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Christmas Card 
Design Project - The 
Winning Designs
Well done to all of our talented 
students who have submitted 
designs for the school Christmas 
Card competition. The winning 
designs will be printed and 
delivered within our school 
community and beyond.

Several of our students attend 
an after school workshop to help 
bring their ideas to life using 
photoshop software.

This project was open to 
students in Years 8 and 9. The 
winning designs have been 
selected by Mr Roscoe and the 
Heads of House. 

Well done to Lauren Braund, 
Skye Pirie, Maddy Hughes, 
Keira Worrall, Lily Bennett, 
Chloe McGuire and Mia Beattie.

Design By Lauren Braund

Design By Skye Pirie

Design By Mia Beattie

Design By Maddy Hughes

Design By Keira Worrall

Design By Chloe McGuire

Design By Lily Bennett
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The Head Writes

Thank you for finding the time to read our Christmas 
Newsletter.  I hope you find this edition informative and 
useful.  The autumn term is always busy and this year is no 

exception, as you will see from the variety of activities included in 
this edition of Park News.  

On page 43 of the Park News, you will see our updated vision for 
2020.   This has been written by governors and senior staff; it sets 
the aspiration and direction for the school for the immediate future.  
If you have any views, comments or suggestions for this please 
email these to admin@theparkschool.org.uk.  Staff will meet in 
January to consider any final updates before this is adopted.  This 
is your chance to add your views to our direction and aspiration for 
the next few years.  

This term also saw the introduction of Class Charts and our 
biometric system, both new IT based systems for the school to aid 
efficiency and communication with home.  Over 750 parents have 
now accessed Class Charts to view merits, homework set and, in a 
few cases, detentions set for their son or daughter.  Thank you for 
the positive feedback on our use of Class Charts.  If you have any 
questions please contact the school for further assistance.  As a reminder, we will have a member of staff 
available at every parent evening who can provide support or answer questions concerning Class Charts 
or accessing the school VLE. 

Our new minibus has been well received by staff and students alike, providing comfortable and efficient 
transport to a range of activities and events including Ten Tors training,  sporting fixtures, careers in 
medicine seminars and curriculum support.

Another major development this term has been our work behind the scenes regarding our sports facilities.  
For many years the sports hall and all weather pitch have been managed and let by North Devon 
District Council.  At the end of this calendar year, this agreement will cease and Park School will assume 
responsibility for managing these facilities.  We have initial ideas and thoughts as to how these can be 
enhanced to provide a better service to our students and the local community.  If you have any thoughts 
or suggestions that we can include in our planning, please contact us as the school.  

It is also pleasing to acknowledge our first Alumni report in this edition of Park News.  The Alumni, co-
ordinated by Mrs Thomas, has now gained over 150 members.  These are ex-Park Community or ex-Park 
Grammar students.  We use our Alumni network to inspire current students; this could be by bringing in 
former students to see Year 11 students to talk about what it is like at different colleges and universities 
the differences between doing an Apprenticeship, A Levels or Diplomas.  Alumni are providing inspiration 
by telling us what they have been up to since leaving school and passing on top tips to reassure students 
worried about the future. Alumni have offered work experience opportunities to students. We are now 
looking for Alumni members who are living/working abroad to explain to students what it is like.

In January we will welcome a new member of staff to join our team.  Mr Greenland is moving from the 
North of England to become our Head of Geography.  He takes over from Mr Lewin who will devote more 
of his time to working with years 8 and 9 as their Progress Leader.

Please enjoy this edition of Park News, taking time to celebrate in the success and achievements of 
Park students, both current and past.  It is also a great way to see many of the fantastic additional 
opportunities that take place across the term, all helping to support our students both academically and 
socially.  These activities uphold our core values and to build aspirations for all our community.

I wish you all well at this special time of year.  Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Mr G Roscoe
Headteacher
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Governors’ Tea - November 2016

A Governors’ tea is held once a term for those students who have received 500, 750, 1000 and 1500 
Merits. The certificates and badges are awarded to each student by a member of the Governing Board and 
the Head of House.

Hosted by Mrs Sanders, we enjoyed meeting this term’s award winners.  Mrs Baker, our Chair of 
Governors, presented the awards.  Mrs Sanders highlighted the hard work and consistent effort shown by 
students.

Our congratulations to them all.

Kingsley House
500 Merits
Year 9 - Amelia Andrew, Emily 
Blundell, Ryan Eaton, Bethan 
Sharples and Bradley Tossell.

Year 10 - Joshua Coats, Rose 
Farrell, Poppy Parks and Devon 
Sharp

750 Merits

Year 9 - Turaya Chadburn.

Year 10 - Ella Bridges, Laura 
Stevens and Poppy Whitfield

Drake House
500 Merits
Year 8 - Anais Davie, Jessica Davey, Claina- Leigh Dempsey and  Shelby Heard.
Year 9 - Sophie Gibbs, Olivia Postles, 
Izzy- Mae Ambrose, Alexander 
Harrison, Samuel Petherbridge and 
Charlie Veale.
Year 10 - Miles Ebutt, Maxwell 
Cooke, Chelsea Gibbs, Caitlin Nance 
and Matthew Squires.

750 Merits
Year 9 - William Figes, Luke 
Kinsman, Poppy Cooper, 
Christopher Cullen, Tianna Owen 
and Jacob Walker.
Year 10 - Ellie Mcloughlin and 
Nahliah Ruhleman.
Year 11 -Isabella Waldron, Keeva 
Brady, Megan Fowkes, Hannah 
Webster and Sophie Webster

1000 Merits
Year 9 - Kai Crosby 
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Raleigh House
500 Merits
Year 8 - Ellie Cox, Molly Mugford and 
Bethany Robinson.
Year 9  - Fleur Langenegger, Jacob 
Lewis, Ellie Raymond, Corey Haydon, 
Emily Hearn, Henry Slattery and Freya 
Wright.
Year 10 - Alice Robinson and Louisa 
Tighe.
Year 11 - Tori Lawrence and Charlie 
Newby

750 Merits
Year 10 - Katie Brown.

Fortescue House
500 Merits
Year 8 - Molly-Mai Hingston
Year 9 - Poppy Smith, Owen 
Sowden and Aeryn Williams.
Year 10 - Sophie Hingston

750 Merits
Year 9 - Adam Drew, Zoe Foster and 
Isaac Stanhope
Year 10 - Hadeel Abed and Charles 
Liu

1000 Merits
Year 10 - Chloe Bousted

Chichester House
500 Merits
Year 8 - Skye Pirie

Year 9 - Alex Laird, Molly Maddocks, 
Hayden Scott, Jasmine Seaber, 
Elicia Smale, Erin Stickley and Josie 
Waite.

Year 10 - Liam Waters
Year 11 - Daisy Bayliss

750 Merits
Year 9 - Georgia Barrett, , Lewis
Bateman-Curtis and Tara Davies.

Year 10 - Dylan Barton and Chloe
Middleton.



6.		  Park News Christmas 2016

Our world of English

The Year Eight Island Project

In English, we aim to provide our students with 
a blend of creative and written work. One of our 
Year 8 schemes of work takes place in the autumn 
term. Students are expected to write a variety of 
pieces of work from the point of view of a fictional 
explorer of a tropical island. 

