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Although the weather may make you feel that there has 
been very little Summer this year, I feel sure that all will 
brighten as you read through the pages that follow and see 
all that your sons and daughters have taken part in and 
achieved this term.
Certainly, as I brought this edition together I felt a huge and 
growing respect for everyone mentioned.  The sheer range 
of opportunity and experience as young people enjoy their 
teenage years, working together with one another and with 
their teachers and their colleagues to achieve something really 
special.
We all work very hard to enable our students to achieve full 
individual potential in their GCSE and other examinations, 
securing those vital grades that are the keys to unlock future 
opportunities, but a good education involves so much more.  
Visitors always comment upon how pleasant, calm and 
purposeful the school is, in a beautiful location of parkland 
with the river and town beyond.  From this secure, caring ethos 
and environment we seek to stimulate with challenge and high 
expectations, opening eyes to achievement, creativity and new 
interests.
Our central aim is to secure academic achievement, but this 
relies not only upon ability but also upon motivation and 
determination, self-confidence and resilience.  If every student 

is to achieve personal best, the key is motivating each to gain 
all that a good education has to offer.  Praise and rewards, 
encouraging full involvement in school life – and a rich range 
of extra-curricular activities combine with effective teaching to 
extend ambition, raise confidence and celebrate success. 
Each child is different – working closely with the home, we 
seek that success whatever individual aptitudes, interests 
and expectation may be.  Hopefully, we can encourage 
each to value education and with clear and careful guidance 
and support, offer them the greatest opportunity for a good 
education and the very best possible start in life.
As you read the pages that follow, I hope that you will agree 
with me that what shines through is a rich tapestry of colour 
and opportunity as young people work hard and enjoy their 
lives to the full.  They are the future and we seek everything 
possible for each of them. 
I hope your family is able to enjoy a good Summer!
Thank you for your help and support.
The Autumn Term 2012 begins at 08:50am on Thursday 
6th September, when we all join together again for the new 
School Year 2012-13!
David Atton, Headteacher

1. Thank you for your help & support

Welcome to the 
Summer Park 
News for 2012



2. Welcomes and Goodbyes

Welcomes and 
Goodbyes in the 
Staffroom
Robert  Barber – Mr Barber has been absent since late May 
and faces a long period of medical care.  Our best wishes to 
him for a full recovery.

Leaving at the end of this term:
Rita Granger, joint Head of Maths, joined the school in 
January 1988 and following her 24 years of service she has 
decided to retire!  Inevitably she has seen many changes in 
that time and leaves with our very best wishes for a fulfilling 
future.
Richard Wakeley, Caretaker, is also one of our longest 
serving colleagues, having joined the school in March 
1988.  He has also decided to hand in his keys.  He moves to 
retirement with our very best wishes to him and his wife for 
the future.
Mark Humfrey, Head of Geography, who joined the school 
on 1st September 1991 has decided to retire.  He leaves with 
our thanks for his long service to the school and very best 
wishes for the future.
Saul Cumiskey, joined us in January 2002 as an Art Teacher 
and has decided to look to new ventures outside teaching.  
We wish him well for the future.
Judith Aliberti, teacher of Modern Foreign Languages, 
joined us in January 1994 and has taken a post at Shebbear 
College in September.
Jane Hibbert, who joined us in January 2006 is retiring 
after six years’ service to the school in both English and 
Special Educational Needs.
Jonathan Cohen joined us as Teacher of Science in 
September 2007.  We wish him well in his new promoted 
post at Tiverton School.

My thanks to them all for their service to the school and they 
take with them our very best wishes for the future

New Staff who have just 	
joined us:
Hannah O’Connor,  joined us on 1st April 2012 to teach 
P.E. during Mrs Jenkins’ maternity leave. 

Joining us in September for the 
New School Year:
Teachers:
Ross Bishop, currently a PGCE student at Park, takes up a 
post as Science Teacher with us.
Deborah Elsaesser is joining us part-time to teach Design 
Technology.
Emma Flesher, from the City of Leeds Secondary School,   
joins us to teach Religious Studies.
Gemma Gillespie, a student teacher from Hanley Castle 
High School in Worcester, joins us to teach Science.
Steven Griffiths, PGCE student at Exeter University, will 
be joining us to teach Religious Studies.

Louise Knight from Broadoak College in Somerset is 
joining us to teach Mathematics. 
Ben Millan currently at Ilfracombe Arts College has been 
appointed to the Modern Foreign Languages Department.
Victoria Nel from Pilton Community College will be 
joining us to teach English and Special Educational Needs.
Sarah Wadham, currently a PGCE student at Park, joins 
our Mathematics Department.

Support Staff:
Tracy Isaac, currently working part-time in the School 
Office during Suzanne Redmore’s maternity leave, has been 
appointed as our H.R./Personnel Officer.
Jade Quick will be joining our Teaching Assistant Team.
Laura Stewart has been appointed to a new  post as School 
Communications Co-ordinator and First-Aider.
Caroline Webber will be replacing Sophie Hunt as 
Departmental Assistant for Physical Education. 
Nicholas Kindgom-Kruszewski has joined us as a Teaching 
Assistant for the Humanities Department, replacing Ella 
Smallridge who has decided not to return following 
maternity leave.

Appointments to be made:
A Higher Level Teaching Assistant for Mathematics whilst 
Sally Ovey is temporarily seconded to work with Pupil 
Premium students.
A Learning Mentor appointed to work with Pupil Premium 
students. 
A Caretaker to replace Richard Wakeley who retires on 
13th July 2012.

Maternity Leave Update:
Emma Heale returned to her teaching in Design Technology 
during June.
Suzanne Redmore returns to the School Office in early  
July.
Eleanor Hastings will return to her full-time Science 
Teacher post during July.
Helen Rogers will return to her teaching post in Physical 
Education during July.
Keely Reed, part-time Teacher of Art, is due to return in 
September.
Rebecca Jenkins, P.E. department, began her maternity 
leave in April.
Anne Dufresne, Teacher of ICT, will begin her maternity 
leave in November.

Other Staffing Changes:
Mark Galliford – on Julie Button’s promotion to Joint 
Head of Maths, Mark becomes the new Deputy Head of 
Kingsley House.  
Lara Stevens – is Acting Head of Drama from June 2012 to 
cover Robert Barber’s ongoing  absence. 
Nikki Corrick will relinquish her personnel administration 
job role (to which Tracy Isaac has been appointed) from 
1st September and continue working as the Headteacher’s 
Secretary.



3. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Academic Excellence!
Year 9 pupil nominated for the Dux Award Scheme

In March, the Schools’ Minister, Nick Gibb, announced a new 
national award scheme to recognise the top achievers in secondary 
schools in England.

We were asked to identify a Year 9 pupil as our ‘Dux Award’ nominee, 
plus a ‘First Reserve’.  The reward was to be a visit to one of the 
twenty Russell Group Universities,  including  Oxford, Cambridge and 
Bristol.

However, not only was our award nominee, Fern Clarke offered a 
place, but also our ‘First Reserve’, Ellie Smith.  The reward is a visit 
to the University of Bristol on Friday 6th July.  The day involves an 
interactive lecture on medieval literature and a laboratory session in 
pharmacology. 

It was a fantastic opportunity for our two pupils, who have also been 
offered a year’s free membership to IGGY - a global on-line network 
for gifted teenagers working with top academics at the University of 
Warwick.

Well done to both girls.

