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1.  Welcome to Our New Headteacher!

An exciting and caring 
world of challenge and 
opportunity  
School is all about achieving your very 
best whilst enjoying life, having some 
fun and being happy with friends, 
helping others and playing your part.  
Our approach is to encourage, motivate, 
inspire and support each student to 
achieve his or her very best in all aspects 
of life.  We do this via a very broad range 
of challenge and opportunity, opening 
eyes to new ideas, new interests and 
the high expectations of all that can be 
possible, with imagination and creativity 
combined with a secure understanding 
of just how the modern world is moving 
forward so rapidly.  

In every edition of Park News you will read 
of our students and their lives – all that 
they achieve, their successes, adventures 
and how they help others.  

Welcome to Our 
New Headteacher!
It is with great pride that I write this short 
article as Headteacher designate of The 
Park Community School.  I am currently a 
Headteacher of a large secondary school 
in Cumbria and so my move to North 
Devon will present my family and I with 
a new adventure. We look forward to the 
opportunity to learn and make a positive 
difference to the community and the lives 
of those at The Park Community School.
(cont’d)



I visited The Park School prior to applying for the role 
of Headteacher and I was taken aback by the positive 
atmosphere within the school.  Everyone I met was polite, 
considerate and demonstrated a high level of respect. 
Members of staff had a shared commitment to improve the 
opportunities for everyone that chose to attend the school.  
It is difficult to put into words the ethos of the school but I 
left knowing that I would apply for the opportunity to lead 	
this school.

Skip forward a few weeks and I was invited to interview.  
Again I was struck by the professional, purposeful and 
caring atmosphere within the school.  Students and staff 
alike were courteous and all spoke of their dedication 
and commitment to the school.  The governors were clear 
about what they wanted for the new Headteacher.  A 
Headteacher who would build on the work of Mr Atton, 
respectful of the history and traditions of the school.  
Someone who was committed to supporting all members 
of the school to achieve to the best of their abilities.  After 
a rigorous process I was delighted to be appointed to the 
role.

In August I will say goodbye to my current school, leaving 
behind many friends and colleagues, I will also say ‘tara’ 
to the Lake District and relocate with my family to North 
Devon.  Whilst this is a huge move both personally and 
professionally, I know I am joining a wonderful school and 
look forward to leading The Park for the foreseeable future.

Can I take this opportunity to thank Mr Atton for his 
dedicated service to the students and community of 
Barnstaple and  I wish him well in his retirement. I know Mr 
Atton will continue to be a strong advocate and supporter 
of the school.

I look forward to meeting and working alongside students, 
staff, parents and friends of The Park over the coming 
months as we continue to ensure the very best for all 
members of our community.

Gareth Roscoe

The Key Stage 3 Awards 
2015
On Tuesday 16th June, we were extremely proud to invite 
47 Year 9 students and their families to celebrate their 
successes throughout Key Stage 3 across the different 
subject areas. All were welcomed with refreshments 
provided by Friends of Park and entertainment by the 
excellent pianist, Yoseph Eskandar and the up-close magic 
and illusion skills of Trevor Searle (both in Year 10) - a 
fabulous start to the evening!

Representatives from each department were on hand to 
explain why each student had been successful in each of 
the three award categories: Attainment, Effort and Highly 
Commended. The Awards were presented by Mr Martin 
Penny, Vice-Chair of Governors to great applause from 
the audience. The enjoyment of the evening and pride 
beaming from the families as the evening closed were 
clearly evident from all. 

A special ‘thank-you’ must go to Mr Hall and Mrs Heale for 
all of their hard work in organising the event.

2. Student Achievement & Success
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Governors’ Tea
On a warm June afternoon, parents joined us for tea and 
cake at this term’s Governors’ Tea.  Mike Canham, Chair of 
Governors and Martin Penny, his Vice Chair, presented the 
certificates and badges announced by each Head of House.  
We learned something of each student’s favourite subjects, 
their teachers and what they liked best about the school!  
All was hosted by Mrs Robins in her usual inimitable style!

Kingsley House

750 Merits
Katie Dewberry, Elizabeth James, Ella Jones and Patrick 
Jump (all in Year 10).

500 Merits 
Bethan Roberts, Imogen Roberts and Callum Wilson 

(in Year 10), Rebecca Casinelli, Ben Clarke, Christopher 
Fleming, Mia Hawthorn, Finley Houghton, Daisy Johns, 
Miles Miller, Molly Phillips and Justice Reader (all in Year 
9), Gabriella Camp, Melissa Davies, Joseph Irwin, Joshua 
McKenna, Lucy Rance and Laura Stevens (all in Year 8).  

Chichester House

750 Merits
Rhianna Cohen (Year 8).

500 Merits 
Ellie Courtney, William Pethick, Madison Pounds, Lucy 
Rawlinson, Andrew Serjeant, Zac Surridge, Lucy Webber 
and Samuel Yeowell (all in Year 9), Dylan Barton, Chloe 
Middleton, Nicholas Serjeant and Thomas Winter (all in 
Year 8). 

SUBJECT ATTAINMENT 
AWARD BOY

ATTAINMENT 
AWARD GIRL

EFFORT AWARD 
BOY

EFFORT AWARD 
GIRL

HIGHLY 
COMMENDED

ENGLISH Adam Davies India Dunkley Alex Jeffery Isabel Thorne Samantha Foster

MATHEMATICS Jonas Hackney-
Davies

Shana Hutchings Alex Charters Samantha Foster Shannon Wayborn

SCIENCE Christopher 
Cohen

Grace Wood Jack Rippon Ionia Green Alice Dobbs

HISTORY Jonas Hackney-
Davies

Samantha Foster Jasper Locke Grace Quinn Madison Pounds

GEOGRAPHY Jonas Hackney-
Davies

Zafira Shah Jack Milward Paige Unstead Fletcher Robinson

PHILOSOPHY, 
THEOLOGY AND 
ETHICS

Andrew Serjeant Miriam Eskander George Back Charlotte Payne Jonas Hackney-
Davies

FRENCH Frank James Esther Shaw Alex Charters Alice Dobbs Molly Thomas

SPANISH Jack Rippon Shana Hutchings Luke Mitchell Jasmine Williams Tom Ballinger

DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY

Christopher 
Cohen

Lucy Gibbs Finley Houghton Emily Brooks Bo Burridge

ART Toby Ruhleman Yazmeen Abed Chris Cohen Tori Lawrence Samantha Foster

DRAMA Jack Rippon Shana Hutchings Bailey Murphy Emily Brooks Heather Nichols

MUSIC Finley Houghton Emily Brooks Jack Rippon Shana Hutchings Fletcher Robinson

COMPUTING Alex Charters Lucy Rawlinson Adam Davies Pepper Bray Jonas Hackney-
Davies

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

Carter Ward Erin Silvester Owen Cox Molly Thomas Lewis Turnbull and 
Olivia Sayer

Final Nominations:
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Raleigh House

750 Merits
Daisy Totterdell and Sarah Williams (both in Year 10).

500 Merits 
Dominic Robson (Year 10), Niha Arain, Britney Parkhouse, 
George Paviour-Coward, Fletcher Robinson and Nalani 
Whitely (in Year 9), Elise Muzard Clarke, Matthew Webber 
and Lucy Wells (in Year 8).  

Fortescue House

750 Merits
Yoseph Eskandar, Sophie-Mae Silvester, Joshua Stanhope 
and Jack Tanner (all in Year 10).

500 Merits
Adon James and Holly Wheeler (both in Year 10), Matthew 
Rowles (Year 9), Alex Walker (Year 8), Adam Drew and Tom 
Turner (both in Year 7). 

Drake House

1,000 Merits
Liam Bailey and Emily Baker (both in Year 10).

750 + 500 Merits
Ben Cattermole, Holly Coles, Fahmina Shah and Joseph 
Thorne (all in Year 9).

750 Merits
Robert Braunton, Lucy Wells and Jasmine Husband (Year 
10), Billie-Jo Ford, Ionia Green and Erin Silvester (Year 9). 

500 Merits
Jacob Allchorn, Dylan Bradford, Adam Durie, Daisy Eaton 
and Hannah Webster (Year 9), Molly Davies, Eden Duke, 
Kirsten-Louise Humm, Natalie Jennison, Maya Lewis and 
Ellie McLaughlin (all in Year 8) 

The UK Mathematics 
Challenge
On Thursday 30th April, our top performing year 7 and 
8 students in Mathematics took the UKMT Junior Maths 
Challenge.  The Challenge involved answering 25 multiple 
choice questions in one hour and was taken under exam 
conditions. Only the highest achieving students take 
part and of them, the top 40% of students nationally are 
awarded a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3.

Joanne Roper (Year 8) had such a good score (the highest 
in Park School history!) that she was one of 1200 students 
in the country who qualified to participate in the Junior 
Mathematical Olympiad.  This is a 2 hour paper consisting 
of more in-depth mathematical problems that require full 
written solutions.  Good luck to her – and very well done!

Here is a list of Park School students who were awarded 
certificates:

Year 7
Silver
Meaylee Lewis (Best in Year), Chris Cullen, Isaac Stanhope, 
Laura Swales, Alex Winter, Liam Horsman, Josh Brandi, 
Tara Davies

Bronze				  
Emily Hearn, Maddy Roberts, Jessica Woodward, Trinity 
Beauchamp, Floella Kilham, Jessica Matthews, Nathan 
Gulliford, Katherine Swan, Truesanna Cooper, Ciaran 
Overend, Ellie Raymond

Meaylee Lewis



5. Our Head Prefects

Year 8
Gold
Joanne Roper (Best in Year), Ethan Moorfield, Dylan 
Barton, Gabriella Camp

Silver
Molly Davies, Katie Brown, Thomas Burnage, Lucy Wells

Bronze			 
Hadeel Abed, Nicholas Serjeant, Elise Muzard Clark, 
Charlotte Chambers, Rose Farrell, Louis Green, Maya 
Lewis, Rory Parks, Thomas Cockell, Amy Taylor, Benjamin 
Sloman, Josh Sutton, Edwin Bacon-Davie, Samantha 
Phillips, Oliver Streete

The School Head Prefects 
2015/16
Following a detailed selection process, including a written 
application and interview, our congratulations to:

Head Girl: 	 Kate Boorman

Deputy Head Girl: 	 Alison Bell

Head Boy: 	 Callum Choules

Deputy Head Boy: 	 Tahmid Chowdhury

		

Sarah Newby-Gonzalez (Year 7)
My main interests are Art and Textiles.  These two activities 
require a creative mind which I believe I have!  I have always 
loved Art since starting at primary school, however, like 
most other primary schools, we did not do much of it.  Once 
the transition to secondary school took place (where we 
now do more of it and on a regular basis) I have flourished.  

In addition, moving to Park led me to the discovery of 
Textiles.  Firstly, I started at the Textiles Club, which I really 
enjoyed as not only do you learn new techniques that are 
sometimes not taught in the classroom, but you also have 
the opportunity to spend time with people who have the 
same interests, making a product which you can later take 
home.  After joining the club, for my birthday, I got a sewing 
machine and  I was over-the-moon as I could then carry on 
my new hobby at home.

My favourite academic subject is English.  Like Art, I have 
loved this from a very early age.  The reason for this is that 
there is no right or wrong answer and your work is unique 
from anyone else’s in the class, which means you are given 
a grade based upon your creativity.  One of my biggest 
achievements in English is achieving a Level 6 in SATS and 
maintaining that high standard all through this year, which I 
was – and still am – very proud of. 

Out of school, the main things I love to do are spend time 
with my friends and family and play with my dog Monty.  
Monty is really playful and loves to go for walks.  His 
favourite places are Instow Beach and Arlington Court, both 
these places have water which he (and I) love on hot days!

As I come from a Spanish background, every year during 
the Summer holiday I go to Palma for six weeks.  Whilst in 
Palma, I spend more than half of the time in the sea and 
the rest either eating ice cream or going shopping in the 
amazing night-life.  I really enjoy my time there as, not only 
am I with my whole family (except my dog..), but the lovely 
shining sun also gives you a nice tan and you get to go 
swimming in the Mediterranean Sea every day.  I also like 
to snorkel, sail and look for sea creatures with my cousins.  
Once I even got an octopus stuck to my foot!

Finally, I would like to mention that the best things about 
Park School are the amazing opportunities you get and 
the different and interesting people you meet. If I have 
learnt one thing from being at Park it’s that no matter what 
situation you are in, learn always to see the positive side of 
things.  Each experience makes you stronger!

Joanne Roper



6. We Enjoy Sport!

Georgia Adams (Year 9)
I do many sports, including swimming, Surf Life Saving 
and horse-riding, but, at the moment, most of my time and 
commitment is towards netball. 

I started playing high five netball at primary school and 
I really enjoyed it.  I then joined Carol Anne Netball Club.  
I train once a week on a Tuesday and play matches on 
Sundays.  I also volunteer before my training sessions to do 
some coaching and umpiring the younger age groups.  I 
also umpire their league matches when I don’t have one of 
my own! 

