
PARK  
NEWS

web: www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.ukChristmas 2015



My First Half Term At Park

Year 7 tutor Mrs Tossel asked her students to write a 
report about their first term at Park.

They wrote some amazing pieces, here are a few examples.

Toby Hutchings 7CT
As soon as I entered Park School, I knew it was going to be brilliant 
and I was not wrong!  I love the fact that all teachers are very kind 
and especially Mrs Tossell, Mr Hargrave and Mr Roscoe. Mrs Tossell 
is my tutor and she is also a science teacher.  Mr Hargrave is my 
spanish teacher and Mr Roscoe is our epic Head Teacher. I have 
made many friends in Park suck as Quinn, Daniel, Joe and loads 
more.

On the very first day I did not really have any worries at all, but if 
I was to worry about something it would be about getting lost in 
school.  But, in fact I never did or have got lost and I don’t think I 
ever will.  In addition, I love the independence and responsibilities 
you get at Park School and all the different lessons.

Elise Whormsley 7CT
My experience so far at Park School has been fun, different and one 
of a life time.  At the moment I feel like I am settling in very well, I 
think this is because I battled to get the role of house representative 
and I won.  I then got chosen for the School Council team - and it 
was only my first week.

My highlights have been: making new friends, having new 
experiences, going to english, drama, art, music, technology 
and science.  These subjects I enjoy because they are fun and 
educational.

When I first came to this school, I thought of going from a big fish 
in a small pond to a small fish in a big pond, yet when I got here, 
I didn’t think that at all.  I just knew that I wasn’t as used to the 
school as anyone else.  In fact after a few weeks the school seemed 
to get smaller and smaller.

Now I know what Park School is like, I regret ever worrying, in fact I 
am really enjoying school, meeting new people and friends.

Dillion Rogers 7CT

At the start of Park School I was most worried about getting lost, but 
as the weeks have past, I’ve only been late for one lesson because 
I got lost.  During my time at Park my greatest achievement so far 
is getting into the football team!  I’ve made a lot of friends that I 
have never met before.  I’ve liked the lessons at Park School, but 
my favourite has to be PE because we try lots of different sports that 
I haven’t tried before.  What I have enjoyed about Park is that the 
teachers plan good lessons for you and all the teachers are nice.  I 
am glad I have been put in Mrs Tossel’s tutor group because we do 
many things in registration and PHSEE with her.
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The Head Writes

My first term as Headteacher of The Park Community 
School has been a busy, yet enjoyable, one.  I have spent 
a great deal of my time calling into as many lessons as 

possible, talking with staff and students about learning, progress, 
homework and gathering their opinions of the school, areas for us 
to investigate and develop. 

As you know, at The Park, staff and students spend a great deal 
of their time planning and engaging in curriculum lessons and 
activities.  Our school and students benefit particularly from the 
vast range of extracurricular activities and visits that staff provide.

The term started in great style with the annual Year 10 Bude 
residential. Feedback from students, staff and instructors at 
the centre was extremely positive and this was a great way for 
Year 10 to start. The residential is an opportunity for students to 
challenge themselves and work outside their comfort zone, this 
helps to build the resilience needed to tackle demanding GCSE 
courses.

Our Open Evening was very successful and a great opportunity for 
students and staff to showcase the school.  The students were great ambassadors for the school and for 
young people.  We had many follow up emails and phone calls from prospective parents complimenting 
our students and stating how much they had enjoyed the chance to visit the school.

In November we had the pleasure of welcoming ex-students back to the school for the annual Awards 
Evening and presentation of GCSE certificates.  This year these were presented by Mr Atton.  It was a 
great evening and an opportunity for past students and parents to celebrate their amazing GCSE results 
and reflect on the previous five years at The Park.

It is difficult for me to mention every activity, extracurricular club or trip.  However, of special note are; 
the recent Amigos trip to Uganda, where students and staff from The Park supported this charity, the 
recent success of the school choir in winning the Devon Schools’ Choir Competition, numerous sporting 
successes, particularly in reaching the regional finals for year 7 and year 10 in football.

Again in November I had the pleasure of seeing the GCSE drama students present their performance of 
Hamlet as part of the Shakespeare Schools’ Festival.  This was a fantastic evening held at the Queens 
Theatre and gave our students a chance to be on stage at a professional venue.  The performing arts 
department are now busy preparing for the annual Christmas Concerts; please add these dates to your 
diary, more details at the end of this newsletter.

It has also been great to work with our ‘Friends of Park’ PTA group.  They are always keen to receive 
offers of help and support from new members - please contact the school if you are interested in joining 
us!   Another way you can help the school is to use our new School Angel charity web page.  This is a 
simple and free way in which parents and friends can help to raise funds for school council projects.  If 
you are shopping online, please visit our web site first and follow the link to School Angel before starting 
your online shopping.  By shopping through School Angel, you will not notice any difference to your 
normal online experience, but you will be helping the School to raise funds. 

I hope you enjoy reading our Christmas Newsletter.  My best wishes for Christmas 2015 and a peaceful 
and happy 2016.

Gareth Roscoe
Headteacher



Governors’ Tea - November 2015

A Governors’ tea is held once a term for those 
students who have received 500, 750, 1000 and 
1500 Merits. The certificates and badges are 
awarded to each student by a member of the 
governing body and the Head of House.

Parents and other family members gathered in 
the School Hall for this term’s Governors’ Tea.  
First came the tea and cakes and an introduction 
from Headteacher Mr Roscoe.  Hosted by Mrs 
Robins, we all enjoyed meeting this term’s Award 
Winners.  The Head of House spoke to each student 
individually about their hobbies and interests and 
most desirable holiday location, before he or she 
received a badge and certificate from Vice Chair of 
Governors, Martin Penny.  

Our congratulations to them all.

Kingsley House

500 Merits
Anna Austin, Hayleigh Coats, Dominic Pullen, 
Alexander Spear, Poppy Whitfield (all in Year 9) 
Toby Rogers (Year 10)

750 Merits
Cameron Naylor (Year 10)

Chichester House

500 Merits
Alex Winter, Georgia Barratt , Lewis Bateman-
Curtis, Owen Davies and Tara Davies (all in 
Year 8) George Alaia, Tilly Scotthorne, Nicholas 
Serjeant (all in Year 9) Judah Bellard-Merivale, 
Harrison Slee, Daniella Morgan and Arthur 
Wood (all in Year 10)

1000 Merits
Kiara Clarke  (Year 9)

Raleigh House

500 Merits
Harry Hatherell, Holly Hearn, Laura Comer, 
Lewis Elston (all in Year 9) Jack Leyster, Jack 
Milward (all in Year 10) Alex Knight (Year 11)

750 Merits
Jake Chapman (Year 10) Amy Fletcher (Year 11)

Fortescue House

500 Merits
Mia Beattie, Zoe Foster (in Year 8) Hadeel Abed, 
Lilli Brown, Jordan Choules, Zoe Fletcher, 
Charles Liu, Lucy Palmer, Samantha Phillips, 
Luke Thomas, Adam Ward, Jack Winter (all in 
Year 9) George Barrow (Year 10) Holly Wheeler  
(Year 11)

750 Merits
Chloe Bousted (Year 9) India Dunkley, Oliver 
Bushnell (Year 10)

Drake House
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500 Merits
Poppy Cooper, Kai Crosby, Christopher Cullen, 
William Figes, Josie Griffin, Benjamin Harris, 
Luke Kinsman, Lydia Macree, Caitlin Ellis, 
Sarah Newby Gonzalez, Jacob Walker, Drew 
Williams (all in Year 8) Ellie Mclaughlin, 
Harriet Slate (in Year 9) Katie Fanning, Cydney 
O’Brien, Kirsty Tucker (in Year 10)

750 Merits
Kai Crosby (Year 8) Aimee Sandwell, Paige 
Unstead, Isabella Waldron (in Year 10)

1000 Merits
Toby Ruhleman (Year 10)

Indianna 
Jones
(English 
Teacher)

I was born in 
Barnstaple 
hospital in 

1988, and grew 
up in Appledore, 
a fishing village 
near Bideford, 
with a big brother 
called Ben and a 
little sister called 
Polly, who I am 
very close to; 

I now live in Bideford with my partner Paul. I am 
a true Appledore maid, having lived in the same 
house until I went to university, and my childhood 
is full of fond memories of jumping off the quay, 
crabbing, and attempting to ‘drop in’ at the skate 
park, with friends that I am still close to today.

As a teenager, I worked for 6 years at Sylvester’s 
fish and chip shop. The owner, Claude, is a 
true eccentric – working there was definitely 
an experience! I went to the school formally 
known as Edgehill College (now Kingsley School, 
Bideford) and did my A Levels (English language, 
art, psychology and philosophy) at North Devon 
College, before going to Cardiff University to study 
an English language degree. 

I love Cardiff as it is a fun, vibrant city with a lot 
going on, but is small enough to feel familiar, and 
the people are so lovely. I also loved my degree, 
which turned me into the grammar freak I am 
today! I decided to train as a teacher because I 
think young people are creative, funny and at a 
special time in their lives, and it’s a privilege to 
be part of that. I trained at Exeter University and 

qualified in 2012.

