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1.  “Happy Easter...”

Easter 
2015 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Easter has arrived!  Spring is here and we 
look forward to changing the clocks, lighter 
evenings and, hopefully, warmer days!  

In our schools and colleges, teenagers 
are never far from assessments and 
examinations, but for Year 11 the final GCSE 
examinations are now fast approaching.  We 
wish them all well and that each achieves 
the very best grades he or she deserves.  
We all achieve different outcomes, but the 
important thing for each is that they are 
the very best possible grades, personal 
for each individual student because he or 
she has worked hard to achieve them.  If 
anyone has not worked hard, then he or 
she will also achieve the deserved results!  
Let’s hope that each of them will approach 
the next few weeks in as calm, confident 

and determined manner as possible so 
that they can honestly say they did their 
very best throughout the course and in the 
examinations.  No one can ask for more – 
nor can we ask more of ourselves.

This copy of Park News again reflects the 
wide variety of opportunity and challenge 
offered for our students, a window onto the 
world of the Park School as young people 
enjoy their teenage years and achieve 
everything possible to help them both 
now and as they prepare for their futures, 
wherever they may take them.  I hope that 
you enjoy reading it. 

Happy Easter!

David Atton - Headteacher



The Governors’ Tea – 
Spring 2015
On a sunny afternoon, parents and other family members 
gathered in the Dining Hall for this term’s Governors’ Tea.  
First came the tea and cakes and then we all enjoyed 
meeting this term’s Award Winners.  Hosted in her 
inimitable style by Mrs Robins (Hevingham), we learned 
a little about each recipient before he or she received a 
badge and certificate from Vice Chair of Governors, Martin 
Penny.  Always a very pleasant occasion, everyone enjoys 
the presentations and learning about each student and the 
hopes and ambitions each has for the future.  

Fortescue House

Year 11
750 Merits - Sophie Langford

Year 10
1,000 Merits - Alice Chamings
500 Merits - Holly Lock, Ben Lovett, Jamie Vodden, Emily 
Woods

Year 9
500 Merits - Katie McIntyre, Jessica Penny, Jacob 
Stanhope, Amber Westbrook

Year 8
500 Merits -  Chloe Bousted, Caitlin Curtis, Eleanor De La 
Cour

Kingsley House

Year 10
750 Merits - Harvey Andrew, Sophie Britton, Beatrice 
Isaac, Ellie Kent, James Sahin
500 Merits -  Rees Colville, Ella Jones, Patrick Jump

Year 9
750 Merits -  Daisy Meadowcroft
500 Merits -  Jacob Butterworth, Zafira Shah, Rory Hunter, 
Shana Hutchings, Zak Lambden, Amber McCowen-Smith, 
Max Rumble, Natalia Stoddart, Alexander Styles, Lewis 
Turnbull

Drake House

Year 11
1000 Merits – Amber Oreshko, Grace Rogers,  Nadine 
Tucker-Jones
750 Merits – William Allchorn

Year 10
1000 Merits – Faye Collins
500 Merits – Rhianna Bradford and Kurtis Weston

Chichester House

Year 11
750 Merits – Molly Barrett

Year 10
1000 Merits – Kate Boorman 

Year 9
500 Merits – Christopher Cohen, Luke Mitchell, Abigail 
Street, Angel Watt

2. Student Achievement & Success

Our photo shows [left to right]: Ben Lovett, Mr Penny – Vice Chair of 
Governors, Sophie Langford, Mrs Goodman – Head of House and Caitlin 
Curtis.

Our photo shows (left to right):  Patrick Jump, Mr Carnall – Head of House, 
Jacob Butterworth, Mr Penny – Vice Chair of Governors, Sophie Britton 
and Zak Lamden.

Our photo shows (left to right):  William Allchorn, Nadine Tucker-Jones,  
Mrs Freeman – Head of House, Faye Collins, Mr Penny – Vice Chair of 
Governors, Grace Rogers.

Our photo shows (left to right):  Angel Watt, Charlotte Chambers, Mrs 
Robins (Hevingham) – Head of House, Chris Cohen, Mr Penny – Vice Chair 
of Governors, Kiara Clarke and Kate Boorman.



3. Student Achievement & Success

Year 8
750 Merits – Kiara Clarke
500 Merits – Charlotte Chambers, Caitlin Lace, Lydia 
Surridge

Raleigh House

Year 11
1000 Merits – Shahniar Arain

Year 10
750 Merits – Stanley Wilks
500 Merits – Sophie Miller, Louis Perron

Year 9
500 Merits – George Back, Esther Shaw

Year 8
500 Merits – Chantelle Bennett, Katie Brown, Chloe McGuire

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Miss Gillespie – Science Teacher

I grew up as part of a large Irish family (I have around 
fifty cousins!) in a small town in the West coast of 
Ireland called Donegal. It is very similar to Devon, 
with its beautiful scenery and amazing beaches. At 
school, I was passionate about sports. I played in the 
school teams for Basketball, Football, Hurling and 
Athletics. Sport is something that has always opened 

doors for me in life. I have lived in many places for 
work or study and joining in on a local sport has 
always helped meet like-minded people, make 
friends and settle quickly. 

I was awarded my chemistry degree from the National 
University of Ireland Maynooth, but it was the friends 
and experiences that University offered that provided 
me with the survival skills needed for life! 

Travel plays a major part.  There is nothing more 
exciting to me than travelling somewhere new, 
experiencing new cultures, food and meeting new 
people. I have being lucky enough to visit North 
America, countries in South America, Africa, Europe 
and Asia. Though, since taking up surfing, most of my 
trips are now to countries where I can catch warm, 
perfect waves! 

My life in 10 Questions:
Favourite pastimes: Surfing, Running, Crossfit and going for 
Devon Cream Tea with friends

Favourite book:  To Kill a Mocking Bird (Harper Lee), The 
Secret (Rhonda Byrne), Eat Pray Love (Elizabeth Gilbert).

Favourite Music: This is tough because I love all music 
genres but always top of my most played list on my iPod are 
The Rolling Stones, Oasis, Groove Armada and Kodaline. 

Favourite film:  Almost Famous, Little Miss Sunshine and 
the Irish surf film Wave Riders.

Childhood hero: I have always being in awe and proud of 
my three brothers’ sporting and academic achievements 
and the fact that they are just very nice people. Therefore, it 
would have to be them! 

Three famous people I would like to meet:  The comedian 
Billy Connelly, the writer Elizabeth Gilbert and the Irish 
Rugby player Tommy Bowe.

Your Best Teacher and why: Miss Duane my Biology 
teacher. She rarely taught from books. She had a way 
of saying very little but getting you to figure things out 
yourself. I can still remember things I learned in her lesson. 

Your biggest regret: None, regret is a waste of time 
and serves no positive purpose. I have found that when 
something does not go your way it is usually ends up 
being for the best. Though I could not see it at the time, the 
toughest times in my life have been my greatest teachers 
and made me the person I am today.

Your proudest achievement to date: travelling the world 
on my own and coming back in one piece.

The most important thing you have ever learned:  Forget 
the past; you cannot change it. Live in the present because 
it is after all a present. Dream big and take up every 
opportunity life presents you. If you do, the future will take 
care of itself. Most important of all, have fun! Try to find joy 
in everything you do because life here to be enjoyed.

What does Easter mean to you? 
Easter is my favourite time of year. It means that we have 
survived the long cold dark winter and as our reward, we 
now have six months of long bright warmer days where I 
can go surfing after school!

Our photo shows (left to right):  Stanley Wilks, George Back, Chloe 
McGuire, Mr Hampton – Head of House,  Katie Brown, Mr Penny – Vice 
Chair of Governors, Chantelle Bennett and Esther Shaw.



4. University Life

Exeter University 
Mentoring Scheme

Students in Year 11 who have had the opportunity of 
working on this scheme since Year 10 attended their last 
session on 9th March. Mentors from Exeter University have 
been running sessions after school on a variety of topics 
with a view to making the students more informed about 
Higher Education options and routes. The group also had 
the opportunity to visit Exeter as part of the programme. 
They have been a great group of students to work with 
across the last 18 months and following the last session, 
they each reviewed the work that they had covered and 
commented on the programme:

I have really enjoyed this mentoring scheme because 
it has really helped me understand Higher Education

I have found these sessions very useful and have 
really enjoyed them

I have thoroughly enjoyed the University of Exeter 
mentoring scheme as it has really enlightened my 
knowledge about University life

I have loved these sessions and found them very 
helpful

I have found the sessions really interesting and fun 
and I have learnt a lot

I found these sessions fun and interesting and it has 
definitely helped me to consider all the aspects of 
going to University

It is really re-assuring knowing the options that we 
have for the future – the mentors have been great

These sessions have been useful because they have 
improved my knowledge of Higher Education and 
given me helpful advice

Thank you for being such a lovely group to work with and I 
look forward to following your progress to Higher Education 
(hopefully!) and beyond!  

Mrs Edmonds

Alice Chamings (Year 10)

I particularly enjoy those subjects where I can express 
myself .  My favourites are definitely Art, Textiles and English.  

Last year I had the opportunity to have a ‘mini monologue’ 
published in a competition and recently I had the privilege 
of performing and creating costumes for the Grease 
Production.  

In the future, although I don’t know exactly what I want to 
be, I hope it is something in which I can communicate my 
thoughts and ideas through media. 

In my spare time I enjoy reading, playing my violin, singing 
non-stop and watching far too many films. 

My favourite thing about Park School is spending lunchtime 
with my friends. 

Olivia Sayer (Year 9)

The sport I particularly enjoy most is swimming.  I train 6-7 
times per week, with 2 sessions being before school.  Most 
sessions are around 1 hour 30 minutes long.

My biggest achievement to date has been going under 
29 seconds for my 50 metres (2 lengths) freestyle.  I had 
wanted to do this for a long time!  One weekend I was given 
the chance to swim in a rally team with all ex-Park students.

There are no secrets to achieving success, your best is all 
you can give.

The best thing about Park School for me is being 
surrounded by teachers who care about the progress you 
are making and your friends always being with you. 

Olivia (2nd from the right) standing in a team of all ex park students with 
an Olympic gold medallist!



5. Student Achievement & Success

The UKMT Mathematics 
Challenge 2015
On Thursday 5th February, our top performing students 
in years 9, 10 and 11 took part in the UKMT Intermediate 
Maths challenge.