My biggest achievement was being able to carry the 
flag for the Trinidad and Tabago netball team when they 
played against England in an international match at Bath 
University.  It was amazing!

My approach is always to take every opportunity that 
comes your way because if you don’t, you will regret it.  
Train hard at each session because you never know what 
may come out of your time and effort.

The best thing about Park School is being with your friends 
whilst studying a wide range of subjects.  Also, the PE 
department as they are very supportive in everything that 
you do. 

The House System makes all of this a very positive 
environment to be a part of. 

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Mrs Rogers

I was born and raised in Barnstaple and went to Sticklepath 
Primary School and then on to The Park Community School.  
It was at Primary School that I first discovered my love of 
sport and this continued when I started at Park.  I really 
enjoyed all aspects of school but PE was my favourite 
subject by far.  

I was in the school teams for Netball, Hockey, Rounders, 
Tennis, Cross country (when they were desperate!) 
Swimming, Athletics and anything else that was on offer 
throughout my five years at Park.  I was the girls’ sports 
captain for Fortescue House and was awarded the Girls 
Physical Education prize at the end of year 11. I quickly 
realised that I wanted to be a PE teacher and worked 
hard to make sure I got my GCSE’s so that I could go on to 
college.

Outside school I enjoyed participating in as many different 
sports as I could.  I spent my summer months on the beach 
as I was a member of Saunton Sands Surf Life Saving Club 
and my claim to fame is meeting Princess Diana when she 
officially opened our clubhouse. I also played tennis and 
regularly went golfing with my dad.    

I went on to the North Devon College, where I studied 
A-Level History, French and Sport Studies. At college I 
continued to play netball and went on to captain the Devon 
U19 team. Along with my ND college netball team mates I 
also represented the South West at the National Colleges’ 
Netball Finals, which was a great experience.

After gaining my A-levels I went to the University College of 
St Mark and St John in Plymouth, where I studied a BEd in 
Physical Education and History. It actually took me five years 
to graduate as in my first year I had a serious knee injury.  I 
ruptured my cruciate ligament and had to leave university 
for a year to have an operation. At the time I was mortified, 
but things worked out because, as soon as I graduated, a 
job came up at Park and I was very fortunate to become a 
member of the PE department. 

Since starting at Park I have got married and now have two 
children. I still love to participate in sport when I can but 
have a little less time to do so!

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Hobbies:  Netball, Tennis, Swimming and 

spending time with my husband and children.

Favourite book:  I am ashamed to admit that I have fallen 
out of the habit of regularly reading a book. As a child I 
loved any book by Roald Dahl and I am looking forward 
to reading them with my children.

Favourite music:  Anything catchy that I can sing along to 
but my favourite song of all time is Candy Staton ’You 
Got The Love’.

Favourite film:  The Shawshank Redemption

Childhood hero:  When I was younger I was really in to 
swimming and I used to enjoy watching Sharon Davis. 
She came to our primary school and we got to meet her 
which for me which was very exciting.

Three famous people I would like to meet:   The Queen, 
Stefi Graff and Florence Nightingale as she is a direct 
descendent of my husband and therefore related to my 
children!



7. The Best Days of Your Life!

Your best teacher:  Mrs Hevingham! She first taught me at 
Sticklepath Primary School for an after school netball 
club.  She was then my PE teacher throughout my time 
at Park. She always made lessons fun and I thought she 
had the best job ever, which inspired me to become a PE 
teacher.   

Your biggest regret:  I don’t really have any regrets as I 
think everything happens for a reason.

Proudest achievement:  I would have to say my daughter 
and my son.

The most important thing you have ever learned:  To try 
to always treat people how you would like to be treated.

School is too Good to Miss!
Celebrations were held for five students on their leaving day 
who have not had a single day of absence in their five years 
at the School.

Grace Rogers
“I was thrilled and delighted to receive this 
unexpected award. It means a great deal that my 
attendance has been recognised in this way. My 
thanks also go to staff that have supported and 
encouraged me. I have really enjoyed my time at 
The Park School, the 5 years seem to have gone by 
really quickly and I have learnt a lot, made great 
friendships, and grown in confidence, in particular 
through taking part in school productions and 
holding the post of Head Girl of Drake House. The 
memories I have made will stay with me forever.” 

Daniel Sutton
“I’ve been at Park School for the past five years. I am 
very proud to say I have an outstanding attendance. 
Some days I felt under the weather but still came in. 
I’ve walk to school in all weathers. I have met lovely 
teachers and have made many friends. My favourite 
subject is food technology as I enjoy cooking. I have 
been lucky to enter the future Chef competition. 
Park school as a whole has given me so many 
opportunities from trips to taster days at Petroc.”

Dean Bennett
“I’m very proud and lucky to be one of the few people 

to have outstanding attendance throughout my 
five years at The Park School. In my opinion this 
has helped a lot over the five years, I learn all of the 
subject content from the teachers there’s no catching 
up or missing content. Understandably there are 
some days where it’s hard to make it to school, I’ve 
had a few myself but I think it’s important to push 
past it (if possible) and ensure you are present as 
much as possible. I have always thought that the 
way I will succeed is with good attendance and hard 
work.”

Millie Knight
“I’ve been able to achieve 100% attendance because 
luckily if ever I am ill, it will only be a little thing so I 
can come into school. There have been some days I 
haven’t felt my best and would rather stay at home 
but I have managed to come in and will normally feel 
better once I have got to school.” 

Samuel Tomlin
“I am happy to have completed my 5 years at Park 
without a day off; with the support from my family to 
help me achieve this. I am hoping this achievement 
could open up new opportunities in the next steps of 
education and future career paths.“

In congratulating them, Headteacher David Atton 
confirmed; 

“We can all agree that it is quite an achievement to 
go through five years of secondary education with 
no absence, these five students have enjoyed good 
health and have a real determination to succeed in 
life.  We all wish them well for future success.”

Uncover Education
As part of the Careers provision here in school, since 
October a group of Year 10 students have been working 
with Academic Mentors from Exeter University. Their last 
session was a visit to the University itself, where they were 
given a tour of the campus as well as their final lesson 
looking at H.E. qualifications and entry requirements. The 
students appear to have enjoyed the sessions and have 
found out a great deal about University life to help them 
make their choices in the future.

In the ICT Lab



8. University Life

A few quotes!
‘…I really enjoyed the whole experience as it gave 
me an insight into what University was like. It has 
also made me more determined to want to go when I 
leave College as there are so many different degrees 
that you can study…. (Alison)

‘…Exeter University was amazing, so were the 
Mentors John and Egle…..’ (Emily)

‘…After having attended the sessions, I feel more 
confident about what course to do and what Higher 
Education is like. I also learnt what the different 
levels mean and how much work Higher Education 
entails. The visit to Exeter University, in my opinion, 
enhanced the knowledge we had gained and also 
gave us a chance to see the scale of University. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the visit and feel that it is a fun 
and interesting end to the sessions….’ (Hannah)

‘….I found the sessions very good and interesting. It 
was good to learn new things and it really changed 
my opinion on going to University and what it is 
like…..’ (Laura)

Thank you for being such a pleasant group to work 
with……… and Jack for the chocolate cake! Mrs Edmonds

Year 10 Taster Day
Year 10 students had the opportunity to attend a taster 
Day at Petroc on 16th June, where they could choose to 
participate in a course of their choice for the day.

‘It is an ideal opportunity for students to find out 
as much information as they can, in a different 
environment, about the course on offer, to help 
them make decisions about what they would like to 
study in the future.  Hopefully they now feel better 
informed about what they would like to do when they 
leave school next year. Thank you to the Staff who 
also attended on the day as well’.  Mrs Edmonds

        

Future Scholars
Five Year 9 students have been nominated and selected to 
participate in the Future Scholars Programme 2015 where 
they had the opportunity to visit  Exeter University (Penryn 
Campus) on 2nd July. The students are Grace Wood, Shana 
Hutchings, Luke Mitchell, Jack Rippon and Alice Dobbs. 

 

Our group at the university

From L to R  Alice Dobbs, Grace Wood, Shana Hutchings and Jack Rippon



9. Enterprise and the Arts

Year 8 Career Enterprise 
Day
This project gave 45 Year 8 students the opportunity 
to work with two other schools (South Molton and 
Chulmleigh) in teams of five, on an activity where they had 
to design and plan a new sustainable village for Mid Devon, 
assuming roles such as Director of Construction, Finance 
Manager, Environmental Manager, Employment Manager 
and Community Manager. The day included activities and 
information relating to how business works as well as 
looking at career information and the students worked with 
employers on a range of activities looking at how to work in 
a team, improving communication skills and building self-
confidence. 

Emily Brooks (Year 9)
My favourite subjects are Maths, Art and Drama, which I 
am going to take for GCSE.  However I enjoy a lot of the 
subjects we do at Park and it was hard to choose which 
options I could take!

I recently took part in a series of six workshops at the 
Exeter Mathematics College, where I learnt lots of new 
and interesting skills.  I’m not sure what I want to do in the 
future but I would love a career involving Maths and I don’t 
mean one that just uses the ‘basics’. 

I go to dance lessons twice a week and I also have violin 
and piano lessons.  Last term I achieved a distinction in 
my Grade 5 violin and I passed by Grade 6 piano.  I am also 
going to be in ‘Phantom of the Opera’ in September and in a 
dance show in October. 

I really enjoy joining in with school concerts.  ‘Grease’ was 
amazing and everyone did so well and it would be great to 
do another musical in the future!  It’s really good that all the 
teachers and the students are so supportive of each other 
and, if I’m honest, it makes the school a great place to be!

George Pocock (Year 8)
George’s particular interest is Theatre and Performing Arts.  
He is a very talented young actor.  

He began at 3 years old in a play at Primary School and 
loved it.  He attended several one-off community theatre 
workshops and performed at St. Anne’s.  Aged 9 he joined 

‘Platformz’ Theatre Group.  This began to be much more 
about singing and dancing so George stopped enjoying it 
as much.  He then joined The Plough Youth Theatre Group 
where he has been ever since.

The highlight of his career so far has been performing at 
Plymouth Theatre Royal in ‘The Boy Preference’, a new play 
by Eleanor Cook in which he took the lead role. It was a real 
theatre production performed to the paying public and the 
play had good reviews.

George regards the key to his success as “being myself, 
taking direction, not arguing and enjoying what I do – I love 
it!”.

At Park School he loves the Drama department and has 
been in school productions and will continue to do so over 
the years ahead. 

Multiple Successes...
In their Associated Board Music Exams:-
Emily Brooks (Year 9) – Grade 6 Piano:  Pass and Grade 5 
Violin: Distinction.
Floella Kilham (Year 7) – Grade 1 Saxophone: Distinction.
Carla Keast (Year 7) – Grade 1 Saxophone:  Merit.
Alice Gammons (Year 8) – Grade 2 Piano:  Pass.
Naliah Ruhleman (Year 8) – Grade 3 Flute: Distinction.
Maya Lewis (Year 8) – Grade 3 Flute: Merit. 
Ellie McLaughlin (Year 8) – Flute:  Pass. 
Ben Hyde (Year 10) – Grade 1 Piano: Merit. 
Kate Boorman (Year 10) – Grade 2 Piano:  Merit. 
Christopher Fleming (Year 9) – Grade 5 Piano, Grade 4 
Trumpet.

Christopher Cohen (Year 9) has passed his Trinity College 
London Grade 3 Drums with Merit.

In their London College of Music Exams:-
Freya Mugford (Year 10) – Grade 4: Distinction.
Alfie Stone (Year 10) – Grade 6: Distinction.

Ben Clarke (Year 9) won the Captain’s Day Junior Gold 
Tournament at Portmore Golf Club. 



10. Challenge and Achievement

Ten Tors Adventurers
Congratulations to our Ten Tors Adventurers!  Our 35-
mile Ten Tors Team finished at 12:39 on 10th May, after a 
fantastic effort to finish as a complete team.  This was an 
amazing result as throughout the training they had never 
walked this quickly!  We believe this is the schools earliest 
finishing complete team in the time that we can recall since 
2001.  The team members were Year 10 students:  Sarah 
Williams, Nicola Dunkin, Cyra Braunton, Heather Warner, 
Lily Dunkley and Louis Perron.  The weather over the event 
weekend was quite changeable, gusting wind, rain, clouds 
and some sun too - almost the same weather as they had 
experienced over their training weekends.  Some people 
would say the usual Dartmoor weather!

Congratulations also to our reserve Poppy Slattery (Year 
10) as she joined up with the Chulmleigh Team and arrived 
back successfully before the 5:00pm deadline.

Emily Baker and Jack Tighe (both in Year 10), with Ben 
Clarke (Year 9), also took part with Taw Explorer Scouts. 

A wonderful and very worthwhile experience and 
achievement for them all.

A huge congratulations and well done from all the training 
staff – Mr Ratcliffe, Miss Wadham, Mr Hughes and, for her 
first year, Miss Clarke. 