I get asked a lot about my name. My parents were 
ridiculous enough to call me Indianna Jones. They 
claimed throughout my childhood that they had 
never seen the films and weren’t aware of their 
error, something I believed in blissful ignorance 
until I overheard my Dad laughing about it with a 
friend…I have got very used to having the theme 
tune sung at me over the years, and have been 
known to dress up as the character for various 
Halloween/New Year’s Eve events. It’s a great 
conversation starter and no one ever forgets me – 
although I can’t work out if that’s a good or a bad 
thing! 

What does Christmas mean to me? Family, 
friends, food, Christmas jumpers, music, food, 
games, lazy days, food. And probably some more 
food. 

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite pastime/hobbies: Reading 
(obviously); trying to understand politics; 
occasional exercise; correcting grammatical errors 
in my head pretty much all the time. 
Favourite book: Not the most sophisticated 
answer for an English teacher, but Harry Potter will 
always win for me.

Favourite music: The answer to this changes 
daily. Oasis, Blur, Jurassic 5, cheesy 90s pop, 
Marvin Gaye, Haim, Daft Punk, Jackson 5, Whitney 
Houston, The Libertines, Sublime, The Who, Jungle, 
Hozier…I could go on. 

Favourite film: Stepbrothers.
Childhood hero: Roald Dahl: “If you have good 
thoughts they will shine out of your face like 
sunbeams and you will always look lovely.”

Three famous people I would like to meet: 
Gandhi; Dr Seuss; Carol Ann Duffy.
Your best teacher and why: My art teacher 
Mr Dickenson, because he made an effort to 
understand me as an individual and a person. 
Your biggest regret: I don’t think it’s helpful to 
hold on to the past in a negative way, so I try not 
to regret but to learn. 

Your proudest achievement to date: Passing 
my driving test, because it’s the thing I struggled 
with the most - 10th time lucky. I’m nothing if not 
resilient. 

The most important thing you have ever 
learned: You never stop learning and you never 
know it all. The world is full of exciting things and 
interesting people that can teach you something 
new every day. 

Teachers are interesting people too!



Maths Support
There are various support sessions in maths that have been well attended this 
term.

Maths twilight is available every Thursday 3.30-4.30 in Room 33 for students 
who wish to receive additional support in maths. 

Alternatively there is a maths homework support session on Thursday 
lunchtimes in room 31. Some of our gifted and talented students have also 
been attending sessions on Tuesday with Mr Rawlinson where they are receiving 
support on advanced maths problems from the UKMT Mathematical Olympiad.

Upcoming Maths Dates
Key Stage 3 Maths Challenge week takes place in lessons during 14th - 17th 
December 2015.  Students take part in a variety of Maths Challenges in their 
Maths lessons.

Year 9 Finance Week takes place in lessons during 8th - 12th February 2016.

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge for selected students in Years 9-11 
takes places on Thursday 4th February 2016.

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge (Years 7-8) Thursday 28th April 2016.

Maths New York Trip
Our New York Maths trip is in July 2016, please ensure you keep up with the 
payment instalments.

Christmas Maths Puzzle
Each of the four pictures in the grid below 
represents a different number.

The totals of the pictures in some of the 
rows and columns are shown.
Work out the value of each of the four 
pictures and then work out the value of the 
question mark.

Photos of our maths twilight session

Our world of Maths

Maths 
puzzle of 
the Week

Our weekly maths puzzle competition 
continues to run this term. Students can find 
the puzzle on the maths section of the VLE, 
then submit their entry to the box in room 37 
by the end of the week for a chance of winning 
the prize.

Winners so far this term have been:

Luke Kinsman 8CM
Taylor James Brown 7PS
Toby Ruhleman 10RP
Jacob Burton-Gray 8LK
Liam Smale 8EE
Skye Pirie 7PS
Kirsty Kingdom 8LK
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Ryan Lewin
(new Head of Geography)

I was born in Bristol and began my life there, 
but moved to North Devon at the age of 11 
and went to school down here.  I have always 

been interested in Geography and studied it, 
with other A Levels, at North Devon College, now 
Petroc. 

 I went to University in Bristol, taking a degree in 
Geography.  At University I met my wife, aged 18, 
and we have been together ever since.  After our 
degrees we worked and lived in Toronto, Canada, 
and travelled around the USA on Greyhound 
buses.  We then returned to the UK, and Bristol, 
where I trained as a teacher and worked for two 
years before, again, going abroad. 

We travelled across South America to get to 
New Zealand where I worked in a boy’s school in 
Auckland, teaching the younger cousins of Jonah 
Lomu and other All Black stars.  We eventually 
headed home again via South East Asia.  Since 
then I have been teaching in a large school in 
Bristol, for the last five years I have been an 
assistant head teacher.  

I have three children, I love walking and running 
in the countryside and just generally being outside 
or on the beach.

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies:  Cooking then 
walking/running/cycling to burn off the calories…

Favourite Book: The Lord of the Rings

Favourite Music: Something with good lyrics and 
a guitar…

Favourite Film: Love Actually

Childhood Hero:  Michael Palin or Gary Lineker

Three Famous people you would like to meet:  
Dylan William, Ted Wragg and A.S. Neill

Your best teacher and why: Mr Patterson.  He 
probably got me into Geography because he had a 
dry sense of humour.
Your biggest regret: Life is too short for 
regrets…I think…

Your proudest achievement to date: Apart 
from the births of my children, probably getting an 
MA in Education.

The most important thing you have ever 
learned:  Apart from that being happy comes from 
accepting what you have...that in the classroom 
learning and progress look different for everyone 
and are not easy to see or measure…

Teachers are interesting people too!

UNCOVER HIGHER 
EDUCATION
Fifteen Year 10 students attended an initial 
session with Student Ambassadors from Exeter 
University on Thursday 12th November 2015. This 
is a programme that runs through out the year, 
providing students with an insight into University 
life.

A further session for Year 11 students was held on 
8th December and for Year 10 students on 10th 
December.

Contact Details

Has your phone number, email 
address or home address changed 
recently?

Have you let us know?

We are sending information to parents/carers more 
often by text and email, so it is important that 
we hold your latest contact information.  Please 
ensure that you keep us up to date.



Year 7 finished on a very high note for over 150 students who joined their 
tutors and other staff on the Torquay residential. 

The pupils enjoyed a wide range of activities including abseiling, climbing, 
Jacob’s ladder, quad biking, kayaking, and the giant zip wire. The students 
also enjoyed a team challenge competition on the first night which focused 
on team work and communication skills and a Hawaiian Disco on the 
second night. The pupils behaviour was exemplary and the positive manner 
in which they faced up to the challenges and supported each other was 
excellent and bodes well for their future as a year group. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students and staff for 
their hard work in ensuring that the Residential sent students off for the 
summer holidays with a smile on their face. 

Year 7 Torquay Residential
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Tracy Isaac
(HR/Personnel Officer)

I come from Bideford and attended Bideford 
School from 1979-1985.  I always loved Art 
and PE and was convinced that I would train 

as a PE Teacher one day.  I ended up training in 
Business and Administration at North Devon College 
for a variety of reasons but ironically ended up in a 
school eventually anyway!

I have a passion for ballet after completing training 
for many years, but, never had the confidence 
to move away from home to take it to the next 
stage.  Now, I watch the classic ballets such as 
“The Nutcracker”, “Swan Lake” and “Coppelia” and 
express my love of dance in drawings.

Since I was young I can remember drawing and 
being creative but didn’t do anything more than 
pass my O Level in Art at sixteen until I enrolled 
on a Foundation Degree in Illustration at aged 38.  
The course lasted four long years and forced me 
to look at various forms of art, other than pencil 
drawing.  I now produce mosaics, mixed media and 
batik inspired work.  I have been lucky enough to 
sell many pieces and a lady from London paid £350 
for a mosaic when I had an exhibition of my work in 
Barnstaple in 2012.

My favourites will always include either dance 
or animals as subjects and are usually pencil 
drawings combined with watercolour.  I have 
recently experimented with pattern work and take 
inspiration from the art form Zentangle.

My other passion is caring for wildlife.  Over the 
years I have raised a baby rabbit that was bitten 
by a rat, numerous birds that have been taken by 
cats, mice, guinea pigs, hedgehogs and ducklings.  
I am the very proud owner of 5 ducks, four baby 
hedgehogs, two cats, several fish and one guinea 
pig.  I would love to look after a squirrel or hatch 
some more ducklings but I think my husband might 
leave home first!

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: Rescuing wildlife 
and art.
Favourite Book: A Christmas Carol “Charles 
Dickens”.
Favourite music: Very mixed, but I do love Nina 
Simone.
Favourite Film: Wuthering Heights and the Muppet 
Christmas Carol.
Childhood Hero: Any Dancer.

Three Famous People I’d like to meet: Margot 
Fontein, Audrey Hepburn, Elvis Presley.

My Best Teacher and Why:  Any of my PE 
teachers because I loved sports.

My Biggest Regret: Not going to a London Ballet 
school when given the opportunity, or going to Art 
School.

My Proudest Achievement to Date: Apart from 
marriage and children it would be graduating with a 
foundation degree in Illustration after 4 years part-
time.

The Most Important Thing I’ve Learned: If you 
are not happy, try something to change it.

Staff are interesting people too!



PEER MENTORS
Students who wish to be a 
Peer Mentors apply in writing 
at the end of Year 9 after 
a special assembly and, if 
selected, attend a one day 
training course at Grosvenor 
Church. 