The challenge involves answering 25 multiple choice 
questions in one hour and is taken in school under strict 
exam conditions.

The top 40% of students nationally receive a gold, silver 
or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution 
receives a Best in School certificate. 

The students who will receive certificates are listed below:

Gold
Alex Charters 9GK (Best in Year 9 and Best in School)
Yoseph Eskandar 10GA (Best in Year 10)

Silver
Tom Hutchens 11KR (Best in Year 11)
Cameron Naylor 9SW
Sophie Hulland 10Js
Oliver Kinsella 11MN
Ehtesam Chowdhury 10Js
Benji Lahai-Taylor 11EF
Jonas Hackney Davies 9LC
Andrew Morgan 9MR
Rachael Bellew 11GM
Jack Tighe 10AD
Owen Cockell 10SP
Toby Ruhleman 9RP

Zafira Shah 9SW
Matthew Davis 9SS
Christopher Cohen 9GK

Bronze
Deb Roper 10TC
Jasmine Wilson 10DH
Hannah Slade 10GS
Alice Dobbs 9MR
Miriam Eskandar 9HU
Henry Webber 11KR
Tilly Porter 11CT
Alice Chamings 10PR
Grace Farrell 10PH
Hannah Kinsman 10DH
Christopher Fleming 9MR
Emily Brooks 9EG
Ellie Kent 10CL
Joshua Stanhope 10PR
Ryan Mundell  9HU
Ciaran Richards 11EF
Amy Fletcher 10NY
Daisy Totterdell 10AD
Grace Wood 9GG
Jack Milward 9SS
Luke Mitchell 9GG
Miles Miller 9SW
Rory Hunter 9SW
Samuel Yeowell 9GK
Abigail Roberts 11EF
Shana Hutchings 9MR
Gemma Foster 10PR
Jonathan Lahai-Taylor 9GK
Scott Wells 11GM
Charlotte Babb 9MR
Timothy Leggett 9RP

Alex Charters did particularly well as he has qualified for 
a further round of the challenge; the Cayley Mathematical 
Olympiad paper. This means he was in the top 500 
nationally in his year group!  Congratulations to him on this 
wonderful achievement and well done to everyone!

Alex Charters (Year 9)

Yoseph Eskandar (Year 10)

Tom Hutchens (Year 11)



6. Success on all fronts!

Maths at the Met Office
During March, four students went to the Met Office in 
Exeter to compete in the Further Mathematics Support 
Programme Maths Team Challenge for Year 10 and finished 
in a creditable 4th place.  They were the highest scoring 
team on Round 2. 

The Team Members were:  Yoseph Eskandar, Hannah 
Kinsman, Deb Roper, Jasmine Wilson  

The Houghton Brothers on 
CD!
Everyone who has enjoyed Jacob and Finley Houghton’s 
musical performances at our school concerts has marvelled 
at their talent and musicality.  Their music and stage 
presence are unique, a distinctive style that sets them apart 
and adds to the enjoyment of something new and different, 
combining tradition with a contemporary progressive 
theme.

Due to popular demand both Jacob and Finley have 
recorded and released their first ‘Houghton Brothers’ CD.  
Together they have formed a folk duo with Jacob on guitar 
and Finley on violin.  They have had various gigs in the local 
area and have more booked.  They plan to sell their CD 
which contains 4 original tracks written by both of them for 
£5 each.

For the last year Jacob has been working towards gaining 
his Gold Arts Award with Wren Music.  He had to complete 
2 units of 9 parts each covering his music leadership 
skills.  This involved working in community music projects, 

developing new skills, interviewing a famous musician (he 
chose Andy Miller from Dodgy, who helped him a lot!) and 
various other tasks.  The Gold Arts Award is the equivalent 
of one A level and carries UCAS points.  Jacob has passed 
with flying colours and he will be presented with his Award 
in the summer

Let’s hope that they can fit in both Glastonbury and ‘The 
Brits’ before too long – but get the homework done first!

Petroc’s A-Level Annual 
Awards Evening
At Petroc’s Annual A-Level Awards Evening in January, 20 
students who left us after their GCSEs in 2012 achieved top 
awards:-

Oliver Price – A Level Applied Engineering
Jenna Brown – A Level Art, Craft & Design 
Daniel Gray – A Level Economics & Business
Sabrina Shah – A Level Further Mathematics 
Amy Sargeant – A Level Graphic Design 
Bradley Bell – A Level History 
Andrew Foster – A Level Media Studies 
Jack Gaish – A Level Philosophy of Religion 
Jessica Smith – Extended Diploma in Applied Science 
Alice Field – National Award in Children’s Play, Learning & 
Development 
Corrie Smith – Subsidiary Diploma in Creative Media 
Production – TV & Film 

Lydia Marshall was awarded a STEM Ambition Academy 
Outstanding Achievement Award for working as Petroc 
STEM Ambassadors, and National STEMNET Ambassadors, 
inspiring hundreds of young learners to study maths, 
science and engineering at higher levels whilst showing 
that these subjects can also be enjoyable and fun!

Oliver Price

Sabrina Shah

Jenna Brown

Andrew Foster



7. A World of Achievement!

Exceptional Achievement Awards were awarded to Samuel 
Cooper, Alice Field, Samuel Holden, Alfred Jones, Megan 
Muligan, Charlotte Pengelly, Sabrina Shah and Hannah 
Swales. These awards were for those students who 
achieved 3 grade As or better, placing them amongst the 
highest achievers in the country. We also congratulated 
Fenella Johnson, Megan Mulligan and Joanna Prylinska 
on receiving an Exceptional Merit Award. 

For her outstanding achievements Sabrina was also 
awarded with one of only three Overall Academic 
Achievement awards on the night. 

Sabrina also gained straight A*s in four A Level subjects and 
is now at University College London studying Theoretical 
Physics. Despite being Petroc’s top achiever for 2014, 
Sabrina was still surprised to win. “I didn’t expect this at all!” 
she said.

Her glowing citation during the ceremony, stated: “Sabrina 
achieved a stunning five A*s in Physics, Chemistry, Maths, 
Further Maths and the Extended Project and also achieved 
a grade A at AS Critical Thinking in her first year. She did this 
without resitting any exams and gained 100% in no less 
than eleven of her exams”.

Well done to each of them!

Sports
Alfie May (Year 10) has been selected for The Devon County 
Rugby Squad.  His rugby career has taken him from House 
rugby to school to Barnstaple to North Devon and, via 
Exeter Chiefs, now to County Level!

Martika Gallagher (Year 11), Callum Choules (Year 10) 
and Erin Silvester (Year 9) have been selected to represent 

Devon in the English Schools’ Athletics Association Cross 
Country Championships in Blackburn during March.  Very 
best wishes to them both for a successful and enjoyable 
event. 

Kyle Darragh (Year 10) qualified to represent Devon in the 
National Cross Country Championships in Birmingham.

Oliver Ward (Year 10) is ranked 5th in Europe in his age 
group in the Cross Fit Competition!

Megan Dewberry (Year 8) is the South West Bounce 
Champion (86 in 30 seconds!), achieved in Torbay during 
February.

New Kit for Netball Team!   
As newly appointed Captain of the Year 8 Netball Team, 
Kiara Clarke wrote to Brend Hotels to request sponsorship 
for a new kit for the Team.  Brend Hotels have agreed to 
providing £280 for this purpose!  

With thanks to Brend Hotels for their generous support – 
and to Kiara for pursuing this for the school!

Ten Tors 2015
The Ten Tors training season is well underway with 12 
students from year 10 currently training and in competition 
for the final 6 places on the 35 mile team. 

The students have experienced some quite challenging 
weather, cold temperatures, wind, snow, rain and 
combinations of them. The students are performing really 
well and the training staff are confident of a strong team 
for this year’s event. The actual event takes place on the 
weekend of 9th and 10th of May

Samantha Foster (Year 9)
I enjoy and I am particularly interested in English and 
Science, especially Biology.  I really like studying all about 
the adaptations of sea creatures.  Art and Technology give 
me the chance to do something carefree that uses my 
imagination and creative side.  

I won the Award for most books read in my year in all six 
terms it ran and my poem was included in the Poetopia 
Poetry Competition, now published in the book.  I write 
termly for the North Devon Journal. 

Jack Gaish Alice Field

Daniel Gray Exceptional Achievement Award 
Winners



8. Where did you get that hat?

When I am older I aim to be a Marine Biologist studying 
the colder oceans around France and England.  One day, I 
particularly wish to go to Mexico and observe an axolotl in 
its natural habitat.

In my spare time I play computer games, but I also spend a 
great majority of my time drawing, painting, modelling out 
of junk/cardboard, reading and writing stories (usually in a 
code I invented myself in order to stop people reading over 
my shoulder!).

What I really love about Park School is the Library, 
where I spend most of my time – I just love the peaceful 
atmosphere and it’s a great place to work.  I also love the 
Science Laboratories – I’m not sure why, but they always 
seem friendly and welcoming. 

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Mr Carnall, Head of Kingsley House

 I was born in Dewsbury, West Yorkshire and grew up 
in a small town called Birstall about five miles outside 
of Leeds.  I was educated at a very multicultural 
secondary school called Batley High School for Boys:  
there cannot be many all boy comprehensives in the 
country but this is one of them.  I did reasonably well in 
my GCSEs and opted to study A’ levels (Maths, Physics, 
Chemistry and General Studies), though I decided 
to leave Batley Boys at this stage and continue my 
studies at the sixth form at Heckmondwike Grammar 
School.  My decision had nothing to do with the fact 
that Heckmondwike admitted girls as well as boys and 
despite the potential distraction I managed to do well 

enough to consider going to university.  At this point I 
decided to do (as I always had) what my Dad wanted 
me to do and successfully applied to study Mechanical 
Engineering at The University of Manchester Institute 
of Science and Technology.  
I loved being at University but did not love the 
course (advice here is to do what you enjoy and 
not necessarily what others think is a good  idea!).  
Fortunately, I found that it is (was) relatively easy to 
change courses once at University and so swapped 
onto a Mathematics degree course.  After graduation 
from university and without any particular aim or 
ambition I became the manager (eventually) of an 
extremely busy bar and restaurant in a suburb of 
South Manchester called West Didsbury, where I also 
lived.  This was a lot of fun (a lot) for a few years but 
eventually the unsociable hours and commitment to 
working every weekend started to become a bit of 
a chore.  One of my best friends, then and now, was 
a teacher and after discussion with him I decided to 
smarten myself up and go back to university to study 
a Post Graduate Certificate in Education.  I qualified 
as teacher and secured a job in South Manchester - 
eventually becoming Head of Year.  A few years ago, 
myself and my girlfriend (now my wife) decided we 
needed a change and a challenge.  One way or another 
- and now with two young children and a dog - we find 
ourselves residents of North Devon and I have been 
fortunate enough to work at our wonderful school 
ever since.  