Please note Ten Tors 2016 will be launched to Year 10 in 
September.  Look out for notices on the bulletin. 

North Devon Schools 
Swimming Gala
Anna Mansford, Morgan Powe Will Figes, Zac Adams 	
(Year 7).

Elise Muzzard Clarke, Lydia Surridge, Tyler Weatherley, 
Will Fletcher (Year 8).

Grace Wood, Paige Unstead, Olivia Sayer, Flo Moore, Billie-
Jo Ford, Jacob Butterworth, Georgia Adams (Year 9).

Bryn Hill (Year 10).

The results were as follows:  
Junior Girls (Years 7 & 8) - 2nd	 Junior Boys - 1st

Inter Girls (Years 9 & 10) - 3rd	 Inter Boys - 2nd 	

Overall Position - 1st !

Well done to them all!

Devon Schools Athletics 
Championships
Congratulations to our competitors in the Devon Schools 
Athletics Championships held in June.  

The results were:
Inter Girls Triple Jump:	 Phoebe Oreshko - 4th

Inter Boys Hammer:	 Finlay Dart - 1st

Inter Girls Javelin:	 Maia Dart - 2nd

Junior Girls 100m:	 Samantha Phillips - 2nd

Junior Girls 800m:	 Erin Sylvester - 4th

Junior Boys Discus:	 Jacob Allchorn - 3rd

Junior Boys 1500m:	 Hamish James - 4th

Junior Boys Shot Putt:	 Owen Cox - 6th 

Junior Boys Long Jump:	 Carter Ward - 1st!!!!

Well done!

Helping Others
Four members of Miss Dufresne’s Year 10, Daisy Totterdell, 
Sarah Williams, Rosie Copp and Poppy Slattery are taking 
part in the Race For Life with Miss Dufresne and Teaching 
Assistant Miss Glass to raise money for Cancer Research UK.

Red Nose Day  -  £650 was sent as half the proceeds of a non 
uniform day.  The £640 that was also collected that day will 
be going out with Mr Ratcliffe and some pupils to Uganda 
to purchase tools.

Fortescue House held their ‘Charity Challenge’ and sent the 
following amounts;  Macmillan Cancer Care £51.92 (MJ), 
Make a Wish Foundation £65.00 (HU), NSPCC £223.59 (KV), 
Medecins Sans Frontieres UK £20.50(JM), North Devon 
Hospice  £40.96 (GA), Tearfund – Vanatu Disaster Appeal 
£35.50 (PR), CLIC £25.76 (JT), Cystic Fibrosis £33.57 (EG) And 
Winged Dreams (£38.35).
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Kingsley House  - £50.47 to the Dogs Trust.

Raleigh/Kingsley raised £225.64 for the Disaster 
Emergencies Committee – Nepal.  Tutor Group NY/R £94.98, 
PH/K £111.40 and MS/K £19.26.

Friends of Park
This term has seen the Friends of Park organise an inaugural 
car boot sale – thank you to everybody that helped to 
run and support this event, especially to Juliet Squire.  
Hopefully this event will fill a regular space in the school’s 
fund raising calendar.  Our focus for current fundraising is 
to help the school provide outdoor covered areas for the 
staff and students to use throughout the year for both 
recreational time and outside lessons in the Year 7 quad. 

If as an existing parent or new parent joining the school in 
September you would like to help, we would love to hear 
from you.  We support the school by providing refreshments 
at school events, organising fundraising activities and 
supporting school wherever needed.  Meetings are held 
once  a term and are informal.  If you would like to help or 
find out more, contact the school office or Sarah Adams, 
Secretary (adams233@btinternet.com). 

Shelterbox – Helping the 
World
Mr Klingenstein and year 7 welcomed Rotarians Jerome 
Lyons and Gordon Tamlyn to share with them how the 
Rotary Shelterbox Organisation provides immediate help 
for those caught in natural disasters around the world, most 
recently in Nepal following the terrible earthquake.  Each 
box costs around £600 and you can track its journey around 
the world on your computer to see exactly where your 
money is helping others!  

Thank you for your help and support!

The Co-operative Trust 
Event
Our thanks to Kate Boorman, Trevor Searle, Harvey 
Andrew and Callum Wilson (all in Year 10) with Chloe 
Soper, Michelle Kingdom, Harriet Slate, Molly Davies 

and Brendan Chadwick (all in Year 8) who represented the 
school well on 24th March at the Devon Co-operative Trust 
Schools’ Student Voice Conference at the Ashbury Hotel, 
Okehampton.  They enjoyed the day along with students 
from many other schools drawn from Devon, Cornwall and 
Plymouth and each was an outstanding ambassador for the 
school and took a full part in the day’s activities.  

Sunnyside Farm in 
Parracombe
On 18th May Learning Mentors Nick Howells and Kim Scott 
accompanied Jake Blight (Year 9), Chloe Middleton (Year 
8), Danielle Vickery, Rhys Roberts, Laura Stevens, Harry 
Flint, Chloe Sharpe, Mya Sowden, Tom Cannon and Kylie 
Hooper (all in Year 7) to Sunnyside Farm in Parracombe.  The 
students had the opportunity of carrying out many tasks 
around the farm with a wide range of animals, including 
some naughty kid goats who invaded the minibus when 
it was time to leave!  As part of the day the students also 
visited a Motte and Bailey Castle sited on an adjoining farm.  
Everyone had a great day, learnt new skills and thoroughly 
enjoyed their time in the outdoor classroom.  

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Mr Williams
Well I guess I’ll start by saying … ‘Hello!’

I’m Jon Williams and I currently lead the computing 
department and have done for 12 years.

I grew up in Keynsham, a small village in between Bristol 
and Bath, with my Parents, younger brother and sister. Both 
my Mum and Dad were teachers. Mum taught in primary 
education until I was born, not that I was a handful you 
understand!  Dad was a well respected deputy head at a 
large secondary school and my unsung hero! 

I attended the local secondary school where I studied both 
my GCSE’s and A’Levels, although I use study in the loosest 
possible sense! Ironically I was never good at studying, 
much to the frustration of my parents and teachers!  But I 
managed to scrape my way through, with encouragement 
and support from Dad.
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Apart from my family, the biggest influence I had whilst 
growing up was my time in the Air Cadets. I joined at the 
age of 13 along with my best buddy Kris, and made some 
of my closest friends there. Our initial interest in joining was 
the fact that we could learn to fly, for FREE!  And fly we did!  

I did most of my flying in Gliders, although have done a 
fair bit of acrobatics in two seater planes. At 16 I was let 
loose on my own which was a total buzz and a freedom 
that I relished! At 18 I was selected to do an advanced 
gliding course at RAF Leuchars, in Scotland.  This was an 
amazing experience, one that still stays with me today.  We 
independently flew fully acrobatic gliders all week and I 
achieved my full pilot’s licence….and then promptly crash 
landed, snapped the glider in two and probably shouldn’t 
have walked away in the whole and unscathed piece that I 
did! Ooopps!

Unbelievably I was later selected to attend an RAF 
leadership course at RAF Hereford, the SAS base.  This was 
another ‘belter’ of a course, 3 hours sleep a night roughing it 
wherever we dropped and completing assault courses and 
initiative exercises  during the remaining hours. The course 
started with 140 participants but only 3 of us graduated!

Although the RAF was my dream career, it wasn’t to be! And 
with some gentle persuasion from my parents I applied to 
university.

University...easy, and off I went to Leeds to study Maths and 
Education. What a fab time I had! I totally loved being away 
from home, studying was slightly more enjoyable and I met 
my wife, Chris. I worked my way through college, there were 
plenty of late nights and inexhaustible fun!

Yorkshire managed to get under my skin and when I 
finished university I decided to stay there and did so for the 
next 5 years, buying my first house in Pudsey.

At this point  I lost a lot of really important people in my 
life.  My Dad and best friend, Kris, both died, unexpectedly, 
within six months of each other. There were several other 
friends and influential colleagues who passed away during 
this time. These bereavements hit me hard!  Harder than I 
imagined or admitted at the time.  In truth I still struggle 
today, but try to live my life for each day that comes my way.

So I started my teaching career, well after a brief tour with 
12 of my uni friends to Slovakia to teach English to Polish 
students.  I know I struggled with that one too.  My first real 
teaching job was in a very small, North Yorkshire school, in 
fact it was the size of one of Park’s year groups!  It was like 
a big family, everybody knew everybody  and you couldn’t 
sneeze without the community knowing about it.  It was 
predominantly a farming community, which dictated one 
of the school training days each year due to 95% of the 
pupils attending the Yorkshire County Show!! Mitching was 
almost impossible for the students as a local farmer would 
inevitably phone the school with exact coordinates of the 
offending pupil and out we would go to retrieve them!  On 
results day I shall never forget arriving and not being able 
to park for the number of tractors that had been driven in  
and parked at school by the students!  If all of that didn’t 
make a lasting memory for me whilst teaching there,  I sat in 
David Coulthard’s F1 car and met Prince Charles, of course 
speaking to him in my poshest accent ‘Your Majesty’! 

One pupil sticks out in my mind from this school.  A young 
lady called Tina who used an electric wheelchair to move 
around school. She was the bubbliest girl I have ever met 
and didn’t let the fact that she was without any limbs 
bother he.  Instead she would have the biggest smile 
permanently adorning her face which got even bigger as I 
jumped on the back of her chair crying charge!!

Whilst at Pateley Bridge I was able to fulfil my love of 
outdoor pursuits and taught Windsurfing, Climbing, Caving 
and Canoeing.

From one extreme to another I moved to a job closer to 
home in Bradford. Although it was an eye opener,  I loved 
the challenges that came with the school and inner city 
community.

And then almost on whim we decided to move closer to 
‘home’, not too close but close enough to visit in a day! I 
applied to Park without even visiting North Devon, going 
on the recommendations of my soon to be in laws! I got the 
job as Maths Teacher and within 7 weeks we sold our house 
and were moving south, leaving our beloved Yorkshire 
behind!  We began life in Devon renting with a lovely 
couple, Agnes and Eric, in their ‘granny flat’ whilst we began 
hunting for that perfect property.  Little did we know it 
would take 18 months! Eventually we found what we were 
looking for and bought our house at Auction….a project!  
And truely it was a project.  We spent the first 6 months 
living in 1 room, covered in dust, chipping cob plaster off 
the walls by candle light, cooking on a camping stove and 
doing the dishes in the bath.  We loved it! 

Over the past 13 years I have moved from the Maths 
department to Computing, got married and now have 2 
beautiful girls who put a smile on our faces every day and 
make the world seem just right!

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: Playing with my children.

Favourite Music: 80’s Cheese, well actually anything that 
puts a smile on your face and makes you want to shake.

Favourite Film: Loads!!!! Action ones mostly, but love a 
good black and white war film. Best film with a message 
‘Pay it Forward’ WOW would the world be better a better 
place, you should watch it.

Childhood Hero: Easy one, MY DAD!!!!!!!!!!!

Famous people (alive or Dead) you would like to meet: 
Would love to speak to my Dad again and Robin Williams 
the Actor, a comedy genius, he once did an interview in 
a Headstand (my kind of bloke).

Your best Teacher and Why: I wasn’t really any good at 
school, average kid that did enough to get the next door 
open, but we got a new Maths Teacher in sixth form 
called Mr Dowling, I started to understand it all then, 
great man!

Biggest regret: Don’t have any, regrets are for losers! Life’s 
for living!

Your Proudest achievement: My girls. 

The most important thing you have ever learned: SMILE! 
life is short, don’t waste a day being miserable you’ll 
never get it back! 
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STOP PRESS! 
Congratulations to Mr Williams!  In June he became a 
Raspberry Pi Certified Educator – one of 24 in the South 
West!  

They also gave him a badge!

Teachers also achieve 
outstanding things too!

Mr Hampton has had an exciting end to the hockey season 
this year.  After only playing a few games for North Devon, 
he trialled for West of England Over 45s in Bristol and was 
selected for the National Tournament in Oxford.  Here 
they were pipped by South, losing 2-0 in the final game.  
However, West defeated North, Wales and Scotland in the 
Final. 

On the back of some strong performances in Oxford, Mr 
Hampton was invited to England over 45 trials in St. Albans 
over the half-term break.  Across the whole day trial he was 
happy with his performances and was selected for the 22 
Man England Squad.  Unfortunately, he did not make the 
cut to the final 18 but is midfield cover in case of injury and 
still has the possibility of making the playing squad for the 
European Masters Tournament in August in London.

Kiara Clarke (Year 8)
I have quite a few interests which include playing the violin, 
baking and cooking and sport, particularly netball.  

I first began playing violin at the end of Year 1 in primary 
school.  At first, it was quite boring, but I kept going and 
now I am working towards my Grade 3.  Another interest of 
mine is baking and cooking, especially bread.  I was so into 
it at one point that I applied for ‘Junior Bake Off’ and got 
into it, however the filming was supposed to be when I was 
in France for a family holiday so I had to drop out.  

