saving, as well as
winning Silver in the Under 17 Surf Swim, Bronze in the
Under 17 Surf Ski Race, joint 1st in The British Long Distance
Board Paddle Series and 1st in the Open Water Swim at
Broadsands. He was also first in the Tarka Ski Race (Under
16) and in the pool won Silver (1500m Freestyle, 200m
Butterfly), and Bronze (400m Freestyle,100m Butterfly) at
the Devon County Championships.
His sister Jessica Surridge (Year 10) is the Under 15 National
Surf Swim Champion 2012 and also came 3rd in the British

4. Planning for the Future

The curriculum would also include PE, RE/Philosophy,
PSHEE/ Citizenship, The Arts, Design Technology and ICT,
with some elements of choice and the possibility of other
courses as appropriate and practicable.
The current Year 7 will be the first to sit new English
Baccalaureate exams in English, Maths and Sciences in
2017, intended to be more rigorous than GCSE and taken in
one go as end of course examinations, i.e. no ‘coursework’
nor ‘resits’!
A Modern Foreign Language (French, Spanish or German
in many schools) is vital to a good education in our global
world and a key entry requirement for university, regardless
of the course ultimately chosen to study there. Similarly,
the ‘EBacc’ is bound to become a vital curriculum for those
seeking a university place in an extremely competitive
world. Should it, therefore, become compulsory for all - or
just for some? Will others be motivated and encouraged
by it – or will it risk the opposite effect upon them? What
should they be studying and why?
Whilst many secondary schools have reduced, sometimes
significantly, their Language and Humanities departments,
introducing a range of vocationally based ‘equivalent
courses’ instead, Park has not. We have fully staffed teams in
all EBacc subjects and can provide the EBacc curriculum as it
already forms the sound foundation of our organisation and
provision. The recent Wolf Report advises that vocational
pathways should begin, largely, post-16; but should we also
be offering some alternatives and, if so, what should they be
and why?

A priority is to seek to engage more people in the value
of a good education and in the love of learning. In those
countries that we are often compared unfavourably with,
this is their more successful approach rather than simply
pressure to improve, with consequences for not doing so!
This more positive approach is at the root of our new Cooperative Trust Status. Are there ways in which we can all
come together in 2013 and map the way ahead in a manner
that all can become involved to help us?
We value our school ethos and approach, underpinned by
the House system, to offer the broadest range of challenge,
experiences and opportunities, both within and beyond the
classroom and school, so that each student can be enabled
and motivated to achieve, improve and benefit from the full
range in securing potential, whilst having enjoyment and
fun!

Ethan Sumner (Year 10) climbing high in Bude

The popular cooking club organised by Ms Clarke, supported
by Mrs Mayne, has involved more than 20 enthusiastic Year
7 and 8’s who have enjoyed making a selection of sweet
and savoury recipes on Wednesday evenings this term.
50 Year 10 Textiles students are looking forward to going
to the Clothes Show Live exhibition in Birmingham in
December. Thank you to Mrs Heale for organising this for
them.
The School Rotary Futurechef final was won by Liam Bulled
(Year 11). He and runner up Emily Price (also in Year 11) will
compete in the North Devon Final. The standard of cooking
and presentation was very high this year and finalists Matt
Adamson and Amie Walker (also both Year 11) should also
be proud of their achievements. Well done!

Here’s to 2013!

At the annual Children’s Memorial Service held at the Rock

Other Activities and Events
Year 10 students again enjoyed their Bude residential week,
beginning their GCSE courses with a week of challenge
and character building activities. The Centre Manager sent
us a welcomed note; “the week ran very smoothly and the
students were a credit to you and the school.”
My thanks to Mr Blannin for his leadership and to all of
those colleagues who worked with him to facilitate this
outstanding opportunity for our students.
Liam Bulled (Year 11), winner of Futurechef

On the high wires in Bude
Emily Price (Year 11) Futurechef runner-up

5. Other Activities and Events

Park Memorial at 11am on Friday 9th November, the school
was well represented by our Year 7 representatives:- Ellen
Manansyah, Shannon Wayborn, Pepper Bray, Jack Rippon,
Jack Leyster, Max Symonds, Mahmuda Chowdhury, Isabelle
Thorne, Ellie Courtney, Andrew Serjeant, Owen Cox, Harrison
Slee, Summer Robinson, Erin Street, Emily Brooks, Aaron
Meredith, James Morrish, Cameron Short, Alice Dobbs,
Rebecca Casinelli, Natalia Stoddart, Tom Ballinger, Andrew
Morgan, Keiran-Sean Rooney-Heason, Paige Unstead, Olivia
Sayer, Toby Ruhleman, Adam Tobin, Paul Moore.
P.S.H.E.E. – A new project has been set up with ARC
(Association for Real Change), with Year 9 students involved
in a project to reduce the hate crimes and bullying
experienced by people with learning difficulties, specifically
on public transport. An assembly was delivered to Year 9
students by Rod Landman, the project leader, and Beth
and Will who have experienced this type of bullying. This
was followed by a PSHEE lesson looking at the difference
between ‘Hate’ and ‘Mate’ crime.
One Sunday in November 13 pupils represented Park