The Junior Maths Challenge 2012
Congratulations to:

L to R Fern Clarke and Ellie Smith

Liam Hammett (Best in Year), Tilly Porter (Best in School), 
Gold Award Winners

YEAR 7
Gold Award and Best in Year
Liam Hammett

Silver Awards
Jasmine Wilson
Deborah Roper				  
	
Jack Harper
Ben Hyde
Hannah Kinsman
Amy Fletcher

Bronze Awards
Chloe Cooper
Cameron Keast
Joshua Stanhope
Owen Cockell
Lewis Hall Rudford
Alice Chamings
Hannah Slade				  
	
Daniel Gibson
Jack Tighe

YEAR 8
Gold Award and Best in School
Tilly Porter

Gold Awards
Benjamin Lahai Taylor
Tom Hutchens

Silver Awards
Katie Harris				  
	
Alex Peters
Henry Webber
Megan Yeats
Rachael Bellew
Daniel Elston
Scott Wells
Rebecca Poole

Bronze Awards
Bethany Ranger
Cheryl Hammond			 
	
Lana Bailey
Oliver Kinsella
Abigail Roberts
Olivia Bidwell
Rachel Coles
Kieran Parr
Naomi Raymont
Rhys Sandwell
Isla Laird
Joseph Sherborne

Congratulations and well done to them all!



4. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Celebration 
with the School 
Governors
A Governors’ tea is held for those students who have 
received 500, 750 and 1000 merits.  This is held once a term.

Congratulations to those pupils who joined us with their 
families on 14 June 2012 to receive their well deserved 
Certificate of Achievement from Martin Penny, Vice Chair 
Of Governors.

It was very good to see so many pupils and their family 
members in the Dining Hall to collect their Awards.  Those 
pupils unable to attend were presented with their certificates 
and badges by their Head of House in the end of term 
assembly.

For the first time, Year 11 pupils were also able to collect 
their outstanding Awards from their Tutor before they left on 
Thursday 31 May – it was marvellous that so many in Year 
11 wanted their Awards before they left us.

1250 Merits!
Emily Jeanes (Year 11)

1000 Merits
Evie Gates, Araminta Pain, Aimee Kerr, Kayleigh 
Richardson, Jennifer Henry, Siobhan Osborne, Chloe 
Jago, Emma McAnelly (Year 11)
Zoe Tucker (Year 10)

750 Merits
Maddie Essery, Lucy Gill, Frankie O’Connor (Year 9)
Sophie Boden, Ellie Bowden-Edge, Jack Moses, Kara St 
John, Beth Stevens, David Dobbs, Beth Nash, Siobhan 
Nickels	 , Aaron Williams, Adam Rook (Year 10)
Sapphire Goddard, Matthew Lilley, Alice Taylor, 
Georgia Worth, Sabrina Shah (Year 11)

500 Merits
Sam Chowdhury (Year 7)
Shahriar Arain, Daniel Sutton, Kimberley Leson, Tom 
Hutchens, Alice Bennett, Lucy Hawkins (Year 8)
Kirstie Lane, Annie Smaldon, Hakan Soylu, Georgia 
(Zara) Gabriel, Robert  Isaac, Beth Babb, Caitlyn 
Richardson, Josh Butler, Chris Hyde, Sam Symons, 
Shauna Tapscott, Sophie Urwin, Chelsea Rockey, 
Cameron Simpson, Jasmin Smale (Year 9)
Emily Potter. Curtis Rowe, Bradley Campbell, Beth 
Revert, Maddison Burridge, Sean Shapland, Mila 
Muzzard-Clarke, Charlotte Harrison-Taylor, Jacob 
McCowen-Smith, Barney Meadowcroft, Rebecca 
Pudney, Isobella Skelton, Aerin Parkin (Year 10)
Emma Winsor, George Wilde, Ashley Headon, Gemma 
Wells, Dan Cannon, Rebecca Goulding, Jay Chadwick, 
Dan Keitch, Howard King, Kayleigh Sanders (Year 11)

Drake Award Winners (L to R) Holly Sherborne, Amy Fanning and 
Zoe Tucker with Mr Penny and Mrs Freeman (Miss Langford!)

Raleigh Award Winners (L to R) Laura Hughes, Ellen Cosh, Robert 
Isaac, Katie Harris, Max Kilham, Alice Field with Mrs Cockerham, 
Deputy Head of House

Fortescue Award Winners (L to R) Lewis Stevens, Etta-Rose James, 
Tom Cadogan, Callum Ovey, Tim Chamings with Mr Sloman

L to R Chichester Award Winners Jemma Sloman, Abigail Roberts, 
Imogen Baker, Kelsey Passmore, Emily Lobb, Emily Baglow, Gareth 
Sloman with Mrs Hevingham

L to R Kingsley Award Winners Beth Hill, Louise Knight, Helena 
Standen, Maddie Jones, Dan Cannon, Ryleigh Sloman with Mr 
Carnall



5. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Congratulations to 
our ‘10 Tors’ Teams
 A celebratory lunch was held for them all with Mr 
Ratcliffe, Ms Granger, Miss Brierly and Miss Hanna who 
helped with their training.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
and experience for all who take part.

L-R Beth Cox, Miles Kingsley, Bradley Bell, Sean Farr, Sam Cooper 
(Year 11 Team)

Success in Music
Alice Johnston (Year 9) has passed her Grade 2 Piano Exam.

Yoseph Eskandar and Alfie Stone (both in Year 7) have passed 
their Grade 3 Piano with Merit.

Ryan Adamson (Year 11) achieved a Merit in his Grade 5 Theory 
Exam

L-R Tom Crooks, Jacob McCowen-Smith, Matthew Turner, William 
Squire, Michael Laycock (Year 10 Team)

L-R Jacob McCowen-Smith, William Squire, Matthew Turner, 
Michael Laycock, Tom Crook (Year 10 Team)

L-R William Squire, Tom Crook, Jacob McCowen-Smith, Michael Laycock, 
Matthew Turner, Jessica Roome (Year 10 Team)

L-R Sam Cooper, Bradley Bell, Sean Farr, Beth Cox, Ryan Hough, Miles 
Kingsley (Year 11 Team)

Waiting for the 35 & 45 milers to reach the finish line – Miss Brierley, Mr 
Ratcliffe, Mrs Granger, Mrs Wadham and Miss Hanna

Mount Kilimanjaro
During 4 days of their Easter Holidays William and 
Nathan Squire (Year 10) successfully climbed up Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa!



6. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Gareth Pike (Year 10) competed in both the 400 and 800 
metres races held in Cardiff on 2 June in the Welsh Diamond 
Jubilee Championships, finishing a creditable 6th in the 400 
metres final.  This is a fantastic achievement in a national 
athletics championships! On 16 June,  he represented North 
Devon Schools in the Devon Schools competition held in 
Exeter finishing 6th in the 400 metres final.

Golf
Annie Walker (Year 10) qualified for the English School’s 
U-16 Golf Championships South West Stage in Bristol 
during May.  Unfortunately it coincided with important 
GCSE assessments and her schooling had to come first!   
However, in July she will be in Leicester as she has qualified 
for the English Schools U16 National Championships!  
Our very best wishes to her for future success both in the 
examination room and on the golf course.

Athletics Success
It has been an extremely successful year for all of our 
Athletics Teams. After 3 competitions against other schools 
including West Buckland, S Molton, Chulmleigh, and Great 
Torrington we achieved the following results. 

Year 	 Boys 	 Girls 
7	 1st	 2nd
8	 2nd	 1st
9	 1st	 1st
10	 2nd 	 3rd 

After a fantastic representation at the North Devon Schools 
Athletics Championships we had the following pupils 
qualify for the Devon Championships.