In the photograph above, we can see Mrs Mitchell’s 
Year 8 English group proudly displaying their 
fantastic creative efforts. 

GCSE Theatre Trip

This term, the English team took 70 students 
out on a theatre trip to The Northcott Theatre 
in Exeter to watch an enthralling, terrifying and 
highly enjoyable performance of the critically 
acclaimed play ‘The Woman in Black’. 

Despite spending much of the performance 
jumping out of their seats, it was wonderful to 
see our students leave the theatre laughing and 
singing the praises of the actors, special effects 
and the story. 

I would also like to add a special thank you to the 
students who attended, for their mature attitude, 
respect towards the performers and excellent 
behaviour in the theatre.

Dee Alexander - English Teacher



Author Visits

As part of the Appledore Book Festival’s 
extensive programme, The English department 
were delighted to welcome not one, but two, 
established children’s authors this term.

The first event that took place was a workshop 
with 30 Year 8 students who collaborated with 
John Townsend, who has written many novels 
and non-fiction books which cover the topics 
of science, geography and crime among many 
others.

Our second event was an interactive talk from 
best -selling author, Christopher Edge. His 
current novel ‘The Many Worlds of Albie Bright’ 
is currently doing extremely well. He treated 
students to an inspiring presentation on his 
new novel and the many scientific theories that 
helped shape the journey of his character, Albie 
Bright. 

In his fifty minute cross-curricular session, 
students (and teachers) learnt lots of interesting 
and amazing facts and theories. We now know 
that a full stop contains approximately eight 
trillion atoms!

After being inundated with questions from 
enthusiastic students, Christopher Edge kindly 
stayed behind to sign the books of eager 
students. 

Author - JohnTownsend

Author - Christopher Edge

Contact Details

Has your phone number, email address or home address changed recently?

Have you let us know?
We are sending information to parents/carers more often by text and email, so it is important that we 
hold your latest contact information.  

Please ensure that you keep us up to date.
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Our world of Maths

Maths Events

The following Maths events will be 
coming up this academic year:

Monday 12th December – Fri 16th December
Maths Challenge Week (Years 7-9)
Thursday 2nd February
UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge
Monday 6th February – Friday 10th February
Finance Week (Year 9)
Thursday 27th April
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
Tuesday 4th July
Business Links Project begins (Year 8)

For all you keen puzzlers out there, have a go at 
this Christmas Maths puzzle …

Christmas Maths Puzzle

Can you place each of the numbers from 1 to 12 
in the Christmas Star so that each line of four 
numbers adds up to 26? 

Maths Puzzle 
Competition
Well done to everyone 
who has been entering 
the Maths Puzzle of the 
Week Competition this 
term. 

The Maths Puzzle can be found in the Maths 
section of the VLE, and you can enter by 
putting your entry in the box in room 37 by the 
end of the week for a chance of winning the 
weekly prize.

The lucky winners of the weekly prize so far 
have been:

Evie Schofield 7IJ
Kayleigh Cooke 7DG
Harry Gammon 7DG
Molly Davies 10LI
Turaya Chadburn 9LK
Ethan Angell 7CK

Amy Penny 7DG
Jenna Worrall 7LE
Melissa Davies 10SR
Keira Worrall 9LK
Jessica Price 7JS
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Maths New York Trip 2016

We arrived at school at approximately 1am on Sunday 17th July. 
Most of us were all pretty tired by the time we got to Heathrow 
airport and we had to check in. We saw West-Ham players while 
walking through duty free!

By about 10am we boarded the plane. We had our own TVs built 
into the back of the seats so we sat down to watch some films and 
TV shows.

Skip a couple of hours and we were finally in New York, the city 
that never goes to sleep. The heat hit us as we walked out of JFK 
airport. I recommend wearing shorts as temperatures were over 
30°C!

It was 3pm in New York when we reached the hotel. After going up 
to our rooms and dropping off our luggage we got the subway to 
Central Park. It was amazing. We later went to The Hard Rock Café 
where we could look around and buy some of their merchandise if 
we liked before having dinner.

The next day we caught the ferry to the Statue of Liberty. It was 
such a lovely place that we spent two hours there on Liberty 
Island. Later on, and back on dry land, we walked to the 9/11 
memorial. It was quite shocking how big the area was and it is 
such a lovely tribute to the people who lost their lives there. We 
also went in the 9/11 museum where we could learn more about 
it and see some artefacts from the wreckage. That night we had 
dinner in China Town and found out who had won the prizes for the 
most effort filling in their New York Maths booklet.

We later walked over Brooklyn Bridge in the dark and were able to 
snap some very nice photos of New York at night.

On the third day we visited the Museum of Mathematics in the 
morning and went shopping at a well-known store, Macy’s. They 
had everything, from fast food to designer labels such as Gucci! 
There’s something for everyone. We also went to JC Penny’s. That evening we went to Planet Hollywood 
for dinner and went to the Empire State Building. It had great views of New York. Not until we got back to 

our hotel did we realise that the Empire State Building lights 
up!

On the fourth day we went to Grand Central Station and it 
looked even better than we’d thought. There was even an 
Apple store on one side of the station. A ten-minute walk 
led us to the Rockerfeller Center which had better views 
than the Empire State Building. We went to Bubba Gumps 
for dinner that night and watched Aladdin on Broadway.

The next day was our final day. We returned to some of our 
favourite places in New York before later travelling to the 
airport for another long flight home.

By Jacob Burton-Gray and Bradley Tossell 9LK
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What to do if………… 
You are worried about your health 
The School Nurse holds a drop-in every Monday in school – call in.  It is confidential! 
Our First Aid Supervisor in the library, can offer advice. 

What to do if………… 
You are worried about social media messages and images you 
have received 
Do not delete them!  Let your parents/carers see them.  If you prefer, speak to your 
Tutor or Head of House or talk with Mrs Freeman, Mrs Sanders or one of our Learning 
Mentors on the ground floor of the art block. 
School staff will always talk to your parents/carers – parents and carers will decide 
what action they would like to take. 
We will involve the police as a safeguarding issue if the messages or images are 
threatening, abusive or sexually exploiting.  We will NOT view images but pass them 
on. 

What to do if………… 
You are concerned that you feel unsafe or a friend is unsafe at 
school or out of school 
Tell someone!  It may be your parent/carer, it may be a Teacher or a Teaching Assistant 
or another trusted adult.   You will NOT betray a friend’s trust.  

 

   WHATEVER YOU DO DON’T STAY SILENT! BE OPEN AND HONEST.  HELP IS THERE. 

What to do if………… 
You are being bullied in school 
Ask your Tutor for the school Anti-Bullying leaflet to read. 
Write down your worries or ask a friend to do that for you. 
Contact your Tutor, your Head of House, a Head Prefect or an adult in school straight 
away. 
Do not worry about being the one to tell!  It may help others! 
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Pamela 
Willerton
(Principal 
First 
Aider)
I went to Selwyn 
School for Girls, 
Matson House, 
Gloucester.

I recall my first 
impressions and 
experiences as an 
11-year-old arriving 
at secondary 

school.