My Life in 10 questions
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies:  Running (I will keep this 
up until I’ve beaten Mr Tamlyn), Cycling (although my 
two young sons are seriously impinging on my chances 
of winning the Tour de France any year soon),  playing 
the guitar (usually when everybody’s gone to bed) and 
apologising for the behaviour of my dog.

Favourite Book:  So, so many.  I love reading but have 
really fallen out of the habit – I don’t seem to have the time 
to do it any more.  When I was in secondary school I read 
‘The Lord of the Rings’ for the first time and have read it 
many times since, so that could reasonably deserve to be 
described as my favourite.  Perhaps anything by Douglas 
Adams too!

Favourite Music:  I love many different types of music , 
but prefer guitar music and usually listen to whatever I’m 
learning to play at the time.  Nothing remotely current 
though or trendy, probably music your Grandad would be 
into. 

Favourite Film:  Again, so many to choose from though I 
rarely seem to watch them any more as time is always a bit 
of an issue.  I remember being extremely impressed by ‘The 
Sting’ when I first saw it, and ‘Apocalypse Now’, I like that.  I 
like pretty much everything Stanley Kubrick has had a hand 
in except the last one he directed before he died – that was 
just weird. 

Childhood Hero:  I don’t think I ever really had one.  Maybe 
Daley Thompson the decathlete or perhaps footballers Ian 
Rush or Kenny Dalglish (ask your Dad), they were who we 
would always want to pretend to be when we were playing 
football in primary school – Liverpool where so much more 
exciting than Leeds in the mid-eighties.  Still are to be 
honest but I’m less fickle now.



9. In the Swim

Three famous people alive or dead you would like to 
meet:  Earnest Shackleton (The guy Bear Grylls wishes he 
was),  Lance Armstrong (obviously very flawed but perhaps 
interesting none the less),  Helen of Troy (be good to see 
what all the fuss was about).

Your Best Teacher and Why:  Mr Forster, my year 5 primary 
teacher.  He used to play his guitar and sing to us, for some 
reason that really sticks in my head.  He also explained to us 
in detail how interest worked at the bank and how because 
of it there was no reason why any of us, particularly any 
children we may have, should not be extremely wealthy.  
Sadly, that bit didn’t seem to stick.  He loved Mathematics 
and perhaps he started my enthusiasm for it too.

Your biggest Regret:  I regret not getting myself properly fit 
until my thirties.  Being fit (even extremely fit) is very easy to 
achieve and costs nothing other than a little time.  Generally 
speaking though, we should try not to regret things – 
what’s the point?

Your Proudest Achievement to Date:  My sons, truthfully 
but rather predictably.  Though ask me next year when I’ve 
beaten Mr Tamlyn in one of the running races we usually 
have planned.

The Most Important Thing You Have Ever Learned:  
Contrary to what you may read in the papers or see on the 
news, the world is, by and large, a good and very wonderful 
place.  Many people will offer you lots and lots of help 
throughout your life in one way or another – but you should 
never expect any of it.

What does Easter mean to you?
Easter will offer the opportunity to spend time with my 
family.  I will endeavour to get out, running with Ernie my 
dog and may even get a bit of cycling in should time allow.  
I will also be moving house so I imagine my wife will be able 
to think of plenty of ways to keep me gainfully employed 
over the holiday period.

Interhouse Swimming Gala 
2015 
It was a fantastic day of competitive swimming. There were 
some very close races and ALL the swimmers did their 
absolute best for their House. 

Well done to everyone who took and congratulations to 
Drake House for winning the Overall trophy

Particular mention about Fortescue’s success in year 7. They 
have struggled in the more recent years with the swimming 
gala. Good to see them winning a trophy again and winning 
two was brilliant. 

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

Year 7 Girls

Individual winners:  Poppy 
Sampson(F), Morgan Powe(D)               

Fortescue 39pts   Drake 38pts                 Kingsley 30pts             Chichester 19pts        Raleigh 18pts

Year 7 Boys    

Individual winner: Zac Adams (C )

Fortescue 35pts               Raleigh 30pts                 Drake 28pts                 Kingsley 30pts           Chichester 23pts

Junior Girls

Individual winners: Holly 
Coles(D), Olivia Sayer(D), Grace 
Wood(C) 

Drake 50pts                  Chichester 36pts       Kingsley 21pts Fortescue  20pts         Raleigh 18pts

Junior Boys Individual winner: 
Miles Miller (K)      

Kingsley 42pts             Chichester 36pts                             Raleigh 29pts           Fortescue 21pts           Drake 14pts

Overall  winners Drake 128pts                Kingsley 119pts        Fortescue  115pts             Chichester 114pts        Raleigh  95pts

Individual Winner (Year 
7 Boys) Zac Adams from 
Chichester House.

Competitors for Fortescue House with Mrs Goodman, Head of House

Mr Marsh, Head of PE,  with Miles Miller 
(Year 9) – Individual Winner for Junior 
Boys and Olivia Sayer (Year 9) Individual 
Winner for Junior Girls

Competitors for Drake House with Mrs Freeman, Head of House



10. Living Life Forwards

Alfie May (Year 10)

My particular interest is Rugby.  I started playing Rugby in 
Year 7 at Park – I just attended one of the training sessions 
after school and really enjoyed it, so from there I went to 
Barnstaple Rugby Club and I have loved playing it ever since 
then!  

My biggest achievement in Rugby is to be part of the Devon 
Squad. 

To get where I am I have had to do lots of training and 
practising.  

The best thing about Park is that they want the best for 
everyone, without anyone suggesting I should go to the 
Rugby Club I would never have got to where I am now. 

Living Life Forwards!
Hindsight is a wonderful thing!  I wish I had known then 
what I know now.

In similar vein, someone once said that ‘Education is a 
messy business’, meaning that no one knows in advance 
what could make that special difference for any particular 
child, switching him or her onto learning as never before.  
A particular teacher he or she was lucky to have?  A 
particularly interesting school visit?  A rewarding work 
experience placement?  A particular moment during a 
lesson?  Encouragement?  Praise? An Award? A stern word 
just when it was needed?  Some uncomfortable ‘home 
truths’?  Something else?

Yes, we can all reflect when we are older and, often with 
that generosity of spirit that comes with passing time, 
highlight the formative influence or individuals – at home 
or at school – who made all the difference for us.  We are all 
different and the complexities of the possible catalysts and 
patterns of them to our future success are immense.  

So, living life forwards, we must rely upon all working 
together to offer the broadest possible curriculum and 
range of challenge and opportunities for all children.

This can sometimes cause tensions with the performance 
criteria by which schools are held to account.  Are they 
always in each individual student’s very best interests?  
Proposed to serve the greater good?  

Significant changes are now afoot again at GCSE as the 
‘gold standard’ measures move on to a new and more 
comprehensive approach:-

‘Attainment 8’ and ‘Progress 8’ at 
GCSE from August 2016

•	 5 + (A* - C) including English and Maths will cease to 
be the key criterion.

•	 % achieving (A* - C) in both English and Maths will 
continue (in an added complication yet to be fully 
clarified, to be replaced by number grades, not letters, 
from 2017).

•	 % achieving (A* - C) in “the Ebacc” will continue, but – 
the main measures will be based upon 8 subjects:  

Attainment 8
The average of all students’ 8 scores divided by 10 (as 
English and Maths are double weighted). 

Progress 8
For each subject, the GCSE grades achieved are plotted 
against the grades achieved by students with similar KS2 
results (based on the average finely graded KS2 English 
and Maths attainment in SATS).  An average of half a grade 
less than expected across the 8 subjects will result in being 
below the ‘floor standard’.  Hence, the outcome of each 
school is linked to the outcomes of all other schools. 

Curriculum Implications
•	 Should the curriculum be planned to maximise 

Progress 8 outcomes for as many students as possible?  
What would be the implications?

•	 Should (and how?) more time be provided for both 
Maths and English, now double-weighted with “fatter” 
syllabuses?

•	 As Single Science is removed nationally from 2016 and 
Triple Separate Science go from strength to strength, 
with ever more students opting for them, what should 
the implications be in future planning?

•	 What will be the implications for future option choices 
available for Year 9 students and the lead in time 
needed to meet the appropriate requirements of 
these changes?  At what pace are they possible and 
advisable as (unpredictable) change continues on the 
national stage?

Do these changes help us as we advise and guide our 
children how to face the challenges of their futures – or 
could there be any drawbacks?  Future planning has begun 
as we all live life forwards and balance all of the options for 
our future GCSE candidates.

What are your perspectives?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

English Maths Ebacc subjects ‘Open Group’

double 
weighted best 
grade in Lang. 
or Lit. but 
only if both 
are taken

double 
weighted 

Sciences, 
Computer 
Science, 
Geography, 
History, 
Languages

Remaining 
Ebacc 
subjects 
or other 
approved 
qualifications

Grade Score
A* 8
A 7
B 6
C 5
D 4
G 3
F 2
G 1
U 0
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Regional Future Chef 
Competition

Congratulations to Jack Tighe (Year 10) who qualified for 
the regional Devon round of the Future Chef Competition 
held at Exeter College in January.  Jack was the only male 
competitor, he cooked a delicious three course meal:  
breaded lamb cutlets with sweet potato puree, fish curry 
and rice and key lime pie.  Unfortunately Jack didn’t get 
through to the next round at Hugh Ferneley-Whittingstall’s 
River Cottage Cookery School but he was highly praised by 
the judging chefs.  Well done!

The Rotary Club of 
Barnstaple Youth Speaks 
Competition
During January our teams took part in The Rotary Club 
of Barnstaple Youth Speaks Competition with five other 
schools and colleges.  