Martika Gallagher (Year 8) - 1500m
Beth Babb (Year 9) - Shot
Matthew Morrish (Year 9 ) - 100m
Harry Bayliss (Year 9) - Triple and High Jump
Katie Holland (Year 10) - 800m
Chloe Holland (Year 10) - 800m
Hannah Gaunt (Year 10) - 1500m
Amie Walker (Year 10) - 1500m
Gareth Pike (Year 10) - 400m
Chad Luxton (Year 10) - Long jump and 100m 
Barny Meadowcroft (Year 10) - Javelin and 100m

Results from the County 
Championships
Amie Walker – 4th
Gareth Pike – 6th
Harry Bayliss – 3rd
Hannah Gaunt – 1st
Matt Morrish – 4th

Ebony Thorne (Year 9) achieved black belt in Aikido.

Jack Pearce (Year 9) completed the Junior qualification in 
the ACBE Youth Academy Programme at PETROC.

Other events and 
activities
Learning Chinese
Miss Hanna is currently hosting Julie Hung from Taiwan, 
who kindly came to Park to work with a number of classes 
over a period of two weeks.

We are lucky enough to have a Taiwanese teacher working 
with both KS3 and KS4 classes, teaching students about 
Chinese culture as well as introducing them to the language. 

The students thoroughly enjoyed learning about the rich 
culture, learning key phrases in Chinese and  making 
Chinese paper cuttings symbolising Spring, ‘Chun’. 

‘The students at Park have been lovely to work with and I 
am glad they have enjoyed learning about my culture’

Jack Rice and Jake Williams (both Year 7) have both been 
signed up by Plymouth Argyle Football Club within the 
Football Academy Centre of Excellence Football League 
Youth Development Programme.  Our best wishes to 
them both for an enjoyable and fulfilling opportunity and 
experience. L TO R (back) Emily Bolsom, Julie Hung, Liberty Smith, Kurtis 

Weston L TO R (front) Jake Williams and Owen Cockell



7. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Languages for Life
Over the past year the Modern Foreign Languages department 
have been making regular contact through the Global Gateway 
with three international secondary schools, specifically, St Matthias 
Gymnasium in Gerolstein, Germany, IES Professor Hernández 
Pacheco in Caceres, Spain and Calypso School in Quebec, Canada. 
We have received two letters from our penfriends in Canada. We 
will write in English next time to improve their reading skills and 
we can receive their letters in French and therefore also developing 
ours. The German link has received a number of letters written 
by enthusiastic year 10 GCSE students and their equivalent in 
Germany.  The Spanish students have been exchanging letters 
with some of our Year 8, 9 and 10 students. The Spanish school 
has made a  film which will be available to view shortly on the 
VLE. All three links have been an enjoyable success and we look 
forward to keeping all the links going into the new school year.

The department will be setting off to France for the yearly 
residential trip to Lion-sur-Mer in Normandy with 44 year 8 
students on Monday 9th July. We will be visiting the Memorial 
at Caen and the Bayeux Tapestry, sending the pupils to buy their 
lunch in a French market, visiting the American war cemetery at 
Colville-sur-Mer and the 360 cinema at Arromanches (twinned 
with Instow) amongst many other activities. A full report and 
photos to come in the Autumn newsletter!

Life in History
Year 7 have been busy making shields to complement their study 
of Heraldry.  These were judged by Mrs Marns and Mr Spendlow 
and certificates awarded to all who took part.

Some pupils in Mr Blannin’s classes have also decorated 
gingerbread men to look like Black death victims! A great 
example of hands on learning! 

There will be two medieval story telling days in July, where 
Neil Eddiford will visit school, bringing medieval weapons 
and armour, armed also with a huge knowledge of the 
medieval period! Pupils will have the opportunity for some 
really interactive learning!

Year 8
49 pupils visited the SS Great Britain in Bristol for a guided 
tour of the ship, taking part in Educational Workshops. We 
received glowing praise from the staff regarding the conduct 
and behaviour of our pupils.

Year 9 - the WWI 
Battlefields Tour 
30th March – 2nd 
April 2012
48 pupils and 5 staff visited the Battlefield sites of Ypres 
(Belgium) and the Somme (France).

Visits included: 
•	 The Menin Gate Last Post ceremony
•	 Thiepval Monument 
•	 Newfoundland Park 
•	 Tyne Cot Cemetery the largest Commonwealth war 

graves cemetery anywhere in the world
•	 Ulster Tower
•	 Langemarck German cemetery  
•	 Passchendale Museum 
•	 Lochnagar Crater 
•	 Devonshires trench

On a more cheerful note, we also visited a Belgian chocolate 
and ice cream shop!!

Our next visit is planned to coincide with the centenary of 
the outbreak of WWI in 2014.



8. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Yr 10 - Joint 
Geography and 
History Visit to the 
Bay of Naples, Italy 
July 2013
The Geography and History departments are working 
together to provide the opportunity for this exciting visit 
next summer. It is being offered to students studying GCSE 
Geography or History next year (the current year 9 and 
10), and will include visits to Mount Vesuvius, Pompeii 
and Herculaneum, the Island of Capri and the subterranean 
tunnels beneath Naples. Anyone wanting more information 
should see either Mrs Hall-Tomkin or Mrs Goodman.

The World of 
Geography!
Year 7 
This year for the first time we have linked up with the Maths 
department to provide fieldwork, taking most of Year 7 to 
Wistlandpound Reservoir just outside Exmoor National 
Park,  during June. The day involved a variety of activities 
including measuring trees, mapping visitor facilities and 
uses and measuring the cross section of a stream. It proved a 
great opportunity for students to see in real life examples of 
what they have learnt in Geography this year, as well as the 
chance to do some ‘hands on’ maths tasks.

Measuring the cross section of a stream 

Kieran Smale, Miles Macree, Morgan Evans, Matthew Walker, 
Jamie Vodden and Liam Smith

Year 8
Croyde was the destination at the beginning of May for our 
year 8 Geography and Science coastal studies visit, with 
most Year 8 students participating. The focus was upon the 
pressure upon the coastal environment at Croyde and the 
impact people can have.  Once again we were not as lucky 
as we could have been with the weather, but the ice cream at 
the end of the day was enjoyed by all!

Surveying beach quality & identifying coastal features	

Harry Watt, Josh Robinson, Jordan Portchmouth and Tom Deakin

Year 8 are also currently participating in our annual 
Environmental Olympiad, a competition that challenges 
them to investigate an environmental issue and produce a 
presentation of their findings. The School Final is on the 13th 
July and the team producing the best presentation will each win 
a digital camera! Finalists and results in the next newsletter!

Year 10
In early May,  110 students took part in fieldwork, with part 
of the day studying local flood defences and part of the day at 
Westward Ho! undertaking some initial preparation for their 
controlled assessment. This will be followed in September with 
a full day at Westward Ho! collecting data and information to 
enable them to complete this aspect of their assessment.

Life in Art!
Yr 7 Beaford Residential
Alana O’Brien took part in a Year 7 residential. The course 
is called Capturing Nature: Using cyanotypes, printing and 
drawing to create a book in images inspired by nature. Lauren 
Amber, Hannah Kinsman, will hopefully be attending the 
same course in July.

Rock Park Safety Poster Design
Congratulations to Ryan Isaac who has had his poster design 
selected, printed and erected in Rock Park. Well done to Jacob 
Houghton, Jamie Rance, Jacob Miles and Danny Coppard 
who also submitted some high quality digital art designs. 