Everyone seemed bigger and more experienced 
than I was. The school had strict rules and 
traditions which had to be obeyed. We had highly 
polished wooden floors so we wore indoor shoes 
and outdoor shoes, this was a novelty at first.

The highlights of my school life – I loved school 
and most of my teachers were kind and caring. I 
enjoyed Religious Studies, English, Art and History. 
Out of the three science subjects I liked Human 
Biology and Biology best.  I was good at Netball, I 
played Centre Court and we always won.  I was in 
the school choir and took part in drama and poetry 
competitions.  I left school with six O’ Levels.

I became a nursing student at Gloucester Royal 
Hospital with those O’ Levels.

Since then I have worked at various hospitals in 
the UK and the Middle East and my work overseas 
encouraged me to gain my Certificate in Education 
and Diploma to Teach in the Life Long Learning 

Sector. (Cert.,Ed. DTLLS) This is a post compulsory 
education teaching qualification.

I have had a career working for the British Red 
Cross which I loved because of its humanitarian 
principals and values.  I gained a diverse skill set 
in this organisation and the privilege of wearing the 
emblem of the Red Cross enabled me to work with 
a wide range of communities; such as Hospitals, 
Psychiatric wards, Prisons, Gypsies, Travellers, 
Refugees, Asylum Seekers and other vulnerable 
people in crisis.

I am now Park School Principal First Aider and in 
my spare time training to be a Counsellor.

I still volunteer for the British Red Cross which 
keeps my First Aid and Psychosocial Support skills 
current.  My Emergency Response role in the British 
Red Cross has included the London Bombings, 
Gloucester Flooding, Ottery St Mary Flooding and 
the Somerset Levels to name a few.

What helped me during my secondary school years 
were my friends, their encouragement, our belief 
in each other, our ‘in this together’ attitude and 
sometimes our competitive spirit!

I still keep in touch with lots of girls from school 
and we still support each other.

I think the strict rules, moral education and work 
ethic that school gave me was definitely a good 
help for life in the work place.

The advice I would give to today’s Park students - 
“We are all teachers and students throughout life; 
everyone can teach you something”.

Lifelong learning folks!

Other interests – I provided First Aid cover at the 
2012 Olympics.  For the past five years I have been 
the team lead for medical cover and first aid at the 
Ten Tors Challenge.

Staff are interesting people too!



Visible Geography

Year 11 at Westward Ho! 
Year 11 visited Westward Ho! to look into the impacts of 
erosion, deposition and transportation along the stretch of 
coastline.  Another beautiful day for fieldwork!  Sketching the 
key features of the beautiful North Devon coastline, we also 
had an in-depth look at geomorphology along the coastline.

Year 10 at Bristol
This year we have a new GCSE course and a key part of it is 
about understanding urban areas.  We are studying Bristol as 
our case study city.  We visited a range of places in Bristol and 
measured the quality of the environment.  Despite an early 
start and a late finish, we found out lots of information about 
Bristol.  It was an action packed day!

The Geography Olympiad
Every year we ask year 9 to investigate an issue that has an 
impact on our coastline.  The topics this year were the military 
use of Braunton Burrows, the Marine Reserve around Lundy 
and the redevelopment of the ‘haunted house’ in Westward Ho! 

Students worked in small teams to put together a presentation.  
The best in each class had to do it again in front of a panel 
including the Headteacher, governors and other important and 
imposing people.  The entrants this year were exceptional.  

As always there are lots of 
brilliant things going on in 
Geography.  Here are some of 
our highlights…



Well done to the winners Nathan Gulliford, Courtney 
Bateman-Curtis, Emily Hearn and Mia Jarvie!  They each 
received a £25 Amazon voucher.
(See 3 photos left)

Year 8 at Croyde Fieldwork
The whole of year 8 visited Croyde to investigate coastal 
processes.  It was a fully packed three days, in which we all 
learned a lot about what goes on along our coastline.  Year 8 
students collected data on erosion on the wave cut platform at 
Croyde.  It was an in-depth investigation on a beautiful day.

Year 9 at Lynmouth
We recently walked the entire River Lyn from its source to 
its mouth.  We started on Exmoor and made our way, whilst 
studying all of the key features, to the town of Lynmouth 
at the River Mouth.  We also had Mr Totterdell from Exmoor 
National Park visit and speak to us about the future of flood 
management on Exmoor.

Coming up this year…look out for all of 
this Geographers!

•	 Another Olympiad. 

•	 More fieldwork for years 7, 8 and 10.  

•	 Lots of revision and hard work for year 11, who have been 
brilliant so far this year.  

•	 A new Head of Department, Mr Greenland,  as Mr Lewin 
becomes Assistant Headteacher and Progress Leader 
responsible for years 8 and 9.
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Alumni - Building a  past-student community at Park 

Since the Park Alumni was launched in September 
2016, 156 former students from the Park 
Community School have signed up on the Alumni 
database. It has been fascinating seeing some of 
the careers former students have followed and the 
generosity of spirit volunteering to help our current 
students.

The purpose of setting up the Park Alumni is 
to provide inspiration to our current and future 
students as to what possibilities and opportunities 
there are open to them whilst at Park Community 
School and then beyond.

Our first Park Alumni event was the ‘options at 
16+’ evening held in early November to help Year 
11 students decide on their next steps in their 
education. As well as the 30 Colleges, 6th Forms, 
training providers and employers who attended 
the event to answer questions from students, and 
parents/carers, 30 former Park students who are 
members of the Park Alumni returned to the school 
to help at the evening.

The Alumni Students were on hand to answer 
questions about what it is like after one or two 
years on their chosen path doing such courses as 
A levels, Btec Diplomas or Apprenticeships. They 
could also talk about what it is like working with an 
employer, travelling to Exeter College, the facilities 
at Petroc or going to University.

There has been overwhelming praise for the Alumni 
students from parents/carers, Year 11 students, 
employers and colleges. The Alumni Students were 
able to give information, informed opinions and 
encourage the Year 11 students to be ambitious 
and take advantage of the range of opportunities 
available.

The Park Alumni encourages current students to 
be aspirational and is open to all previous students 
of The Park Community School or the Barnstaple 
Grammar School. Alumni can offer to help in 
school, mentor a student, offer work experience, 
feature in a display or help organise reunions. 

Alumni student Sophie Sluman (Brends Catering 
Apprenticeship) talking to parents.

Alumni students William Allchorn and Louis 
Hutchings providing information at the Options at 
16+ Evening.

Alumni students Beatrice Pengelly and Finlay 
Dart talk to parents. Alumni badges.



Ian King – Sky 
News Presenter
I left Park School in June 1983 
and then went to North Devon 
College for two years to do ‘A’ 
Levels in Biology, Chemistry, 
History, Law and General 
Studies. I then went to the 
University of Manchester where 
I studied History. 

I took a year out to edit the 
student union newspaper, 
Mancunion, graduating in 1989. 
I then went to work for the Midland Bank for a few 
years – working on a trading floor in the City of 
London, predominantly, after a few months back 
in the West Country. I then did a postgraduate 
diploma in newspaper journalism at City University 
and straight after the course joined the Daily 
Telegraph as a business reporter. 

I have now been a financial journalist for more than 
22 years, working subsequently at The Guardian, 
the Mail on Sunday, The Sun and The Times, where 
I was the Business & City Editor.  