In the Intermediate Competition Adam Davies, Kieran Sean 
Rooney-Heason and Alex Charters (all in Year 9) spoke 
on the topic “Combat on the Courts”, the commitment, 
dedication and thrill associated with playing tennis at a 
high level. 

In the Senior Competition Kate Boorman, Alice Chamings 
and Angus Napier (all in Year 10) spoke passionately on the 

topic “The Cost of a T-Shirt”, the consequences of those less 
fortunate than ourselves who find themselves exploited, 
some even as modern day slaves.

All spoke superbly well and were praised by the judges for 
the high standard of their performance, both as individuals 
and in a team:  our thanks to them all for representing the 
school in this outstanding manner.  Our thanks also to Ms 
Alexander and Mrs Stevens for helping them to prepare for 
a very challenging day!

The Unlimited Dance 
Company
Jasmin Turner and Summer Madge (both in Year 7), Jack 
Freeman (Year 8) and Charlotte Freeman (Year 10) make 
up part of “The Solution” team that train at The Unlimited 
Dance Company.  In 2014 they took part in the UDO Street 
Dance World Championships at the SECC Glasgow in the 
Under 18’s category and were up against other teams 
from around the world.  After two days of battling for the 
finals they were placed 2nd.  They have qualified for the 
World Championships again in August 2015 and are off to 
Germany in May to compete at the UDO European Street 
Dance Championships.  They are the only team from Devon 
so far to compete.  Last April, Jack and Charlie Freeman 
were part of the unlimited Dance Team to represent 
England in Los Angeles at ‘Dance Excellence’.  Well done!

Our Youth Speaks Intermediate Team (l to r): Alex Charters, Adam Davies 
and Kieran Sean Rooney-Heason

Our Youth Speaks Senior Team (l to r): 
Alice Chamings, Angus Napier and Kate Boorman
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Musical Achievements
In the North Devon Performing Arts Festival during 
February Guitar students of Des Miles achieved particularly 
well:

*Grade 1 Class 
Amber Rogers (Year 7) – 1st Place Commended and Festival 
Cup

*Grade 2 Class  
Georgia Adams (Year 9) – 1st Place Commended and 
Festival Medal

*Grade 3 Class 
Charlotte Chambers (Year 8) – 2nd Place with Distinction

*Grade 5 Class
Maia Dart (Year 10) – 1st Place Commended and Festival 
Cup, Becky Way (Year 10) – 2nd Place Commended, Hayley 
Williams (Year 11) – Joint 3rd Place with Merit, Finlay Dart 
(Year 10) – Joint 3rd Place with Merit

In their Music Examinations, 
congratulations to:
Kiara Clarke (Year 8) who achieved a Distinction in Grade 2 
Violin

Emily Rawlinson (Year 11) who achieved a Distinction in 
Grade 1 Piano and to *Mr Hargrave for achieving Grade 8 
Piano!

Molly Davies (Year 8) won Grade 4 & 5 Piano and 2nd Place 
in 12+ Piano at the North Devon Performing Arts Festival. 

Oliver Kinsella 
(Year 11) goes from 
strength to strength 
as a musician, 
achieving Grade 7 
Classical Guitar with 
Merit and 3rd Place 
at the Taunton Young 
Musician of the Year 
Final, followed by 
the Award (with 
Distinction) for 
the Junior Young 
Musician of the 
Year Competition, 
receiving the Lucy Giddy Cup at the North Devon 
Performing Arts Festival. Oliver then went on to be awarded 
1st place and the “Pinder & Tuckwell Shield” in the advanced 
guitar class at the “Devon Performing Arts Festival” in Exeter 
during March.

Oliver has also progressed to the final of the Two Moors 
Festival http://www.thetwomoorsfestival.co.uk/. 47 young 
musicians aged 18 and under from all over the South West 
competed in the preliminary round on Sunday the 8th of 
March. Oliver was one of the 20 musicians awarded a place 
in the final on Sunday the 2nd of May.

Nathaniel Clark (Year 10) has achieved his Grade 2 Drum Kit 
with Merit at Trinity College in London.  

Enjoying School Life
During February, Eleanor Cooper and Rhiannon Jones (both 
in Year 11) with Rosie Shepherd (Year 10) attended a Taster 
Day at Exeter University.  A very interesting and enjoyable 
day, all now have a better understanding of university life 
and thank Mrs Scott and Miss Lyons for the opportunity.  

Natalie Jennison (Year 8) participated in the North Devon 
Gang Show at the Queen’s Theatre.

Harrison Pascoe-White (Year 8) competed in the BMX 
Nationals in Manchester held on 7th and 8th March.  On the 
first day of the competition races he finished 13th out of 40 
competitors.  On day two he came 1st, 3rd and 5th Place 
but, unfortunately, was knocked out in the Quarter Final.  

Molly Grant (Year 8) competed in the Dolphins’ Swimming 
Gala at the North Devon Leisure Centre.  She finished 1st 
in the Front Crawl and will receive her trophy at the Rugby 
Club.  

Year 7 Textiles Club
The students have been busy making toys including fleece 
bears, dogs, rabbits and penguins!  Here they are pictured 
with their teacher, Mrs Heale.

Meaylee Lewis (Year7)

My name is Meaylee Lewis. My hobbies are Dog Showing 
and Photography (Mostly of my dogs!) I have 4 dogs, 3 Flat-
coated Retrievers and a Golden Retriever. I saved up £700 
for 2 years and the Golden Retriever (Daisy) is registered 
at The Kennel Club as my dog. This was my first ever 
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Golden Retriever. Before my dog was born I used Daisy’s 
Grandmother (Lacey who is now 11 years old.) I was very 
privileged to be requested by Lacey’s owner to show her 
at Crufts in 2013. She was entered in Veteran Girlies and 
therefore was one of the largest classes at Crufts! I didn’t 
get anywhere, but it was amazing just to be showing in the 
largest breed at Crufts. Not to mention that I unforgivably, 
stood at the front of the line up as I had stood at the back, 
but because I was 9 years-old everyone else moved behind 
me! Leaving me at the front. I can still remember the words 
going through my head at that time. To qualify for YKC 
at Crufts you must enter a YKC class at a Championship 
show and win your age groups class. Which Daisy and I did 
in 2014. You then wait until January to receive a special 
entry form for YKC (Young Kennel Club.) My Class at Crufts 
this year was Thursday (Gundog day) 6-11 YKC. The class 
was incredibly strong and so I came 6th! Although 6th 
was the end of the line up, it also means I am the 6th best 
Junior Handler in Gundogs 6-11 out of around 1000 in my 
category, which is spectacular!

Daisy Totterdell (Year 10)

My particular interest is netball. 

I first started playing in Year 4 for my primary school, then 
for my local club Titans Netball Club.  I train 3 hours per 
week.  Last year I also achieved a place in North Devon’s 
Netball Academy, where I trained for 12 weeks.  

In addition to winning the league for school 4 years in a 
row, I am currently at the top of my division for my Titans 
Team.  Last year we won through to the South West 
Regional Finals in Plymouth.  I am committed to training 
every week in order to push myself further.  I think hard 
work and determination can help you to achieve your goal.  

The PE Department is extremely important as the teachers 
have helped me to improve my skills.

Easter means chocolate and getting together with my 
family to enjoy the holidays!

Grease is The Word!
With quiff hairstyles back in fashion, we all felt at home in 
Rydell High School in the Summer of 1958!

The music begins when local boy Danny Zuko meets new 
girl Sandy Olsson.  Joined by the other principal characters, 
the dancers, the singers and the band, we are all in for a 

night of laughter, fun and enjoyment.  Taya Lambden as 
Sandy and Liam Hammett as Danny led a cast of real stars 
and talent who had all worked hard to produce something 
memorable and special.  The pace was swift and those well-
known songs slotted in to tell the story of that school term 
long ago.

The Pink Ladies and the Burger Palace Boys represented 
teenage life throughout the ages as Miss Lynch insisted 
upon certain standards and Vince Fontaine paraded his 
local celebrity status!  And then there was that wonderful 
car! 

The musicians were superb and created a world in which 
the songs everyone knows invoked energy, atmosphere, 
emotion and fun!

Sold out on all three nights, the audience loved it!
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All of those rehearsals had created something that will live 
on with everyone involved. 

The stage crew, the technicians, the front of house staff, the 
parents, the students, the teachers and their colleagues, 
everyone worked together and it was wonderful.  The 
feedback has been fantastic.   The standard achieved was 
very impressive,  a tribute to the directing and producing 
skills of Mrs Stevens, Mr Street and Mrs Robins. 

All we need to know now is….what will be next?  

As one of the main characters stated in the programme 
“It has so far been one of the most enjoyable things I have 
done in my life”.

Well done to all involved – you took me back to a time when 
I was much closer to your age and everyone wanted a quiff 
like Elvis!

David Atton Headteacher

…With our thanks to the company ‘Brandit’ of Seven Brethren Bank, 
Barnstaple who supported the printing of the t-shirts for the stage 
crew in our production!!

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Miss Brierley, Deputy Head of House
I was born just outside of Liverpool to Welsh parents.  Four 
years and my brother later they moved back to Wales and 
to the small town of Ruthin, where I went to school until 
I was 18.  I studied at Loughborough College and Art and 
Design and after I graduated I moved to the nearby city of 
Nottingham.  I worked in the Nottingham University Art 
Gallery where I curated exhibitions and ran the community 
Art Education programme.  I became a secondary school 
teacher in 1997 and have taught in New Zealand as well as 
the UK.  I am also a qualified teacher of English as a Foreign 
Language.

Family, friends, nearest and dearest aside, I love the 
following things in life:  

Travelling – my parents took the family away to central 
America and Europe when I was just 10.  As a result I have 
travelled lots and in 2000 I went to New Zealand to live and 
teach for a year and returned 5 years later!  My aim is to see 
the whole world.  

Being outdoors – I grew up a stones throw from the 
Snowdonia National Park.  Be it walking up a mountain, 
camping at the top and snowboarding down, I am happiest 
outdoors.

Liverpool Football Club – my Dad took me to my first 
football match at the age of 8.  I studied for my PGCE in 
Liverpool so he and I could go to the match most weekends.

Classic VW vans – my neighbours had one, I was totally 
blown away at the age of 4!  I have subsequently spent 
more time in a breakdown truck with one of my beloved VW 
vans being towed behind than with any other vehicle I have 
owned! 