I play netball inside (Year 8 Netball Captain) and outside 
(Titans Netball Club) of school.  I train for Titans once a week 
and I play matches on every third Sunday.  Sometimes I also 
have tournaments at various places; the most recent was 
against a travelling team from Teignbridge.  At the moment, 
I am preparing for Satellite Trials. Also, I do Athletics and 
play Rounders for the school.

Alongside getting into Junior Bake Off, my biggest 
achievement is getting a Distinction in Grade 2 Violin and 
getting a sponsorship for the Year 8 Netball Team for £280 
from Brend Hotels.  Also, I have recently achieved 1,000 
Merits. 

My “secrets” of my success is to stay concentrated and 
determined in all that you do.  If you want to do well in 
something, try to enjoy it because you won’t do particularly 
well in something you don’t like doing.

I think that the best thing about Park is that all the teachers 
and staff are so friendly and easy to talk to.  I feel as if I can 
talk to them about anything.  I also like how there is a wide 
range of clubs and subjects you can so at Park.  My favourite 
subject has to be either Art or P.E. because in Art you can be 
reasonably free to develop your work as you wish!

Maths is your Future
In July, eleven of our year 10 students attended a 
conference at The University of Exeter called “Maths is your 
Future.”

The students were:
Deborah Roper, Yoseph Eskandar, Hannah Kinsman, Freya 
Mugford, Jack Tighe, Jasmine Wilson, Grace Farrell,  Daniel 
Gibson, Ben Hyde, Hannah Slade and Joshua Stanhope.

The event aims to provide students with the opportunity 
to engage with mathematics outside  the curriculum and 
stimulate their interest in the subject, while working with 
students from other schools.

During the day students participated in a selection of 
workshops, talks, challenges and activities with titles such 
as “Playing with Probability” and “Magic and Codes.”

Exeter Maths School 
Summer Residential
Two year 10 students Deborah Roper and Joshua 
Stanhope will be following in the footsteps of Tilly Porter 
and Rachael Bellew (both in Year 11) who attended the 
summer residential run by Exeter Mathematics School last 
year. This year’s residential will take place at the University 
of Exeter for 3 days during August. The students will have 
the opportunity to work with like-minded students and 



14. Making it All Add Up!

university academics to be stretched and challenged and 
to discover new and inspiring areas of mathematics. The 
activities will be in the form of fun workshops and hands-on 
sessions, practical challenges, quizzes and competitions, 
presentations and lectures!

Exmoor Zoo – Maths 
Reward Trip

In June, a group of Year 7 and Year 8 students were 
rewarded with a day out to Exmoor Zoo for their fantastic 
effort and behaviour in maths lessons. To be nominated for 
the trip they needed to meet the following criteria:

•	 never missing a homework,
•	 exemplary behaviour and effort,
•	 regularly contributing to lessons, 
•	 and always being equipped for lessons.

The zoo staff provided a private animal handling session for 
our students, who were able to hold several animals, if they 
were brave enough, including spiders and snakes. 

Year 8 Business Links 
Project
Many thanks to the representatives from B&Q and Webbers 
Estate Agents who came into school to launch business 
related projects that our Year 8 students have been working 
on in their Maths lessons.  

Some students also worked on projects provided by Tesco, 
The Body Shop, Brewer, Harding & Rowe Solicitors and the 
Police. 

Maths in New York
We go again in July 2016:  keep saving as it will be another 
trip of a lifetime!

Lauren Braund (Year 7)

Hi, I’m Lauren and my favourite subjects are Art and English.  
As well as enjoying the work, I am getting good results in 
them.  In Art I took part in a workshop for Elephant Day and 
made banners to be displayed in the Museum.  In English 
I have reached my target and I am hoping to make further 
progress this year.  When I reach Year 11, I hope to achieve 
good grades and move on to College, then University.  My 
ambition is to become an Architect or Interior Designer; I 
have wanted to be one of those for quite some time. 

In my spare time I enjoy playing with my dog Freya and 
being out with my friends.  I also do a lot of drawing at 
home.  The things I like best about Park School are that 
we are in Houses and there are House games to compete 
in.  Also, when you first start here you feel welcome and 
it is easy to make friends.  The school makes sure that in 
your tutor and teaching group you are with someone you 
already know. 

Lucy Rance (Year 8)
I enjoy pretty much every subject and I would like to think I 
am achieving well in them, but my particular favourites are 
Art, Music, Drama, History and English. 

I want to take a wide range of subjects at GCSE level to keep 
my choices open.  This is because I am not sure of what I 
want to do as a job. 
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In my spare time I like to watch TV and bake.  I enjoy singing 
and have been in the School Choir from the start of Year 
7 and once went to sing at the Devon County Show with 
them.  I also take part in Gifted and Talented activities and 
have recently made a banner for Elephant Dog in an Art 
Workshop after school. 

At Park School I enjoy the sense of community and the 
many school trips I have been on.  I look forward to my 
future trips this term; activity days, Exmoor Zoo, SS Great 
Britain and the France residential.  

Life In English
The theatre trips to Plymouth Theatre Royal to see ‘The Boy 
in the Striped Pyjamas’ and ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’  were  
both successful, with both productions receiving praise 
from both students and teachers alike.

The English Department’s annual trip to The Globe theatre 
to watch a production by the RSC took place in May. This 
year, Year 10 saw ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Students came back 
with interesting comments on the interpretation of Lord 
Capulet: the focus of one of our English Literature essays.

The Carnegie Shadowing group were extremely pleased to 
be allocated their favourite read: the novel ‘Tinder’ . They 
are currently completing their presentations, which will be 
presented at Bideford College on the 18th June. There is 
much excitement at the prospect of meeting Ellie Sparkes, 
author of the popular Shape Shifter series.

The English Department at Park are always keen to make 
lessons as active as possible. So with this in mind, 7K turned 
their holiday brochure topic into an exciting event. Students 
and teachers were invited to attend the event as potential 
customers for exciting holiday destinations such as The 

Amazon, Canada and Florida. Not only were the customers 
sweet-talked into voting for their favourite holiday pitch, 
but they were greeted with an array of sweet treats 
including home-made cakes.  The winners were: Kate Swan, 
Charlie Veale, Kirsty Kingdom and Liam Horsman.

All in all, 7K’s Holiday Fayre was considered to be a great 
success!

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Miss Prunier  

I was born in Bristol and lived in Clevedon until I was 4 years 
old. Then my dad joined  the RAF and I spent my school life 
moving every 2 years. I have been to 8 different primary and 
secondary schools! We lived in South Wales, Shropshire and 
London and then Dad was posted out to Germany when 
I was 13. We were stationed on an American and NATO air 
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base so our schooling options were either the American 
school, boarding school or German school. We ended up 
going to the local German school speaking not a word of 
German (we had learnt French at school in England)!  The 
first day was the most daunting day of my life. I went to 
school there for 3 years until the age of 16, so I don’t have 
GCSEs –I have the ‘Deutsche Mittlere Reife’. When we came 
back from Germany Dad was posted to Suffolk and I did my 
A levels in Biology, Chemistry and Maths at Thurston Upper 
School.

The summer after my A levels, I went on a World Challenge 
expedition with 20 pupils from my school to Mexico. We 
spent a month in the country, trekking in the cloud forest, 
climbing volcanos, doing a community project at an 
orphanage and exploring the amazing ruins and ancient 
temples of the Mayans.

Between school and university, I did a gap year in Canada. 
I worked at a girls’ private school in Vancouver, which was 
an amazing experience. My main job every couple of weeks 
was taking groups out on outdoor education trips such 
as canoeing on the Fraser river and wild camping in the 
outback in British Columbia. I had to learn to camp a new 
way to avoid being eaten by bears and cougars! Being so 
close to Whistler and Vancouver’s north shore mountains, 
I often got to go skiing at the weekends during the winter 
which was amazing. At the end of the school year I travelled 
across Canada on the Greyhound bus, making stops at big 
cities on the way – it was a fantastic experience.

Having been so far away from home on my gap year, I 
thought I would go to a university nice and close to home. 
So I took up a place at Edinburgh to study Biology! While I 
was at university I got involved with the hockey club and 
became one of the team captains and then the secretary for 
the club. I was also on the Sports Union Committee, where 
I was involved in the running and administration of all the 
sports clubs in the university.

After uni I wanted to stay in Edinburgh, but I wasn’t sure 
what I wanted to do. I got a job working at the Royal Bank of 
Scotland and I was working on a team paying the bonuses 
to bank staff!

The one thing I said I would never do was become a 
teacher! ALL my family have been teachers – both sets of 
grandparents, my mum and her two siblings and my dad 
and his two siblings. When I told my parents that I had 
applied to do teacher training they told me to withdraw! I 
trained at UWE in Bristol and met my husband on the first 
day of our course! My first teaching job was in Midsomer 
Norton. Then I came to Park and stayed for 3½ years before 
heading off on my next adventure. My husband and I spent 
a season skiing in the French Alps and then went to work 
at Club La Santa – a world class sports resort. We worked 
on the sports team, coaching swimming and running and 
living an amazing life in the sun for 2 years.

We came back to Devon to get married and I had an email 
from the school offering me a job the day before my 
wedding! It was great to come back to Park – I love working 
here.

My Life in 10 Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: Running, swimming, 

knitting, sewing

Favourite Book: Anything by Alexander McCall Smith

Favourite Music: Muse, Keane and my husband’s random 
music mixes

Favourite Film: The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel – “It will 
all be alright in the end, and if it isn’t alright, it isn’t the 
end!”

Childhood Hero: Tom Cruise in Top Gun – I wanted to 
be a fighter pilot for years but my eyesight isn’t good 
enough!

Three famous people (alive or dead) you would like to 
meet: Ranulph Feinnes,  Robert Winston and David 
Attenborough

Best Teacher and Why: Mr Chenery my A level Chemistry 
teacher – he was brilliant! And Dr Scoles my year 7 and 8 
Science teacher. Dr Scoles was absolutely mad, but every 
science lesson was amazing!

Biggest Regret: Not taking up a place at Bart’s Medical 
School, but then if I had I wouldn’t be here!

Proudest Achievement to Date: Crossing the Lanzarote 
marathon finishing line holding my husband’s hand (he 
ran too) in 4hrs 11 mins.

The Most Important Thing You Have Ever Learned: Home 
is not a place, it is the people you are with.

 

The World of Geography!
Year 8 – Croyde Fieldwork
Croyde was the destination at the end of April for our Year 
8 coastal studies visit, with almost all of the Year 8 students 
participating. Students were investigating the natural 
processes that operate at the coast, the landforms that are 
produced, and considering the impact that people can 
have there. Whilst we didn’t have much rain, even the sun 
came out, it was rather bracing in the strong North-Westerly 
wind!!

Measuring pot-holes on the wave cut platform – looking for evidence of 
erosion. Louisa Tighe showing how it should be done!
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Year 8 – G & T trip to Paignton Zoo

42 gifted and talented Geography students had the 
opportunity to visit the zoo and investigate with zoo staff 
some of the issues facing tropical rainforests. The 6 week old 
baby giraffe was a highlight this year.  As ever, the students 
were brilliant – Well done, and thank you to everyone who 
took part!

Crossing the stream is always entertaining!

The whole group working in a stunning setting – even if it was freezing!

Measuring the beach profile. Joanne Roper,  Lucy Wells, Liam Waters, 
Meliisa Davies and Dylan Barton. 

Lucy Palmer holds a jacket made from tiger skin. Items like these are 
confiscated by HM Customs and lent to the zoo for their education 
programme – this one would have taken 2 or 3 tigers to make as only a 
narrow strip of fur has the pattern on it.

Tom Batchelor, Jed Davies and Jordan Choules with a Gorilla skull.

Investigating animal adaptations, Brendon Chadwick  demonstrates how 
to shake your tail feathers like a peacock!

Students had the opportunity to handle some of the display items – this is 
the discarded skin of a 10 metre reticulated python!

Jordan Choules proving he doesn’t have the arm span of an orang-utan!
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Year 8 are also currently participating in our annual 
Environmental Olympiad, a competition that requires 
them to investigate an environmental issue and produce a 
presentation about their findings. The school final is on the 
13th July, and the team that produces the best presentation 
each win a digital camera! Finalists and results will follow in 
the next Park News!

Year 10
On the 6th and 7th May, 85 students took part in a split 
day of fieldwork, with part of the day studying local flood 
defences in Barnstaple and part of the day at Westward 
Ho! doing some initial preparation for their controlled 
assessment in Year 11. In September there will be a full day 
at Westward Ho! collecting data and information to enable 
them to complete this aspect of their assessment.

The World of History 
KS3 Historical Fiction Writing 
Competition
The Judges faced an incredibly difficult decision as the 
standard of entry was very high once more, demonstrating 
just how many talented pupils there are at Park. After a 
very difficult decision, four finalists were identified and the 
winning entry was chosen. The winner was Sarah Newby 
Gonzalez (Year 7) for her story entitled ‘4Th June 1913’. 
This was a fictional eye witness account of Emily Davison’s 
actions at the Derby. Sarah received a £10 Waterstones 
voucher and a note book in which to continue her writing 

career. Her story was also published in the summer edition 
of the school magazine. Highly commended certificates 
and note books went to three further pupils who all also 
produced excellent entries: Aimee Whittaker (Year 7); 
Annaliesa Stobbs  and Ellie McLaughlin (both in Year 8).