When they start Year 10 
they work in small teams to 
organise games and activities 
for the new year 7’s in 
the Gym. They can offer a 
listening ear too and can help those year 7 students who are not finding transition as easy as others. The 
Mentors also learn new skills and how to plan and work in teams and are rewarded with certificates that 
show commitment and responsibility.  Many past Peer Mentors have shown their certificates at College 
interviews. 

More often than not it is the Peer Mentors who gain the most from this scheme.

The photo above shows this year’s Year 10 student mentors who are: Ionia Green, Sophie Dyke, Grace 
Quinn, Sammy Foster, James Simpson, Maddie Pounds, Heather Nicholls, Megan Young, Leanne 
Phillips, Maddie Hamilton-Mudge, Shannon Wayborn, Emily Brooks, Katie Whitehand, Georgia 
Messinger (not in photo), Pepper Bray (not in photo).

    MENTORS CELEBRATE 10TH ANNIVERSARY
On Tuesday 29th September 2015 
The Learning Mentor Team at Park 
Community School celebrated 
their 10th Anniversary.

The mentoring team was first 
established in September 2005 
as part of a developing Pastoral 
support team. Although personnel 
have occasionally changed, 
the ethos of the team and the 
uniqueness of the role remain 
consistent. The team members 
(pictured L to R) are currently 
Lisa Barton, Nick Howells, Kim 
Scott, Nick Kingdom-Krusezwski.
 
The main functions for Learning 
Mentors are to raise standards, 
promote social inclusion and help pupils overcome barriers to learning. 

Mentors usually work one to one with groups of up to fifteen. Group work is run according to need. Pupils 
are referred by Heads of Houses via a weekly Care Meeting.

Mentors work in a complementary way alongside teaching staff and establish positive working 
relationships with many parents.

Many students have told us that it is having a positive one to one relationship with a supportive adult 
that has helped them most to overcome their barriers to learning, grow in confidence and resilience and 
achieve more in school.

Mentors

10.          Park News Christmas 2015



www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk          11. 

Year 10 Bude Residential

One hundred and fifty Year 10 students spent a 
very successful first week of KS4 at the nationally 
acclaimed Adventure International site in Bude. The 
purpose of the week is to raise pupils’ confidence 
by encouraging them to a series of challenges 
which through cooperation and team work they are 
able to overcome. This is a very powerful message 
at the start of such an important phase of their 
education.

The activities undertaken included:

 body boarding, climbing, 
kayaking, canoeing, 

mountain boarding, surfing, 
and the team trail course with the infamous ‘dunk 
tank’. The pupils consistently stepped up to the 
mark and received very positive feedback from 
their group leaders on their capacity to challenge 
themselves.

The evening activities were also very successful, 
the fancy dress disco was again well supported with 
some amazingly imaginative and creative costumes 
on display, whilst the 5 aside football tournament 
was keenly contested, and the Karaoke revealed 
some interesting singers!

The final awards disco was again a highlight with 
Group F (Charlotte Payne, Alice Dobbs, Olivia 
Roscoe, Jake Stapleton, Lucy Rawlinson, 
Rebecca Cassinelli, Connor Hair, Ben 
Cattermole, Samantha Foster, Daisy Bayliss, 
Rory Hunter, and Dan Robbins)  coming out as 
the overall winners of the week.  

The individual award winners were Joker award 
Grace Quinn, Lucy Gibbs, and Jack Wilkinson, 
The bottle award was Nalani Whitely, Jamie 
Gibson and Dylan Bradford. The Super star 
awards were Isabella Waldrom, Flo Moore, and 
Jasper Locke.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
staff who gave up their time to ensure that the 
residential continues to be a real highlight of the 
Park School experience. 

September 2016 Residential
Pupils in Year 9 are currently signing up for the 
September 2016 residential and we are still able to 
take deposits either online via wisepay or through 
pupil reception.



Year 9  - Rivers Fieldwork
At the beginning of October, the whole of Year 9 took part in fieldwork following the River Lyn from source 
to mouth. The fieldwork gave the students the opportunity to see the processes and landforms they had 
been learning about in class, providing them with first hand knowledge of the impacts of the 1952 flood, 
and understanding of how the village has changed since then. This information was then used in the 
assessment they completed at the end of October. 

We even managed to escape the rain this year so maybe Mrs Blair’s bad weather curse is finally giving up!

Year 8 Environmental Olympiad  July 2015
In the summer term, Year 8 once again took part in 
this annual event. In teams, students investigated local 
issues, focussing on Lundy Island, Coastal Defences and 
Coastal Development, before presenting their findings. 

The winning team from each class then competed in the 
school final in front of judges (Mr Atton, Mrs Graham, 
Mr Canham and Mr David Weatherly) in an attempt to 
win a digital camera each.  As ever, the standard was 
incredibly high, and all students should be congratulated 
on their efforts. 

This year’s winners were from teaching group ‘I’ – well 
done to Maya Lewis 9AY and Zoe Fletcher 9KV.

Winners Maya Lewis 9AY and Zoe Fletcher 9KV with David Weatherly 
(Devon Advisor for Geography)

Students at Hillsford Bridge, studying 
the v-shaped valley and high bridge.

Enjoying a well earned break at 
Watersmeet! 

Sketching the confluence at Watersmeet – 
in glorious sunshine!

Enjoying a well earned break at 
Watersmeet! 

Time for a break in Lynmouth before 
heading back to school.  Charlie Taylor 
9RL, Frankie Hutchings 9JP, Brandon 
Lace 9KV, Brandon Webber 9 KV (and 
photobombed by Luke White 9AY!)

Students are split into smaller groups 
to go and see the waterfall.

The boulder field before we get to 
Lynmouth provides evidence that a 
major flood happened here – lots of 
rocks that were moved by the river and  
all the trees are the same age!

Time for a break in Lynmouth before 
heading back to school. Harry 
Hatherell 9AY, Brandon Dead 9AY, 
Brandon Hill 9AY

Our world of Geography
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Rome & Sorrento 
15th-18th July 2015.
This was an amazing trip, which was fully 
enjoyed by all! Aimed at Year 10 and 
11 Geography and History students, to 
support and enhance the learning that 
takes place at GCSE in both subjects. The 
trip itinerary included visiting:-

•	 Trevi Fountain – Rome
•	 Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore
•	 Ancient Forum
•	 Colosseum
•	 Pantheon
•	 Sorrento
•	 Mount Vesuvius
•	 Pompeii
•	 Solfatara

The weather for the whole trip was 
glorious sunshine, but ridiculously hot – it hit 40 degrees on our final day, and we all learned the value of 
air conditioning!  As always the students did us proud, and to quote one student “That was the best 
school trip I have ever been on”!

We are now starting to plan the next trip, which will be 19th-22nd July 2017. For more information see 
Mrs Goodman or Mr Cuthbertson!



Year 11 Fieldwork to 
Westward Ho!
At the beginning of this term, Year 11 students 
participated in a day of fieldwork to collect data for 
their Geography controlled assessment, which this year 
was based on the impacts of tourism, and is worth 
15% of their GCSE grade. They worked hard, and have 
now completed the piece of work that was based on 
their data. We also all enjoyed the Hockings ice cream!

Year 10 GCSE Students
In December Year 10 GCSE Geography students will 
undertake their first field trip of the course, with the 
focus being on Population and Rural Settlements. As 
this took place after ‘going to print’ details and photo’s 
will follow on the next Park News!

In February there will be an opportunity for Gifted and 
Talented Geographers in Year 8  to undertake a visit to 
extend the curriculum – further details to follow soon!

History - World War 
One Battlefields Trip
As part of the First World War Centenary 
the Institute for Education has invited two 
pupils and a member of staff from every 
school in the country to take advantage of 
their Battlefield Tours Programme. On the 
first weekend in October Mr. Cuthbertson 
took two boys from the Year 9 Gifted and 
Able group, Brendon Chadwick and 
Alex Spear, to participate in this event 
with pupils and teachers from twelve 
other schools in Devon and Cornwall.

Brendon and Alex visited historical sites and cemeteries across Belgium and France to gain a better 
understanding of the events that occurred during the war and reflect on the experiences and sacrifices 
that were made by both men and women of this generation. The highlight of their experience was 
researching a soldier from Barnstaple before visiting his grave to pay condolences and remembering his 
sacrifice during the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate memorial in Ypres, Belgium.

Pupils of the Half term 

Year 7 - Paris Sharp: Miss Hockin says Paris has an excellent attitude to learning. She is always 
volunteering when she is not sure she is correct. She keeps persevering with all her work and is happy to 
make amendments and additions to improve.

Year 8 - Koby Tanton: Mr Cuthbertson says Koby is always enthusiastic and gives it his best. He has 
sought me out many times to discuss homework at lunchtimes and shows great determination to achieve 
all he can.

History
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Year 9 - Harriet Slate:  Mr Cuthbertson 
says Harriet is a very mature student who 
has a great attention to detail. She works 
hard in lessons and continues to progress 
in history at an incredible rate.

Year 10 - Samantha Foster: Mr Blannin 
says Samantha has made an exemplary 
start to her GCSE studies. Her work is 
always completed to the best of her 
ability. She uses evidence very well to 
support her arguments and always learns 
with a smile on her face. 

Year 11 - Ben Williams: Miss Hockin 
says Ben has been working very hard. 
He shows a great attitude to learning by 
completing all work well and asking for 
help when he is not 100% sure.  