Easter to me.... Is a time when I go snowboarding – long 
sunny days, fresh spring dumps of snow, and a million miles 
away from the working week!.

Favourite pastimes/hobbies – snowboarding, cycling, 
being outdoors, going away in whatever campervan is 
drivable!

Favourite Book – the best book I have read in the past year 
is ‘Desert Flower by Waris Dirie’

Favourite Music – Northern Soul and Funk

Favourite Film – the best most recent film I have seen was 
Elaine Constantine’s 2014 ‘Northern Soul’.

Childhood Heros – my parents

Three famous people I would like to meet?  B.K.S. Iyengar, 
Kenny Daglish & Waris Dirie’

My best teacher – Mr. Williams, my Art teacher; without him 
I would have probably taken the ‘safe option’ and gone to 
university to study accountancy.

My Biggest Regret?  Life is far too short to mull over regrets

My Proudest Achievement?  jumping out of a plane from 
12,000 feet and cycling 100 miles around Lake Taupo in 
New Zealand without stopping!

The most important thing I have ever learned?  That life is 
for living.
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Jack Rice Lethaby (Year 10)

My main interest is football but I really enjoy rugby and 
cricket.

I train five times per week with matches at weekends.  I do 
this with Torquay Academy and Southampton FC.  I first 
began playing for Barnstaple Youth when I was five years 
old, with our team going unbeaten for 5 years!  

My biggest achievement was playing in Denmark in a 
tournament with teams including Bayern Munich.

For success you must ‘work hard, train harder’, the main 
thing for success is how much you want it and how you 
work for it: anything can happen if you want it to!

The best thing about Park School is all the sports I am able 
to participate in, including going to the Devon Finals in 
Rugby and Cricket and winning the North Devon football.  

I would particularly like to thank Mr Galliford and the PE 
staff for all of the support I receive. 

The World of Maths
Maths Puzzle of the Week
The maths puzzle of the week can be found on the maths 
section of the VLE. Recent winners of the competition have 
been:

Tara Davies 7GR
Toby Ruhleman 9RP
Shana Hutchings 9MR
Henry Sherlock 7JU
Darcie Cray 9GK
Georgia Adams 9GK
Katie Roberts 9GK
Jonathan Lahai-Taylor 9GK
Liam Smale 7EE
Kai Crosby 7CC
Bebe Malek 9HU
Sam Yeowell 9GK.

Congratulations to each of them!

Well done Miss Preece!
Miss Preece’s national ranking for badminton has recently 
improved! Can you work out what her current position is 
among badminton players in the country?

Year 9 Finance Week
In February our year 9 students undertook a variety of 
finance activities in their Maths lessons as part of Finance 
Week.

They learnt lessons on budgeting, earnings and tax, 
payslips, bank statements and much more, with a visit from 
Micky Lovett, branch manager at Natwest, who spoke to 
them about banking and the cost of living.

“I found that finance week was a good insight into 
what our lives may be like in a few years. I liked going 
on the NatWest MoneySense website, it was really 
helpful. I also liked the talk from the Natwest people 
and the pig key rings they gave to us!”  Abbie Lewis

“During finance week we have learnt the value of 
money by completing various tasks, for example 
learning about the cost of living. I enjoyed the quiz 
we did the most as it gave me an opportunity to learn 
financial facts we may otherwise not have known, 
but in a fun way.” Maddy Hamilton-Mudge 

Maths Challenge Week
The last week of term before Christmas was “Maths 
Challenge Week” for our year 7, 8 and 9 students. The 
students got to approach maths in a fun yet challenging 
way, with a variety of activities for each of the year groups, 
such as the pentominoes investigation for year 7, tangrams 
for year 8 and problem solving for year 9. All year groups 
got to take part in a quiz and best of all the annual “Maths 
Trail.” Equipped with a map of the school, they needed 
to locate various Maths problems around the school in a 
competition to see who could complete the trail first!

15 -8 Square 
it +1 60% of 

this -7 ?
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Other Upcoming Maths 
Events:

•	 The UKMT Junior Maths Challenge (for selected 
students in Years 7 and 8) takes place on Thursday 
30th April.

•	 The Year 8 Business Links Project will begin on Monday 
29th June.

•	 The Maths/Technology day for Year 5 students will be 
on Tuesday 14th April.

Mathematics Club!
The Year 6 Gifted and Talented Maths club has continued to 
run this term. A group of students from our partner primary 
schools have been coming to Park School on Wednesdays 
after school to attend the club with Miss Knight and 
Miss Wadham. Below, one of the students describes her 
experience of attending Maths Club:

“On my first day at Maths Club I was quite scared 
about not knowing the other children that would 
be attending or the teachers that would be there; 
however, now I have been going for some time I know 
quite a lot of the other children at the club and have 
made some new friends that I would not have met 
elsewhere as they attend different schools.

I love the activities that we do as it involves working 
together and competing against other groups. 
My absolute favourite thing to do is to go into the 
computer room and go on to MyMaths. This is a 
website where we can play games and we do level 
5 or 6 maths tasks. Everyone has their own special 
login and if you complete a task you are rewarded 
with a star. These are stuck at the front of our maths 
books and at the end of each term we have a raffle; 
for every star you have you gain a raffle ticket, so the 
more stars you collect, the more chance you have 
of winning a prize. This is great as it gives you an 
incentive to do the MyMaths tasks at home which has 
improved my maths skills.

Maths Club has given me more confidence, I am no 
longer shy around other pupils that do not attend my 
school, and I enjoy working with them when we need 
to work in teams.”

Kirsty Gibson, Year 6, Newport Primary School.

Benjamin Martin (Year 10)

 My main interest is music. I first began playing guitar in 
year 4 at primary school after my friends had started. We 
learned lots of songs and that’s when I found out I liked 
to play the guitar and sing. In Year 6 at our residential, I 
entered my first talent contest. I can’t remember what 
position I came but that’s when I knew that music was what 
I wanted to do. 

I continued with guitar lessons when I started Park School 
and to support my learning I am undertaking the ‘Rock 
Guitar’ grades. I was the lead singer and bass player in a 
band for 2 years, which I enjoyed. I had singing lessons in 
Year 8. I am also studying GCSE Music. I like to play at open-
mic nights and I enter talent shows when I go on holiday. I 
recently played in the band for the Grease production.

Ed Sheeran is my main inspiration with my music and I have 
grown up aspiring to be like him. I practice my guitar and 
sing as much as I can, for as long as I can, and I have just 
started learning the keyboard.

My biggest achievements in music so far is winning 
the ‘Routes into Languages South West’ song writing 
competition in Year 8. I won £100. I was invited to perform 
my winning song at Bath University. I entered the 
competition again in year 9 and received an award for 2nd 
place and another £50 prize. I also won a talent show in the 
Isle of Wight and won a holiday to go back for the grand 
final. Sadly, I didn’t make it because of bad weather. 

I think the secret to success is taking on-board constructive 
criticism, making sure I practice and try my best. I love to 
perform whenever I get the opportunity and this builds my 
confidence more and more.

The best thing about Park School for me is the music events 
that give me the chance to perform the songs I have learnt. 
Also, being able to participate in ‘Battle of the Bands’. My 
teachers have been really supportive. In Music, they are 
currently helping me record some songs I have written. 
When they are finished I would like to send them to people 
like ‘BBC introducing’ who discover new artists.

Rasberry Pi
We respect the help and support of a 
generous donation of £2,000 from The 
Perrigo Charitable Foundation which 
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will enable a major stimulus to the introduction of the new 
Computing courses in the school and enhance the quality 
of all that we are able to offer. 

The computing department would like to say a massive 
thank you to the company for this extremely generous 
donation of 50 Raspberry Pi computers and the peripheral 
packs that will enable our students to see, hear and control 
the outputs of their programming.

It is a very exciting time in the ICT department as we are 
integrating a new GCSE in Computer Science into our 
curriculum. The Raspberry Pi’s are an integral part of how 
we deliver the programming aspect of the course and to 
be able to have a Pi available for each student during their 
studies is an invaluable resource that we only dreamt about!

This donation has also made it possible to be able to 
introduce programming in the lower school which we hope 
will create a real enthusiasm for Computer Science at a 
younger age.

A World of Languages
Congratulations to Grace Quinn (Year 9) and Isabella 
Messinger (Year 10) on being nominated Outstanding 
Students in Modern Foreign Languages and to Sarah 
Newby Gonzalez (Year 7) on being the first Weekly 
Translation Challenge Winner. 

Congratulations to Year 8 Spanish Students who produced a 
magnificent wall display informing us of the 22 countries in 
the world where Spanish is spoken.

“Félicitations” to all Year 9 French Students involved in the 
French Day – and a special mention to these who plucked 
up the courage to practise their French on a famous TV 
personality!

Year 7 Gifted and Talented 
Drama Day
Following an extremely successful workshop on Nelson 
Mandella with year 9s in the Autumn term, Tangle Theatre, 
the South West African and Carribean Theatre company, 
returned for a day of drama with gifted and talented year 7 
pupils from Park, Braunton, Pilton, and Bideford secondary 
schools. Drama is all about collaboration and we are proud 
to have an excellent working partnership between the 
drama departments, which enables us to offer such quality 
workshops three times a year. This was no exception. The 60 
pupils involved experienced a full day of exploring ‘diversity 
and dreams’, using images, words and movement in creative 
and meaningful ways. The pupils from all schools were 
thoughtful and expressive and we are looking forward to 
the year 8 workshop in June.

You may have missed George 
Pocock in his small walk on role in 
Grease, but you certainly won’t miss him in his next venture 
as he takes the lead in a National Theatre Connections 
production of The Boy Preference.  The play is set in a 
dystopian future where the temperatures have risen by 
ten degrees and there is a deficit of girls. George plays 
the main character who he describes as very isolated and 
‘tucked away’. George has been working extremely hard in 
rehearsals, ‘so hard that I am falling asleep on the couch as 
soon as I get home’.  He has really enjoyed the process and 
sees it as an important stepping stone towards his future 
career in acting. Performances have already been held at 
Kingsley school and The Plough Arts Centre but you have 
the opportunity to see George at the Plymouth Royal’s 
Drum Theatre on the 17th April. 
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Theatre visits
Year 10 GCSE students attended a performance of John 
Godber’s ‘Teechers’ at The Queen’s Theatre on Monday 16th 
March. Performed by Blackeyed Theatre, this production 
was fast-moving, inventive and highly entertaining. The play 
is seen through the eyes of three year 11 students about 
to leave school and uses humour to explore serious ideas 
about Education.  