Options at 16+ Evening
The range of organisations was larger than ever at
this always very successful and well-attended evening
organised by Mrs Edmonds, covering a broad range of
future opportunities for our students.

Exhibitors included:

Careers South West (Impartial Guidance)
From Further Education: Petroc, Exeter College, Bicton,
Duchy College, Bideford College, Ilfracombe College
Plymouth University (Higher Education/Teacher Training)
The Army
NHS
Sainsburys
Charter Vets
GTD (Engineering apprenticeships)
Geg Anson (Construction skills)
Anglo Krempel (Local Engineering Company)
The Royal Navy
The RAF
Early Years (Devon County Council) for careers working with
children

Visitors from the Association for Real Change are thanked following their
talk to Year 9 students

School in the Inter Schools climbing competition held at the
Rock & Rapid climbing centre in South Molton. Students
arrived early to register and got straight into climbing. The
Park boys and girls from all year groups were up against
some strong opposition from schools all over the South
West! Mr Blanchard reports that the students put in a strong
performance and should feel proud that they gave it their
all. A big thank you to all climbers and parents who braved
the indoor freezing conditions!

Archie Griffiths and Abigail Brock (Year 11) getting inspired at the Options
at 16+ evening

A group of Year 11 students are attending a Taster Day at
Exeter College to look at the range of courses and the
facilities on offer.

Medical Careers Day
As part of our Careers Education and Guidance programme,
Year 11 students who have expressed an interest in finding
out more about careers in medicine attended a special
event at the North Devon District Hospital. Talks from
current medical students, admissions officers from Bristol
and Exeter universities, local GPs, surgical and medical
consultants and junior doctors offered an insight into this
field and provided the information potential applicants
would need to gain a place at medical school. The talks
included: Overviews of the course and application/
interview procedure at Peninsula College of Medicine and
Dentistry and Bristol Medical School, ‘What’s it like being
a medical student?’, ‘What’s it like being a junior doctor?’,
‘What’s it like being a GP?’ and the work of a surgeon.

‘Hanging out’ at Rock & Rapid

6. Careers

Our thanks and congratulations to Kyle Darragh and Charlie
Pearce (both Year 8) who raised £150.

Medical Careers Day at North Devon Hospital

The Sutton Trust Academic Routes (STAR) with Durham and
Exeter Universities have asked a group of our Year 11 pupils
who were mentored in Year 10 and who are hoping to go
to University to take part in the STAR University scheme,
which will follow their progress through post-16 education
and applications into higher education. This is a great
opportunity for them and we are all pleased that they were
invited to take part. The pupils involved are Tim Chamings,
Ellen Cosh, Laura Hughes, David Dobbs, Megan Jones
Dellaportas, Barnaby Meadowcroft, Gareth Pike, Jess Roome,
Kate Spear.

Kyle Darragh and Chloe Boden (Year 8) at the Lepra fundraising event

A non-uniform day at the end of the Autumn half term
raised £1250 for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, whilst Alice
Chamings, Gemma Foster, Sophie Sluman and Harriot Day
in Mr Reason’s Year 8 tutor group raised £51 towards Katie’s
Appeal for Katie-Marie Gammon (Year 10) by holding their
own bake sale in room 42.

The ‘Maximise your Potential’ workshop on the 15th
November was attended by 67 Year 11 pupils, who
overwhelmingly rated the event as ‘excellent’ and
enjoyed a variety of activities allowing them to focus on
self-confidence, self-esteem and examination revision
techniques. The presenter Jeremy Dry (owner of ‘Maximise’)
thoroughly enjoyed working with the pupils, whose
behaviour and participation he said was outstanding.
Well done Year 11.

Helping Others
A heartfelt thanks to all of our pupils now in Year 8 and
their parents/carers who helped towards the amazing
£1316.89 total raised for Lepra Health in 2011/2012. This
is exceptional and we are very proud of your spirit and
goodwill. If you would like to have a look at how this money
helps people suffering from Leprosy, go to their website
www.leprahealthinaction.org. To show their gratitude, the
charity has already sent little presents to individual donors
and now we have also received a plaque which will be
displayed in the school.