KS3
We have had a very busy term in the History Department. Our Year 7’s have been learning the skills they 
need as ‘time lords’ through our ‘Dr Who’ themed skills module. We have been really impressed by the 
enthusiasm and positivity they have shown towards their studies and really hope they have enjoyed their 
first term as Park Historians. They will start their historical journey by studying the Neolithic revolution 
before moving through the Roman period to the Saxons and the Norman Conquest of 1066.
Year 8 pupils have been learning about the Tudors and in particular the problems and challenges each 
Tudor monarch faced. They will move on to look at Slavery and then the Industrial Revolution. 

Students in Year 9 are focusing upon the 20th century. They have investigated Scott’s expedition to the 
South Pole and the Sinking of the Titanic. They are moving on to study WW1 and so we have organised an 
opportunity for 100 pupils to visit the Imperial War museum and the London Dungeons after Christmas. At 
the Imperial War museum pupils will focus upon the WW1 exhibit whilst the London Dungeons involves a 
live action tour through the History of London incorporating many aspects of public health which form part 
of our GCSE Medicine Through Time Module. 

As always we would like to thank parents and carers for their support with the KS3 homework projects. 
The standards and efforts of so many of the pupils never cease to enthuse and inspire us as teachers. 

KS4 
Year 10 pupils have commenced their GCSE by 
studying Medicine Through Time. This involves studying 
developments in the approach to medicine and health 
from the Roman period to the 20th Century. Pupils have 
responded well to the increased demands placed upon 
them at KS4 and we look forward to seeing them continue 
to develop as Historians. For the Year 11s time is moving 
quickly. Pupils have been encouraged to begin their 
individual revision programme, firstly for the Germany 
mock but also recapping the Medicine Through Time work 
they did in Year 10. 

We will begin the department revision programme in 
January and will also be running intervention programmes 
for pupils with particular learning challenges. Should you 
have any questions on how you may support your son/
daughter please do not hesitate to contact their class 
teacher. 

L to R Samantha Foster (10EG); Harriet Slate (9LI); Paris Sharp (7CT); Ben Williams (11PR); 
Koby Tanton (8CM).

L to R Sam Rowe; Fletcher Robinson; Max Rumble; Tom Gray; 
Harry Trantham; Natalia Yelland; Dan Robbins.

History



Languages Are Important At Park

Languages Week
2015 saw the return 
of Languages Week.  
Students answered 
registers in Polish, 
French, German, 
Italian, Spanish and 
Portuguese.  

A number of students completed the Lunchtime Quiz 
Quest and won prizes for doing so.  

Miss Harvey hosted a Flamenco Taster Session in her 
room during the week, which went down incredibly well 
with all who attended.  One participant known only as 
Mr Hortonioli was heard to comment he would give the 
session “a nine!”.  

Students learnt about different cultures and languages in tutor time via quizzes, videos and the 
experiences of staff.  Madame Duthuit, Mademoiselle Upsdale and Herr Hargrave dropped into house 
assemblies sharing their tales how and why they learnt languages, and encouraging students to persevere 
with their language learning. 

Year 9 Spanish
Year 9 Spanish students have been working on video blogs on the topic of holidays and have produced 
some fantastic results. We have seen everything from monologues to talking rabbits, elephants and 
amazing rapping and singing. 

The recently formed Spanish Society run by Miss Gonzalez is going to be practising a Spanish carol to sing 
in the Christmas concert. 

Plans are also in hand for a theatre visit and languages day in French and Spanish for Year 9. 

Food Technology - 
Future Chef 2016
As usual students were keen to participate in the 
school heats of Future Chef 2016.   We had a strong 
field which resulted in a school final of eleven students.

Tom Burnage, Dylan Barton from Y9; Madison 
Pounds,  Nalani Whiteley, Olivia Sayer, Chris 
Cohen, Lucas Dee, Ester Shaw, Daniel Robbins, 
Kian Ambrose and Zac Surridge from Y10.  

The latter four represented Park School at the District 
heat at Petroc College having to cook a three course 
meal in two hours.   

All four of them rose to the challenge and were highly 
complimented by the chefs and judges. Unfortunately 
none of our students got through to the next round but 
were all awarded with a place on a students’ catering course in the new year.  

Watch out for all four of them in the future on Masterchef!
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Ian Blundell 
(Maths 
Teacher)

I was born in 
Welwyn Garden 
City, Hertfordshire 

and lived in the 
same house until I 
went to University 
in Southampton at 
the age of 19. I had 
been to St.Albans 
School surprisingly 
in St.Albans to study 
and complete my O 
levels and 1 GCSE (In 
accounting - Not quite sure how that happened!), 
as whilst I moved from year 11 to year 12  the 
Government scrapped the ‘O’ level in favour of 
the new, much critiqued GCSE. I sailed through 
my maths ‘A’ level and stuttered over the line 
with my chemistry but did enough to gain a 
place at university to read Civil Engineering. One 
amazing fact about my school is that it was Steven 
Hawkings’ old school. He is possibly the greatest 
British mathematician of all time if you factor in 
the sheer adversity he has had to deal with in his 
personal life. Another amazing fact is that I didn’t 
find this out until I was composing an application to 
do my maths PGCE , 24 years after I left school. I 
cannot think why his picture and his achievements 
weren’t adorned in every foyer and on every wall 
in my old school as he has to be one of life’s great 
role models.

Having partied, slept, mountaineered and 
windsurfed through University I gained my degree 
in Civil Engineering but knew it wasn’t the career 
for me. So in order to think what my vocation 
should be I took the summer off to become a 
watersports instructor……4 years later I joined 
Hertfordshire Police!

I spent nearly 17 years as a Copper and loved 
virtually every minute. I spent my whole time 
in uniform and had some memorable if nerve-
wracking moments arresting suspects, assisting 
victims and dealing with some pretty traumatic 
incidents. I was a member of the police support 
unit (riot squad) so worked at animal rights 
demonstrations, football games, illegal raves 
and the like. As a young man I couldn’t have 
found a better job as it was exciting, active and 
rewarding. For the last 7 years I was a Sergeant 
and worked in the custody suite, on shifts and with 
the neighbourhood team where I had the honour 
to show Prime Minister Gordon Brown around my 
beat just prior to the 2010 election, which he lost!  
Another fantastic event to be involved with was the 

London Olympics and torch relay. Working as a 
police officer was brilliant as the public were so 
supportive, good natured and happy. 

I moved to Devon in 2010 with my wife and 
family to taste life by the sea and decided to 
change my career to be at home more for my 
young family. I studied at Exeter University 
and completed a Post Graduate Certificate in 
Education. One of my placements was Park and 
I was pleased when I saw a job vacancy last 
year in the maths department. 

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: Winter 
– Snowboarding and skiing,  Summer – 

Mountaineering and watersports.

Favourite Book: I don’t have much time to read 
for fun but I am currently enjoying ‘The mystery of 
Mallory and Irvine’ the true story of two men who 
disappeared metres from the summit of Mt Everest 
in 1924. No-one knows if they reached the summit!

Favourite music: If I’m honest its 1980’s rock 
such as Marillion, Queen and Simple Minds, but I 
know that’s not cool.

Favourite Film: Point Break with Keanu Reeves

Childhood Hero: Sir Ranulph Fiennes – the 
famous explorer. I would recommend a read of 
his autobiography, especially the bit where he 
hacksaws his own frostbitten fingers off! His life 
and stories defy belief.

Three Famous People I’d like to meet: Sir 
Ranulph Fiennes, George Mallory and Jonah Lomu.

My Best Teacher and Why:  Mr Byrom who 
taught me maths and took me on some awesome 
school mountaineering expeditions to Scotland and 
The Alps.

My Biggest Regret: Not moving to Devon sooner.

My Proudest Achievement to Date: Cycling the 
100 mile Devon coast to coast with my wife and 3 
children last summer when they were 11, 7 and 6!

The Most Important Thing I’ve Learned: Make 
the most of opportunities when they arise as life 
has a habit of becoming very busy, very quickly.

Teachers are interesting people too!



The Uganda Experience

In October six students from Park School went to 
Uganda to experience a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
In conjunction with the North Devon charity Amigos, 
we travelled to Kira Farm.  This is a training centre to 
provide vocational education for young people that have 
missed out on schooling for a variety of reasons. Kira 
Farm has approximately 40 young Ugandan trainees a 
year, all of whom have grown up in severe hardship. 
Many of the trainees were previously child soldiers for 
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Others are orphans 
who had to leave school to look after younger relatives. 
At Kira Farm, these young people acquire the vocational 
skills, conservation techniques and the self-confidence to 
turn their lives around.

During our visit, we interacted with the Kira trainees 
on a daily basis. It was an eye-opening opportunity for 
the Park Students, in which they experienced life in a 
different culture and some of the hardships associated 
with Uganda. They also learnt about global injustice and 
how we are so privileged purely as a result of where we 
were born.

Whilst we stayed at Kira Farm, we helped the trainees to 
build two water capture containers for the surrounding 
villages. One will hold 5000 litres of water and the other 
one will contain 2000 litres. These will enable a supply 
of clean water every day for hundreds of local people. 
Previously young children needed to walk for miles 
before and after school to collect (sometimes dirty) water 
in 20 litre containers. Can you imagine a Year 7 carrying 
20 litres of water twice a day? Some of our students 
struggled to pick the containers up.

On our second day in Uganda it was Jack Tighe’s 
16th Birthday. We went to a performance of traditional 
Ugandan music and dancing. Jack was fortunate enough 
to be invited onto the stage and presented with a 
birthday cake, which was then shared with the entire 
audience after approximately 200 people sang Happy 
Birthday to him. Jack then joined in with the African 
drumming!