Ryan Isaac’s winning design



9. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Andrew Lane
Ex student, Andrew Lane, led a Kingsley Assembly bringing 
his experience of working as a VSO (voluntary service 
overseas) to our attention! Andrew has had a very exciting 
experience since leaving school 6 years ago. His travels took 
him to India where he worked as an English teacher.

London 2012
63 Year 10 students are now preparing for their three day 
cultural experience to London. An incredible itinerary has 
been arranged including a visit to see the Award winning 
play - War Horse, Mama Mia, the Damian Hirst exhibition 
at the Tate Modern and The National Portrait Gallery. The 
music students will also be attending a music event at the O2 
arena. These are just a few of the events that our students will 
participate in.

Logo Design For The School 
Garden
Several students in Year 7 took part in a competition to 
design a logo for our beautiful school garden. Students, 
Beatrice Isaac, Lucy Tapscott and Imogen Roberts had 
their designs selected by Ms Scott. These students reworked 
their designs using Photoshop software and will shortly be in 
circulation on all garden related stationary.

Imogen Robert’s winning design

Green Lanes Exhibition
A display of GCSE Art work will be on display throughout 
the summer in the Green Lanes Shopping Centre. Please look 
out for it in Wilkinson’s area when you’re next in town!! You 
will need to look up to see some of it!!

Squelching, Mulching 
and Marshmallow 
Munching at Rosemoor
Rain did not stop play when two of the ‘Can You Dig It?’ 
gardening groups went on a trip to RHS Rosemoor during June.  
The Year 7 and 8 students spent half a day exploring the gardens 
and experiencing  what it is like to be a gardener at Rosemoor,  
then half the day enjoying Forest School den building and fire 
lighting activities.  

As a ‘Day in the Life of a Gardener’ the students helped to 
spread mulch over an area of land where some trees had been cut 
down.  The students loaded, wheeled and spread barrows of mulch 
over ground down stumps of trees to enrich the soil, help preserve 
moisture in the hot weather and improve drainage in wet weather. 
The students also had a guided tour of the garden including the 
vegetable garden and nursery where members of the public have 
restricted access.  The students learned about composting and were 
inspired by the amazing array of fruit and vegetables growing, 
including peaches, figs and a Union Flag made out of different 
varieties of lettuces!

Josh Clifford, Cameron Lewis, Lewis Gratton and Kieran Brown

During the Forest School Activities students were introduced 
to the main survival techniques for outdoor living.  The groups 
made shelters from logs, sticks and foliage and learnt how to 
start a camp fire in the pouring rain!  Everyone enjoyed toasting 
marshmallows on whittled sticks and ended the session by leaving 
no trace of having ever been there.

The students participating were: Year 8:  Kyra Moule  and Dani 
Beer. Year 7:  Sabrina Micklewright, Savannah Spencer, 
Kieran Brown, Lewis Gratton, Jordan Rooke, Josh Clifford, 
Cameron Lewis. 

Danni Beer, Savannah Spencer, Sabrina Micklewright

A big Thank You to all at RHS Rosemoor, especially Sarah and 
John for their guidance throughout the day, Kim Scott and Mim 
White for organising the trip and Nick Howells for driving the 
mini bus.



10. Other Activities & Events

Park Sports Leader 
Academy Year 7 & 8
This year we set up a SPORTS LEADER 
ACADEMY in Y7 and Y8. 

Approximately 78 students from Y7 and Y8 were 
selected to receive extra support and training to develop 
their skills in four extra leadership training sessions and 
were then given the opportunity to practice their skills at 
the primary school festivals throughout the year. 

Sports Leaders also helped by officiating and coaching 
at the central venue primary school after school activities 
held at Park. Students took part in netball, cricket and 
rounders.

All the Leaders at the events this year did a great job and 
were a credit to the school. This will be recognised with 
a certificate and an offer to continue to develop their 
skills as part of the Park Sports Leadership Academy in 
Y8 and Y9.

A new group of Y7’s will be recruited in September but 
it is not too late to get involved. Application forms for 
September are available from the PE office.

Mrs C Farr: Barnstaple Schools Sports Leadership 
Coordinator

Visiting Chef
In June, Tom Lewis, Chef from Petroc, visited each of the Year 10 food 
groups, bringing with him fresh plaice for the students to work with.  
Students were taught how to recognise fresh fish and how to handle fish 
filleting knives.  Tom then taught how to fillet a plaice before the students 
filleted their own fish.  For most it was the first time they had handled a 
fresh fish and tackled the difficult task of filleting.

Having grilled the fish the students were able to create and eat a tortilla 
wrap using their fish with Mexican salsa.  This proved to be a very 
successful experience for our students.

Top Left - George Rowson

Top Middle - Alesha Thomas, Zoe Hemmett, Jade 
Wylie, Bethany Patterson, Shannon Gabriel

Top Right - Shannon Paton, Alesha Thomas,

Middle Left - Jack Wylie, Bethany Patterson

Middle Middle - Chef, Tom Lewis (Petroc)

Middle Right - Christian Greenslade,

Bottom Left - Lucas Maddams

Bottom Right - Jennifer Proctor
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Ski /Snowboard trip to 
Passo Tonale in Italy
36 pupils and 6 staff set off during the Easter holidays to the High 
level resort of Passo del Tonale on the border of the two regions of 
Trentino and Lombardia. They stayed in a great hotel with good 
meals and clean and comfortable rooms.

During the week we had a massive amount of snow so that the 
slopes were in perfect condition. The group was split, half Skiing 
and half Snowboarding. The instructors and hotel staff were really 
friendly and made our time there very special.

Our thanks to Mr Blincow, Mrs Hevingham, Mrs Freeman, 
Miss Gibbs, Mr Horton and Mr Blanchard for enabling  the trip 
to go ahead. If anyone is interested in next years trip please see Mr 
Blincow now!

Our thanks to:
Miles Atkins, Liam Bullen, Tom White, Sophie Jeffery, 
Elliot Marshall, Megan Spearman, Kate Spear, Maddy 
Locket, Peggy Leaver, Laura Hughes, Chandler 
Tregaskes, Rvika Shaw, Emily Walton, Abi Brock, 
Rhianna Howells, Michael Laycock, Chloe Robinson, 
Tim Chammings, Matt Turner, Jacob Mccowen Smith, 
Beth Clarke, Zoe Tucker, Emma Norton, Hannah 
Underwood, Jodie Jewell, Zoe Stevens, Siobhan Nickels

Technology in 
Action!
Just before Easter all Year 9 students were given the 
opportunity to visit a local business to investigate how 
aspects of Design Technology can be used in the real world.  
On a sunny day(!) over 250 students went to visit the Milky 
Way near Clovelly.

They enjoyed a fantastic day exploring how the company 
advertises and markets itself, establishes its corporate 
identity through uniforms and how food is provided safely 
and attractively for the visitors – even how roller coasters 
and rides are designed and operated!  We had a special 
preview of Ziggy Zag Zog their new alien character for 2012 
and plenty of time for some fun!

We would like to extend our thanks to the Stanbury family, 
for making this visit such an interesting and realistic Design 
Technology experience.