Meet The Ancestors

Amber Rendle (Year 7) has an exciting family History. 
Whilst researching her family tree with her father, Amber 
discovered that she is a direct descendent of William the 
Conqueror! Amber has particularly enjoyed the Medieval 
Study she has been doing this year as it has allowed her to 
find out how her 27th great grandfather defeated Harold 
Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings to become King of 
England! We will keep a close eye on Amber as perhaps she 
is destined for greatness!

Chepstow Castle Year 7

100 Year 7 pupils enjoyed a memorable experience touring 
Chepstow Castle with Neil Eddiford a renowned Medieval 

Investigating the complex flood management strategies around 
Barnstaple – this is the outfall of the Coney Gut stream, and the pipes out 
from the Rock Park Pumping Station. 

Taylor Vaughan-Williams  
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expert. Having spent the morning touring the Castle and 
learning about the history of the majestic site they were 
then treated to a demonstration of medieval weaponry.  
The exemplary behaviour of the pupils was commented 
upon by both the staff at the castle and members of the 
public who were visiting on the day. The experience was 
once more immensely popular and will run again for year 7 
in the summer of 2016. 

SS Great Britain Year 8
As part of their industrial Britain study 100 Year 8 pupils 
had the opportunity to visit the SS Great Britain in Bristol. 
The day included an educational workshop carrying out 
a source investigation into the lives of different people 
who travelled on the ship. They also had the opportunity 
to handle a range of artefacts belonging to different 
passengers. This was followed by a tour of the ship and 
museum. 

Grace Farrell (Year 10) 

My interest is Art.  I am fortunate that the talent runs in my 
family!  I particularly enjoy drawing and sketching.  My main 
achievement is having my artwork presented in the Boston 
Tea Party exhibition.

Growing up in Australia, our excursions tended to just 
involve going to the beach.  Here at Park School the Art 
Trips are excellent.  We have been to Broomhill and soon 
will be going to London.  I am particularly looking forward 
to seeing all of the Art Museums and West End Shows. 

I do not know what career I would like to pursue when I’m 
older but I hope it will involve something to do with Art. 

I would like to thank my Art Teacher and Tutor Mrs Phillips 
who has taught me, inspired me and helped me to grow as 
an Artist. 

 

Ellie-Jayne Shellam (Year 8)
My interests include Sport and Fitness, but Sea Cadets is my 
main one as the opportunities are amazing!

I was talking to a friend and she introduced this world to 
me, but I really wanted to do it anyway.  I attend twice a 
week and we have lessons.  I went on a two day Kayaking 
course in Exeter and earned my First Star Kayaking 
Qualification.  I am working towards becoming an Instructor 
and this is why I am taking part in these courses.  

Our Chiefs say that we must never give up and work 
through the pain, learning self-discipline.  We go boating 
when the weather is good and the tide is down.  Every 
month we have a Sports Day when we play football or other 
games.  

Cadets are also taught that respecting others and also 
respecting yourself leads to a happy and successful life. 

The most important thing about Park School is that 
there are a lot of opportunities that make sure you are an 
amazing student when you leave.  The best thing for me is 
the Sports as I am a big fan of Sport and Fitness and I think 
this gives a lot of opportunities for everyone to benefit 
from. 

Hamish James (Year 8)

My particular achievement is running and achieving New 
Personal Best in the 1500 metres. 

I started becoming interested in Athletics in Year 4 and I 
train two nights with the North Devon Athletics Club and 
on my own too.

My biggest achievement to date is being selected to run 
for Devon and competing at Birmingham and in the Bicton 
College Cross Country.

The secret of success is training hard and never giving up!

The best thing about Park School is the P.E. and after school 
clubs!
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Well done to Ellie 
McLaughlin, Maya Lewis, 
Nahliah Ruhleman (all in 
Year 8) and Toby Ruhleman 
(Year 9) for their parts in 
the successful production 
of Les Miserables at the 
Queen’s Theatre.

This is William Figes (Year 7) 
– a huge well done to him 
for gaining a first in his age 
group at Bude Triathalon on 
Saturday 13th June.  One to 
watch out for in the future!

Bringing home Gold for 
Titans!   Kiara Clarke (Year 
8) and Amelia Andrew (Year 
7) were part of the winning 
U-14 Team who played in 
Exeter against clubs from 
across Devon.  The Team 
won all their matches 
within their heat and went 
on to a nail-biting final win 
against West Exe 6-5!

Philosophy, Theology and 
Ethics
This year’s Y7 Philosophy, Theology and Ethics Gifted and 
Talented Workshop was based on an experiential way of 
learning.  The concept was that of a desert island which 
the pupils had crash-landed on with no hope of escape.  
Through building their own community on the island 
students learnt why religions have leaders, rules, rites of 
passage and sacred texts.  The group this year really got 
involved in the exercise, with lots of different and inspired 
ideas and thoughtful work produced.  

“We were chosen to go on a flight to New York; 
however there was a tragic engine failure and the 
pupils crash-landed on an island.  With no chance of 
escape, we prepared to live on it.  We created a tribe 
name, decided on a rite of passage, elected a leader 
and chose our rules. At the end of the activities, 

we realised that we had made a religion.  We were 
all really happy about what we had achieved and 
continue to remember the exciting adventure”.  (Isaac 
Stanhope, Year 7)

“Last Friday I went to a philosophy Gifted and 
Talented afternoon where we experienced many 
new things.  We got on a plane but it crashed on a 
deserted island in the middle of the ocean.  We built a 
community on the island.  Our community was called 
The Survivors and we made a sign to represent it.  We 
made a set of rules and rights for the island, but some 
people didn’t follow them.  Finally, the first baby 
was born and we called her Hope to represent new 
life and survival.  We then wrote letters about what 
happened to put in bottles so people could find us.  
The philosophy workshop was a great experience, full 
of surprises”.  (Poppy Cooper, Year 7)

“We learnt about rules and rights and what 
important rules there should be when building a 
new community.  We learnt about the importance of 
leaders and the qualities they should have.  Then we 
talked about the first newborn baby and named her 
Hope as a symbol of hope and new life.  It was really 
fun and I would do it again in a heartbeat” (Abigail 
Roberts, Year 7)

The Langar
On 20th and 21st May Year 8 students experienced  
the cultural tradition of a Sikh Langar.  The Langar is a 
communal experience where a ‘free meal’ is available to 
anyone who visits a Gurdwara-the Sikh place of worship.  
The practice is associated with the idea of equality and 
providing everyone with food in a communal environment.  
The pupils enjoyed a traditional Indian meal of rice, curry, 
poppadoms, samosas and onion bhajis.  

Students have been studying examples of inequality in our 
world and the key ideas of sharing, volunteering, charity 
and helping others.  In order to try to reduce inequality, this 
Sikh practice provides anyone who wishes to come with a 
free meal and is an invaluable lifeline for many people, as 
well as an opportunity to enjoy a communal experience. 



“The Langar is a communal meal and everybody of 
any religion is welcome.  We had the Langar to learn 
about equality.  Also to learn about acts of sewa.  
Sewa is selfless acts to help others, it is all voluntary.  
We all sat on the floor to show we were all equal and 
we ate vegetarian food.  We did this because then 
everyone was treated the same and eating the same 
food.  I really enjoyed the Langar because there was a 
positive atmosphere.  Also it was a great way to get to 
know each other.  During the Langar we had to cover 
our heads and we took off our shoes to show respect 
to God.  Once the Langar finished we all helped 
to pick up.  I think that the Langar was successful 
because everyone was treated equally, no one was 
better than anybody else”.  (Katie Brown, Year 8)

“The Langar is a communial meal in Gurdwara where 
volunteers in the community provide and cook food 
for the people.  It is a Sikhism meal but everybody 
from all race and culture can enter.  As you enter the 
Gurdwara you have to cover your head with a scarf 
etc. and take off your shoes.  Everybody does this as 
a sign of respect and equality throughout. Everybody 
sits on the floor in rows and waits to be called up to 
collect food.  All the food is vegetarian because it is 
part of the Sikh’s religion.  The kind of food served is 
curry, rice, onion bhajis, nan bread and popadoms.  
When you start eating your food people walk 
around asking if you want a glass of water through 
sewa help.  Sewa help means voluntary help.  When 
everyone has finished, they all help to clean up to 
show that no one is above another and that no one is 
better than another.  In India the Langar is on every 
day, but in England it is only on Sundays.  The Langar 
is free so you could be a billionaire sitting next to 
a homeless person and it wouldn’t matter because 
all are treated the same.  I think the meaning of the 
Langar is all about equality.  No one person is better 
than another.  No one is higher than another.  I think 
this should be carried out all around the world as it 
could make it a better place”.  (Ryan Mugford, Year 8)

“The Langar is a free communal kitchen which is held 
in a Gurdwara.  We had ours in our canteen.  When 
we got to the canteen we had to take our shoes off 
and cover our heads to show respect to the Gods.  As 
we got into the hall the smell of spices overwhelm 
you.  Everyone sat on the floor to show that nobody 
was above you.  We all had a cup of water each and 
there was a sense of friendship around the room.  
When the time came we all lined up and got a similar 
amount of food, things like poppadoms, spicy potato 
cubes, curry, rice, samosas and more lovely food.  
All the food is vegetarian so everyone who comes 
can eat the food at the Langar. The Langar is Indian 
food because Sikhism began in India and the Langar 
would have been served to people every day.  Anyone 
from any religion could go, you don’t even need to 
belong to any religion and you could be a homeless 
person.  The Langar is also about the sewa.  The 
sewa is the act of selflessness around others, so if 
someone’s cup is empty another person would get up 
and fill it up without being asked to.  The point of the 
Langar is to show that everyone is equal, no matter 
what background they are from”.  (Natalie Jennison, 	
Year 8)

Future Events
Meditation and mindfulness sessions for Year 9.
Year 8 will be visiting Exeter Cathedral.

Teachers are Interesting 
People too!
Mr Sloman

I was born in Barnstaple – in a house in Sticklepath to be 
exact. I spent my childhood in Barnstaple where I attended 
Sticklepath Primary School. From there I went onto, dare I 
say it, Pilton School, where I spent five enjoyable years. Then 
onto Petroc (called North Devon College in those days) 
where I spent three years at A Level.

I got my teaching degree at the famous St Luke’s College in 
Exeter (later to become Exeter University) where I enjoyed 
four memorable years and made many life-long friends.

I returned to Barnstaple, initially for one year, before I 
intended to move abroad to teach – that was some time 
ago now. Barnstaple has been home for me and my family 
- what a great place to live and bring up a family, with 
fantastic beaches and country side on our doorstep!

Sport and physical exercise has always been a major 
part of my life. I have been lucky enough to play rugby 
and volleyball at a representative level, which has been 
an honour. I am keen on most sports – either playing or 
watching when I have the time. Before I started teaching, 
sport led me to America where I spent time on a return trip 
with a volleyball team that toured England. I also spent 
time living in Hong Kong where I was coaching tennis and 
swimming in amazing surroundings.  Coaching tennis on 
a court on the roof of a 30 storey building was quite an 
experience!

More recently, playing has developed into coaching, I have 
just finished a coaching period of five years at Barnstaple 
Rugby Club, which was really rewarding. Team games have 
led into individual pursuits which mean I can take part in 
my own time at my own pace, which is a lot slower than it 
used to be! I still enjoy the competition of playing tennis 
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with friends from Park School on Sunday mornings – it 
does get very competitive!

Family time has always been important to me and has 
given me many fantastic experiences and memories. 
Holidaying with the family is always great fun and 
something we look forward to every year.

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Past Times/Hobbies: Pretty much all sport. 

Rugby, Volleyball and Basketball are all team games I 
have played for many years. After that I took up Surf 
Boat Rowing – a great adrenaline rush when the surf 
was up! Now I Cycle and play Tennis along with keeping 
fit as often as possible. I do also really enjoy time on the 
beach on hot summer days or windy winter walks!

Favourite Book: To be honest, I don’t always have a book 
on the go or read as much as I would like to but tend 
to go through periods of enjoying reading- usually 
when on holiday. I have read many different authors, 
but would have to say I really enjoyed reading the Harry 
Potter books - they were simply a good, fun read.(films 
were pretty good too).

Favourite Music: I like ‘the old stuff’. I enjoy listening to 
Absolute 80’s on the radio - it’s my era of music! Most 
bands from then were brilliant - Queen, The Who, Big 
Country- the list is endless. I do like Greenday, Mumford 
and Sons and some modern day music – just to prove 
that I’m not all that old!