In April 2014 I joined Sky News as its business 
presenter and have been doing that job ever 
since. It’s great fun. I love the world of business 
and telling people about a subject that some find 
complicated and confusing.

My choice of ‘A’ Level subjects and degree course 
were heavily influenced by the subjects that I 
enjoyed at Park and the teachers who taught 
me. My two favourite teachers were the late Tim 
Edwards, who was my tutor for three of my five 
years (my tutor in the first two years was Brian 
MacBeth) and who taught Music and History and 
Berwick Coates, who taught History. Both passed 
on to me a huge love of the subject – they had 
a real passion for history and a very engaging, 

humorous way of teaching it. Their 
infection just shone through.

Tim died a few years ago and I 
am so sad that I was never able 
to thank him, before his passing, 
for being so inspiring. He was such 
a great man in so many ways. 
For example, he also organised a 
couple of ‘cultural’ school trips to 
Italy in 1981 and 1982 that were 
just brilliant – quite eye-opening 
in all sorts of ways, taking us to 
places like Assisi. 

My other favourite subjects were 
probably Biology – I was taught 

by Dick Amery, a very energetic and engaging 
teacher whom I really liked, and Keith Wheeler – 
and Chemistry, where my teachers included Derek 
Slade and Fred Lee.

A good memory was doing the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. One of my specialisms was sailing and my 
mates and I were greatly helped by Tony Pratt, our 
Geography teacher, who took us out on his boat at 
Instow. He also came on Tim Edwards’ Italy trips. 
That’s the thing you don’t really think about as a 
kid, but that I do now as a parent - the effort that 
some teachers make, supervising after-school clubs 
and the like. Going the extra mile.

My advice - work hard. No-one is obliged to give 
you anything, there are no hand-outs in life. 
And follow your dreams. I always wanted to be 
a journalist but wasn’t able to do it straight after 
university, so I worked hard in banking for a few 
years in order to save up the pennies and put 
myself through the postgraduate course that I 
knew would help me achieve that ambition.

Although it seems like it goes on forever, school is 
a very short period in your life. So keep plugging 
away at things. Regrets are terrible things to have 
– don’t leave school with any.

Current events are: 

•	 Contacting a range of Park Alumni to ask them 
to feature in posters “I went to Park Community 
School and now I am ….”

•	 Park Alumni working with Year 9 tutor groups 
as they prepare for selecting Subject Option 
Choices at the end of January 2017.

•	 Finding contact details of former students who 

are living and working in other countries for a 
“Where are they now ?” display with a map of 
the world.

Please contact Mrs Thomas at the school if you 
know of former students who could help with our 
projects or have ideas for future projects.

The Park Alumni web address to sign up is www.
networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/park

I went to Park Community school and now I am...

I went to Park School and now I am...



LaLa Choir Competition - 
winners for second time!

Park Community School choir were joint winners 
of the LaLa Choirs Devon School Choir Competition 
held in the Exeter, where they competed against 
Devonport High School for Girls and Teignmouth 
Community School.

Following this win, Park School choir has been 
invited to perform on Friday 9th December, with 
other special guest performers, at the LaLa Choirs 
‘CLIC for Christmas’ charity event at Exeter’s historic 
cathedral.

Matthew Street, said: “The students worked hard 
to get through to the final of the competition 
and we are all delighted to be performing at 
Exeter Cathedral for the second year running. 
It is an honour to be performing in aid of 
CLIC Sargent and thanks once again to Sam 
Abrahams for the opportunity.”

One student remarked: “It (the final) was a great 
day. The other choirs were really good and I 
wasn’t sure if we would get through. I can’t 
wait to perform in the cathedral.”

This is the second year running that the choir has 
won - thanks to the hard work of a very talented 
group of singers and to Mr Street, Head of Music.

Second competition win for the school choir
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Peer Mentors 2016

This year 30 Year 10`s have volunteered to act as Peer Mentors.
They all attended a days training at Grosvenor Church in which they formed groups and got to grips with 
what it means to be a Peer Mentor.

In September they formed a Club for Year 7s in the Gym at lunchtimes. Their groups take it in turns to 
offer activities and advice to the Year 7s.

In October, the Peer Mentors are awarded their badges and certificates which they can later use to show 
at College interviews as evidence that they have taken responsibility and demonstrated good citizenship.

The scheme will run until Easter and is usually accessed by seventy to eighty Year 7 students. 

In many ways though, it is the Year 10s who gain the most from the 
experience.   

Peer Mentors

Hannah Rainger (Year 9)

What is your particular interest/achievement:  
Road cycling (Racing) with North Devon Wheelers Cycle Club

Tell us more about it:   
I first began because my grandma is a triathlete and belonged to 
North Devon Wheelers, so I joined in 2015, we now train every 
week.

What have been your biggest achievements in it? 
My biggest achievement has been getting awarded U14 Girls South 
West Champion and U16 Most Improved Girl.  I also cycled from 
John O’ Groats to Lands End (1004 miles) with my grandma.

What are the “secrets” of your success?
To keep practising and to never stop trying. 

What is the most important/best thing about Park School?  
All the different things you can do at Park, for example, since 
year 7 I have loved singing and acting and have been able to get 
involved in the current school musical production of ‘Schools Will 
Rock you’
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Outdoor Education - Ten Tors 2016-17

After several Thursday twilight meetings where we learnt how to navigate, plan routes and cook, on 
Saturday 1st October the participants and staff went for a walk along the Tarka trail, walking from school 
along the trail via coffee and bacon sandwiches at Fremington quay café, to Bideford train station and 
back. 

You can see from the picture it was quite a sunny start but soon changed to be quite cloudy, there were 
lots of short showers, some quite heavy. All completed the walk, with only a few blisters. 
 
Our second walk on 15th October was also along the Tarka trail from the Puffing Billy at Gt Torrington 
back to school (again a stop at the café was in order) - a lovely sunny day!

With more training, including the erecting of tents 
and putting together the Trangia cookers (Miss 
Wadham’s challenge) to produce a hot beverage, we 
were ready for the first walk on Dartmoor.
  
This took place on the weekend of 12/13th 
November, for the most part of the day there was 
nothing but clouds and drizzle, with a little wind. A 
good day walking on the moor, navigating in 100m 
of visibility was an experience for the students. 

Due to the conditions it was decided by the staff to 
not camp and return on Saturday evening, not what 
was planned but the best option as some of the 
students were wet and would have not enjoyed the 
experience of wild camping on Dartmoor. 
 
There will be plenty of opportunities to do so in 
the remaining weeks before the event in early May 
2017. We will be returning to Dartmoor for a second 
time on 3rd/4th December, hopefully we will camp 
if the weather is a little kinder to us… Thank you for 
the continued support of THE DREAM TEAM, Miss 
Wadham, Mr Hughes and Miss Clarke.

Mr Ratcliffe
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Duke Of Edinburgh

At Park Community School, we are committed to providing students in Years 9, 10 and 11 with access to 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.
 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is a voluntary non-competitive programme of practical, cultural and 
adventurous activities. It is designed to support the personal and social development of young people, 
regardless of gender, background or ability. It offers an individual challenge and encourages young people 
to undertake exciting, constructive, challenging and enjoyable activities in their free time. What’s more 
many organisations such as employers and universities take a good view of the Award and what it says 
about the person who has achieved it.