“Uganda was an amazing experience for 
me, we had a really great time out there, 
the people were so friendly, welcoming 
and also loving. Every day we saw the 
trainees they always had a smile on their 
faces and were happy to be there and 
happy to see us.
Uganda was very eye opening for me. 
It is so different! We have everything 
and there they have nothing. What we 
have as essentials is what they have as 
luxuries. 

I truly enjoyed being there. If I could 
ever go back I would, I definitely 
recommend it!”	

Libby Smith, 11JS.

“Uganda has been an 
amazing experience that 
will stay with me for a 
long time. I have learnt so 
much while at the same 
time teaching those less 
fortunate than ourselves. 

I would love to go back 
and continue to help the 
young people of Uganda.”
 
Heather Warner, 11CL

“Today we returned to making the water 
container jars, which the trainees have 
continued to work on since we have 
been away. The day has been amazing 
working with the Ugandans to change the 
circumstances for the ja ja (old man) and 
the village around him” a short passage 
from diary of Nicola Dunkin 11JS



Towards the end of our trip we went north to a town 
called Masindi. We travelled to Murchison Falls National 
Park to go on safari. We went on a river safari, cruising 
up the river Nile towards one of the world’s most 
spectacular waterfalls. Within the first 5 minutes of the 
river safari we saw a big Bull Elephant, which was less 
than 10 metres away from us. It was amazing! We also 
saw lots of Hippos and Crocodiles. It was an early start 
the following morning because we needed to catch the 
first ferry (7am) to go on our Game Drive. Here we saw 
Giraffes, Hyenas, Antelope, Elephants, a variety of Birds, 
Monkeys, Warthogs and lots of other animals.

On a more serious note, one of the reasons that we went 
to Uganda was to visit the tree planted in memory of 
Miss Bluett. She was dedicated to supporting Amigos for 
many years. We took a plaque in her memory to go with 
her tree. (Thank you to Miss Brierley and Andy Cockbill 
for making this).

Our final day was emotional for the trainees and our 
students, as no one wanted to come home. We have only 
mentioned a snapshot of our two weeks in Uganda as 
we could not possibly fit everything that we did in one 
newsletter. 

Finally, thank you and well done to the students involved. 
Everyone who worked with us commented on how 
brilliant and polite our students were and they were a 
pleasure to be around. These six students are a credit to 
themselves and our school.

Overall it was an excellent and thoroughly enjoyable 
experience for all who took part, both staff and students. 
We had a lot of laughs, some amazing food and an 
incredible time!

Hopefully see you soon to start preparing for Uganda 
2017!

Miss Wadham and Mr Ratcliffe.

“My time in Uganda was amazing! 
I especially enjoyed seeing all the 
animals on our safaris. I was really 
shocked by how little the people 
have, we visited an old lady who had 
a tiny house with only 3 jerrycans for 
water and some dried mushrooms on 
the floor. It was shocking to see how 
she lived, with so little to live in and 
eat. 

I was also amazed by how friendly 
the people were, always waving 
and saying ‘Hello’ to you no matter 
how difficult it is to live. When we 
helped build the water jar the ‘Ja Ja’ 
(a respectful term for the elderly) 
that we were building it for was 
excessively grateful for our help, 
seeing this really hit home how little 
these people have”      

Ben Clarke 10MR

“The trip was fantastic! It really was 
a once in a lifetime experience. I feel 
as if we have helped change people’s 
lives for the better and I have met 
some brilliant people who I will never 
forget. Overall, amazing people, 
emotional stories with uplifting 
outcomes.” 

James Sahin 11PS



Gallipoli Centenary Project
15 of our Gifted and Talented Artists in Year 11 were given a rare opportunity to attend a three day Art 
workshop to create an art installation for the North Devon Museum. The artwork will be installed into the 
new refurbished WW1 Gallery later on this month.  Jane Churchill was the resident artist who inspired the 
project.  Jane said: “The students really grasped the emotional impact of the losses and hardships of war 
upon the soldiers and their loved ones. The students researched the Gallipoli conflict from WW1, designed 
their own imaginary worlds and made them with amazing creativity, impressive talent and heartfelt 
emotion.”  

Christmas Card Design Project 
Well done to all of our talented students who have submitted designs for the school Christmas Card 
Competition. The winning designs will be printed and delivered within our school community and beyond. 
Several of our students chose to attend an afterschool workshop to help bring their ideas to life! This 
project was open to all year groups. Meryem Kalaycila 7IB created the winning design and Poppy 
Cooper 8SZ, Kimberley Jump 7IB,  Josie Waite 8 JW will have their designs made into cards for 
fundraising.

Art - Gallipoli Centenary Project
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Our Year 10 Artists and Photographers attended a day trip to Broomhill Art Hotel. The unpredictable 
weather didn’t dampen their spirits as they took full advantage of the beautiful gardens and sculpture. 
This collection of work will inspire the next unit of work after the Christmas holidays. 

Year 10 Expressive Arts London Evening
The Expressive Arts Trip to London was launched this term. This will be the 17th year that we have offered 
this experience to our students. Parents were invited to attend an evening and view photos from last 
year’s trip. Alice Chamings and Trevor Searle gave a very enlightening account of their experience. We 
hope to take 63 Year 10 students for a three day trip of culture in June. 

Boston Tea Party Art Exhibition
The 5th Annual Art Exhibition will open on 3rd December until the end of January at The Boston Tea Party 
Café. Please come and take a look at the work in the gallery space upstairs.

Year 10 Broomhill Art Trip



Congratulations!!! The following students have won an award having entered a photograph 
into the Museum of Barnstaple & North Devon’s annual Heritage Photographic Exhibition. We had an 
incredible response to the competition this year and we are delighted to see six of our students have their 
work selected for the exhibition. 

Their work can be seen alongside some of Devon’s most acclaimed photographers at the North Devon 
Museum on The Square until 9th January 2016.
 
•	 Emily Blundell  8LK
•	 Caitlin Ellis   8SZ
•	 Kimberley Jump  7IB
•	 Skye Pirie   7PS
•	 Liam Waters  9CW
•	 Lucy Wells	 9AV

Kilve Court – Luscious Landscapes Art Residential 
Workshop
The following Year 8 students have gained a place on the Luscious Landscapes Art Residential at Kilve 
Court which will take place between 4th – 6th December. We are sure that they will have a very special 
and memorable time working alongside the artist Sara Downham-Lotto.
Trinity Beauchamp, Daisy Peckham, Lydia Macree, Morgan Powe, Sarah Newby Gonzalez, 
Maeylee lewis, Katie Purvis, Bethany Forster, Flo Kilham.

Art - Photography Competition

Bethany Forster Caitlin Ellis Emily Blundell

Kimberley Jump
Lucy Wells

Liam Waters - Winner

Skye Pirie 

Liam Waters - Winning photo
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Fairground Trip 17th September 
This year we have launched a new GCSE in Photography. The Barnstaple Fair provided a perfect 
opportunity to source images for our first project. The GCSE photographers spent an afternoon taking 
photographs of the rides and fairground workers. Their homework involved taking photographs of the fair 
at night! 

Pall Mall Art Exhibition
Matthew Binmore is interviewed by a TV company in The Pall Mall 
Galleries on Trafalgar Square in London. His work was selected by a panel 
of art specialists and was exhibited as part of the National Students’ Art 
Exhibition in the summer. Well done Matt!

Work Experience  - Playground Art 
Well done to James Sahin and Kizzi Stone both in 11PH who designed and painted some fabulous art 
work for the playground at Landkey Primary School. The images related directly to each of the class 
names in the school. The students now know exactly where to line up in the playground!! 



Danielle Gillard
(PE Teacher)

I was a Christmas baby born on 30th December 
at Exeter hospital. I went to the local primary 
and secondary school, where I stayed on for 

Sixth Form to study PE, Theatre Studies, Media and 
Sociology. I then moved to Plymouth for 3 years 
where I completed my degree in Sport and Physical 
Education. Following my degree, I completed my 
teacher-training year at St Luke’s University of 
Exeter.

I have always had a love for sport, starting 
dance at the age of 3 and gymnastics at 4. I was 
fortunate enough to compete at a National level for 
14 years whilst also representing GBR in Portugal 
and Finland. At the age of 18 I was no longer able 
to maintain the commitment needed as I went off 
to University to pursue my dream of teaching. At 
University there was no gymnastics team and as a 
result I was introduced to cheerleading. I competed 
with an elite team and soon got asked to coach the 
University team whilst completing my studies. 

Other sports teams I was involved with at 
school included Netball, Rounders, Badminton, 
Trampolining and Athletics. 

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Pastime/Hobbies: Training, coaching, 
watching, anything gymnastics!

Favourite Book: The Twilight Saga 
Favourite Music: Musicals, Disney, Whitney and 
Westlife.

Favourite Film: This changes often! But currently 
Fast and Furious 7, Armageddon, Rush Hour and Elf 
(love Christmas films!).

Childhood Hero: My mum and my nan. 

Three famous people (alive or dead) I would 
like to meet: Whitney, Bolt and Channing Tatum!
Your Best Teacher and Why: My PE teacher, 
because she only increased my love and enjoyment 
in sport from year 7-13. 
Your Biggest Regret: Not reading enough! 
Spending too long on Where’s Wally books instead 
of reading! 