Favourite Film: This is a difficult one. It would be fair to 
say I have always enjoyed watching films. When I was 
at school, I watched all the old war films and westerns. 
These are very out-dated now, but were good then. I 
really enjoy all types of films and going to the cinema. 
I can’t really pick a favourite so I will go for a list of five:   
1)  Chasing Mavericks, 2) The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, 	
3. Argo, 4. Paul, 5. Hot Fuzz

My Childhood Hero: I don’t think I really had a childhood 
hero. Maybe Frank Stapleton who scored the last 
minute winner when Arsenal beat Man Utd in the 
1979 FA Cup Final. I remember watching the game 
with my brothers and friends and was the only Arsenal 
supporter! One person I have always remembered is my 
old Scout Leader. A man called Reg Hughes, just one of 
life’s fantastically generous and kind people.

Three Famous People I would like to meet: Reg Hughes 
(see above) - Just so I could say thank you, Charles 
Darwin and  Muhammed Ali.

Best Teacher:  Mr Croft and Mr Marshall- my old PE 
teachers. They would always give up lunch-times, after 
school and Saturday mornings so we were able to play 
sports. They were two great role models – and probably 
the reason I am where I am today. Also Mr. Robertson, 
my Maths teacher in Year 11. He made Maths really 
interesting and was our Basketball coach!

Biggest Regret: I don’t really have any regrets. You make 
your choices in life and you therefore have to get on 
with it. Yes it’s fine to look back, but try not to with 
regrets.

Proudest achievements to date: Obviously becoming 
a dad twice are incredibly proud moments and being 

proud of their achievements as they grow up.  Also 
being selected to play rugby against New Zealand 
when I was 18 years old and then going onto the Final 
England Trials.   I still have my England tie somewhere. 
Also playing rugby for Devon on about 40 occasions.  It 
was always an honour to play representative rugby.  

The Most Important Things I have Ever Learned: Treat 
other people the way you want to be treated.  Manners 
and smiles cost nothing to give and they are always 
nice to receive.

Amy Taylor (Year 8) 
Every Monday I play Roller Derby for an hour as ‘Anarchy 

Aim’ with my team D.A.S.H. (Devon All Star Hitters).   Roller 
Derby is a full contact sport played on roller skates!  In 
other words the best sport ever!  The sport is played on a 
large oval track on which five players from each team (4 
blockers and 1 jammer) play to score points by the jammer 
overlapping the opposition.  The blockers can play defence 
(stopping the jammer getting post) or offence (making a 
path for the jammer by hitting the other team knows as 
offence sweep!).  All of this whilst the blockers have to stick 
together going around the track as ‘the pack’.  Any age and 
gender can play, though men and women tend to play 
in different leagues. You can start in our Derby Team with 
barely any skating experience!

I started training a year ago after watching the film ‘Whip It’.  
After that I started skating which was already something I 
enjoyed. I was determined to play the sport and found that 
the ‘Grin N’ Barum’ Derby Women’s Team had a Free-Skating 
section.  I showed them what I could do and signed up!

My biggest achievement so far is speaking on the radio 
with team mate Josh for The Voice Radio, though my first 
game was a blast!

There really isn’t a ‘secret to success’, with Derby as it’s a 
team sport, even if a complicated one.  There are quite a 
few rules but the amount of fun playing is amazing and 
thrilling!  

The Park School facilities are just the best (such as the 
Sports Hall) and without them I wouldn’t be able to train 
as curtain wheels are needed for curtain floors.  The Hall is 
perfect for Derby, plenty of room to get some nice hits in 
and go speeding around the apex!
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Alex Walker (Year 8)

My particular interest is running and my biggest 
achievement is competing for Devon.

I have always enjoyed running and regard it a real 
commitment and hobby.  I train on Tuesday and Thursday 
every week and at the weekend there is usually a 
competition to take part in. 

My biggest achievement is running for Devon and running 
at Millfield.  My other big achievement is running at 
Swimbridge and coming 2nd!  

My recipe for achievement is training really hard and being 
fully committed to the sport.

The best thing about Park School is that the Cross Country 
runs are fun and also I think that the Athletics and 
Competitions are brilliant.  The most important thing about 
Park School is the P.E. – and everything else!

Life in Modern Languages
Tamzin Lines and Molly Barrett (both in Year 11) won the 
translation challenge, not once, but twice in one term. 
Clearly very talented linguists! 

The Student of the Half Term Prize was given to Isaac 
Stanhope (Year 7) and Reece Banwell (Year 11)  for the 
second half of the Spring term. Also, Evan Hill (Year 9) and 
Yoseph Eskandar (Year 10) were given recognition for their 
hard work in the first half of this term – Well done!

The Year 8 Residential to 
France
In early July, 44 students and 5 staff leave the school in the 
early hours of the morning to put their French language 
skills to the test on the Year 8 Residential at Lion sur Mer 
on the Normandy coast. During their stay they will enjoy a 
variety of activities including, buying their lunch at a French 
market, visiting the Bayeux Tapestry, English, American and 
German War cemeteries and the D Day landing beaches, 
also visiting the museums at Caen and Arromanches. 

Year 9 Technology Day ‘A 
Cracking Invention’
This year in Design and Technology Year 9 Students 
competed within their tutor groups and Houses.  Students 
were set the eggciting challenge to transport an egg one 
horizontal metre across a worktop from a shelf, which was 
approximately 700mm above it into a saucepan of water 
without cracking the egg.  The structure or invention had to 
be made from found or recycled materials which students 
either had collected themselves or scrambled to find in  the 
Technology shop using the new Park currency of ‘Zobs’.

Throughout the morning, students worked together 
in tutor groups teams of 6 to produce their ‘Cracking 
invention’.  These ranged from simple tube slides to 
complex mechanisms with baskets on zip lines.  The aim 
at this stage was to be the most successful team and 
represent your tutor group in the Semi-final in the Hall.  

The Semi-Final criteria was all about  ‘speed’ and in a timed 
challenge tutor groups went ‘head to head’ within their 
Houses. Eggs needed to travel from start to finish unaided 
in the fastest time.

An Eggcellent effort from 9RP, GK, SS and MR who all made 
it to this year’s final.  However, they couldn’t beat the overall 
winners who were 9HU from Fortescue House with their 
‘Cracking invention’!

Work Related Learning
1 May 2015 Work Shadowing
118 Year 9 students took part in a work shadowing day. For 
many Year 9 students this is their first taste of being in a 
workplace. The students accompanied a relative or family 
friend to work to see people at work in a business. As well 
as watching a day in the life of the business, students also 
carried out an interview with an employee to find out what 
qualifications and experiences had led that person to doing 
the job they were now doing. Students who completed the 
log book gained a certificate for their Progress File.

6 – 17 July Work Experience
Year 10 students have the opportunity to take part in work 
experience over two weeks in July. 369 placements have 
been booked this year between the 6 – 17 July.  66 Students 
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are doing a 2 week placement with an Employer. 165 
Students are booked with an Employer for 6 – 10 July and 
138 Students are booked with an employer for 13 - 17 July. 
The school is very grateful to all the employers in North 
Devon who support this scheme.        

Volunteering
For the second year students in Year 10 have the 
opportunity to use one of their weeks of work experience 
for Volunteering in the Community. Evidence has shown 
that volunteering can:

•	 have a positive impact on health and wellbeing
•	 provide opportunities to meet new people
•	 be a way that people can give back to their 

communities and make a difference
•	 help to develop new skills or build on existing 

experience and knowledge

Petroc and NDVS have assisted with identifying placements 
and 16 students will be in the community for a week 
between 6th – 17th July. Thanks to all of the organisations 
who are offering the volunteering opportunities.

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Mr Grundy

My parents worked as teachers abroad and as a result 
my brother was born in Tripoli, Libya and I was born in 
Pendayia, Cyprus. We moved back to Bolton, then to North 
Devon when I was seven. My dad was Head of Languages at 
Park school until 1991. My mum is French and most of my 
family live in the south of France.

I went to Braunton School, Petroc college then Manchester 
Metropolitan University to study 3 D Design. After my 
studies I moved back to Antibes on the French Riviera for 12 
years. Whilst there I had many jobs including: McDonalds 
trainer, beach attendant, farm labourer in the wine and 
lavender industry, bass guitar musician, sculptor,  jewellery 
designer, prototype model maker for a well-known French 
Jewellery company, and deck-hand and crew member in 
the super rich motor yacht industry!

Whilst in France I saw several famous people, such as the 
actor Jack Nicholson. I worked for a security firm dealing 
with clients including Roger Moore and Bernie Eccleston. I 
recorded in the same sound studios as the group Aha! And 
my Grandad used to chauffeur the artist Picasso around the 
Riviera. 
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Hayley Williams at Tesco Extra

Niamh Hetfield at Twigs

Daniel Sutton at The Park Hotel

Volunteering at the Hospice



Back in England I worked as a contemporary jewellery 
designer and as a locksmith, before training at Manchester 
University to be a teacher.

My Life in Ten Questions:-
Favourite pastime: Making things

Favourite book: JRR Tolkein’s  The lord Of The Rings

Favourite Music: Bonobo (at the moment!)

Favourite Film: Roman Polansky’s ‘The Ninth Gate’ starring 
Johnny Depp

Childhood Hero: Steve Austin (The Six Million Dollar Man)

Three famous people I would like to meet: Neil 
Armstrong, Bruce Lee, Patrick Woodroffe (artist)

My best teacher: Dr Spendlove for pushing me and 
making me work hard - and he has a cool name!

My biggest Regret: Learning to drive in France!

My proudest achievement to date: I know it sounds 
cheesy, but it’s being a dad to my 2 lovely kids

The most important thing I have ever learnt: Don’t judge 
a book by its cover!

Tianna Owen (Year 7)

I am very keen on sport.  I swim twice a week and play a lot 
of netball.

I first began playing netball and other sports in primary 
school.  When I started Park I became involved in lots of 
sport teams.   I also swim and play netball for a club out of 
school. 

My biggest achievement has been playing netball for 
school and for Titans – and winning!  I enjoy being picked 
for Sunday matches.  The secret for success is listening to 
everybody’s ideas and working as a team. 

The best thing about Park School is that everyone works 
as a team and the teachers encourage you when you don’t 
believe in yourself. 

One of the subjects I enjoy and am particularly good at is 
Maths.  I also enjoy Drama and my German lessons. 

Through Maths I hope to achieve a future career as it is 
my most enjoyable subject.  In Drama I aim to try and go 
further, maybe joining a production group.  

The career I would like to pursue in the future is a Maths 

Teacher as I really enjoy Maths and feel I would be able to 
reach this target as I think I have the right commitment.  

In my spare time the hobbies I enjoy include reading, which 
is usually a mythological fiction or sci-fi, I also play the 
drums.   

The thing I like best about Park School is the variety of 
extra-curricular activities it provides because it is a great 
chance to explore your interests and you can meet new 
people and make life-long friends.  Also, it gives good 
opportunities to try new things and there is a wide range of 
them, with something for everyone. 

Fletcher Robinson (Year 9)

My favourite subjects are Music, English and Drama as 
each of those subjects help me to feel confident when I’m 
performing with my band!  

I am in a band with my friends Ben and Sam and we have 
been together for two years.  We have performed in gigs 
both in and out of school and have just had some fantastic 
news – we have been invited to play at Exeter Chiefs Rugby 
World Cup Semi-Final Festival in front of 5,000 people!  We 
are all really excited (and really nervous!) and we will be 
practising a whole lot more over the summer!

I don’t really know what career I want to pursue yet – but if 
it involves Music and Performing I would be really happy to 
be paid for something I love to do. 

Apart from practising with the band and writing songs, I 
enjoy playing on my X-Box and volunteering at my Church, 
Grosvenor, helping at the kids’ clubs. 

The best thing about Park School is being with my friends.  
I really enjoy the field trips and school trips such as the 
London Dungeon and Plymouth Pavilions and would 
recommend these to everyone!

Life in The Art Department
Pall Mall Art Exhibition
This year we have selected art work from the following 
students to be exhibited in the Pall Mall Galleries on 
London’s Trafalgar Square. We wish them all the best in the 
selection process. If our entries are successful this will be 
the third year that our school has been represented in the 
School’s Exhibition in London!
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Izzy Holman, Matthew Binmore, Barney Bailey and 
Victoria Rushton

Barnstaple Elephant Day – Banner 
Painting
30 students from the Year 7 & 8 Able Gifted and Talented 
group were selected to create a set of banners for this year’s 
Barnstaple Elephant Day. The students worked in groups 
and produced 7 large scale banners which bought elephant 
inspired imagery and a Barnstaple inspired background.

The banners will be paraded around Barnstaple  as part 
of a procession on Saturday 4th July. The procession ends 
up on The Square where there will be a small celebration 
to commemorate the finding of fossilised elephant teeth 
and tusks! The event starts at 11am and the procession 
involving the banners will leave The Square at 3.30pm. 
Please come along and support this historical event.