There are three levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold and for each one you need to complete activities in four 
different sections, Volunteering, Skills, Physical and Expeditions. At Gold level, students also take part in a 
residential project
 
On successful completion, students will be presented with a badge and certificate and at Gold level are 
invited to a presentation ceremony at one of the Royal Palaces.

The following table shows the students currently working towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
Some students have not yet registered the details of the skills they are working towards.

 First name  Surname Volunteering details Physical details Skills details
Zachary Adams Barnstaple Swimming Club Surfing/body boarding Playing an Instrument
Courtney Bateman-Curtis
Emily Blundell Sports Leadership Gymnastics Cookery
Jacob Butler Climbing
Turaya Chadburn
Kiara Clarke Sports Leadership Netball Playing an Instrument
Rhianna Cohen
Truesanna Cooper
Grace Dart Youth club Netball Playing an Instrument
Owen Davies Scout Association Hockey Information Technology
Tara Davies Girl Guiding UK Hockey Cookery
Alannah Grice Beavers - helping a local group Netball Acting, Drama & Theatre Skills
Kirsten Humm Charity Shop Running Cookery
Martha Isaac
Kirsty Kingdom Sports Leadership Swimming
Morgan Powe Surf Life Saving Swimming Playing an Instrument
Ellie Raymond Youth club Netball Playing an Instrument
Ben Rowell Sports Leadership
Tilly Scotthorne Volunteer in a charity shop Physical achievement Baking
Zeus Searle
Oliver Seymour Helping children Tennis Playing an Instrument
Jessica Shadford 1st Landkey Brownies Horse riding Horses - handling and care
Poppy Smith
Mya Sowden Girlguiding UK Cycling
Samantha Spurling
Lucy Wells
Freya Wright



Primary Liaison at Park School

Park School has played host to year 5 pupils from 
Newport Primary school.  Three classes have 
attended three sessions of Design and Technology 
in which they have built part of their school topic 
project. 

The theme was “Fun Fairs” and we made a 
mechanical structure that was powered by an 
electric circuit. Pupils worked in groups and had 
a selection of making tasks which assembled into 
a structure that has been built using softwood, a 
motor to power a pulley system which then turned 
a spindle. 

The year 5s worked very hard using workshop 
tools and equipment to build their fairground rides.  
The primary pupils will then develop the structure 
further at their primary school by decorating the 
structure into a ride such as a carousel.  

Quotes from the pupils – 

“I have really enjoyed my Park School 
visit.  We have made a structure which 
we will develop into a fair ground 
ride.”

“I am going to make my structure into 
a swing ride. I look forward to adding 
colour.”

“I have really enjoyed my visit and I 
can’t wait to come again. “

Lisa Wyatt
Technology Teacher

Primary liaison at Park School
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Devon Sitting 
Volleyball 
Champions

On 16th November the SEND 
Department took 10 students 
to represent the school at the 
Devon Ability Games, at the 
Tarka Tennis Centre, Barnstaple.   

The students had a great day out 
– listening to inspiring Paralympic 
Athlete David Hill and taking 
part in two competitions- Sitting 
Volleyball and New-Age Kurling.  

Both sports have featured in 
the School’s Breakthrough Club 
which Miss Stone runs alongside 
Mrs West and Ms Fussell every 
Tuesday lunchtime in the 
Sportshall.

The New-Age Kurling Team (Adam Marshall, Jack James, Harvey 
Turner and Callum Edwards) did really well playing against many 
schools and in each game improving their accuracy of ‘throwing the 
stone’ down.  They developed their understanding of using different 
tactics including hitting the opposition’s stones out of the circle! The 
team did not lose a game and ended up in 5th place (ranked by number 
of points scored).

The Sitting Volleyball team (Leon Brennan-Inglis, Callum Leather, 
Cristal Bellew, Paris Sharp, Ryan Eaton and Jack Ayres) started 
the day being coached by a current volleyball player and then 
completely dominating the competition, finishing undefeated and being 
crowned Devon Champions.  A special mention must go to Ryan Eaton 
who was highlighted by a referee for respect and was awarded with a 
medal for this – well done Ryan!

Student Account of the Ability Games 

“Today we went to the Tarka Tennis Centre and played Sitting 
Volleyball. We played against other teams from other schools. 
My team won the Sitting Volleyball competition, so we got a 
Gold medal.

When we arrived at Tarka Tennis we watched people dance and do gymnastics. There were 
many activities going on and a Paralympic athlete called David Hill was there. David is a 
Paralympic swimming and ParaTriatholn 3x World and European Bronze Medallist.

My best bit was playing the Final and the good team work.”

By Christal Bellew

Devon Sitting Volleyball Champions
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National Citizenship Service

The Park Community School has been awarded as 
a Champion NCS School for 2015/16. This means 
that the school has met a number of key criteria in 
supporting the South West NCS recruitment team 
showcase the NCS Experience to young people 
aged 15-17. The status also reflects on the number 
of young people from the school who grabbed the 
once in a lifetime opportunity to go on programme 
in the summer of 2016.

Twenty five Year 11 Students completed the four 
week programme during the summer holiday 2016.  
The first week is a residential designed to challenge 
students with new activities. The second week is 
also a residential but this is looking at developing 

life skills. The third and fourth weeks are looking at 
social and local issues and about giving something 
back to the local community.

Students gain so much in confidence. The following 
are quotes from the Team Leader individual reports 
from the summer.

“Started NCS as a shy and quiet personality and 
initially struggled to mix and bond with the rest 
of the group. Once she’d formed some friendships 
within the group her contribution and confidence 
improved dramatically. By the final week in the 
social action project, she was a new person and 
her communication with the team and leaders was 
unrecognisable from the first week.”

“He was a hard working individual throughout 
the programme who was willing to do any job 
asked of him. He came out of his shell more as the 
programme went on, which was really nice to see. 
He took a real pride in the project and worked hard 
to see it succeed.”

“She has demonstrated herself to be a confident, 
self-motivated, conscientious and social member of
the team. Her ability to take on other people’s 
opinion is extraordinary. She is a very intelligent 
and kind person who has proven repeatedly the 
benefits of pushing young people outside of their
comfort zones and will do well in whatever she 
chooses to do in life.”

The programme for Year 11 for next summer will be 
launched in an assembly in January 2017.

Serena Thomas
Careers, Work Experience and Alumni 
Coordinator

Champion NCS School

Photos of the residential on the first week

Week 3 and 4 giving back to the community
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Dear Park School Students

How are you doing my dear friends? 
I have missed hearing from you for a while, hope all is well with you all. I am doing very fine, 
happily seeing my crops doing so well due to the enough rain we are getting this season.

I am happy to let you know that we are going 
through a wonderful business training. I am learning 
principles of doing good business like book keeping, 
market research, saving and investing. One of the 
most interesting above all for me is book keeping, 
I have seen a number of my relatives in my village 
open up small business which fail but I think one 
of the contributors to their failures is lack of book 
keeping.

I am happy that I will be able to help them out when 
I get to my village. At the moment we have been 
divided into small groups through which we are 
going to practice all that we have been taught so far 
in business.