Oliver Walton, Bailey Dellaway and Lindel Cumes (Year 8) have a go on the
Pitch and Putt at the Lepra fundraising

7. Helping Others

Sophie Sluman, Harriot Day, Gemma Foster and Alice Chamings (all Year 8)
who raised £51 for Katie’s Appeal

Children in Need
The Library raised £284 for Children in Need with a cake and
book sale. There was also a penny collection and a ‘Guess
the Number of Beans in the jar’ competition. Thanks to the
Learning Resource Centre staff for organising the event and
to the local businesses who kindly donated goods for the
cake sale, including Sainsburys, Tesco, the East and West
Bakery, the Old School Coffee House, Marks and Spencer,
the Co-operative, Booker Wholesale and Devon Delights.

Holly Wheeler and Yasmin White (Year 8) at Children in Need cake sale

50% of the proceeds from the English magazine, ‘The
Insider’, was sent to the Children’s Hospice South West
(£22.50).
The School raised £223.49 for the Poppy Appeal in
November.

House Charity Collections
Chichester
Staff in the Learning Resource Centre show off the baked goods for sale
for Children in Need (L-R Paula Crompton, Ronnie Windsor and Maureen
Semmens)

Mrs Phillips’ Year 8 tutor group raised £82.24 with a hugely
popular Halloween sale in the Art Department. Wilkinson’s
(Green Lanes) kindly donated some spooky themed
merchandise for the event which was sold alongside the
cakes. Well done 8PH!

Collected £16.59 this term. Mr Ratcliffe’s tutor group (Year
10) also raised £40 for the Marfan Association UK.

Drake

Ms Clarke’s tutor group (Year 7) have raised £32.50 with
a cake sale, and Mrs Mitchell’s (Year 10) £60.50 by selling
goody bags. All proceeds went to Katie’s Appeal/the CF
unit at North Devon District Hospital. A sponsored silence
by Jade Rendle (Year 8) raised an impressive £73.20, and
other Year 8’s have also shown their support by holding
their tongues! Callum Huxtable (£25), Faye Collins and Ellie
Finlinson (£27), Emily Isaac and Sophie Pepper (£20). A great
effort by all!

Fortescue

Collected £68.28. Miss Hanna’s tutor group (Year 7) have
raised £11.79 so far, whilst Mrs Haynes (Year 8) have raised
£5.43.

Raleigh

Collected £100.86
Thank you to everyone who has helped us.

Helping Year 7
25 Year 10 students are devoting their lunchtimes to help
Year 7s settle into Park School. They recently received Peer
Mentor badges and training certificates in appreciation of
their commitment and hard work.

Some of the Year 10 Peer Mentors with Mr Howells (L-R Chloe Dewberry,
Courtney Norman, Chloe Macree, Helena Standen, Kacie Phillips)

Halloween cakes and accessories go down a treat in the Art Department
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Living History!
KS3 students have been delving into the past, with Year
7 exploring their birthdays through history whilst Year 8
researched the wives of Henry VIII and Year 9 designed
Olympic research information sheets. Next term will see
Year 10 take a trip to the Old Operating Theatre in London
and Year 9 visit the Imperial War Museum in London and
the Jewish Museum where they will speak to a Holocaust
survivor.

Life’s a Drama!

The Fair Trade stand at Parents’ Evening

A group of Year 9 pupils spent a day working with pupils
from Braunton and Pilton schools. The lively and creative
workshop was led by an excellent theatre practitioner,
a professional actor and university lecturer. Here’s what
some pupils had to say about the event: “It has built my
confidence in Drama.” “It was an enjoyable trip for all, as
well as socialising with people from other schools we were
taught lots of different drama skills.” “This was a great trip
to be involved in and I would recommend it to anyone who
wants to do it next year!”

The Business World
The Student Investor Challenge is once again proving
popular with Years 9-11, with 44 students in 11 teams
buying and selling shares to make as much profit as
possible. The teams each have £100,000 to use to trade
shares. The competition closes in March 2013.
The dates for Year 10 Work Experience are 15-19th July and
22-26th July 2013. If any parent knows of a new placement
that would be suitable for a student please contact Mrs
Thomas at the school.