Teachers are interesting 
people too! 
Mr Horton – Head of the Mulberry 
Learning Support Unit

I was born in Weymouth, Dorset and spent most of 
my spare time during the summer months on the 
beach, so I love being near the coast here. I went 
to school in Weymouth and I eventually ended up 
teaching there for a year.  This was quite odd, as 
my head of department was the teacher who told 
me off most regularly when I was at the school as a 
pupil!  Ironically, I am now on the other side of that 
relationship because there is a member of staff at Park 
School I used to teach!

My degree is from the University of Exeter and I studied 
at the College of St Mark and John in Plymouth. I 
studied a B.Ed in Physical Education and Information 
and Communication Technology.  It was a four year 
course and I loved it. I worked on my dad’s fishing boat 
for extra money and also on another boat during the 
summer months.  At times this proved extremely tough 
work, in all conditions, but I loved it and it helped me 
through university.

Obviously sport is a big part of my life and I have 
played several different sports to a reasonably high 
standard. I played football for Weymouth for a 
couple of seasons.  Volleyball, basketball, tennis and 
swimming all took up a great deal of my time when 
I was younger. Unfortunately, two days before I was 
due to start a new job as head of PE in my last school, 
I broke my ankle playing football, not the perfect 
start!  I still play tennis and enjoy regular (highly 
competitive!) matches with some of my colleagues 
here at Park.

I have recently started walking and have become 
a little obsessed with completing the South West 

Coastal Path. It is 630 miles long, starts in Minehead 
and finishes in Poole in Dorset. I’m completing it in 
sections and I reckon I’m about a third of the way there 
now, maybe a bit more!  I have always felt the need 
to do something like this and it turns out that only 
two generations ago my great grandparents were 
travellers!  I think this explains my desire to go from 
place to place in all weathers in the beautiful open 
countryside and appreciate what nature is. 

Over recent years I have developed a certain 
appreciation of all things equine. This is not so much 
a hobby, but certainly something that I am enjoying 
learning more about and I can now see how people 
get hooked on horses and horse riding. I am not 
interested in getting in the saddle, but being around 
horses is definitely calming and when working in my 
department, anything that can do that gets my vote! 

My Life in 10 Questions
Favourite pastimes :  Walking/hiking, playing tennis.

Favourite book:  The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald.

Favourite music: I love good chill out music especially 
Carbon Based Lifeforms, but have always listened to hip-
hop and dance music too. I also love Clannad, so a mixture 
really.

Favourite film: Spirited Away.

Childhood hero:  Michael Jackson. He was certainly odd, 
but undoubtedly a genius.

Three famous people you would like to meet:  The Dalai 
Lama, Socrates, Frankie Howerd.

Your best teacher and why: Mr Dukes. He used to organise 
Dartmoor trips regularly and he also got me into basketball 
which I spent most of my spare time at secondary school 
playing!

Your biggest regret:  Listening to well-meaning advice from 
various people and not following my heart.

Your proudest achievement to date:  Maybe not ‘to date’, 
but God willing I will finish the South West Coastal Path.

The most important thing you have ever learned: 
Forgiveness. 

What does Easter mean to you? 
I feel like people should make ‘Easter resolutions’ instead of 
new year resolutions, it feels like a time of new beginnings 
and regeneration. Also, very importantly, Easter means the 
Park School ski trip to Passo Tonale!

Grace Rogers (Year 11)
My main interest is the theatre and performing.  I love live 
theatre of any kind, whether it is a straight play or musical, 
and I have broad ecclectic tastes.  

My experience began at The Plough Youth Theatre in 
Torrington.  First at “Play in a Day” workshops and then 
joining the Youth Theatre for annual productions.  From 
January 2013 until last Christmas I was also a member of 
“Centre Stage” (the Junior Performing Section of Barnstaple 
Musical Comedy), studying all aspects of Performing Arts. 
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Besides previous annual productions, I really enjoyed the 
recent school production of “Grease”.  It was great to see 
various people/departments come together to make the 
show work and gave everyone a great sense of pride. 

I have learnt that being in a production requires dedication 
and commitment from all involved.  It really is a team effort 
by all.  It has also helped me grow in confidence. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Park School, have 
tried new things and made great friends and memories.  
The House system really gives students a sense of 
belonging and I have been proud to be Head Girl of Drake.  

The arrival of Easter signifies a new hope and beginnings 
and as my time at Park School draws to an end, so begins 
a period of intense study and exam preparation in order 
to (hopefully!) achieve my next academic goals.  Many 
thanks to all invovled for their ongoing support, help and 
encouragement – it is appreciated!

The World of Geography! 
Year 9 Natural Hazards – exploding 
into action!

As part of their work on natural hazards this term, Year 9 
students were set the task of researching and creating an 
accurate model of a volcano. We had some superb pieces 
of work handed in, and we also had great fun taking them 
outside and making them erupt!

This brilliantly detailed model was created by Zafira Shah 
9MR and Eve O’Brien 9GK. It even had a secondary vent on 
the side that erupted too!

We also had a few edible creations – the effort and detail 
was amazing (and they tasted good too!)

Will Pethick 9GK, James Pope 9JN and Oliver May 9SS created this realistic 
looking eruption.

Erin Silvester 9RP and Charley Newby 9SS.

Chloe Passmore 9SW Daisy Johns 9MR and Abigail 
Streete 9GG
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Year 8 Paignton Zoo Trip 
After being flooded out on the first attempt last year, we 
were very pleased to take 42 gifted and talented Geography 
students, who had the opportunity to visit the zoo and 
investigate with zoo staff some of the issues facing tropical 
rainforests. We had the added bonus of a 4 week old baby 
giraffe too! As ever the students were a joy to take – once 
again their behaviour and positive attitude was commented 
on by the zoo staff. Well done, and thank you to everyone 
who took part!

Coming Up  Next Term…
Year 8 Fieldwork in April to investigate coastal processes 
and landforms (and maybe have an ice cream too!) Here’s 
hoping the weather is as good as it was last year!

Year 10 fieldwork in May, investigating local flood defence 
strategies, and beginning preparation for the Fieldwork 
element of controlled assessment.

Year 8 Environmental Olympiad – our annual competition 
for students to investigate and present their findings on 
local environmental issues.

Holocaust Memorial Day
On the 27 January, a group of Year 9 students attended 
the Holocaust Memorial Day held in the Guild Hall, Exeter. 
Holocaust Memorial Day is, in its own words a day where 
“we can honour the survivors of these regimes and 
challenge ourselves to use the lessons of their experience 
to inform our lives today.”  This was a commemoration 
of all genocides (Rwanda, Bosnia, Cambodia…) not just 
the Jewish genocide perpetrated by the Nazis. We were 
required to prepare a project for the event, so we decided 
on a short biography of young victims of genocide (these 
are now on display opposite the Kingsley House Office). 
For me, the day was a success. We received talks from the 
Mayor of Exeter and a rabbi from the Jewish community, 
reiterating the importance of remembrance. Whilst the 
exhibits in the Guild Hall were certainly moving, the real 
eye opener of the trip was a short film about the gypsy 
genocide and the subsequent question and answer session. 
The gypsy genocide you may ask? Something often left 
out of our history, yet it should be a marking moment 
for all people. The film follows the story of a modern day 
Roma woman, researching her roots and the genocide and 
climaxes in a trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau, perhaps the most 
notorious death camp of them all. Because of inaccurate 
record keeping, we cannot be sure of the exact number of 
deaths in the gypsy genocide, but the conservative estimate 
is 220,000. The fact that this genocide is so often ignored 
shocked me, yet I doubt I would have heard of it had I not 
had the opportunity to listen to this woman. Before the trip, 
I don’t think I could really imagine these genocides, whereas 
now I can truly grasp the atrocities of the past, and why it is 
so important to remember them.  We often take for granted 
the relative peace of our surroundings, forgetting the 
perils that our predecessors lived and died for, hoping that 
tomorrow is a better day.

Jordan Choules 8KV demonstrating the arm span of an Orangutan.

Lucy Palmer 8KV with a tiger skin 
jacket – 5 or 6 tiger cubs would 
have been killed to make this one 
jacket.

the baby giraffe!!

The group handing the skin of a 
large reticulated python. 

Brendon Chadwick 8KV shaking 
his peacock tail feathers to attract 
a mate!



The World of History

98 Year 9 pupils started this term by embarking upon a 
voyage of Historical discovery to London. We dodged 
the weather to enjoy two days of glorious(ish) sunshine 
in order to visit the London Dungeons and the newly 
reopened Imperial War Museum. The London Dungeons 
always feature in the list of the top attractions in the 
capital and they really did not disappoint as students were 
immersed in the story of London through the ages. They 
dodged the plague, came face to face with Guy Fawkes 
and Jack the Ripper, visited Mrs Miggins’ Pie Shop, and 
narrowly survived a visit to Sweeny Todd’s Barber Shop 
before narrowly avoiding the hanging judge! A quick dash 
later and we visited the Imperial War museum to view 
the World War One exhibition to learn more about the 
experiences of the soldiers from all sides to support our 
World War One trench diary work. The pupils’ behaviour 
was exemplary, even when sitting on the M4 for slightly 
longer than planned!

Upcoming Trips
In the Summer term there will be a visit to Chepstow 
Castle for Year 7 where they will not only get to explore 
the wonderful ruins but will also have a demonstartion 
in Medieval weaponry from celebrated Medieval 
Recreationist Neil Eddiford in support of the Medieval 
Realms scheme of work.  There will also be a visit for Year 8 
to the SS Great Britain where they will explore the ship and 
take part in an Educational Workshop learning about some 
of her greatest voyages and most imteresting passengers. 
Look out for the Letter!

History Fiction Writing 
Competition
Shortly after we return for the summer term is the 
deadline for entries to the inaugural KS3 History Fiction 
Writing Competition. Details are available in all of 
the History Rooms and on the History Department 
noticeboard.  Entries are flooding in and the standard is 
already very impressive. There are a range of prizes from a 
£10 Waterstones voucher for the overall winner to smaller 
prizes for each Year group winner.  Any questions ask your 
History Teacher or look in the History Section of the VLE. 