I will be giving you all another update by the end of this week on how this goes.  
Thanks a lot for your support!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Greetings of joy from Kira Farm. How are you doing my dear friends? Hope all is well with you.

It is time of joy on Kira as we receive the second rains. 
Everything has come back to life on Kira. We are all busy planting 
more beans and maize in our gardens. It has been so easy for me 
to work in my garden this time because I now know what do.

I am so happy that through this second time of farming, I am going 
to be able to give back to my brothers and sisters who will be on 
Kira next year. I was so happy that we found a lot of food on Kira 
in January at the beginning of our training. All the food was planted 
by the trainees of the previous year so I was looking towards doing 
the same to those coming after us.

I am happy to let you know that I have been able to learn how to 
make an energy saving stove which uses less fire wood.
With this skill I will be able to reduce the massive cutting down of 
trees for fire wood in my village that might not leave us with any 
trees left in the next ten years to come.  These stoves are so easy 
to make and they’re made out of mud so everyone in my village 
can afford making them.

Thanks a lot for your love and support. Looking forward to hearing 
from you.

Yours.
Stephen. 

Amigos Kira Farm Sponsor

Here are the last two messages we have received from Stephen at Kira Farm 
Uganda.  



Student Profiles

Daniel Mock 8IH/F

What is your particular interest/achievement? 
Gymnastics is my favourite sport and my biggest passion.  
I love all sports, especially athletics and rugby, however 
it is gymnastics that makes my blood pump like nothing 
else.  

When I’m competing and I’m completely ‘in the zone’, 
there is no better feeling in the world.  I feel as though it’s 
where I’m meant to be and what I am meant to be doing. 

Tell us more about it. (How did you first begin?  How 
much of your time does it take? Tell us about your 
training/practising).
I was always energetic and loved climbing, swinging and 
doing anything crazy and daring where I could flip myself 
upside-down or jump off high objects.  My mum said I was 
an absolute daredevil and she was convinced I was going to break my neck so she took me to gymnastics 
to put my energy and adrenaline-seeking to good use!  I loved it from the first session at age 4, and the 
rest (as they say) ….. is history!
I train 5-6 days per week for between 17 – 23 hours each week, depending on whether I have regional 
squad training or competitions.  I also practise a lot at home in what little spare time I have; I have 
rings, parallettes, a multi-gym, weights and a chin-up bar in my room.  I train on all six apparatus (floor, 
pommel, rings, vault, parallel bars and the horizontal bar) and do a lot of strength, flexibility, conditioning 
and fitness training.

My favourite apparatus are the pommel horse and the parallel bars; the ones I have to work the hardest 
on (because I find the most challenging) are pommel and floor, despite pommel being my forte.

What have been your biggest achievements in it? 
I am five times South West Champion and Devon Champion.  I have been in the county and regional 
squads every day since 2012 and qualified for the National Finals in Birmingham three times (missed 
2015 due to injury) and secured Top Ten positions.  

I have completed internationally at the ESPN Sports Centre in Florida and have won a Silver medal on the 
pommel horse and came 8th place overall.  I’ve won many medals and trophies since I started and, most 
recently, my South West team won the Gold medal at the BG National Finals (2016).  I wish to achieve 
more and accomplish greater things in the future. 

What are the “secrets” of your success? 
Train like you mean it – with passion, dedication, determination, courage and drive.  Never give up – you 
only fail if you stop trying.  Michael Jordan once said “a winner is just a loser who tried one more time”.  
Brinn Beaven, Olympic gymnast, has the phrase “tough times don’t last, tough people do” tattooed across 
his torso. 

Training every day can be really tough; when you struggle with new skills or don’t perform to the best of 
your ability in competitions it can be really frustrating and soul-destroying, but that’s when you have to 
dig even deeper to achieve your goal.  
Dream….. believe……achieve !

What is the most important/best thing about Park School? 
In my opinion, the best thing about our school is the sporting opportunities, facilities and the support and 
encouragement from the sports staff.  I also love spending time with my best friends and enjoy being 
pushed by some of my academic teachers. 

I have high aspirations and expectations of myself and appreciate the teachers who also share that view.  
I enjoy being given greater responsibility by teachers and Heads of House.

Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom...



25.www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

Drama Inspires!
A select group of year seven students were treated to a day of Drama with the amazing Multi-Story 
Theatre Company. 

Working alongside students from Pilton School, the group watched a selection of scenes from the 
company’s own productions, using fairy tales, Greek legends and modern situations to explore the 
relationship between parent and child. 

Students recognised the power of the imagination and created their own pieces of drama, using the 
actors’ techniques.

A fabulous day which inspired the students and allowed us staff to be proud of the thoughtful, creative 
and perfectly behaved students we have at each school. 

Drama Entertains!

Rehearsals for our musical 
production of ‘Schools Will Rock you’ 
are well underway. Most evenings 
the drama studio is filled with Queen 
songs, crazy dances and hysterical 
actors. If the performance is as 
much fun as the rehearsals, then 
you are in for a treat! 

Set in the future where live music 
is banned, a ‘Killer Queen’ seeks to 
destroy any last remaining hope for 
free thought. Can one depressed 
and confused teenager save all 
mankind?

Tickets will go on sale after 
Christmas for the performances on 
February 1st, 2nd and 3rd.  Our last 
production of ‘Grease’ was a sell 
out, so do make sure you book early 
to avoid disappointment. 

If you would like to support the school by donating awesome prizes for the raffle, or by advertising your 
business in the programme, please contact admin@theparkschool.org.uk.

Drama Matters!

Bullying is ever present in our lives for both old and young. On Thursday 10th November the PSHEE Year 
10 acting group were invited to perform a piece of forum theatre exploring bullying. The Year 7 audience 
were outstanding! Having watched and enjoyed the performance, their thoughts, advice and action were 
truly interesting and thoughtful. Forum theatre is at its best when we have audience members who are 
willing to act out their solutions with the Year 10 actors. We were delighted to have several students 
representing what the central character, Daisy, might have done to avoid the horrible situation she faced 
in the story.

The three suggestions we pursued were how the discussion with her friend might have helped, a 
discussion with her teacher and what and when she might have said something to her mother. The 
sensitivity and variety of approaches on show left audience and actors alike with such a range of options 
to choose from should they face intimidation from bullies in their life. This performance was followed up 
with further discussion and activities with tutors.

A thanks to the actors Eleanor de la Cour, Chloe McGuire, Jade Mcllwaine, Emy Rosenbaum and 
Zeus Searle.

Drama is fun !



Broomhill Art Trip

The Art and Photography trip to Broomhill proved to be a great day out for all. The rain held off as our 
students participated in a range of activities in the gallery and sculpture garden. 

The photographer and artists will use the results from this day to build a coursework unit which will go 
towards their GCSE grade. The students on both of the days were, as usual, a credit to the school.

Year 6 Open Evening

Fun was had by all during the Open Evening in 
September. The Year 6 students created flowers 
and crazy shapes from a material called Fantasy 
Film.

London Evening

Our Expressive Art Trip to London was launched 
this term. Spaces are already filled for this 
popular trip. For those who have secured a 
place, please keep your eye on future payment 
deadlines. 