Your Proudest Achievement to date: My 
Gymnastics career and getting this job!

The Most Important Thing You Have Ever 
Learned: There is no such word as ‘can’t’.

Teachers are interesting people too!

Work Experience With 
North Devon Theatre
Congratulations to Harvey Andrew and 
Sasha Harris who successfully passed the Arts 
Award moderation of their Bronze booklets, on 
Wednesday 11th November. The students did 
their work experience in Year 10 with North 
Devon Theatres. A programme was organised 
to cover all aspects of theatre work which could 
lead to the Bronze Arts Award.

Harvey and Sasha took part in the programme, 
incorporating behind the scenes access to areas 
of work in the Theatres to complete the Bronze 
Arts Award in a week. Both students passed their 
folders with flying colours with the moderator 
expressing an interest to put forward the folders 
as case studies for Arts Award nationwide!
 
Jackie, the moderator said: “Excellent, rich, 
diverse and high quality arts experiences for 
young people, seamlessly combining Bronze 
with Work Experience. Young people are very 
positive about the structure, support and whole 
experience.” 

Serena Thomas - Work Experience 
Coordinator
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During October Year 11 GCSE Business students visited award winning businesses to carry out research 
and interviews for their Controlled Assessment. The focus was on the location of the business and the 
businesses were chosen as they had all won awards yet appeared not to be in the best location for 
success.

Chef Mark Dodson was interviewed by two groups 
about the suitability of the location of his Michelin 
starred pub and restaurant, The Masons Arms at 
Knowstone. The restaurant, located on Exmoor, 
has held a Michelin star for eleven consecutive 
years. Students learned that the Mason’s Arms is 
still the village pub but attracts a wide range of 
customers, locally and from across the country, for 
the restaurant.

Two other groups interviewed Sue Johns from John’s 
at Instow. This award winning supermarket also has 
premises at Appledore and is planning to open in 
a third location. John’s at Instow and the shop at 
Appledore have won the Farm Shop and Deli Retailer 
of the Year Award. Students were impressed at how 
the small business operates as a village grocery 

store and post office but also caters for the tourist and specialist food market.

Students also visited the Milky Way and interviewed Trevor 
Stanbury. They discovered the difficulties of running a family 
attraction since the restrictions about taking students out of 
school for holidays have been more tightly enforced. Trevor 
showed students the new restaurant, the Pre schoolers 
Paradise area and the new Wedding venue. The Milky Way 
has won the award for North Devon’s Top Day Out with the 
Kids 2012, 2013 and 2014.

All three businesses emphasised the importance of social 
media and the internet to communicate and inform 
customers about events and maintain a high profile to 
attract customers to travel to the business.

The students were very impressed with the time that Mark 
and Sarah Dodson, Sue Johns and Trevor Stanbury gave up 
to talk to them and answer their questions.

Serena Thomas - Business Coordinator

GCSE Business



Suzanne Howard
(Higher Level TA/Assistant to 
SENDCo)

I was born in Clifton Bristol, but grew up in North 
Devon.  At the age of 4 my family moved to 
Woolacombe. I was lucky enough to enjoy living 

by the sea through all the seasons. I loved to sit 
on a rock and watch the waves crashing onto the 
shore in the winter storms, and listen to the sea 
as I went to sleep at night. My grandad, sister and 
I used to search the beach for cuttlefish for his 
budgie, Mickey. I never told him but I was terrified 
of Mickey, especially when my grandad used to let 
him fly around in the lounge. 

After studying at the North Devon College, I trained 
as a nurse at the North Devon District Hospital. I 
particularly enjoyed working on the surgical wards 
as we were always busy removing stitches and 
surgical drains from patients! I must have a gory 
nature!

I have always had a love of horses, as a child I 
would disappear for hours on end and would be 
found watching the horses grazing in the fields.  I 
still have my passion for horses and I am lucky 
enough to have two horses, Fred and William. Fred 
is a 24 year old ex race horse and I have owned 
him for 14 years. William is a 10 year old Irish 
sports horse who’s kept Fred company for the last 
6 months. They have become great friends, and 
they are my babies. 

My Life in Ten Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: Riding my horses, 
cooking, sewing and spending time with my family.

Favourite Book: As a young person I would read 
mainly factual books, particularly on horses, but 
the book that had a big impact on me was the 
Diary of Anne Frank.
Favourite music: I enjoy lots of different genres 
of music, but when I was younger I used to love 
the Beatles, Police, Queen, ELO, and Pink Floyd. I 

Teachers are interesting people too!

am embarrassed to say that my first album was by 
the Bay City Rollers!

Favourite Film: Jungle book and Labyrinth 
because I loved watching this films with my two 
sons.

Childhood Hero: My grandad as he was such a 
special person with strong morals and great advice.

Three famous people I would like to meet: 
Florence Nightingale, William Morris and Cardinal 
Thomas Wolsey.

My Best Teacher and Why: Ms Gill Nelson, she 
was my nurse tutor and she was inspiring and such 
a great role model.

My Biggest Regret: I don’t have any regrets.

My Proudest Achievement to Date: Being a 
mother to my two beautiful sons, Aaron and Kelsey.

The Most Important Thing I Have Ever 
Learned: To treat people as you would like to be 
treated.

FRIENDS OF PARK
The Autumn term has been a good time for 
Friends of Park to consider the fund raising 
opportunities for the 2015/6 school year.

We have supported the Year 7 Treasure Hunt 
which was a great evening for new families.  
The school council asked the Friends of Park to 
help provide additional seating such as benches 
and picnic tables. We are delighted to have 
contributed £3000 to this request and looking 
forward to seeing the students enjoy these in the 
Spring term.

Friends of Park will be organising the 
refreshments at the Christmas Music Concerts 
to help raise funds to support projects for your 
children in 2016.

A date for the diary is Friday 5th February for 
the annual Friends of Park Quiz Night. This is a 
great evening and further details of this event 
will be available in the new year.

We have lots of new ideas for 2016. Friends 
of Park would really appreciate involvement 
and help from other parents; we need new 
committee members and additional parents to 
help at events.  Our next meeting is Monday 
18th January at 7.00pm in the Head Teacher’s 
Office, why not come along and find out more ?
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Drake Activities
Cake Bake Off
On Thursday 22nd October Drake House held their 
annual ‘Bake off’ to raise money for charity. It was 
a fantastic event with a brilliant atmosphere in the 
Drama Hall. 

Despite fierce competition Miss Harvey’s group 
raised the most with £32.47. In total we made 
£152.84. Well done Drake House.

Christmas Shoebox 
appeal
Tracy Own who is the coordinator for the North 
Devon area came and gave an assembly to Drake 
House about the Samaritans’ shoebox appeal. 

All Drake tutor groups have responded and some 
amazing boxes have been put together.

A Royal Encounter
Naliah Ruhleman, Ellie McLoughlin and Maya 
Lewis (all 9AY) met Prince Edward at their old 
primary school (Swimbridge). It was an opportunity 
to show off their smart uniforms and the successes 
they have gone onto achieve at secondary school. 

10SW Charity Success
In July 2015 9SW (now 10SW) held a raffle to win 
a giant purple minion. They managed to raise £65 
for Amigos. Congratulations to Grace Hayward 
(11TC) who won the purple minion and Mr Atton 
who won the small yellow minion.

House Activities

 L TO R: Hannah Atkinson, Maddy Hamilton-Mudge, Chloe Passmore and 
Sophie Boyd



and has been selected to be in the opening 
ceremony of the Ability Games.

Adam Tobin in 10RP achieved Gold in the London 
Opens in September.

Following a successful training camp in October 
Adam flew to Italy with the rest of the GB team 
where they became team champions. Adam 
qualified in 3 events and took the gold medal in all 
3 events which included Pommel and Floor Vault.

Fencing
Jason Dennis in 8JU
I started fencing in March 2015 at the North Devon 
Leisure Centre, my favourite thing about fencing 
is that you need to be 
focused and vigilant.  

My coach Ralph 
selected 2 people 
from the club to enter 
The Devon County 
Junior Foil 2015 under 
13’s competition.  
This competition was 
on the 11th October 
2015, at the Isca 
College of arts in 
Exeter.  As this was 
my first competition 
I felt nervous and 
excited at the same 
time.  There were 10 
competitors in my age 
category from all over 
Devon, some of them 
were very experienced 
and had been fencing for a long time.

It was a long day and I had to play 10 matches, 
some I won some I lost.  I was very pleased with 
the outcome as I came 5th in my age category.

BMX Riding
Caitlin Ellis in 8SZ rides BMX and travels England 
to compete. She is currently 2nd in the 11-12 girls 
within the South West despite the fact that she has 
only been competing for one year. 

She is very passionate about her sport and has a 
bright future. Well done!

Leah Chapple in 9KV is also a competitive BMX 
bike racer, she is South West Champion in her age 
group, and came 2nd in the British Championships. 
She competes in the age group 2 years older than 
her so she is one to watch! She was selected for 
the 2014 World Championships last summer, and 
despite competing with a healing broken wrist still 
came 5th.  Such determination, well done Leah!

Bradey Chugg in 7CT trains 3 times a week 
at the Bideford BMX club, he has competed in 
competitions in Scotland and Italy.  His serious 
training has ranked him 4th in the South West and 
30th nationally!  Well done Bradey!

Horse Riding
Beth Robinson in 7KR came 2nd with her partner 
at the World Mounted Games Association Finals in 
Nottingham on 18th September 2015.