From Tiny Acorns!
Year 7 students from Park Community School’s ‘Can You 
Dig It?’ gardening group assisted Head teacher Mr Atton 
in planting a Royal Oak tree to commemorate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.  The oak tree sapling was donated to the 
school by the Woodland Trust grown from acorns taken 
from the Royal Estate.  Chair of Governors, Mike Canham, 
joined in the celebrations and after the planting everyone 
enjoyed a slice of Jubilee Cake decorated by garden group 
member Harvey Andrews.  Other members Luke England, 
Ryan Madge and Jake Harding played a vital part in 
digging and watering in.  Also celebrating the occasion was 
school garden logo winner Imogen Roberts, runners up 
Lucy Anne Tapscott, Bea Isaac and Learning Mentor Ellie 
Lyons.

 L TO R Ashley Hayes, Jack Bale, Emily Jeanes, Jake Harris, Jack Bale, Jack 
Avery, Gemma Testro, Isobel Northridge

 Joe Southon on the slopes!

Year 10 Mentors help 
Year 7 Pupils
This year 27 Year 10 students have worked at lunchtimes as Year 
10 Peer mentors helping Year 7 pupils during this transition period 
from Primary School.  They have organised games and activities 
for over 80 pupils and at times provided a ‘listening ear’, passing 
on the benefit of their experiences of school.



12. Other Activities & Events

The Year 8 Industry 
Day – Planning for 
the Olympics
As part of their continuing Careers Education programme 
at school, Year 8 took part in an Industry Day where they 
worked on an Olympic-themed challenge with their Tutors.  
The aim of the challenge was to plan an event for 300 people 
looking at the planning and marketing, catering and costs as 
well as designing polo shirts for the organisers and tee-shirts 
for the competitors.

Each team then had to prepare a 2-minute presentation 
delivered to a panel of judges to convince them that they 
should win the contract.

The judges were Alan Mackie (Exeter University), Louise 
Lathwell (The Park Hotel), Rob Horton (Mulberry Centre), 
Hannah Swales (Head Prefect) and Gareth Sloman (Head 
Prefect).

The winning team were McMahon’s Monkeys (Ms 
McMahon) and Bang Tidy Butlers (Ms Butler) won the 
award for the best working atmosphere throughout the day.

Individual awards went to the following students (one from 
each tutor set) for their contribution to the day: Benji Lahai 
(BU) Jordan Shurety (DP) Alice Berry (CM) Jack Tait 
(LB) Jordan Gammon (MN) Jordan Portchmouth (JT) 
Damon Maddock (CT) Charlotte Taylor-Woodward (AH) 
Daniel Sutton (KR) David Kemp (GM)

Cooking club!
A new Cooking club was introduced this year. It has been 
a huge success and extremely popular with all year groups.  
They have cooked dishes from Thai green curry to chocolate 
brownies, each week aiming to do something different. Pupils 
decide what they would like to cook by voting for their 
favourite dishes!  The club runs every Wednesday night from 
3.30 to 5 o’clock and all years are welcome!  Recipes are 
posted weekly on the VLE. Antonia Mayne (Year 10) with 
Robert Braunton , Callum Wilson, Harvey Andrew, Kieran 
Smale, Jack Tighe, Katie Dewsbury,  Micha and Kissy Stone 
(all in Year 7) have all done incredibly well and have made 
some fantastic dishes.  A big thank you to Amy Hooker and 
Emma Windsor (both in Year 11) and to Mrs Mayne for all 
their help. 

If you’re interested in Cooking Club please see Miss Clarke.

 Abigail Roberts and Katie McLagan

Keziah & Mica Stone, Harvey Andrew, Katie Dewberry, Miss Clarke, 
Eloise McMorine, Antonia Mayne, Sophie Sluman, Kieran Smale and 
Robert Braunton

Drama!
During July, 60 year 8 history students, 40 year nine drama 
students and 30 year 10 Drama G.C.S.E students enjoyed 
the opportunity to see Indra Theatre present a performance 
called ‘Albert and Equiano’.  The play tells the story of the 
remarkable life of an 18th century Nigerian and explores 
issues of slavery and bullying. The pupils will also have the 
opportunity to be involved in a workshop. It will be a great 
opportunity to try out our fantastic new lighting!

L to R Keziah & Mica Stone, Harvey Andrew, Katie Dewbury, Emma 
Windsor, Amy Hooker, Eloise McMorine, Antonia Mayne, Sophie 
Sluman, Kieran Smale and Robert Braunton

Progress File 
Assemblies 
Just before Year 11 began their GCSE examination timetable 
a school governor joined us each morning to present Progress 
Files at House Assemblies to our Summer school leavers.  
Each file is unique to its owner and contains certificates, 
letters of congratulation and details of all other achievements 
and successes - to which will be added the Summer’s GCSE 
results.  Good luck to them all!
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Music!
The music department launches the ‘Canteen Sessions’

With the large number of students playing instruments 
in the school, we have launched the ‘Canteen Sessions’ 
enabling students to entertain every Thursday lunchtime 
in the dining hall.  Acts included so far are: ‘The 
Underground’ (pictured below),  Tidal, Evol Love, 
Frank Place and Jack Leslie.  

The Summer Concert
The Summer Concert will take place this year on the 
TUESDAY 3rd OF JULY (CHANGED FROM THE 
ORIGINAL DATE ON THE CALENDER).  There will 
be performances from a variety of acts and it is set to be 
an action packed enjoyable evening.   Tickets will be on 
sale from Monday 25th June. £2 children £4 Adults.  

Music at the Summer Fete 
In the summer term students will perform all types of 
music through a PA based in the cricket pavilion!  If 
you enjoyed the Christmas Celebration then you will 
be in for a real treat!  The music is produced with 
the help of THE NORTH DEVON CENTRE FOR 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC’.  We hope you can join 
us to celebrate the student’s talents and enjoy a lovely 
evening of music, fun and sunshine. 

 

Other News
Students had a great time on a trip to the Queens 
Theatre to see the Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain 
– hopefully an insprirational experience, particularly 
for the members of ‘The Ukulele Orchestra of the Park 
Community School’!

Surf Club!
The Park School Surf Club is now in its 7th year and during 
this time it has provided the opportunity for hundreds of pupils 
to either learn to surf or improve their techniques.  The club 
offers weekly surf trips to Woolacombe beach during the 
summer term and first half of the autumn term, at a cost of just 
£5 for transport and all equipment!  During the winter the fun 
does not stop as we organise varied activities from water safety 
training to visiting local surfboard factories.  So if you have 
never set foot on a board or are a real hotshot come and give us 
a try! 

If you wish to get involved at any level please contact Mr 
James or have a look at the Surf Club notice board in the 
maths corridor.

The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee
The school dining hall was decked with flags and bunting 
as we enjoyed a week of traditional British fayre – fish 
and chips, roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, Cumberland 
sausages, apple pie and custard, coronation chicken, mushy 
peas and ice cream – but not all on the same plate!

Now that we run our own canteen we plan to relate events 
much more closely to the curriculum and the menus.
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Partnership Work 
in PE with our 
Primary Schools
As part of our work and commitment to our learning 
community, we have organised a number of sporting 
events this term for our partner primary schools –

•	 Eight teams played in a five-a-side football 
competition, won by Sticklepath School who went 
on to win the North Devon event!

•	 No less than 22 teams entered the Year 5 cricket 
tournament held at Barnstaple and Pilton Cricket 
Club.  Orchard Vale School were the winners!

•	 The Year 6 team from Sticklepath School won the 
Year 6 cricket event, again from a large entry of 20 
teams!

•	 However, the highlight of the term was the athletics 
relay event, held in Rock Park, to mark the Olympic 
Torch coming to Barnstaple.  All the Barnstaple 
primary schools took part in an event that saw over 
200 runners represent their schools with spectators, 
estimated at over 2000!