Park School is a Fair Trade
School!
Well done to members of the Fair Trade Steering Committee
who have worked for three years to meet the criteria for
Park School to be judged and awarded Fair Trade School
Status. You will have seen members of the committee
manning a Fair Trade stall at Parents’ Evenings and the
Summer Fete.
Other activities have involved the Steering Committee
lobbying for Fair Trade Products to be sold in the canteen,
conference room and vending machines, mapping the
delivery of Fair Trade across the curriculum, inviting
speakers into house assemblies, taking year assemblies
themselves and making presentations to Governors. The
aim for the Steering Committee is to educate about the
benefits of Fair Trade, raise the profile of Fair Trade and
encourage people to offer a Fair Trade option wherever
possible.

The Committee meets in Room 1 each Friday lunchtime.
Anyone with ideas for future developments please come
to a meeting or contact Mrs Thomas at the school.

9. School Life

The Fair Trade Steering Committee receive the news Fair Trade status has
been awarded

On the Pitch

The School has received a wonderful letter from Rob Guy,
National Manager for Sports Leaders UK, in which he writes:
“I would like to bring to your attention and recognise the
fantastic efforts your PE Department have made over the last
ten years in delivering the Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership
within your school.
Much of this work takes place as extra-curricular activity
and demonstrates the fantastic commitment that your
PE Staff make to developing skills within their students
such as planning, organising and communicating. This
programme will also have substantial benefits in terms of
getting pupils more active and is also being used as part of
the 2012 Legacy. The Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership is a
nationally recognised qualification and carries 7 credits on the
Qualifications Credit Framework.“
My thanks and congratulations to Mr Marsh and his staff.

Athletics Festival
In July the School hosted a Year 5 Olympics 2012 Athletics
festival in which over two hundred primary school pupils
participated. The pupils were divided into teams from all the
schools taking part, to encourage them to appreciate the
Olympic values of friendship, respect and excellence and
each team was given an Olympic country to represent. The
pupils were taught the basic elements of ten athletic events
by Park School’s Year 10 Sports Leaders before competing
in each event to produce a team score. The gold medallists

were the team representing South Africa, with Italy taking
the silver medal and Brazil the bronze medal. Our thanks to
Mr Mackie for organising this memorable opportunity for all
involved.

School football
This term it has been very difficult to get the games played
due to the weather, but despite this three out of the four
year group teams have got through to the semi-finals in
November. Year 7 play South Molton, Year 8 play Pilton and
Year 10 play Great Torrington.

Cross Country
The annual Steven Shield Cross-country race which took
place at Torrington rugby club in October was heavily
represented by pupils from Park. Almost 50 children from
year 7 to 10 took part in this year’s event which was held in
perfect Cross-country conditions, i.e. wet & windy! Despite
the mud, all runners persevered and finished the race with
some great times. Another outstanding run from Martika
Gallagher (Year 9) who finished first in her race, Callum
Choules (Year 8) who finished second in his race and not to
mention the year 7 girls team consisting of Erin Silvester,
Florence Moore, Olivia Sayer, Molly Thomas & Grace Wood
who came first overall. A big thanks to Lucy Gill & Kez Ley
(Year 10) for standing in at the last minute and to Miss
Webber & Mrs Paddon for their help and ensuring that the
day ran smoothly – excuse the pun!

It’s All Go in Primary PE!
Regular football, netball and hockey sessions have been
held at Park School for primary pupils to come along and
enjoy taking part in these sports and using our facilities.
One of Park’s PE teachers, Mrs Jenkins, produced a Dance
course for primary teachers across Barnstaple to develop
ideas and resources to deliver dance to their pupils.
A volleyball course for aspiring Sports Leaders from the
primary schools was led by former Park student Denise
Austin (Tuohey). This taught the pupils how to introduce
and teach volleyball in their own schools.
Over 700 primary school pupils from years 3-6 took part in
a series of cross-country races on the Park School site this
term. The final overall winners were Newport Community
School.

Primary Schools Cross Country at Park with Mr Mackie

Book Tokens
Book tokens have been awarded to the following students
for borrowing the most books from the Library during the
autumn term: Sam Foster (Year 7), Deborah Roper (Year
8), Niamh Hetfield (Year 9), Chris Dunkin (Year 10), Jacob
McCowan-Smith (Year 11). Congratulations!

Joe Totterdell (Year 10) and Tommy Tanner (Year 10) racing for the Steven
Shield

Year 7 Tutor Group Reading
Award
This new Award has been won for the first time by 7EG.
Borrowed books earn points, but remember to return them
on time or you lose points! Book reviews will gain you 2
points towards the Award.