Lego Club 

This club is currently open to our 
Year 7 students. At present it is 
by invite only, although we hope 
to recruit some more of our future 
architects later on in the year. The 
sessions run on a Tuesday and 
Thursday lunchtime. This is where 
you can view creative energy at its 
best as the students build a range of 
work from motor racing cars, ships 
and fully furnished static caravans!!!! 
Dillon Lawson is our next official 
caravan designer!

Pall Mall Photos

Yasmeen Abed had her 
work selected for the 
National Students Award 
in the Mall Galleries on 
Trafalgar Square. She 
travelled up to London 
with her family to attend 
the official opening of the 
exhibition. 

Sophie Dyke, Grace Quinn 
and Alice Chamings were 
awarded Highly Commended 
certificates. Congratulations 
to you all!
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North Devon Photographic 
Heritage Competition

We were inundated with entries for this year’s 
photography competition. Well done to all students 
who have submitted an entry. 

Students from all year groups participated. 
All winners and runners up were invited to a 
presentation ceremony at The Museum of North 
Devon to receive their certificates and prizes.

Taryn Powe 7PH
Kimberley Jump 8JL
Cameron Naylor 11SW
Hunny Phillips 7LE
Megan Burnell 7JS
Seth Chapple 8IH
Lily Pegden 8MN

Photography Competition at the museum

Photography Trip to the Fair

The uptake for GCSE Photography is on the up with two groups starting the course this year. The students 
were very fortunate to have the opportunity to visit the fair during the daylight hours and later in the 
evening to take photos for their first unit of work. 

The Museum of North Devon had a fabulous exhibition of model fairgrounds on display. These made for 
some even more extensive research for their work. Long exposure photographs of rides and fireworks 
completed this exciting unit of work.

Hunny Phillips Kimberley Jump Taryn Powe

Cameron Naylor

Seth Chapple

The museum exhibition
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Boston Tea Party Exhibition 

Well done to all of our artists and musicians who took 
part in this year’s Boston Tea Party event. 

If you missed the opening night, the exhibition runs until January. Please drop in for a piece of sticky cake 
and enjoy the exhibition at your leisure. All of the exhibits are on the first floor of the café. Many thanks to 
the Boston Tea Party and Tesco’s Extra for providing the refreshments.

Ionia Green (Year 11)

The subjects I enjoy and I am particularly good at:  
I particularly enjoy English, Drama and the Sciences because in 
English and Drama you get to be creative and in Science you get 
the facts and see amazing experiments.  

What I have achieved/hope to achieve in them:   
I have already taken part in two performances in Drama and one of 
them was at the Queen’s Theatre.  I am proud to be Deputy Head 
Prefect of Drake House. I hope to get a high GCSE grade in all of 
my favourite subjects. 

My ambitions for the future/career I hope to pursue: 
I hope to become a forensic pathologist or something in the 
medical career.  I would also like to go travelling around the world. 

My interests/hobbies:  
I go to St. John’s Cadets in Barnstaple where I am a Corporal.  I 
also attend Exmoor Explorers where I am preparing for the Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh hike.  

The things I like best about Park School:  I like how Park 
School gets involved in lots of charity work and how everyone 
helps each other, whether it’s in the classroom, in the corridor or 
outside of school.   
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Philosophy Trip to Exeter’s Synagogue and Mosque

In October, a group of Year 10 students had the opportunity to visit two places of worship in Exeter.

“We recently went on a trip to Exeter to visit a Synagogue and a Mosque. In the Synagogue we were 
given a talk and then were able to ask lots of questions. It was very informative and helped us a lot 
with our current studies in Philosophy. We learnt about Shabbat, practices and prayer. We also got the 
opportunity to see their Torah, the Jewish holy book, and to put into perspective how important it was to 
them and their faith.

In the Mosque they were very welcoming and allowed us to witness their afternoon prayer. We were 
shown around the whole mosque and spoke with the Imam. He allowed us to ask any questions which 
included those about beliefs, practices and current issues.

This trip allowed us to explore the religions of Judaism and Islam up close and personal. It was an 
incredible experience and was both interesting and informative.”

Rhianna Cohen and Melissa Davies, Year 10. 

Year 7 Church Visit

All Year 7 students have recently visited a local church – St. John The Baptist Church in Newport.
Two Year 7 teaching groups visited on five afternoons. 

The Reverend Andy Dodwell and his team of colleagues led three workshops on:-
-	 Welcoming People
-	 Worship
-	 Prayer

Students also found out about the history, cultural, spiritual and social background of the church and local 
area.

Following the workshops, all students prepared questions to ask a panel of guests about any topic 
they wanted.  The range of questions was wide and thought-provoking.  Everyone commented on our 
exemplary students.  

Well done Year 7!

Philosophy, Theology and Ethics  
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Philosophers and Sociologists of the half term

Each half term all Philosophy, Theology and Ethics teachers, together with Sociology teachers, are asked 
to nominate for these awards.  Students are nominated for their effort and participation 
The winners for the first half term of 2016/17 are:-

Philosophers of the Half Term

Mrs Ratcliffe Mr Griffiths Mrs Flesher Mrs Robins Mrs Jones
Year 7 Kathryn Hassan Evie Bazley Imogen Rhead N/A N/A
Year 8 N/A Toby Wilkinson Phoebe Simpson Elise Whormsley Molly Penny

Year 9 Sarah Newby Gonzalez Lily White Ethan Bowers N/A N/A
Year 10 Ashton Westbrook Harry Hatherell Chloe Phillips Morgan Dempsey N/A
Year 11 Samantha Foster Summer Richardson Ben Clarke Lewis Tanton Amy Frith

			 

Sociologists of the Half Term

Mrs Ratcliffe Mr Griffiths Mrs Flesher
Year 10 Emy Rosenbaum Caitlyn Lace Ashton Westbrook

Year 11 Molly Phillips Nalani Whiteley Juliet Harvey

Staff also had to explain why they nominated each student.  Here are some examples given:-
-	 Good questioning, good contribution, keen in lessons, prepared to answer (Morgan Dempsey)
-	 Thoughtful oral contribution in class every lesson (Lily White)
-	 Excellent contributions to class discussions (Chloe Phillips)
-	 A consistent, mature and amiable approach (Molly Penny)
-	 A fantastic start to a new GCSE course – great work every lesson, well done (Emy Rosenbaum)
-	 Outstanding student – really focused and working hard (Molly Phillips)

Congratulations to all on your excellent achievements.  Well done!
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Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom...

South West BMX Champion - Congratulations to Year 10 student 
Harrison Pascoe-White who in October won the South West BMX Racing 
Championships in the 14 year old category.
Harrison races nationally and shows great dedication to the sport.  Over the years 
he has struggled with some nasty injuries, but his resilience has not deterred 
him from continuing in an olympic sport he loves.  Harrison put in a great deal of 
training for the Championship, which resulted in him racing amazingly on the day, 
with a sensational final.  Well done Harrison!

Barnstaple Carnival Queen
Barnstaple Fair Carnival has been held in the town since 1931 and has run for 70 
consecutive years.  

This year’s carnival queen was Year 9 student Liberty Sheldon who was selected 
at a special ‘queen choosing’ event at the Barnstaple Hotel on July 14th.