Judo
Izzie-Mae Ambrose in 8SZ attends a Judo class 
at Kingsley School. She has completed in 12 
competitions where she has achieved 5 bronze, 4 
silver and 1 GOLD. Great skills!

Gymnastics
Jessica Matthews in 8NB has been attending 
a Gymnastics class since she was 18 months old 
for Tarka Gymnastics, and has recently competed 
at several national competitions – The National 
Roses Competition, The Chalk Bowl Challenge and 
Spiral Rocks. She brought home 2 individual bronze 
medals, 2 individual silvers and a team trophy. 

She is also involved in coaching younger gymnasts, 

Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom...
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Netball

Taylor Hawkins in 8EE
I first began playing netball when I was 6 1/2 years 
old.  I went along to my mums matches to watch 
her playing netball.  I started Carol Anne Netball 
training at Hi 5 level and train once a week with 
Carol Anne and once a week for County in Exeter.

My biggest achievements are getting into Satellite 
when I was in under 12’s, the following year I was 
chosen for Country trials and was selected. The 
secret of my success is going to watch my mum’s 
netball team every week, I watch them because I 
have gained a lot from them, as they play to a very 
high standard.

The best thing about Park School is that I get to 
play netball for the school and with my friends.    
When I play for the school I feel quite important 
because I do my best to make the school proud of 
our Netball team.

Music
Congratulations to the following students passed 
ABRSM examinations in the summer term:

Charlie Veale 8SZ Grade 2 piano (merit).
Maisie Grant 8MJ Grade 2 clarinet.
Morgan Powe 8MS Grade 2 flute.
Alice Gammons 9MB Grade 2 flute.
Molly Davies 9LI Grade 5 piano (merit).

Swimming

Deborah Roper in 11TC and Emily Bousted 
in 10HU have recently completed their Students 
Swimming Teachers Award.  This is a professional 
qualification with the Swimming Teachers 
Association that they undertook over several 
months working with Aquarius Swimschool.  They 
had to undergo safety training in the water, theory 
coursework and practical teaching with young 
children under the supervision of senior teachers.  
These students are now working towards their 
Swim Teachers Award at 16 years of age where 
they will be able to teach classes on their own.

Paige Unstead in 10LC swam qualifying times for 
the Devon ASA county swimming championships (to 
be held in January/February next year) in 13 out of 
14 events over the past 2 months.

In November, at the Torridgeside swimming club 
championships, she broke a long standing club 
record for the 14 year old girls 200m individual 
medley and did a sponsored swim of 6.8 Miles for 
Torridgeside Swim Club raising over £100.  

She also won Top Girl trophy and got 10 medals at 
Plymouth Live Center with Torridgeside swim club.

Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom...

Taylor pictured with England Netball Player Rosie Allison 

Paige Unstead in full flight!



Music - Devon Choir Champions

Devon Choir Champions to Perform at Exeter Cathedral
At the beginning of term in September the School Choir began work on some pieces to record and 
submit to a Devon Schools Choir Competition.  The competition was run and organised by Musical 
Director Sam Abrahams of LaLachoirs along with CLICsargent Cancer Charity.  1st Prize was to perform 
a 20 minute set at a prestigious Christmas Concert at Exeter Cathedral on the 5th December in front 
of an audience of 750 people.  

Just before half term I received an email explaining that we had got through to the next round, which 
was a ‘Live Final’ in Exeter on the 3rd November.  With this exciting news the choir had an extra 
rehearsal after school on Mon 2nd and then headed to Exeter for the final the following day.

Finalists were whittled down to just two schools Exmouth Community College and The Park. After a 
toss of the coin it was Park that performed first.  The sound the choir produced in the Church was 
impressive with the acoustics of the building really enhancing the overall performance.  The students 
really rose to the occasion and produced a confident engaging performance.  Exmouth Community 
College also produced a solid performance with some intricate harmonies and arrangements. However, 
much to the delight of our students, the judges decided that Park were the winning choir!

The Park School Choir will be performing at Exeter Cathedral on Saturday 5th December 7.30pm. They 
will share the stage with LaLa Choirs and Rebecca Newman a professional Soprano Singer and No.1 
Classical Album Holder.  The Choir have been given a 20 minute slot and will be working hard over the 
next few weeks to learn two more songs and polish their performance. 

Christmas Concert 14th and 15th December
The Christmas Concert will take place as normal on the 14th and 15th December at 7.30pm.   Tickets 
will be £5 adults £3 children.  Festive refreshments will be available at the interval.   This is sure to be 
a fun and entertaining event with some outstanding talent on show including our award winning choir.  
Get tickets early to avoid disappointment. 

GCSE music students attend an incredible concert at 
Powderham Castle, Exeter.
On the 16th October our GCSE students had the opportunity to attend a prestigious music concert held 
in the original Baroque music room at Powderham Castle, Exeter.  The concert was performed by up 
and coming classical flautist Rosie Bowker and established Professional String Quartet ‘Divertimento’.  
It was an excellent opportunity to see some high quality classical music performed in an intimate 
setting.  

Matt Street - Head Of Music
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Gifted And 
Talented 
Drama Day

On Monday 19th October, a 
group of Year 9 thespians from 
Park went on a trip to Pilton 
Community College to take 
part in a gifted and talented 
drama day with students from 
Pilton, Bideford and Braunton 
schools.

The students had a fun and 
active day being taught 
various acting techniques 

by drama professionals, collaborating with others to come up with inventive and creative work. The day 
culminated in students producing and performing their own ‘twisted fairy tales’, which had the audience 
laughing, gasping and applauding!

Mrs Manning

Drama as a tool for change!  
This term both Year 8 and Year 11 have had the opportunity to watch drama performances, especially 
devised by Mr Barber, which gave students the opportunity to think about social issues and be able to 
question their thoughts and opinions.

The focus of the year eight performance was the issue of alcohol.  Once again the performers, drawn from 
the Year 11 GCSE drama group,  were able to capture the year eight audience with a tale that mixed the 
heady cocktail of alcohol and first love.  

The drama over,  the audience began to explore ways that might have kept her away from the 
embarrassing YouTube footage, the threatening violence, hangovers and consequent academic failure. 

We battled with the allure of the Park, alcohol and the older boy; all of which she was strongly advised 
against but found irresistible. Saying “No” at the sensible time was tried but seemed a very improbable 
outcome and impossible for her to achieve.  So it came down to a look or rather a ‘look away’ at the 
crucial moment. Turning her head away was agreed to be a powerful way to disengage in a conversation 
that you feel uncomfortable about. 

The Forum element of the performance was well worked by Year 8. Many gave opinions and suggestions 
as to how Becky might manage this tricky and ultimately damaging situation. Learning was certainly there 
for the taking!

At the time of going to press, the year eleven performance on Unwanted Pregnancy is being devised and 
it is a credit to the students involved that they are able to tackle such sensitive and challenging topics in 
order to benefit the entire cohort. 

Performers include: Joshua Stanhope, Raven Caton, Stanley Wilks, Trevor Searle, Emily Isaac, 
Shana Hutchings, Katy Dewberry, Jasmine Husband, Marta Macialek, Daria Korsak, Olivia 
Edwards.

Mr Barber

Drama - As a tool for change!

Brendon Chadwick 9KV and Tom Cockell 9AY



Shakespeare Schools 
Festival

On Wednesday 18th November 2015 the G.C.S.E 
Drama group took part in the nationally run 
Shakespeare Schools festival. Performing an edited 
version of Hamlet on stage at the Queen’s Theatre 
was both a daunting and exhilarating experience for 
the cast. 

After two months of rigorous rehearsals, the pupils 
were finally able to show off all of their efforts. 

And what a fabulous performance!  

Ella Farrow-Mann played Hamlet with aplomb; 
she conveyed the desperate emotions of Hamlet 
with a quiet assurance on the soliloquies whilst 
giving the audience intense drama in her actions. 
Ellen Manansyah played Ophelia with grace,  
Nathanael Jones was an intimidating Claudius, 
India Dunkley showed Gertrude’s fear expertly, 
Shana Hutchings portrayed the pomposity of 
Polonius, Ionia Green was fearsome as Laertes 
and Fletcher Robinson successfully treaded 
the line between tragedy and comedy to give an 
entertaining, yet honest performance of Horatio. 

The rest of the cast made up the ensemble, 
creating strong images of the play’s key moments 
as well as emphasising the fear and grief that is 
central to this play through their reactions. 

The ensemble were played by Emily Brooks, 
Isabelle Brophy, Benjamin Cattermole, 
Mahmuda Chowdhury, Daisy Johns, Bailey 
Murphy, Heather Nicholls, Charlotte Payne, 
Angel Watt and Shannon Wayborn. 

Well done to the whole cast!

Lara Stevens - Head of Drama.

“This was a great experience for students to 
perform on stage at The Queen’s Theatre, which 
we were told on the night was one of the biggest 
venues to feature in this year’s festival.  To see 
so many students excel in their individual and 
ensemble performances was a pleasure to watch.   
The audience really enjoyed the production and the 
students should be proud of their achievements.”  

Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher.

Shakespeare Schools Festival - To be or not to be...
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23 Nineteen
After a fantastic reception from the Rugby 
World Cup Semi Final Fanzone crowd in Exeter, 
23 Nineteen played an energetic set on an 
impressive outdoor festival stage. “I couldn’t 
believe the size of the stage, the big screen or 
the sound system, when we first took a look from 
backstage” said Fletch “it was like the kind of 
thing you would see at Reading or Glastonbury, 
It was a buzz playing such a high profile gig like 
that”. 