10PH Charity Event
The students in 10PH pulled together and made cakes and 
bought in a collection of goods for a table top sale. The 
remaining items which did not sell on the day were sold as 
part of the Friends of Park Car Boot Sale. The students made 
£111.40 which will go towards the Nepal Fund and a further 
£15 will support the Shelter Box Charity. Well done to all 
who supported this event! We would also like to thank the 
Community Champion at Tescos for providing some cakes 
for our sale and Wilkinson who generously provided some 
items for the sales.

Year 11 Art Exam Exhibition in the 
school library
Nicola Allen, the Park School librarian, has really injected 
some life into our library since her arrival in September. 
The new display boards have provided the art department 
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some much needed exhibition space. Our first display 
allows our current Year 11 artists to show off a selection of 
their GCSE exam work.  We are delighted with the results 
this year. Well done  to all of our very hard working Year 11 
students!

FABLAB Devon
Well done to the following students who submitted 
entries for this county competition. The categories 
included skateboard design, headwear and jewellery. The 
following students are currently awaiting the results of this 
competition. Good luck!

Ben Roberts 10PH, Connor Kavanagh 10PH, Ashleigh 
Nicks 10PH, Lydia McCree 7CC, Armand Karczmarz 10SP, 
Marth Lethaby 11GM, Chloe and Hollie Madge 11GM, 
Cerys Cooper 11GM, Katie Harris 11KR.

James Sahin and Kizzi Stone have been invited to create 
some playground art at Landkey Primary School during 
their work experience visit. We look forward to seeing the 
results of their work in the next newsletter!

Teachers are interesting 
people too!
Mrs Heale

I was born and grew up in Barnstaple.  I attended Park 
School as a student in Kingsley House with Mrs Phillips my 
tutor!

I studied Art and Design at North Devon College, Fashion 
and Textiles at Somerset College, a partner college to 
Plymouth University.  I then studied to become a teacher at 
Exmouth College, again a partner college to the University 
of Plymouth. 
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I have been working at Park for seven years and I have one 
son, William, aged four this year.  

In my spare time I enjoy life-drawing, cycling, reading, rock 
climbing and watching films.

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite pastimes/hobbies:  Drawing, reading. 

Favourite book:  Stephen King books.

Favourite music:  All styles – old and new.

Favourite film:  ‘You’ve Got Mail’.

Childhood Hero:  No one as I can remember!

Three famous people I would like to meet:  Frida Kahlo, 
Will Smith and Liam Neeson.

Your best teacher and why:  Mrs Phillips – what a 
wonderful role model!

Your biggest regret:  No regrets – everything happens for 
a reason.

Your proudest achievement to date:  Many, including 
having my son and becoming a teacher!

Let’s Make Music!

On 3rd July students from Park will perform in the 
International Taiko Drumming Festival at the Northcott 
Theatre in Exeter. 

The Summer Concert is on 24th June and tickets are 
available at Pupil Reception:  £4 adults, £2 children.  
Refreshments will be available at the interval.  

Our music will be performed at the Summer Fair on 9th 
July.  Several rock bands will take part, as well as the usual 
‘open-mic’ opportunities for anyone else wishing to take to 
the stage and perform.

Sian Beasant (Year 10) 

I am a rugby player.  I play for Bideford and Somerton 
Rugby Club and I also volunteer in the Hospice Shop every 
Saturday for four hours at a time.  I enjoy the company of 
other volunteers and speaking to the public.  

I train for rugby after school each Wednesday then I go to 
Bideford to train with the Under-16’s for an hour and stay 
on to train with the Under-18’s for another 1½ hours.

I had the amazing opportunity to play with Somerton at 
an event in Butlins (Minehead) which was sponsored by 
Leicester Tigers.  We came 4th out of 8! This was amazing 
as we had never played together before.  I played number 
12, which I enjoyed.  A Bicton College Scout was there 
and offered me the chance to go down and look at their 
facilities, so I can consider going into their Ladies’ Rugby 
Academy.

To succeed needs training, determination and listening to 
everything your coach says!  It’s not criticism, but tips to 
help you!

The most important and best things about Park School for 
me are the facilities and opportunities provided.  Please 
don’t take them for granted as some people are not 
fortunate enough to go to a school like ours!

Joe Kinton (Year 11)

28. Let’s Make Music!



29. Art and Life!

My particular interest and pastime is Drumming!

I started at home when I was 8.  I had lessons every 
weekend.  When I was 10 I was introduced to ‘The 
Underground’ who I am still with 5/6 years later.  I practice 
every day for around 30 minutes to an hour just for fun!

I have been accepted into a college in Brighton (BIMM – 
British & Irish Modern Music Institute) to study Drumming.  
I shall be living there, hopefully, for the next four years for 
college/university.

In order to help myself improve, I spend a lot of my time 
watching other drummers closely and analysing how they 
play.  The main incentive that drives me to keep improving 
are the people around me and my future ambitions. 

I enjoy being at school with my friends, able to go out and 
socialise with them.  

Ranger Russ Visits The Art 
Department Workshops

Ranger Russ spent the afternoon in the art department 
on 15th June sharing his exotic range of creatures with 
our Year 8 students. The students were spellbound by his 
informative and entertaining presentation. 28 students 
were thoroughly engaged for the whole afternoon as one 
creature after another was introduced into the room. A 
fabulous range of charcoal drawings were created towards 
the end of the session as the stick insects and snakes 
posed for a portrait. Our students demonstrated exemplary 
behaviour and were an absolute credit to the school.

Faces of Conflict
Year 10 and 11 Gifted and Talented Art Trip to The Royal 
Albert Memorial Museum in Exeter – Saturday 21st March
14 of our G&T GCSE students attended a very insightful 
art workshop at RAMM on Saturday. We all travelled down 
to Exeter on the train with little appreciation for what 
was in store for us. An incredible experience lay ahead 
as were introduced to a collection of artwork which 
bought together History, Medicine and Art. The exhibition 
entitled The impact of the First World War on art and facial 
reconstructive surgery is an exploration of the influence 
on artists and surgeons of the facial injuries suffered 
during the First World War. The exhibition brings together 
collections of historical objects and artworks from the last 
hundred years.

Following a lecture by Sara Dudman (Arts Specialist) and 
a tour of the gallery –our students put themselves into the 
position of a war victims. They used micropore tape and 
bandages to distort their faces. Then working on easels 



produced charcoal drawings and collages based on their 
own interpretations of the art work.

The Italy Ski 2015
Yet again, we had another fantastic week on snow in Passo 
Tonale, Italy.  We had a range of abilities for skiing and 
snowboarding and all students excelled in their group.  
Snow conditions were exceptional this year.

Bookings are now being taken for 2017.  Take a look at our 
Facebook page ‘Skitonale’ for more photos and videos.  
Please see or email Mrs Freeman for more information. 

What does the future hold?  
Life beyond Park 
Rebecca Hevingham (1994-1999)
I remember being quite excited about going to “big school” 
as Mr. Sloman called it, but I was a bit nervous as I was 
not only faced with having my mum as a teacher, but also 
knowing a lot of teachers before I arrived. As it turned out 
it wasn’t that unusual as quite a few children in my year 
were in exactly the same situation (although I don’t think 
any of them were taught by their parent for all 5 years!). I 
remember initially worrying that I needed to be with my 
primary school friends then quickly realising how everyone 
just made new friends immediately. I think I liked the size of 

the school and the idea of having lots of different teachers 
and subjects. 

There are lots of highlights of my time at Park. Mainly 
things that involved being with my friends. Things like 
the skiing trip, the moment I came first in Devon Schools 
Cross Country in year 7, all the sports days, being sports 
captain, becoming deputy head girl of school, and playing 
the lead in the school play. I consider one of the most 
important things that happened to me work wise was my 
work experience placement in Year 10. I was lucky enough 
to work at Lantern FM radio station for 2 weeks. It was 
the most incredible opportunity and I was very excited.  
I consider it a very valuable lesson because, although I 
thought I might want to do something media related or 
creative, I realised after those two weeks that I definitely 
did not want to work in radio. I could have wasted so many 
years finding this out later in life and instead went into 
Television! I learned that it is important to find out what you 
don’t like doing as well as what you do! 

After Park School I went to North Devon College and 
studied English Language, French, Media and Sports 
Studies. I then went to the University of Birmingham and 
studied English Language and French as a degree, simply 
because I enjoyed them and was happy to continue 
studying them for another three years! This involved 
a year abroad living in Grenoble, France (aka a lot of 
snowboarding and skiing). I played a lot of hockey for 
my university team in National League.  After I finished 
my degree, I stayed around Birmingham so that  I could 
continue to play, doing some very random jobs to earn 
money, including teaching English as a second language 
and working in a debt collection call centre! I managed to 
get a two week unpaid work experience placement in the 
BBC Sports International at Wimbledon, bringing tea and 
coffee to all the commentators. I then, quite spur of the 
moment, went to live in Spain to play hockey for a year 
(I suppose you could call it Semi Pro but it wasn’t exactly 
a Premier League footballer’s salary!). I also had to learn 
Spanish, which was an interesting experience as I didn’t 
speak a word!  When I came back I moved to London and 
found a job as a sports researcher at an online sports TV 
company. I had to watch a lot of sport every day but also 
got to try my hand at writing and translating scripts into 
French. It was a good starting point, but like most first 
jobs it involved long hours, weekends, and extremely low 
pay. By chance I put my CV up on a TV jobs website and 
got interviewed for a French speaking runner’s job (the 
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first rung on the TV ladder). I was successful and I found 
out later it was largely because I told them I had run a 
marathon and they thought I could handle the long hours 
and carrying the kit!. It then all progressed from there. 
I moved up to Researcher, Senior Researcher, Assistant 
Producer and I’ve just recently started my first Producer 
role. I am now a freelance Producer, which means I work for 
lots of different companies on different shows for several 
channels, predominantly BBC1, BBC2 and Channel 4.

The important aspects I think helped me 
during my Park years included:-
School plays - I found great joy and entertainment from 

taking part in the school musicals and plays. They 
were such a big part of my time at Park and such an 
important part of spending time with my friends during 
rehearsals. It was always very exciting getting to hang 
out with the older students! 

Sport - I was very lucky to be naturally interested in sport 
and to be put forward for opportunities by the school. 
I really believe learning how to win and lose and being 
part of a team has helped me throughout my life. I think 
learning to identify which subjects I loved was also 
really important. I knew straight away I loved English 
and French (although I liked a lot of other subjects 
also) but there was something much more effortless 
about them for me. I ended up studying them both at 
University. 

The advice I would give to today’s Park 
students:-
Firstly, I believe anyone can do anything. Don’t ever think 

you’d never have the ability do this or that because of 
XYZ, it’s all about motivation and determination. 

Secondly, if you are not sure what you want to do in life 
then as you have to make choices about what you study 
through school and beyond. 

Stick to studying the subjects you really enjoy, or at 
least study some of what you enjoy. Without realising 
you will naturally put more effort in and enjoy the time 
you have to spend working on them. Eventually you 
will find something you love and want to do and it’s 
better (in my opinion) to get a good grade or degree in 
something you love, than a lower grade in something 
you hate that you did because you felt you should 

do. On the other hand, if you are lucky enough have a 
career in mind at such a young age and have to study a 
particular subject you dislike to get there, just keep your 
head down and be mindful it will all be worth it in the 
end!  I would say try and get as much experience in the 
outside world as possible and make the most of where 
you live. You are very lucky to go to school in such a 
beautiful part of the country, and you might not always 
be able to be there depending on your life choices. 
Don’t be afraid to research the multitude of jobs that 
exist and get whatever experience you can in your spare 
time that will help you move in the right direction, you 
never know when it will come in handy. 

Sport - do more sport - enjoy the fact you are made to do 
PE even if you hate it because when you are older you 
will wish you had done more and kept it up!

You won’t realise how lucky you were not to pay to take 
part in sport and have the time to fit it in. I know so many 
people girls and boys who absolutely detested sport and PE 
at school and have gone on to do amazing things with their 
fitness - gone into careers in the forces, taken part in charity 
sporting events and even hired personal trainers! 

My tips for the world of media work– don’t expect to earn 
decent money in most things to start– and probably not 
for a while! And be prepared to work hard no matter how 
much fun it is. Learn how to make a nice cup of tea and 
a nice cup coffee and offer it to people whenever and 
wherever you can. Remember how everyone has it without 
asking. You will go a long way. 

I’ve been lucky enough to work in some amazing 
locations including places in Spain, Italy, France, Morocco, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, Czech Republic, Ibiza, 
Monaco and all over the UK, seeing some amazing sites and 
working with really interesting people and presenters. My 
best experiences also include when I represented England 
at the British Universities Hockey Tournament and when 
I got my first job at the BBC last year– probably because 
in my head that was what I had imagined all those years 
ago! I’ve also taken it upon myself to try and do some 
random things like a world record attempt at becoming 
the fastest person to run a marathon dressed as a book 
character (I failed when my knee gave way – gutted!). I’ve 
still got lots of other things I want to do that others of my 
friends have achieved and inspired me to do – travel, start a 
photography business, write more, learn another language 
and other non-career things. 