Anyone for 
Cricket?
The Park Community School’s recent cricket festivals 
saw nearly 500 primary school pupils take part in two 
events held at the Barnstaple and Pilton Cricket Club. 
The Kwik Cricket format, played by teams of 8 with at 
least 2 girls in the teams, produced a number of quality 
games with many of the participants showing a high 
level of skill for such young players.

22 teams entered the Year 5 tournament, won by 
Orchard Vale School, whilst 20 teams contested the 
older Year 6 competition, with Sticklepath School being 
the eventual winners.

My thanks to Mr Mackie for his leadership of the 
programme for us.

Charity Collections – 
Summer Term 2012
Non uniform – raised £1080 for the Forget Me Not Project In 
Newport.

Lepra – Year 7 fundraised £1138.79.

Morgan Gouk Smith and Callum Fanthorpe (both in Year 8) 
collected £11.09 for Children in Need.

Chichester House
collected £25.55 this term.

Drake House 
7DH raised £6.89 for Sports Relief. - A  cake sale raised £31.10 for 
The North Devon Hospice.

Fortescue House 
10KV had a cake sale and raised £75.79.  3 cheques for £50 have 
been sent to Care for Kids, Breast Cancer and Awareness and Cancer 
Research UK.

The Students Christian Union (Kyle Good & Lois Miles) raised 
£58.26 by having a cake sale.

My thanks to everyone who took part or contributed.

Lepra Appeal – Lepra Health in 
Action
Year 7 raised £1138.79 for this charity

Year 7 invited Mrs Tinsley of the Lepra Charity to present the issue in 
an assembly. Leprosy  is a terrible disease which still has an enormous 
stigma attached to it, but it comes with one positive aspect. It has 
a quick fix: it is caused by bacteria and therefore can be cured by 
combination of readily available and fairly inexpensive drugs.

To help with this treatment and with education in parts of the world 
where leprosy is still prevalent, our Year 7 students embarked on 
a range of fund raising events. Most impressively they planned, 
organised and ran a charity sports competition for all year 7s: 
at various stations students could - for a small fee - take part in 
competitions to win prizes, thereby raising money.

On top of that individual students went away and raised further money 
outside school. Whilst many where very successful, the following 
individuals deserve a special mention.

Year 7 
Kyle Darragh - £150 doing a sponsored walk over half term

Ollie Ward - £50 a sponsored bike ride and bbq

Sarah Williams raised £30

Robin Tanner and Isabella Thomas £25 each 

Jack Tighe focused on collecting copper coins and raised £17.54 (all 
coppers!)

Faye Collins SWAM 8.5 MILES AND RAISED £167

Thank you very much and well done to all students and tutors!!

Lepra Appeal – Year 7



The North Devon 
Summer Games
During the week 21st-25th May 2012, a number of students 
participated in the North Devon Summer Games. This event 
was inspired by the London Olympics 2012, and involved 
schools from all over the North Devon area.

The opening ceremony was held during the torch relay through 
Barnstaple and was attended by the mayor of the town and 
other dignitaries. There were a number of events taking place 
throughout the week, at different venues, but every competitor 
was invited to the opening and closing ceremonies.

Events throughout the week included rowing, cycling, football, 
swimming, boccia, indoor athletics and tennis. Park School 
had representatives at each and every event who not only 
performed to a high standard, but were excellent ambassadors 
for the school.

A big congratulations to everybody who took part, you all 
deserve a medal! A special well done to Lauren Daykin (Year 
7) who was the outstanding athlete of the week.

Our thanks to Mr Blanchard, Mr Horton, Miss Hunt, Mrs 
Mills and Miss Wood.

Olympic Torch!
Students from Park Community School joined the route 
for the Olympic Torch as it came through Barnstaple on 
Monday 21 May. They witnessed the procession and the 
Olympic Flame being carried through the town.

Students had a chance to look at an Olympic Torch closely 
when Simon Paddon brought his torch into school. Simon 
ran the route on Sat 19th May in Stenalees. He is also 
competing in the Coast to Coast Challenge, raising money 
for North Devon Hospice.

Year 7 Students had the chance to run a relay carrying the 
torch. They learnt that there are 8000 holes in the torch 
design to represent the 8000 Torch Bearers. The torch is 
triangular in shape to represent that this is the third time the 
Olympics will have come to London.  No other country has 
achieved this.  Only the Torch Bearers can own a torch – 
not even the designers can have one.

15. London Olympics 2012

Ben Lovett, Finlay Lloyd and Kyle Darragh

Kyle Darragh (Year 7) with an Olympic Torch Bearer

L to R Daniel Sutton, Dean Benett, Tom Hutchens with 
Simon Paddon

Top Row: Kyle Whitehand, Peter Fitzgerald Bottom Row: 
Sonny Wardle, Egidijus Kumza, Simon Paddon and 	
Charlie Hill

Harvey Andrew (Year 7) with Councillor Jeremy Yabsley – Chair of 
Devon County Council
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In the Swim
Nine secondary schools took part in the 
North Devon Schools Swimming Gala and 
we achieved great success!

Junior Girls – 5th
Faye Collins (Year 7), Rachel Coles, Taya Lambden, 
Lucy Butcher, Rebecca Poole (Year 8)

Junior Boys – 1st
Dan Mansford (Year 7), David Miller, Matt Binmore, 
Tom Hutchens (Year 8)

Inter Girls – 1st	
Ellie Marquardt, Summer Whiteley, Jess Surridge 
(Year 9), Chloe Holland, Katie Holland, Hannah 
Gaunt (Year 10)

Inter Boys – 2nd
Josh Surridge, Wil Hutchens (Year 9), Niall Deasy, 
Nick Moore (Year 10)

Overall Park came 1st and retained the trophy from last 
year!

North Devon Schools 
Aquathon 
This year’s aquathon took place on a very wet, 
miserable and muddy afternoon on Torrington Common, 
the course proving hard on the last lap running up a 
steep hill.  All credit to our runners who battled well 
against the elements.

Results were as follows:
Year 7 Boys	 Dan Mansford 		  1st

Year 7 Girls	 Faye Collins		  7th

Year 8 Boys	 Tom Hutchens		  3rd
		  Matt Binmore		  4th
		  David Miller		  5th

Year 8 Girls	 Rachel Coles		  2nd

Year 9 Boys	 Wil Hutchens 		  2nd

Year 9 Girls	 Summer Whiteley	 1st
		  Jessica Surridge	

Sports 
Presentation 
Evening
Reminder that it is Sports Presentation Evening on 
4th July (Years 7 & 8) and 5th July(Years 9 & 10).  
A time to celebrate all the success from our talented 
sportsmen/women.  Parents are welcome.

Thank you to everyone who is able to help and attend 
this evening.

Rounders League
Well done to all of the rounders teams.  

The league results are as follows:
Yr 7 	 Captain Nicola Dunkin 7JS – 1st
Yr 8 	 Captain Ellie Bayet 8LM – 1st
Yr 9 	 Captain Lucy Wells 9BJ – 1st
Yr 10 	 Captain Amie Walker – 3rd

Cross Country 
Thursday 28 March 
2012
All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 took part and House teams 
from Years 10 and 11. The course covers the school grounds 
and Rock Park. Well done to everyone who took part and 
earned a house point for their house.