Year 7 
Year 7 have been producing some wonderful Motte 
and Bailey Castles this term and we would like to thank 
everyone away from the classroom who has supported 
them in this.  We even had a Motte and Bailey Castle song 
this year and as well as cakes, models, art, amazing videos 
and our first ever Motte and Bailey Minecraft Creation!

Year 11
We are soon to say goodbye to our wonderful Year 11s 
who have really made KS4 History a pleasure to teach for 
the last two Years. They have worked incredibly hard  and 
we wish them all of the luck in the world with whatever 
they are planning on doing in the future. In order to make 
that future as bright as possible I hope they remember to 
use all of the revision materials that have been added to 
the VLE and use the revision forums to post any questions 
they have. These will be staffed during the holidays to help 
pupils with any topics they are finding difficult to revise. 

The World of English
Thank you to our team of students supported by Miss 
Alexander who produced our latest North Devon Journal 
page “Looking Forward From The Park”, our fourth 
published page.

In addition to writing for the North Devon Journal, Stan 
Wilks (Year 10) has written for “The Only Way Is Park” and 
he will soon have his own board in the English corridor.  
His board will be full of film reviews, both new and classics.

The First Edition of The Only Way Is Park was published this 
term and all copies sold out!

We have 3 theatre trips planning for next term:  The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas (Year 8), To Kill a Mockingbird (Year 9) 
and Romeo and Juliet (Year 10). 

Student Investor 
Challenge
17 teams of 4 students and 3 Staff teams signed up to play 
the Student Investor Challenge at www.studentinvestor.
org . Our winning team was The Popheads. Well done to 
Year 9 students: Ryan Mundell, Zac Surridge, Sam Skinner 
and Max Symonds. 
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8720 teams across the country entered the competition 
this year. 4 of our teams were placed above the expert’s 
team from the Ifs University College. 14 of our teams made 
a profit from their investments. Well done to them!

The competition is open to students aged 14 – 19 who are 
given £100,000 to invest on the stock market. The Student 
Investor Challenge is the most realistic share dealing 
competition and is very popular nationally. Contact Mrs 
Thomas for more details.

Oliver Kinsella (Year 11)

I enjoy all the subjects I study, I have particular interest in 
Maths (and have been very happy to have achieved my 
A* a year early in this subject), I am now studying Further 
Maths.   Music is a subject that I am very interested in both 
in and outside of school.  I have always had a real interest 
in Geography and as a surprise to myself I have thoroughly 
enjoyed cookery too!   

As well as the A* in maths that I have already obtained, 
I hope to gain an A/A* in Further Maths and the other 
subjects mentioned.

My ambitions for the future are to study Maths at University 
or study Music further at a Conservatoire.  I would like a 
career involving either or both of these subjects; a possible 
career path would be teaching.

The things that I like best about Park School are the 
wide range of opportunities for getting involved in 
extracurricular activities, as well as the supportive and 
encouraging environment for studying. 

My main hobby and interest is Music; I play classical guitar, 
rock guitar and the piano. I also really enjoy basketball.

My particular interest/achievement is my Music; I 
started playing the piano and classical guitar when I 
was at primary school. I attend weekly lessons for both. 
Furthermore, I belong to a classical guitar ensemble; which 
I rehearse with weekly and I spend a lot of time practicing 
for my graded exams.  I am also a member of a rock/punk 
band called SocioDischord and we rehearse weekly.  

I have reached Grade 8 in the Classical Guitar (I gained my 
Grade 7 in December) and Grade 6 in Piano.  Last year I 
took my Grade 5 Music Theory Examination and obtained 
a distinction in this.  I have entered a lot of festivals and 
last year came 2nd in the North Devon Young Musician 
Competition, and gained 1st Place in the Grade 7 Category.  

This year, I gained 3rd place in the prestigious Taunton 
Young Musician Grand Final and got 1st Place in the North 
Devon Festival Junior Young Musician Competition. 

My achievements have really been achieved because I 
have great teachers and encouraging support at home.  I 
also tend to focus my time on my music and although I 
spend many hours practicing and attending rehearsals 
and lessons, I do really enjoy what I do and I think that is 
ultimately what brings success in anything.  Also, I think 
you have to learn to face your fears and although entering 
festivals and taking exams can seem nerve racking and 
daunting; the only way you will enjoy the feeling of 
accomplishment is if you really face the challenge and have 
a go!  I always try and think, no matter what happens, at 
least if I have a go, I will have learnt something from the 
experience and this will hopefully help me improve for 
whatever happens next.

Easter to me means hope and new beginnings and, 
hopefully, warmer weather!

Teachers are interesting 
people too! 
Miss Knight – Mathematics Teacher

I was born and raised in North Devon. I lived in 
Combe Martin where I have fond memories of my 
childhood, spending summers on the beach with my 
identical twin sister. I attended Combe Martin Primary 
School and then Ilfracombe College.  In the Sixth 
Form I studied A-levels in Maths, Further Maths and 
Art. Many people find this a strange combination of 
subjects as mathematicians are not normally known 
for their artistic abilities, however gaining an A* in 
my art GCSE is still one of my proudest achievements! 
I went on to study mathematics at Exeter University 
whilst working as a waitress and a cleaner! 

I then continued at Exeter University doing a PGCE 
course which I completed in 2006 to be a maths 
teacher. I worked as a teacher in Weston-Super-Mare 
for several years but gravitated back to beautiful North 
Devon when I started working at Park School in 2012.

My Life in 10 Questions
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies:   I am lucky to live here and 
love to explore the countryside. I enjoy visiting National 
Trust properties and going on caravanning holidays to 
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explore other parts of the country too. I enjoy most things 
arts and crafts related and wish I had more time to indulge 
this. In the evenings you can often find me curled up with a 
cryptic crossword puzzle which, for whatever reason, seems 
to relax me after a long day at school!

Favourite Book: I’m not a big reader of fiction and so 
don’t really have a favourite. I prefer to read factual books.  
I am more likely to be found reading a history book or 
something similar. My favourite childhood books were Enid 
Blyton’s Faraway Tree stories.

Favourite Music:  Anything I can sing along to in my car!

Favourite Film:  I quite like horror films but nothing too 
gory, just a little spooky!

Childhood Hero:  Many of my family members.

Three famous people (alive or dead) you would like to 
meet:  Richard Osman, Salvador Dali, Archimedes.

Your best teacher and why: My year 5/6 teacher Mrs 
Nelson. She was always fair and an all-round good 
teacher. Her weekly spelling and times tables tests were 
quite memorable as well as her love of art and music 
(unfortunately the musical abilities didn’t rub off on me!). 
There were also many good teachers in Secondary school. I 
will forever have fond memory of my year 7 French teacher 
Mr Crighton, dancing and singing at the front of the 
classroom to a song about the French days of the week - 
and as a result I have never forgotten them!

Your biggest regret: Not taking up more opportunities that 
came my way when I was younger.

Your proudest achievement to date: Being the first in my 
family to go to university.

The most important thing you ever learned: Whatever 
you want to do with your life will not come easy, you will 
not have things handed to you on a plate and you will have 
to make sacrifices to achieve them.   You may even feel 
like giving up when the going gets tough, but anyone can 
achieve their goals if they persevere.

What does Easter mean to you?
Easter time for me is a great opportunity to spend time with 
family. This is very important to me. This part of the country 
is so pretty in the spring, it’s lovely to see the lambs in the 
fields on my drive to work.

Alison Bell (Year 10)

My main interests are playing the piano and clarinet and I 
also enjoy ballet and tap dancing. 

I first began playing the piano because I was inspired by 
my brother’s playing and then later I learnt the clarinet as a 
second instrument.  I practice for 1½ hours every day and 
have a weekly lesson in both instruments.  

My biggest achievements are attaining grade 7 in both 
clarinet and piano and playing a piano solo at the Queen’s 
Theatre. Playing well relies upon dedication, determination 
and lots of practice!

The best thing about Park School for me has been the 
challenges and opportunities that have helped me to build 
my confidence. 

As we approach Easter it means new beginnings and a fresh 
start as well as time to be with my friends and family.  

The World of Music!
Battle of the Bands
Battle of the Bands will take place from Tuesday 17th until 
Friday 20th in the School Hall at lunchtime.  Students 
from all years will take part and the winners will go on to 
compete at a regional competition at Petroc.  

BBC Ten pieces Project 
Park School is hosting a large classical music project 
involving children from local primary schools.  Students 
taking part will receive free instrumental tuition from 
an expert musician and are working towards a large 
performance at the Queens Theatre later in the year.  Some 
year 7 Park students will also be recruited to join in. 

Taiko Drumming is Back!
Students will be learning Taiko drumming during the 
Summer term in their music lessons.  This coincides with a 
Taiko project led by Gillian Ashcoft from Bratton Fleming 
primary. Gillian has secured a spot on the stage at the 
11th Annual Taiko Festival in Exeter, 3rd – 5th July.  Any 
Park student is able to take part in this performance by 
attending the club after school on Tuesdays from 4-5pm.  

The World of Art
Boston Tea Party Exhibition
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The Art Department was invited once again to exhibit 
a selection of art work for our 4th annual exhibition in 
the café. On Friday 4th December we formally opened 
the exhibition with a private viewing and invited the 
90 students who had had their work selected and their 
parents, to enjoy an evening of music, mulled wine and 
great art! Thank you once again to The Boston Tea Party for 
providing this great opportunity for our students.

A group of students made illuminating Christmas wreaths 
made out of plastic bags. These were sold to make funds 
for the refreshments on the opening night. 

The Year 7 Exeter Art Trip to 
The Royal Albert Memorial 
Museum and Cathedral.
We were very fortunate to choose a dry, sunny day in 
February for our annual trip to explore the cultural delights 
of Exeter!

49 of our students spent the morning at The Royal Albert 
Memorial Museum producing drawings in response to the 
artefacts. The World Cultures section links directly into our 
Year 7 Art Curriculum and supports our African Art Project. 
The enormous stuffed animals and newly refurbished 
insect and butterfly rooms are always firm favourites for 
our students too.