Finally, I have lots of fun memories / anecdotes of my 
time at Park. To try and think of an appropriate example 
to write about, I recently went through a list with one of 
my best friends from school that we made in Year 11 of 
our memories. We were in tears of laughter! However we 
realised they would make absolutely no sense whatsoever 
and bore anyone who wasn’t in our friendship group! I 
think the moral of that story is that it doesn’t really matter 
what your experiences are, the friends you make at Park will 
continue to be some of your best friends for life so enjoy 
every second with them you can! (And make a list of your 
experiences so that 15 years later you can laugh at how 
ridiculous you were!).
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Hellos and Goodbyes!
Mrs Edmonds – enjoy your well-
deserved retirement!

With 40 years’ service to the school (previous generations 
will remember her as Miss Brigden or Mrs Lake), Mrs 
Edmonds has decided it is time to call it a day! 

She will be greatly missed as she has totally devoted herself 
to the students of Park School over all of these years. 

Studying at Northern Counties in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, 
where a fellow student on the Social Committee was called 
Gordon Sumner (but we all know him as ‘Sting’:  he gave up 
teaching!), she qualified in 1975 and applied for five jobs 
in the South West.  Park School was her first interview and 
she accepted the job to teach Domestic Science, Sewing 
(it was called then) and P.E.  She joined Kingsley House as a 
Tutor – very different then as the school had Junior Tutors 
(Y7-9) and Upper Tutors (Y10-11), with no computers, no 
photocopiers, no board pends – just chalk, the school day 
finished at 4pm!  

She ran the Under-16’s Hockey and Tennis Teams and 
introduced Volleyball into school, organising the boys 
Volleyball tour of both Holland and Guernsey with these 
teams.  

Mrs Edmonds was the first female member of staff to play 
in the Staff Cricket Team – and even has a photo as proof!

She was kept very busy organising second year camp for 
several years – 24 students out of school for a week in July, 
helping to train the Ten Tors Team and was the Deputy 
for the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme.  Promotion made 
her Second in Department for Home Economics, being 
responsible for CSE provision, she was a member of the 
PTA for many years – five as Secretary - and taught Food, 
Textiles, PE, City & Guilds 365, Electronics, Product Design, 
Child Development, Career Planning, Youth Awards, COPE 
and Graphics!

Becoming Deputy Head of Kingsley House in 1986, she 
introduced PSHE (later to become PSHEE) to Year 9, working 
with Ken Doughty – they planned it sitting in his garden 
one summer holiday! 

In 1987 she applied for a temporary position as Careers 
Co-ordinator – having done it voluntarily for two years – 
becoming interested in it when her tutor group were going 
through their options. 

In the early 1990’s, Mrs Edmonds became Deputy Head 
of Fortescue responsible for Year 11 PSHEE, in 1997 
successfully gaining a scholarship to study for a Post-
Graduate Diploma in Careers Education and Guidance 
whilst working full-time.

In 2006 she left Fortescue House to become PSHEE Co-
ordinator and in 2007 was interviewed by David Andrews 
OBE, who produced a case study on the Careers Provision 
at Park (one of six in the country), putting it on the 
Specialist Schools Trust website.  As a result she was asked 
to address the National Conference of Headteachers in 
London, followed by the Heads and Deputies meeting in 
the South West.  This led on in 2009 she visited Sweden for 
the Specialist Schools Trust to look at provision of Careers 
and produce a report for them.  

Her outstanding achievement in the field of Careers 
Education were recognised in 2009 when she became 
the National Careers Teacher of the Year and from there 
has been invited to take part in many activities, including 
addressing a Westminster Briefing, delivering presentations 
at Center Parc to South West Heads, running sessions at 
national conferences on the importance of Careers (I.A.G.) 
and then being a member of a small national working 
party producing careers resources for the Department 
for Education in London to raise the participation age, 
culminating in her session plans going into every school in 
the country!

In 2013 Mrs Edmonds joined the school’s Senior Leadership 
Team – and even managed to persuade Johnny Ball to visit 
the school!

Several thousand Year 11 students will particularly wish to 
thank her for organising their leavers’ ball (now known as 
“the Prom”) for the last 15 years!

Hearing of her ‘retirement’, she is already receiving contact 
from several people hoping that she might be persuaded to 
continue working in a different way to help them!  

In his tribute, Headteacher David Atton reflected how “Sue 
is a true professional with an intense sense of vocation and 
commitment to all of the young people in her care.  Many 
of the most important things she has done for the school 
and, even more importantly, for individuals, no one else 
would ever know about.  She has quietly fulfilled roles that 
perhaps no one else would ever think about:  very often 
things went well – or even happened at all – because Sue 
took the initiative and made sure that all of the detail was 
completed.  Her work in Careers Education and PSHEE 
ensured that the provision at Park was second to none:  
others asked her for advice and every survey and Ofsted 
Inspection confirmed the high quality of all that she made 
possible. 

32. Hellos and Goodbyes!



For those who knew Park School over the last 40 years, 
the staff – including those ‘giant names’ from the past to 
her colleagues today – the families and, most importantly, 
those many hundreds of students, will all wish to join with 
me in both thanking Sue for all that she has given to this 
school community and wish her every happiness and 
fulfilment in the years ahead.

Mrs Edmonds is one of the very best examples of what 
makes Park School ‘Park’.

Thank you!

David Atton, Headteacher

July 2015

The summer brings 
changes to all schools as we 
say hello to new staff – and 
goodbye to those leaving 
us.  

•	 Gareth Roscoe, currently Headteacher at Queen 
Katherine School in Cumbria, will be our new 
Headteacher from 1st September.  We welcome him 
and feel sure he will enjoy leading the school over the 
years ahead. 

•	 Ryan Lewin, Assistant Vice Principal at Oasis Academy 
in Brislington, joins us as our new Head of Geography.

•	 Kelly Mitchell, a Student Teacher at Lipson Co-
operative Academy in Plymouth, joins us as English 
Teacher.

•	 Danielle Gillard, currently a PGCE Student at Exeter 
University, will be joining us to teach PE.

•	 Lisa Wyatt, a Teacher of Art & Design at Bar Beacon 
School in Walsall, will be joining our Technology 
Department to teach Graphics and Art. 

•	 Catherine Maker, Education Officer at Combe Abby 
Country Park, joins us to teach Food Technology. 

•	 Sara Rodriguez from Huish Episcopi Academy in 
Langport, joins our Modern Foreign Languages 
Department.

•	 Indianna Jones from Tiverton High School joins our 
English Department. 

•	 Ian Blundell, currently a Maths Teacher at Pilton 
Community College, joins our Maths Department

•	 Luke Isles, a Student Teacher of Maths at Bishop Fox’s 
School in Somerset, joins our Maths Department.

•	 Julia O’Callaghan joins the Maths Department as a 
mature Newly Qualified Teacher following a career in 
Business and Support Services. 

•	 Isabel Hockin, Acting Head of History at South 
Dartmoor Community College, joins us to teach 
History.

•	 Caroline Webber will be utilising her subject 
expertise, teaching in the Science Department.

•	 Alan Blanchard’s post as Acting Deputy Head of 
House has become permanent.

•	 Andrew Hall has been appointed as Acting Deputy 
Head of House.

•	 Serena Thomas has been appointed Careers Co-
ordinator for the new school year.

•	 Sarah Freeman has been appointed Able, Gifted and 
Talented Co-ordinator for the new school year.

•	 David Hargrave becomes Joint Second in Modern 
Foreign Languages.

•	 Anne Dufresne becomes PSHEE Co-ordinator for the 
new school year.

•	 Suzanne Howard, HLTA, promoted to Assistant 
SENCO temporary for one term 1st September to 31st 
December 2015.

•	 Nicholas Kingdom-Kruzewski has been promoted to 
an Academic Learning Mentor role. 

Current Vacancies being 
advertised:

-	 A Teaching Assistant/Assistant to Exams Officer 
vacancy.

-	 Higher Level Teaching Assistant temporary for one 
year to support Y7 Nurture Class. 

-	 Higher Level Teaching Assistant for one year to 
support SENCO.

Leaving at the End of Term:
-	 David Atton, Headteacher, retires at the end of 

August following 29 years in the school, the last 18 as 
our Headteacher.

-	 Sue Edmonds retires as our Head of Careers/PSHEE 
Co-ordinator following 40 years of service to the 
school!

-	 Jenny Marlow our Head of Food Technology is retiring.

-	 Jens Klingenstein, Teacher of Maths, will leave at the 
end of term for his new post as Deputy Head of Maths 
at Great Torrington School.

-	 Gill Haynes, Teacher of Maths, is leaving to pursue 
new opportunities. 

-	 Cheryl Campbell, Joint Second in Modern Foreign 
Languages, relocating back to Scotland.

-	 Ellie Lyons, Learning Mentor, leaves us to pursue her 
own interests outside of education. 

Our thanks and best wishes to each of them. 
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A Goodbye from our 
Headteacher

This term’s “Park News” begins appropriately with a 
welcome to your new Headteacher, Gareth Roscoe.  

I know just how carefully the School Governing Body 
chose the next person to lead your school. Working closely 
with Gareth since his appointment it is clear Park will 
move on with new energy and ideas to secure continued 
achievements in the years ahead.  I wish Mr Roscoe every 
success as he leads the school to even greater heights 
into the future as the challenges grow and extend for all 
schools.  I feel sure he will experience the enjoyment and 
fulfilment that I have, supported by a talented, hardworking 
Staff and a Governing Body that seeks the very best for 
everyone throughout the school community. 

Having taught in Leicestershire, I arrived in Devon in 1974 
as a young chemistry teacher at Kingsbridge School in the 
South Hams.  

In 1977 I moved to Coombe Dean School in Plymouth as 
Head of Science until becoming Deputy Head at Great 
Torrington School in 1983.  In 1986, national changes 
in the structures of school leadership posts led me to 
make my application to Park.  I took over as Deputy Head 
from Reverend Bill Benson and found the professional 
community including Tony Pratt, Dick Amery, Fred Lee, 
Ken Doughty, Sue Edmonds, Bob Blincow, Albert Grundy, 
Brian Macbeth, Alan Mackie, David Blower, Roger Mullis, 
fellow Deputies John Charlesworth and Sue McEldon and 
many others I should name.  Becoming the Headteacher 
in 1997 on the retirement of Arthur Hodgetts, I believe 

the only current member of staff who now precedes me 
– except for Mrs Edmonds – is Mr Ley, Head of Modern 
Foreign Languages and Professional Tutor!

I rapidly developed a huge respect and affection for Park 
School as, although it was the fifth school I had worked in, 
there was something about it that made it special.  After 
11 years as Deputy Head, it was a huge privilege and the 
pinnacle of my career to be appointed its Headteacher in 
1997.  The last 18 years have passed rapidly by.  There has 
inevitably been tremendous change over that time:  the site 
and buildings are now much more pleasant and effective 
and we must never take this for granted – we have a lovely 
school that I hope can be improved even further in the 
years ahead.  Our five Ofsted Inspections, in their various 
forms, have judged us either ‘Good’, ‘Very Good’ or ‘Good 
with Outstanding Features’ and we are a popular, respected 
school – with a full intake of 300+ for September.  

The key, of course, is the people:  our students are 
overwhelmingly wonderful young people, our staff are 
dedicated and hardworking, the governors seek only the 
best possible for all within the school community and our 
students’ families work closely with us as we plan carefully 
with our partner primary schools and post-16 provision at 
Petroc and elsewhere.

A prospective parent at last September’s Open Evening 
told us that Park School has something about it….it has 
soul!  It also has a good heart and a heritage rooted in its 
community. A teacher we recently appointed shared with 
us how, in conversation with a friend, they had both been 
pupils at Park and felt proud to have been educated here:  
now to return to teach at Park made her especially proud 
and happy!

We cannot please everyone all of the time, but we do try – 
admitting our mistakes, I hope, when we should!

At times, life can be very challenging and tough for each 
of us, but I shall look back on a professional life at Park well 
spent as we all worked together and did our very best for 
each student.  I pay tribute to our very effective House 
System, offering the benefits of that human scale within 
which every student is so well known and cared for, along 
with that sensible school ethos of the balance between 
competition and co-operation that serves our students so 
well. Park is a forward-looking and innovative school that 
builds upon the very best of tradition in a contemporary 
context that continuously renews and re-invigorates its 
drive and quest for high quality provision and outcomes for 
all of its students.

So, long may Park School prosper and I wish good fortune 
and success to all within its community, especially the 
students who work so hard to realise their individual goals 
and aspirations. 

I am sure Mr Roscoe will also enjoy your support and his 
professional life at the school over the years ahead. 

Thank you to everyone in the Park School community!

David Atton,  July 2015
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Mr Atton in 1997!
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36. School Life – Happy Days

Autumn Term Begins – 8.50am on Thursday 3rd September 2015

Non pupil staff development days – Tuesday 1st September & Wednesday 2nd September 2015 

(The School Office will be open)