Golden Ticket Event
Back by popular demand after Christmas, wrapped books
will be available to borrow from the Library – you may
find yourself reading something you would not normally
borrow! Submit a review and get a bookmark. If you find
one of the Golden Tickets, claim your £5 Book Token.
Year 9 girls from Park’s Cross-Country team: Katie Shutt, Megan Hamilton,
Rachel Coles, Amber Oreshko and Martika Gallagher

10. School Life

Student Librarians
Our Student Librarian team now includes new members
Joshua Clifford (Year 9) and Alice Dowling and Deb Roper
(both Year 8). Jasmine Williams (Year 7) is collecting the
newspapers for us. Welcome!

Bookbuzz
Once again, Year 7 were able to choose a free book from
a selection provided by the Booktrust, an independent
charity dedicated to encouraging people of all ages and
cultures to engage with books. Bookbuzz’s goal is to
encourage reading for pleasure and independent choice.
Year 7 students chose their free book from a list of specially
selected titles. This year the school is contributing towards
the cost of the scheme.

The Park School Kids Lit Quiz team (L-R Lindel Cumes, Kate Boorman, Sian
Beasant, Jack Tighe, Adam Langford, Ionia Green, Alice Dowling, Alice
Chamings)

Life in the English
Department

65 pupils entered the prestigious Appledore Book Festival
Writing Competition. Tilly Porter (Year 9) won the Bronze
Award and received £20 of book tokens at an award
ceremony and was presented her prize by Anthony Browne,
Children’s Laureate 2009-2011.

Year 7 students unpacking the delivery from Bookbuzz!

A sale of second hand books raised £25.95 for Children In
Need. Thank you to all those who took part.

Tilly Porter (Year 9)

During October a range of children’s authors visited Park
School. Tanya Landman gave a captivating talk to Year 7
students and Year 6 students from Newport Primary. Ally
Kennan gave a workshop to a group of selected Year 8
students and Chris d’Lacey gave an entertaining talk to the
two accelerated groups in Year 9. Students learned about
the authors’ works, had opportunities to ask questions and
got the chance to collect autographs! Over 200 students
took part over the three activities.
Book sale for Children in Need

Annual Kids’ Lit Quiz
8 students from Year 7 and 8 were chosen to represent the
school in this prestigious event. The South West heat is held
in Cornwall during November when schools compete for
a chance to progress on to the International Competition
and enter the final in South Africa! Representing the Park
School this year are: Ionia Green (Year 7) Sian Beasant, Kate
Boorman, Alice Chamings, Lindel Cumes, Alice Dowling,
Adam Langford, Jack Tighe (all Year 8). Our thanks to Mrs
Wheldon our Librarian.

Sian Bassett, Rachel Walker, Niamh Hetfield (all Year 9) with author Chris
d’Lacey

11. Life in the English Department

The Merry Wives of
Windsor!

Year 8 Environmental
Olympiad July 2012

During November, 47 students from Years 9 and 10,
accompanied by Mr Ballantyne, Mr Bailey and Mrs Jones,
travelled to Stratford Upon Avon to visit Shakespeare’s
birthplace. Students were able to walk through
Shakespeare’s house and find out more about his life before
watching short extracts of his most famous plays performed
and explained by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust’s inhouse actors. In the afternoon they visited the RSC Theatre
to see a fantastic (and funny!) performance of The Merry
Wives of Windsor. It was a brilliant day and the students
hugely enjoyed finding out more about our most famous
playwright and having the opportunity to see one of his
plays being performed by a leading theatre company.

This annual event was once again a great success, deserving
a big well done to all students (now in Year 9) who worked
so hard on their presentations. The winning team with
their work on the Lundy Marine Conservation Zone were
presented with their prize of a digital camera each. Our
thanks also to the judging panel, made up of Mr Canham
(Chair of Governors), David Weatherly (Devon Adviser for
Geography) Mr Cammack and Mrs Graham.

Year 11 Fieldwork to
Westward Ho!
At the beginning of term Year 11 students participated
in a day of fieldwork to collect data for their Geography
controlled assessment, worth 15% of their GCSE grade.
Their hard work was rewarded with Hockings ice creams
enjoyed by all!

Shakespeare trip students get up close with the actors

Working on the wave cut platform at Westward Ho!

At the RSC theatre

Measuring potholes on the wave cut platform at Westward Ho!

Year 9 Fieldwork following
the River Lyn
Outside Shakespeare’s house

12. Out and About

At the beginning of October the whole of Year 9 took part
in fieldwork following the River Lyn from source to mouth.
The fieldwork gave the students the opportunity to see the
processes and landforms they had been learning about

in class and provided them with first-hand knowledge of
the impacts of the 1952 flood, which was then used in the
assessment they completed at the end of October. Once
again we were fairly lucky with the weather and a good
week was had by all!