The Faces Of Conflict exhibition allowed our students 
to view artwork completed in response to the facial 
reconstructive surgery during the first world war. Some of 
this work was fascinating, if not a little disturbing.
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The afternoon was spent at the cathedral. A very animated 
guide took us around the cathedral and gave us an insight 
into some of the history of the cathedral from a creative 
perspective. A practical workshop followed as the students 
created keyrings based on stained glass window designs. 
The cathedral staff were keen to let us know how impressed 
they were with our students’ friendly and respectful 
approach.

On Thursday 22nd January, 22 keen Year 7 students 
participated in an art workshop with Ranger Russ from Zoo 
Lab. Ranger Russ worked with our zoologists of the future 
and shared a wealth of fascinating facts with the group 
about his animals.

Boxes of Pythons, Tarantulas, Giant African Snails and 
Millipedes were shown to the group. With trepidation the 
students handled some of the animals. We discovered that 
snail slime is an anti-aging ingredient in some face creams!!! 
This was just one of the many unusual pieces of information 
we learnt on that day.

The students then tried their hardest to draw a creature of 
their choice using chalk pastels. Most of the animals were 
very responsive and stayed still for the duration of the 
activity.

We look forward to inviting Ranger Russ back into school in 
the future for a follow-up session.

Year 10 and 11 Art Trip 
to Exeter – The Faces of 
Conflict
On Saturday 21st March, the art department staff will be 
spending a day with some of our Able, Gifted and Talented 
students in Years 10 and 11. Our students will be visiting 
Exeter and creating work in response to an exhibition 
called The Faces of Conflict. For our Year 11 students, this 
work will link directly into their art exam preparation. Year 
10 students will use this work to support the coursework 
element of their course. We are all really looking forward to 
this great opportunity.
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Helping Others
Chichester (unwanted) Christmas 
Presents Donation
At Christmas we asked students in Chichester House and 
then in the whole school, to donate any of their unwanted 
presents to our House Charity, the South West Children’s 
Hospice. Over the course of January, we collected, 
reminded, begged and we managed to gather a nice 
selection of items, most notably a Wii console that one 
student had grown out of.  Thank you very much!

To explain to our students a bit more how these presents 
make a real difference, we invited Emma Parry from Little 
Bridge House in Fremington, the local Children’s Hospice, 
to our assembly. In a very moving talk she told us and our 
students more about the impact their work is having and of 
how much help our donations will be.

Thank you very, very much to everyone who donated! We 
will continue raising money for this charity in Chichester 
and the cooperation is already continuing with a number of 
our youngsters visiting Little Bridge House soon to gain an 
insight into making the most of life.          

The Music Department has donated £500 to The 
Samaritans from the proceeds of the Christmas Concert.

•	 The NSPCC Number Day raised £41.35.

•	 Jumper Day for Save The Children raised £221.44.

•	 Chichester – Tutor Group 8KM raised £70 for the 
British Heart Foundation. 

•	 Drake – 8AY sent £38.56 to the RSPCA.

•	 Fortescue – Currently undertaking their ‘charity 
challenge’ – details to follow in the Summer 
Newsletter.

•	 Kingsley - Chris Ball (Year 11) raised £140 which was 
divided between donations to the Dogs’ Trust and 
CLIC.

•	 Raleigh – Tutor Group 8AV sent £95.83 to Amigos. 

Life in the Library
All Year 7 students are enrolled onto the Accelerated Reader 
Programme and are busy reading and taking quizzes to 
test their personal understanding of their books.  They are 
working hard to compete against other tutor groups in 
order to win an Easter Egg at the end of term.  Good luck 
from Ms Allen, Librarian.  

The Library is busy with students studying, reading and 
borrowing books as new displays of students’ work and 
events around school have helped to encourage new users.  
Any overdue books are greatly received please.

Thank you to everyone who was photographed for World 
Book Day.  There is a display of participants in the Maths 
corridor!

Dylan Will-Sutton (Year 10)

My main interest is the Sea Cadets because it’s fun and 
interactive and you get the opportunities to learn new skills 
and qualifications based around the Royal Navy.

I attend sea cadets twice a week where we learn various 
skills based around navy life, such as self-discipline, team 
building, navigational skills, nautical knowledge, knot tying 
and everything you could imagine to do with boats and 
sailing.  Some weekends I put myself forward for courses 
and events that will earn me a different qualification such 
as Health and Safety at Work, First Aid, Engineering Class 3, 
Power Boating.
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My approach is to try everything, putting my name forward 
for all of the opportunities available to me, learning as 
much as I can.  I have managed to get a work experience 
placement with the Navy in Plymouth.  You must be very 
resilient and have lots of determination and perserverance.  

The most important thing about Park School for me is that 
the teachers make learning fun and accessible for all.  

Daniel Sutton (Year 11)

I love baking cakes!   It all began when I started going to 
Cooking Club at primary school.  Now I like to bake every 
week, anything from a scone to a cake.  I have been quite 
adventurous and have baked VW camper van cakes, cakes 
in the form of a National Express coach, an X-Box, a Rocky 
Balboa Wrestling Ring, a polo shirt, swing shovel cake, giant 
cupcakes and various anniversary, birthday and cupcakes.  

You need to follow the instructions carefully and use good 
quality ingredients!  

School gave me opportunity to enter a cookery 
competition and at Easter I shall be able to spend more 
time with my family and bake even more!

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Mr Hargrave – Modern Foreign 
Languages Teacher

Believe it or not, Mr Ley is not my Grandad!  I was 
born 160 miles away in Portsmouth and spent most 
of my life in Weymouth.  Weymouth is a small town 

on the south coast.  If you saw any of the Olympic 
sailing, Weymouth is where it happened.  I took my 
GCSEs at one school and my A-levels at another.  I 
now work with a teacher who taught me when I was 
14-15 although you will never guess who it is...! After 
securing some reasonably impressive GCSEs and 
A-levels, I went on to study English and German at 
the University of Exeter.  My first English lecture was 
on the “The Critical Theory of Liberal Humanism”.  If 
you know what that means, please enlighten me!  
Deciding that a change of direction was drastically 
needed, I changed my degree to Spanish and German.  
My life took a very different turn at that point as 
language degrees require a year abroad…  

My year abroad was spent in Bolivia.  A mountain-
encircled city called Cochabamba sits 2500 
metres above sea level in the centre of Bolivia.  In 
Cochabamba, I worked with children aged 5-25 who 
had lived on the street and had suffered, or witnessed 
domestic violence.  Others were abandoned at birth 
or their parents simply could not afford to keep them.  
Most have no idea who their parents are, or when their 
birthday is.  The home aims to give them food, shelter, 
help with education, skills and a family.  The year also 
involved a variety of other crazy things.  A couple of 
memories include a trip to la selva (the jungle) and 
an incredible visit to the Amazon, and the Iguazu 
Falls.  I met the Uros people who live on islands made 
of reeds in the middle of Lake Titicaca in Peru.  Other 
experiences include making banoffee pie for the 50 
children in the home, visiting a favela in Rio de Janeiro 
and helping prepare Christmas dinner with murderers, 
drug-smugglers and gang-leaders in Cochabamba’s 
high security prison!

Carrying on the South American theme, Easter is 
celebrated in very different way in South America.  
Over there, if you are católico (catholic) you celebrate 
on the Friday as the emphasis is placed on forgiveness 
and laying down your life for others.  If you are 
evangélico or pentecostal (protestant) then the 
celebration happens on the Sunday and centres on the 
resurrection, new life and hope.  As a Christian, I would 
say Easter is about all of those and the chocolate is 
nice bonus.    

My Life in 10 Questions:
Favourite past times/hobbies:  anyone who has been 
taught by me will know that piano playing and football are 
my two main past times.  I have also been known to pick up 
a badminton or tennis racket.    

Favourite book: as a child I would say either “The Silver 
Sword” by Ian Serrailier or Phillip Pullman’s Dark Materials 
trilogy.  As an adult: John Grisham’s “Runaway Jury”, 
“Curtain” by Agatha Christie, and “The Kite Runner” by 
Khaled Hosseini.  Favourite Music: depends on what is 
currently sitting on the piano.    

Favourite Film: I wonder if I can get away with a top five????  
Here goes:  The Shawshank Redemption, Cool Runnings, 
Regarding Henry, Remember the Titans and Patch Adams.

Childhood Hero:  Paul Scholes.

Three famous people alive or dead you would like to 
meet:  Jesus, Sir Alex Ferguson and Robin Williams (the 
actor).Your best teacher and why: I would have to say Mrs 
Fecher.  She was my A-level German teacher.  Although I 
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only had her for two years, she always made time to help 
her students understand everything, always believed you 
could do more than you felt you were capable of (and then 
proved that she was right all along).  She also seemed to 
balance being a great teacher and being a great tutor.

Your biggest regret: not getting around to doing “the leap” 
at Bude – year 10 will know what I mean…  

Your proudest achievement to date:  I have the most 
amazing tutor group and they’ve achieved some pretty 
incredible things over the past few years.  I’m proud of 
them.    

Most important thing you have ever learned: “Everything 
seems impossible until it’s done” (Nelson Mandela).

Friends of Park
The January quiz – A big thank you to all the parents and 
friends, who helped make this event a great success and 
£345 was raised. A particular thank you to Nicola and 
Graham Cockell for devising and delivering the challenging 
questions!

The Friends of Park were able to support the Ten Tors team 
this term, by providing new tents for their training. We wish 
them lots of luck for their big event in May.

We were also able to raise over £200 in supporting the 
Grease production, by helping provide refreshments for the 
audience. 

Recently we have welcomed some new parents to the 
Friends of Park, which is great news, however we are always 
looking for extra help. If you would like to offer help and 
support in any way the ‘Friends of Park’ would love to 
hear from you. There are many ways in which you can get 

involved. We support the school by providing refreshments 
at parents’ evenings, concerts and other school events, 
holding fundraising activities and generally supporting 
pupils, teachers and areas of the curriculum. Meetings are 
informal and friendly and held once a term. 

Contact the secretary – Sarah Adams  -  adams233@
btinternet.com

What are we all about?
These meetings replace the School Gate!

•	 Open Forum where you can ask anything
•	 Opportunity to attend up to six sessions focusing on 

all aspects of school life
•	 VLE – Virtual Learning Environment
•	 Internet Safety
•	 Drugs’ Awareness

All parents welcome September 2015 - we hold informal 
meetings once each half-term.  

For more information contact: parent@theparkschool.org.
uk.

Lisa Beasant, Chair 
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