Results

YR7 
GIRLS

YR7 
BOYS

JUNIOR 
GIRLS

JUNIOR 
BOYS

INTER 
GIRLS

INTER 
BOYS

Rhyan 
Silvester

Callum 
Choules

Martika 
Gallagher

Hannah 
Gaunt

Nathan 
Broome

Daisy 
Totterdell

Dan 
Eastley

Ellen 
Napier

Matt 
Morrish

Amie 
Walker

Alan 
Woodcock

Phoebe 
Oreshko

Jack Rice Katie 
Holland

George 
Williams

Rebecca 
James

Evan 
Rouse

Jess 
Surridge

Kieran 
Bidwell

Chloe 
Holland

Jack 
Tanner

Holly Jago Josh 
Robinson

Megan 
Grounsell

Jack 
Avery

Tarka Tennis 
Tournament June 
2012
Congratulations to the 20 pupils who took part in the doubles 
tournament - Years 7 & 8 boys and girls and Years 9 & 10 girls 
and boys.
An excellent event enjoyed by all.  Three pairs made it to the 
finals.  Well done to Pheobe Oreshko and Ella Gill (both in 
Year 7) who played a close match but eventually lost 10-8 in 
a tie break score.  Also another close match Beth Nash and 
Robyn Sherbourne (both in Year 10) again unfortunately lost 
10-8.  Bradley Phillips (Year 7) and Max Kilham (Year 8) 
won 10-4 against Torrington.  Well done.

Local Author
Natalie Cockell and Grace Sanders (both 
in Year 9), Deborah Roper and Gemma 
Foster (both in Year 7) met local author 
Victoria Eveleigh at Waterstones for the 
launch of her book “A Stallion Called 
Midnight”.



17. Book Matters

Mr Blincow has 
been working in the 
Primary Schools!
Year 5 Maths Day  pupils from all feeder schools worked 
on a problem solving exercise using models of Roman siege 
weapons to design structures to improve accuracy and range 
when firing. Some achieved a distance of 3.5m.

Years 3/4 Orchard Vale pupils have been making wind driven 
machines. They have been using junior hacksaws, glue guns, 
pine and dowel to make gearing systems.

These will be used to design various different types of novelty 
movement driven by wind. 

Years 4/5 Our Lady’s pupils have been making structures 
after researching bridge designs.

With the Olympics being held in London the pupils looked at 
the various bridge designs over the Thames. They used these 
as a basis for their designs.  The structures could only be made 
from art straws and string. The finished structures were tested 
to see how much force they would be able to resist.

Years 5/6 Ashleigh pupils have been designing and making 
fairground rides.

Each class has been researching different types of ride and 
coming up with new ideas.

They have made a frame with a motor providing the power 
and movement and added a pulley to help to control the 
speed. Some have been using cams to help change the type of 
movement too!

In the Library
Library Awards 
Book tokens have been awarded to the following students for 
the most books borrowed from the Library during the summer 
term: Deborah Roper (Year 7), Naomi Raymont (Year 8), 
Thomas Smyth (Year 9)  and Jake Alexander (Year 10). 
Congratulations!

In Partnership with Appledore 
Book Festival
This September, our visiting authors, working with Years 6, 7, 
8 and 9 will be:

Tanya Landman, author 
of Apache, Geronimo, The 
Goldsmith’s Daughter and the 
Murder Mystery series.  She has 
been nominated for the Carnegie 
Medal, the Booktrust Teenage 
Prize, the Guardian Award, the Red 
House Children’s Book Award and 
the Bolton Children’s Book Award. 

Chris d’Lacey, author of the best-
selling Last Dragon Chronicles. The 
Fire Within has won the Rotherham 
Children’s Book Award and Icefire 
was shortlisted for the Angus Book 
Award.

Ally Kennen, author of Beast, 
Berserk, Bedlam, Sparks, the 
Hedgehog Mystery, Quarry, Bullet 
Boys and Daybreak. She has been 
nominated for the North East Teenage 
Book Awards, the Carnegie Medal, the 
Manchester Book Award, the Branford 
Boase Award, the Bolton Children’s 
Book Award and the Manchester Book 
Award.

Kids’ Lit Quiz
Two teams of students from Years 7 and 8 will be taking part 
in the regional heat of the “Kids’ Lit Quiz” in November at 
Wadebridge School in Cornwall. 

“The Kids’ Lit Quiz™ is an annual 
international literature competition 
which aims to motivate children and 
young people to read for pleasure and 
develop the habit of sustained reading 
by offering them irresistible reading 
challenges and enormous fun with a 
competitive element and great team-
building opportunities.” 

Teams of four students work together to answer wide-ranging 
literary questions. The winning team from each region competes 
in the national final. 

Student Librarians
Our Student Librarian team now includes new members Lauren 
Beasant and Grace Sanders (both in Year 9). Harvey Andrew 
(Year 7) is also helping out. Welcome! More vacancies will need 
to be filled this term and next – tutors will keep you informed.

Year 6 Transition
Some of our Year 6 feeder schools have spent time in the Library, 
finding out what is available for their learning and what events are 
taking place next year.

Booked Up
Once again, Year 7s will be able 
to choose a free book from a 
selection provided by Booktrust, 
an independent charity dedicated 
to encouraging people of all 
ages and cultures to engage with 
books.  Booked Up’s goal is to 
encourage reading for pleasure and 
independent choice. Year 7 students 
choose their free book from a list of 
specially selected titles. This year 
the school is contributing towards 
the cost of the scheme.



18. Parent Partnership

Kenya 2012
Six Year 11 students,  Carla Kemish-Mills, Kayleigh 
Sanders, Bryony Newnham, Sam Cooper, Josh 
Symonds, John Hogg and Mr Ratcliffe  are going on an 
expedition to Kenya from 5th July until 2nd  August. They 
will be undertaking a range of activities on their expedition 
including  Community work, Environmental work and 
Conservation work  alongside local villagers. 

They will be off on safari and a week’s expedition to climb 
Mount Kenya 17,057 feet (5,199m) – a tremendous effort!

They have had to raise over £3400 each to be able to 
undertake the expedition………congratulations on 
achieving that milestone……… we will post a report on 
the expedition on our return…….watch this space…….

peppa@parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

In January a small group of PEPPa members sat down with Mr Cammack and Jon Lockett, one of our parents who is also a 
marketing professional, to look at a new logo for the school.  It was felt that the logo should reflect the heritage of the school yet 
also reflect that Park is a modern, progressive school.  Six designs were created ranging from very traditional to ultra modern.  
After looking and discussing all the designs we unanimously 
favoured one design.  Since then a lot of work has been done 
looking at how this can be incorporated into signage, letterheads, 
etc.  At our June meeting we saw proofs of the new covers of 
next year’s Contact Books.  The design will feature on school 
correspondence, publications and signage as well as a on the 
revamped website.  We were exceptionally pleased and proud of 
the design.  A big thank you to Jon Lockett for all his help on this 
project.