Jake Hamilton (Year 9) studying the Watersmeet confluence

Year 10 Kashmir
Presentation
At the end of September, Major Arthur Norman-Walker
came in to talk to Year 10 students about the 2005 Kashmir
Earthquake. The presentation focused upon the response
after the earthquake and the involvement of the engineer
squadron based at Chivenor, providing students with
a valuable insight into how international organisations
respond to disasters.

Yr11 Music students visit
Newport Primary School
The Year 11 GCSE Music students spent an afternoon
at Newport Primary School performing and running
workshops for Year 6 pupils. Working in small groups,
the students prepared and organised their own short
performances and workshops, performing to around 60
enthusiastic Newport pupils. Some were inspired by their
GCSE world music compositions whilst others treated the
pupils to an acoustic version of the ever popular ‘Taylor
Swift’!

‘Christmas in the Woods’
Christmas Concert 18th &
19th December
It’s that time of year again! We would like to invite you
to the annual Park School Christmas Concert, starting at
7.30pm in the School Hall. We promise something a little
different this year with performances from all years plus
special guests! Tickets will be on sale in pupil reception
– make sure you buy early to avoid disappointment! £2
Children and £4 Adults. There will be refreshments of
mulled wine and mince pies at the interval.

Coming Soon…
In January Year 10 GCSE students will undertake their first
fieldtrip of the course, with the focus being on Globalisation
and Development. In February there will be an opportunity
for Gifted and Talented Geographers at Key Stage 3 to
undertake a visit to extend the curriculum – further details
to follow soon!

Jasmine Urwick and Chad Luxton (Year 11) at Cranbrook, Exeter. Awful
weather but still smiling!

Rehearsals for Christmas concert start in the music rooms

13. School Life

Rockschool Guitar Grades
With thanks to Rob Swan, guitar teacher, the following
students have passed their guitar examinations:
Josh Butler (Year 10) - Grade 2
Nathan Green Year 8) - Grade 1 (Merit)
Shaun Maxwell (Year 10) - Grade 2 (Distinction)
Cameron Fuller (Year 8) – Grade 1 (Merit)
Ben Martin (Year 8) - Grade 1 (Distinction)
Let the music play on!

Year 5 and 6 have been making wind-powered control
boxes to be used to control the rise and fall of Mr
Fredricksen’s flying house from the film ‘Up’! The pupils
constructed cardboard frames which held a gear system
made from dowel and card. Different ‘sails’ were designed
to make best use of the ‘wind’ available. The device was to
fit on the side of the house in order to save him from having
to throw away his possessions in order to control the rising
and falling of his house as it was lifted by hot air balloons!
Thank you to Mr Plaza who worked on data logging with a
group of pupils.
Year 5 have been using CADCAM to design and then cut out
a range of Christmas Cards. The pupils used the Craft Robo
software to design the cards and the cutter to make the
decorative shapes.

Helping out at Newport
Community School’s Design
and Technology/Science
Technology at Holywell
Week
Primary School

Years 2 and 3 have been using pneumatics to control the
movement of ‘Egyptian God’ faces. The pupils used syringes
and tubes to create the movement and used cardboard
to construct the ‘head’. These were then decorated and
painted using Egyptian Gods as the inspiration.
Years 4, 5 and 6 have been making windmills as part of the
link to early Tudor power systems.

Our Lady’s School
Year 3 and 4 have been making sweets in Food Technology,
designing and making small boxes to put the sweets in. The
pupils used the Craft Robo software and cutter to produce
the boxes.

Boston Tea Party Exhibition
Please drop in to The Boston Tea Party Café from the 6th
December to view a selection of artwork from all year
groups. Don’t forget that late night shopping on a Thursday
allows for some light refreshment whilst viewing our
creations!!! We would like to thank Tesco’s for their kind
donation of mulled wine and minced pies for this event.

Making windmills at Holywell Primary School

14. Learning can be fun!

Boston Tea Party Craft
Workshop

will be available to them in June. The 2012 trip was hugely
enjoyed by all and inspired some lovely paintings by the Art
students (now Year 11), pictured here.

30 Year 10 and 11 students attended a workshop to create
some items to see on the private view evening. Christmas
cards, funky jewellery and Christmas decorations will be on
sale on the night of the 6th December.

Craft workshop in the Art Department

Christmas decorations made at the Craft Workshop

Green Lanes Art Exhibition
This exhibition of GCSE Art work is still on display outside
the Wilkinson’s store. Please take a look if you are passing
by.