The boys were invited to play the prestigious gig 
in Exeter after playing a great set at the famous 
“Phoenix Club” in Exeter back in August. “The 
Phoenix was a great place to go where lots of 
great bands have played, it had fantastic sound 
system, lighting (even smoke machines) and it 
was great to meet up with the other bands from 
Exeter after the gig” said Ben. 

The Aggi in Braunton saw the next gig which was 
a Halloween themed gig with three bands playing 
that night. “We played enjoying the energy at the 
Aggi” said Sam. ”it was a much smaller venue 
than our previous couple of gigs, but it was a 

great atmosphere”. 

After the boy’s success in Exeter, they’ve been 
invited back to South Devon again for a Christmas 
gig in Exmouth on Friday 18th December. “We’ve 
got some great new songs ready for the Exmouth 
gig, there’s an amazing energy to the band and 
we can’t wait to get back on stage again!” said 
Fletch. 

The boys have been working hard to perfect their 
set of high energy rock and punk. They practise in 
a studio run by The North Centre For Contempary 
Music (NDCFCM) in chivenor on Wednesday 
nights and have access to a local warehouse too 
practise on the weekends, they’ve also been able 
to practise a couple of times on the big stage at 
the “Factory” at Petroc. 23 Nineteen and fellow 
North Devon band The 5:15 will be at Exmouth 
on Friday 18th December and would like to see 
some Park School faces there if you can make it. 
A coach has been organised to pick up and return 
from Park School. There are a few places left if 
anyone wants to join us. 

Check their Facebook page for more 23 Nineteen 
news or updates.

Park School’s hard rock 3 piece band 
“23 Nineteen” have had a hectic 
few months lately and it seems 

like there’s no let up for the hard 
working band either! 

Pictured L to R:
Ben Hookway; Sam 
Yeowell; Fletcher 
Robinson all in Year 10.



Football - Year 7 girls off to 
a strong start!
This was the girl’s first football tournament, so the 
team was in high spirits and were positive going 
into each match.  All the players made a significant 
contribution to an excellent victory against both 
Chumleigh and South Molton.

Their first match against Chumleigh showed a very 
encouraging team performance and all girls worked 
hard to get the ball into dangerous positions, for 
scoring opportunities. Millie Ayres was brilliant 
in goal and any chances created by Chumleigh 
were well defended. Finally their persistence 
was rewarded as Park scored in the second half, 
securing a 1-0 win.

Park were comfortably the better side against South 
Molton and were on the attack from the start, 
pushing South Molton back, forcing corners and 
scoring a total of 8 goals, making it 8-0 to park! 

All girls played brilliantly in their positions but a 
special mention should go to the players of the 
match, Imogen Lang (first match) and Charley 
Prouse (second match) who were both fantastic up 
front.

Well done girls!

Netball - Under 16’s 
Team 
Our Year 11 netball team competed in the Under 16 
North Devon Netball Tournament on Tuesday 20th 
October at Park School. They competed amongst 7 
other secondary schools and came in third place.  
Well done girls!

Netball - Under 14’s 
Team
Miss Markham and Miss Holland congratulate the 
U14’s netball team who gained 3rd place in the 
North Devon School’s Netball Tournament held in 
Bideford on Wednesday 4th November. This is the 
first time this team has made it through their pool 
and into the semi-finals, captained by Kiara Clarke 
the team won nearly all their matches losing only to 
West Buckland and Shebbear. 

They demonstrated excellent team work and 
determination beating Pilton, Ilfracombe and South 
Moltonand Bideford in the semi-finals. The team 
consisted of Kiara Clarke, Lydia Surridge, Holly 
Campbell, Alannah Grice, Samantha Phillips, 
Alice Gammons, Harriet Parks, Lucy Palmer, 
Elise Muzard-Clark and Erin Bond. Well done to 
all!

PE

Level 1 Sports Leaders
Well done to the following year 11 students who have worked through the Level 1 Sports Leader course, 
showing good commitment, lesson planning and organisational skills. All pupils showed exemplary 
leadership skills in the summer term, taking a group of over 200 year 5 primary school pupils at an 
athletic festival held at Park school.

Each pupil planned and delivered excellent lessons and really deserves their pass certificate. 
Congratulations to Sian Beasant, Chloe Cooper, Finlay Dart, Maia Dart, Nicola Dunkin, Grace 
Farrell Pheobe Oreshko, Bethan Roberts, Rhyan Silvester, Daisy Totterdell, Oliver Walton and 
Becky Way. 

Also thanks to the following pupils who helped on the festival day, Angus Napier, Callum Choules, Will 
Jenkins, Ellie Kent, Beatrice Isaac, Sarah Williams, Daisy Meadowcroft and Erin Silvester. 

Sticklepath Primary School also gave special thanks to our sports leaders for their amazing help with 
running their sports day.   

Well done to all pupils involved - Miss Holland.
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Park School are 
Dominating North 
Devon Rugby
2015-2016 is proving to be a very 
successful year for rugby at the Park 
School. The year 9’s have reached their 
3rd final in 3 years, beating a strong 
Braunton school in the Quarter final 23-17. 
They then went on to convincingly beat 
West Buckland 32-0 in the semi-final. 

The year 10’s beat South Molton (the 
current champions) 5-3 in another very 
close Semi-final. Both teams will now go 

on to play in the finals night at Bideford RFC in December. 

The year 7’s won the inaugural rugby tournament for the school on Friday 13th November, beating 
Kingsley, Bideford and Pilton School. The year 11’s were hoping to be the first Park team to never lose 
a fixture in North Devon by winning the year 11 tournament, but unfortunately the tournament was 
cancelled.  Well done to all involved, keep training hard and the results will keep coming!
Mr Galliford.

park’s hat trick!!
It was another massive win for Park School 
in the annual Stephen Shield cross country 
competition at Torrington this term. 

The event is entered by all schools in North 
Devon and again the students from Park were 
outstanding.  The weather did not let us down – 
wind and rain as always! These wet conditions 
made it extremely muddy and difficult under 
foot, but the runners from all age groups 
persisted and made it a hat trick of wins.

A mention to two very special athletes who 
have now ran in their last Stephen Shield; Year 11’s Callum Choules and Rhyan Silvester who have 
continued to be at the top of their sport throughout - Thank you for your commitment to the team over 
the past 5 years, you should be very proud of yourselves as I am for all your efforts.   My thanks also 
extends to every student who ran and also to Fiona House and Amy Berry for helping on the day. 
Mr Blanchard.

North Devon Football Champions 

Year 10 are the North Devon Football Champions for the 2nd year running. The amazing final against 
Ilfracombe was played at Bideford College on Thursday 26th Nov with a final score of 3-1. 

Congratulations to the boys for retaining the cup and reaching the final every year since Year 7, an 
amazing achievement! We also thank the team managers Mr Bishop and Mr Kingdom-Kruszewski.

Year 7 played Bideford college on a very windswept evening.  Despite playing the better football and 
dominating the game we lost 2-0. We created quite a few good chances but couldn’t beat the Bideford 
keeper who played really well. 

All the squad performed really well but our captain Calum Davey was outstanding in midfield - winning 
many tackles and delivering good passes to start attacks. At the back Oliver Harper had an excellent 
game.
Mr Marsh.

Well done Park cross country runners!



Do you shop online ? If yes then you can help raise 
funds for our school.  All it takes is a few more 
clicks, what could be easier!

Before starting any online shopping, simply go to 
our school webpage 
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk, click the School 
Angel link and select your retailer. By going through 
School Angel, the retailer will make a donation to 
the school every time you make a purchase.

Thank you, your co-operation is very much 
appreciated.

Leaving Us At Christmas
The following staff will be leaving us by the end of 
this term, we would like to wish them good luck in 
the future.

Rob Horton leaves us on 31st December 
to become Assistant Headteacher at Braunton 
Academy.
Claire Morgan leaves us on 27th November 
to join Newport Primary School as a Teaching 
Assistant.
Tom Lake leaves us on 20th November to take up 
a post teaching English as a Foreign Language in 
China.

Charity Donations 
Autumn Term 2015
Non uniform (Summer term)
Amigos - £640.  The money will be used to sponsor 
a trainee for a year at Kira Farm.  We will be 
following the progress of the trainee and updating 
students and parents.

Non uniform – October 15
Jeans for Genes – a cheque has been sent for 
£1,315.

Non uniform – November 15
Children in Need - £1.288 so far.

Year 7 Fundraising – July 15
An additional cheque for £85.40 has been sent to 
Shelterbox.

Drake Charity
Two cheques sent, each for £22 to Families in Grief 
and CLIC.

Fortescue Charity
Cheque sent to the Calvert Trust for £14.95.

Term Dates 2015/16
Autumn Term Ends - Thurs 17th December

Spring Term Begins - Weds 6th January

Non Pupil Day - Tues 5th January
(School office will be open)

Half Term - 15th February to 19th February 
inclusive.

Spring Term Ends - Weds 23rd March

You are warmly invited to join 
us to celebrate the start of the 
Christmas Season.

This is sure to be a fun and 
entertaining event with some 
outstanding talent on show 
including our award winning 
choir.  Get tickets early to avoid 
disappointment.

Festive refreshments will be 
available at the interval.   

7.30pm