In September we are again running our Park Parents Guide 
sessions.  Although these sessions are primarily aimed at new 
Year 7 parents they are open to all parents.  If you would like to 
attend, but can’t make all the sessions, please feel free to attend 
those that you can. Feedback from parents who attended last years 
sessions indicated that parents found the sessions informative, fun 
and extremely useful.  The sessions are as follows:

Tues 18 Sept 	 Parents Induction to Park School
Tues 25  Sept	 Tour of School and Physical Education Talk
Tues 2 Oct	 Introducing VLE (Virtual Learning 

Environment) and Internet Safety	
Tues 9 Oct	 What’s Happening to My Little Darling – the 

horrors of the Dreaded Hormones	
Tues 16 Oct	 The Role of Study and Support Centre
Tues 23 Oct	 The Drug Scene in this Modern World

All sessions start at 7pm and last about 90mins.  If you would like 
to attend all or some of these sessions please e-mail us at:

CHILDCARE NEED 
YOUR HELP PLEASE!
The Child Development Department are always looking 
for additional ways to inspire, teach and extend the 
learning opportunities of our students.  We are always 
on the lookout for good quality unwanted toys, games, 
clothes and small pieces or equipment  suitable for the 
under 5’s which you may find yourself throwing away as 
children grow up.  We particularly need a new born baby 
car seat, play mobil, duplo.  Secondly do you work in the 
caring sector (eg. A foster parent, a health visitor, midwife, 
safety officer etc) and could you spare time to share your 
work with our students? If you could help us with either 
of these requests please bring in toys and equipment to 
school or contact Mrs Hevingham or Mrs Walden.  
Thank you.
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Dress Code Policy
It is important that all school dress and P.E. Kit is clearly 
labeled. Please ensure that this is done.

Boys Girls
Black ‘V’ neck sweatshirt 
with school logo

Black ‘V’ neck sweatshirt 
with school logo

Black tailored trousers Black tailored trousers/ 
tailored skirt (to be worn at 
the knee – not Lycra)

White shirt and House tie 
(worn at the neck with 
minimum of 4 stripes 
showing)

House blouse

Black shoes (not trainers with 
a coloured logo)

Black shoes (not trainers with 
a coloured logo or excessive 
heels)

Outdoor Coats should, ideally, be of one colour (Black or Blue) 
be warm and waterproof.  ‘Coats’ made of sweatshirt material 
and/or with printed/marked wording (other than singular brand 
name/logo) are not acceptable.

The Park Community School blouses, sweatshirts and House 
ties can be obtained through the School Office.

 All pupils need a large, white, cotton-drill, bib-fronted apron 
to cover clothes adequately for Art/Design and Technology 
classes.  We seek to provide class sets for everyone, but you 
may prefer to purchase one for your own child.

P. E. Kit – Indoor 
Boys and Girls

White polo-shirt, black shorts

A traditional plain white polo-shirt for indoor PE kit only, 
(preferably – but optionally – with the school badge in yellow 
on the left-hand side).

P. E. Kit – Outdoor
Boys Girls
Long sleeved *reversible 
Games Shirt in House Colour

Long sleeved Games Shirt in 
House Colour

Black Shorts Black Shorts
Long black socks with gold 
top

Long gold socks

Training shoes (not boot 
style) and non-marking soles 
exclusively for P.E.

Training shoes (not boot 
style) with non-marking soles 
exclusively for P.E.

Studded boots, shin pads, 
towel

Shin pads, towel

* This means that there is a white band across chest on one side of the shirt.

Gum Shields are required for Rugby and Hockey.

The school outfitters are Govers (Joy Street), Samuel Daw 
(Cross Street) and Niche of Tawside (Boutport Street).  They 
stock black v-necked sweatshirts with The Park School logo. 
Girls’ skirts may be obtained from any store which stocks the 
required colour and size.. The PE kit can also be purchased 
from Intersport, High Street.

Jewellery: One watch and one pair of small stud earrings – 
worn conventionally, one in each earlobe.

Hair: Must be in an appropriate style for school.  It must 
not reflect any extreme of fashion.  Unnatural hair colours 
are not acceptable.  Boys’ hair must not be cut at less than 
grade 3.  ‘Tramlines’ and patterns are not acceptable for 
school.

Make-Up: A small covering of foundation is acceptable.  
No other make-up is allowed.  Nail Varnish and nail 
extensions are not allowed.

Denims, Jeans and boots are not included in The Park 
School Dress Code and therefore are not to be worn.

Work Permits
In order for a student of compulsory school age to work 
lawfully, they MUST have a work permit.  A young person 
is of compulsory school age until the last Friday in June, in 
Year 11.

Application forms and guides to employment, outlining the 
“rules” for employment, are available from Mrs Edmonds.

‘The Insider’ buy 
your copy now!
After the success of the winter edition of ‘The Insider’, the 
Summer edition is about to go on sale.  We would like to 
thank Mrs Orr-Munro for all her hard work; it is thanks to 
her that the magazines look so great.

Friends of Park
If you would like to offer help and support in any way, the 
‘Friends of Park’ would love to hear from you. There are 
many ways in which you can get involved. We support 
the school by providing refreshments at parents’ evenings, 
concerts and other school events, holding fundraising 
activities and generally supporting pupils, teachers and 
areas of the curriculum. Meetings are informal and friendly 
and held once a term. The AGM  is Tuesday 25th Sept , 
7.00pm  in the conference room.

At present we are looking for some more people to join 
the parents evening tea rota. This involves a short shift of 
2 hours    3.30 - 5.30pm  or   5 – 7pm  to serve teas and 
coffees in the school hall. If you have a few hours to spare 
please let us know 

Contact the secretary – Michelle Tucker   
michelleetucker@hotmail.co.uk 

Chris Farr/Paula Dunkin - Chair



20. A happy Summer to you all!

Park Lane
Barnstaple
EX32 9AX
admin@parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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My thanks to everyone who 
contributed to another successful 
school year.  I hope that you and 
your family have an enjoyable 
holiday together, with good weather, 
so that we can all return next term 
with renewed energy, each pupil 
determined to achieve personal bests 
across all aspects of what the school 
has to offer!

Next term begins at 8.50am on 
Thursday 6 September 2012.  
Tuesday 4 and Wednesday 5 
September are non pupil staff 
development days.

David Atton Headteacher

Calendar 0f Events
We look forward to the end of the school year and all that it brings

Wednesday 27th June Year 6 Induction Evening

Thursday 28th & Friday 29th June Year 6 Intake Visit and Induction Day

Thursday 28th June Year 10 Taster Day at Petroc

Friday 29th June The Year 11 Prom at The Park Hotel

Friday 6th July The Expressive Arts London Weekend

House Awards Assemblies

Monday 2nd July Fortescue

Tuesday 3rd July Chichester

Wednesday 4th July Raleigh

Thursday 5th July Drake

Friday 6th July Kingsley

Other Events

Tuesday 3 July Our Summer Concert

Wednesday 4th July 6.00pm Year 7-8 Sports Presentation

Thursday 5th July 6.00pm Year 9-11 Sports Presentation

Monday 9th July Year 10 Work Experience fortnight 
begins

Wednesday 11 July 4.00pm-7.00pm Summer Fete

Monday 9th – Saturday 14th July The Year 8 French Residential Week – 
Lion Sur Mer, Normandy

Friday 13th July The Geography Environmental 
Olympiad

Wednesday 18th July The Year 7 Residential to Torquay 
begins

Thursday 19th July / Friday 20th July Activities Days!

Year 10 Work Experience 9-20 July Year 10 students are booked on over 
400 placements within North Devon. 
Our thanks to employers for giving the 
students this opportunity.

Year 10 Parents – Advance Notice

You will be receiving detailed information about the Careers Programme in 
Year 11 and college/job applications via a detailed letter home in October, with 
dates of workshops, events and deadlines so that you are kept fully aware of all 
that will be happening!

Pupils’ Names in 
Newspaper and on 
School Website • 
All schools and other 
organisations like to 
publicise their successes 
and achievements in 
the local press – and 
now on the Internet.  
This invariably involves 
photographs of pupils 
giving their names.  Sadly, 
there has been some 
concern that this could, 
in extreme circumstances, 
cause some element of 
risk for personal security.  
If you would rather 
your child’s success not 
be published with their 
name on a photo, please 
write and let me know.