Christmas Show
Mrs Freeman and Ms Curtis gave up a day of their holiday
to create some beautiful animal sculptures for the
Christmas performance set design. Well done to Emily
Lobb, Ebony Thorne and Eve Warburton (all Year 10) for their
commitment to this project. We look forward to seeing the
results later in the term.

Year 10 pupils paint their responses to the London Expressive Arts trip

Visual Diary
Mrs Phillips has produced a beautiful hard-backed Visual
Diary compiling some of the best artwork and snapshots
from activities in Art during the last year. It will be on
display at parents’ evenings and events.

Expressive Arts Trip to
London
We are now in the final stages of planning a three day trip to
London in June. Our Year 10 students attended an evening
earlier in the term to view some of the experiences that

15. Being Creative!

Art Visual Diary 2011-2012

Online Payment Service
This term saw the launch of our WisePay Payment Portal
which allows parents and guardians to make payments
directly to the school using their debit or credit cards.
This means payments for school meals, trips, tickets and
uniforms can now be made conveniently from home, office,
or anywhere that has an internet connection, 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. You do not have to wait until the school
is open and you do not have to send cheques or cash to
school with your child.
Another advantage of this new system is enabling you to
see your payment history in your “Wise Account” and keep
track of your balances at any time. This is particularly useful
for, say, a school trip that you are paying on instalments or
for school meal balances. You no longer have to call school
to ask about your balance or wait for a receipt to arrive. The
WisePay Portal can be reached from the Parents’ section of
our new-look website, which we hope you will find more
accessible and will help make life easier by providing all the
information you need in one place.

Governors Awards: L-R Beth Clarke (Year 11), Molly Jeffery (Year 11),
Lois Miles (Year 11), Lewis Walker (Year 10), Jess Palmer (Year 11), Mrs
Goodman, Jake Alexander (Year 11)

Goodbye...
Charlene Dine (English) leaves us at Christmas for a new
post at Mortimer Community College, Tyne and Wear.
Brett James (Science and Maths) also leaves us to move to a
new post at Ilfracombe College
Harriet Mills, our SEN Administrator, is also moving on, also
leaving us just before Christmas.
Our thanks to each of them for their contribution to the
school, with best wishes for the future.

...and Hello
We have welcomed back Robert Barber to the Drama
department following a prolonged period of absence
due to ill-health. It is good to see him back with us, now
recovered and enjoying life back in the Drama studio.
Mrs Johnson (PE) and Miss Dufresne (ICT) are each enjoying
their maternity leave and our very best wishes to them and
their growing families.

Christopher Dunkin (Year 10) receiving his award from Governor Jim
White for achieving a tremendous 1500 merits

Another World
I travel for miles for a bucket of water
I’m lucky to get a scrap of bread for the long hours I
work
I long for the days I can go to school and earn my
education
But…
Today I travel
Today I work
Today I dream
By Daniella Morgan (Year 7)

16. Goodbye and Hello!

PEPPa (Park Effective
Partnership with Parents)
PEPPa (Park Effective Partnership with Parents) is a group of
parents who meet with the school’s management team to
discuss how the partnership between school and home can
be improved.
At our AGM in November the following were elected as
Officers for 2012-13:
Dru Bryant (Chair)
Sophie Isaac (Secretary)
Lisa Beasant (Treasurer)

New Parents Sessions
This year saw bumper attendance at our New Parents
Sessions. These sessions were well received and we had
some fantastic feedback:
“Very interesting and entertaining speakers”
“Just wanted to say how much I have enjoyed all of
these sessions-they have been enjoyable, interesting
and informative. It has been lovely to be part of
such a lovely, friendly group. Well done to everyone
involved”
“Very informative and definitely makes you feel you
are not alone I have learnt so much and feel much
more confident about the school”
“These sessions are really worth attending for all
parents to gain invaluable information to share with
our children”
Although these are primarily aimed at new parents, they
are open to all, so if you missed some or all of these sessions
this year, please do come next year.

17. Parent Partnership

KS4 Examinations
You may have read in the media that the Government are
proposing changing the examinations sat at the end of KS
4. The proposals as they currently stand will affect children
currently in Year 7. PEPPa have looked at these proposals
and have responded to the DfE Consultation giving our
opinions as parents.

Year 10&11 Revision
Evening
The Year 10&11 Revision Evening is on 12 February 2013.
This is an evening where parents can learn more about their
child’s course work and assessments, as well as finding out
how they can help them revise. Whilst it is aimed at GCSE
students and their parents, all parents will find areas such
as ‘How your child revises today’ and ‘the VLE’ very useful,
so if you want to help your child in his or her studies please
come along.

Join us...
Anyone can come along to our meetings and it is a good
way of find out how the school works and what is going on.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 22 January at 7pm in the
SASC. Dates of meetings can be found in the calendar on
the website and on the Weekly Bulletin.

peppa@parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

Donations for the
Christmas Concert
The Christmas Concert will be taking place on 19th / 20th
December and the Friends of Park are requesting donations
of bottles of wine for the mulled wine. If you can help please
hand bottles in to the main school reception.
If you are available to help serve refreshments at this event
please let us know.

The January quiz
Friday 1st February 7:30pm in the school hall. Come and
join us for a lighthearted yet competitive evening. Teams of
up to 6 at £6 per head (tbc) which includes a ploughman’s
supper. Bar available.

Canopy Fund
We are currently raising money to provide a canopy for
a new Y11 social area. So far we have £2500 towards our
target of £15000!
If you would like to offer help and support in any way the
‘Friends of Park’ would love to hear from you.

Join us...
There are many ways in which you can get involved. We
support the school by providing refreshments at parents’
evenings, concerts and other school events, holding
fundraising activities and generally supporting pupils,
teachers and areas of the curriculum. Meetings are informal
and friendly and held once a term. The next meeting is Wed
16th Jan, 7.30pm at the Chichester Arms.
At present we are looking for some more people to join
the parents evening tea rota. This involves a short shift of 2
hours (3.30-5.30pm or 5-7pm) to serve teas and coffees in
the school hall. If you have a few hours to spare please let us
know.
Contact the secretary at christinefarr@hotmail.com.

Committee:
Paula Dunkin (Chair)
Lisa Beasant (Vice Chair)
Christine Farr (Secretary)
Seamus Ivers (Fundraising coordinator)
Michelle Tucker (Tea coordinator)
Karen Sandwell (Treasurer)
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Notices...
Criminal Records Bureau
(CRB) Checks: Local
Authority Advice for
Parents
All of us will be aware that over the past few years
there has been an enormous increase in the number of
people convicted of offences against children, including
inappropriate use of the internet. People from all
professions have been arrested and convicted, including
a number of staff in the teaching profession across the
United Kingdom, teachers in schools and those involved in
private tuition. We are concerned that, when seeking extra
tuition for their children, parents may unwittingly choose an
unsuitable person simply because her/his credentials show
her/him to be an ex-teacher (i.e. “a professional person who
could not possibly have committed such an offence”).

The Local Authority advises
that the following general
advice is given to parents:
If they are seeking extra tuition for their children, it is safer
to find the appropriate person through a Private Tutoring
Agency who should have carried out CRB checks on all
their tutors. Parents should ask to see the documentation.
If they make a direct approach to a private tutor, they
should ask the person if they have requested their own
standard personal CRB check and, if so, ask to see their
documentation. It is important for parents to ensure that
the document they are shown is the printed CRB Disclosure
Certificate and that it is up to date. CRB Certificates were
first produced in March 2002 but may very quickly become
out of date.

Pupils’ Names in the
Newspaper and on the
School Website
All schools and other organisations like to publicise
their successes and achievements in the local press
– and now on the Internet. This invariably involves
photographs of pupils giving their names. Sadly,
there has been some concern that this could, in
extreme circumstances, cause some element of risk
for personal security. If you would rather your child’s
success not be published with their name on a photo,
please write and let me know.

Consultation on Changes
to The Park Community
School Uniform
Letters have been distributed this term concerning the
Governors’ proposed changes to the School uniform to

19. School Uniform

instigate a more formal style. We would like to encourage
you to consider this letter and let us know your comments.
Our Head Boy (Barnaby Meadowcroft, Year 11) and Head
Girl (Jessica Lobb, Year 11) can be seen here modelling the
new look jumper and blazer which would be the uniform
for boys and girls from September 2013 if the proposal goes
ahead.

Park Lane
Barnstaple
EX32 9AX
Tel: 01271 373131
admin@parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

It always amazes me just how
much we all do and achieve in one
term- and this one is no exception!
My congratulations and thanks to
everyone. My very best wishes to
you and your family for a peaceful
Christmas and Happy New Year
and my thanks also for your help
and support over this very full and
enjoyable term.
Yours sincerely,
David Atton Headteacher

design & production • chalkface • info@chalkfacedesign.co.uk

Spring Term begins at 8.50am on
Tuesday 8th January 2013 for all
pupils (Monday 7th January is a nonpupil staff development day).

20. A happy New Year to you all!