Fundraising For Children’s Hospice  - Year 10 student 
Chantelle Bennett continues to do amazing work raising money for Children’s 
Hospice South West in a variety of ways; collecting the ‘Active Kids Vouchers’,  
collecting old ink cartidges and toners, old mobile phones and used postage 
stamps.  Well done Chantelle for the help and hard work you give to such a great 
cause.

Sophie Stevens from 10MB (Raleigh) has also raised £60 doing a sponsored run 
for Children’s Hospice South West.  She is also running on Sunday 4th December 
for the same charity.

Students Win Cycling Sponsorship
Two year 10 boys Dominic Pullen and Tom Batchelor are both keen cyclists 
and enjoy road and mountain biking. They are both members of Taw Velo cycling 
club and have competed at numerous competitions and have progressed very 
well. Due to their hard work and dedication to cycling they have both won a 12 
month sponsorship with Propello for road biking and are currently on a training 
program. 

Well done boys!

Gymnastic Success For Adam
Year 11 student Adam Tobin recently represented Great Britain in the U16 4 Way 
International in Belfast, Northern Ireland.

Team GB competed again Switzerland,  Germany and France, bringing home first 
place by an impressive 8 point lead !

Well done Adam for your continued success in your sport!

ABRSM Music Examinations:

Congratulations to year 9 student Emily West 9MS, for passing her Grade One 
piano exam.



33.www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

Congratulations again to all the Year 10 students who participated and particularly to James Lake, 
Niamh Knight, Ellie Jane Shellam, Ashley Jackson, Kiara Clarke, Naliah Ruhleman, Laura Comer, 
Nick Serjeant, Louis Green and Saskia Ferrer Riddell who got through to the school heat of the 
annual Springboard Future Chef competition organised nationally by the Rotary Club.  The school heat 
show-cased ten students amazing talents.  

The visiting chef was treated to salmon fish cakes, stuffed chicken breasts, minted lamb chops, lemon tart 
and chocolate brownie, all presented to restaurant style standard.  

It was a tough decision, however James Lake and Laura Comer went through to the district heat at Petroc 
College in early Novemeber.  Both students wowed the judges with their menus.

James took first place with caramelized onion and goats cheese tart,  salmon and asparagus served with 
crushed new potatoes and white wine sauce, followed by a chocolate fondant dessert.  Laura came second 
with thai style fishcakes, chicken, leek and plum pie with a lemon possett dessert. 

The next round against regional competitors from Devon and Cornwall takes place in early January.

Future Chef Competition

James Lake James Lake at PetrocLaura Comer
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Our world of History

KS3

Every year the standard of project work completed 
by pupils amazes and inspires the teachers. This 
term Year 7s have researched and presented 
important events which occurred on their birthdays, 
whilst Year 8 students have been researching the 
marriages of Henry VIII and Year 9 pupils have 
created a travel brochure for the Titanic. 

We know that for many students the completion of 
these tasks would not be possible without support 
at home from parents and carers and we would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support. 

We would also welcome any feedback via email to 
the class teacher regarding the tasks as we look to 
continue to improve the educational experience of 
the pupils. 

KS4

Year 10 students have begun our new GCSE 
syllabus by looking at the Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman period. They will move on to study 
Medicine Through Time after Christmas. They 
have responded well to the increased demands at 
KS4 and are developing rapidly as historians. If 
you would like advice on how to support your son 
or daughter with regards to their study of GCSE 
History please do not hesitate to contact their class 
teacher. 

For the Year 11s the reality of the summer exams 
is ever increasing and the urgency is being seen 
by a renewed application from many. Students 
should have already begun their individual revision 
programme and, to support this, all students have 

been issued with a revision guide and a revision 
task book. The department revision programme has 
begun on a Tuesday lunchtime in all Y11 History 
rooms and is currently focused upon revising 
the Medicine module studied in Year 10. Please 
encourage your son or daughter to attend as it will 
definitely boost their grade! For further information 
on how to help students prepare for their summer 
History exams please contact the class teacher. 

The History Society

This term has seen the launch of the Park School 
History Society. The society has been established 
by Mr Cuthbertson and meets regularly to plan and 
create exhibits for our Virtual Museum (Corridor 
display) and to debate Historical arguments. The 
first display will commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of Pearl Harbour.  The society is also looking to set 
up film evenings and other activities in the History 
department and will act as an important conduit of 
student voice within the department. Students who 
participate will have the opportunity to earn their 
History colours. 

We have aimed the society at Years 10 and below 
due to the heavy demands on Year 11 students, 
but of course they are welcome to attend. If your 
son or daughter is interested in joining the History 
Society they should ask any of the History Staff or 
approach the committee: 

Tom Cockell – President
Joanne Roper – Vice President 
George Pocock – Secretary
James Patt – Committee Member
Tom Paviour Coward – Committee Member
(Shown below)
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The History Cup

The prestigious History Cup for the outstanding teaching groups within the department has once more 
been fiercely contested.

At KS3 many of the teaching groups have put up a great fight. 9P, the reigning champions at KS3, have 
once more proven to be a superb group to teach with some excellent Titaninc brochures being produced. 
The winning group however comes from Year 7 and whilst 7I, 7K, and 7T have all made superb starts, the 
winners are 7H. They were nominated by Mr Cuthbertson who said “A truly superb group. They constantly 
challenge themselves to produce their best work and are incredibly resilient when working independently. 
The lessons proceed at a great pace because of their positive behaviour for learning.” 

At KS4, the cup was again hotly contested. Two groups have made a real impression with their positive 
approaches. 11LH3 have worked particularly well with Mr Cuthbertson praising their willingness to try new 
activities to further their learning and improve their chances of success. The winners though are 10B1 
who were nominated by Miss Hockin who said “The group have made an excellent start to their GCSEs. 
They understand the importance of giving their best to each task and have made teaching the new GCSE 
lots of fun with their positive approach”.
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Pupils of the Term for History
(Pictured L to R)

Year 11 - Georgia Messinger 11SS – Mr Cuthbertson says “Georgia has a fantastic attitude. Her 
consistent hard work means that she has more and more confidence in herself. This has been reflected in 
her work because she is now analysing why events happened rather than recording what happened”.
Year 10 – Ellie-Jayne Shellam 10KV -  Miss Hockin says “Ellie shows amazing resilience in lessons. She 
never gives up and always tries 100%. Her attitude is really inspiring.”
Year 9 – Coyla Vuki 9EE - Mr Blannin says “ Coyla has made a superb start in History at Park school. Her 
attention to detail is excellent and she takes clear responsibility for improving her own work. She never 
settles for less than her best and is an absolute pleasure to teach.”
Year 8 - Sam Sheppard 8PS - Miss Roberts says “Sam has demonstrated a consistently positive attitude 
towards History. He has worked very hard to develop his skill set and always remains focused in lessons. 
Sam also brought in a model of the Mary Rose after his visit there over half term, and discussed his visit 
with the class. 
Year 7 – Evie Bazley 7NY – Mr Blannin says “Evie has made an exceptional start to her history studies at 
Park. She produces work of a consistently exceptional standard and is always considerate and supportive 
when working with other pupils. She has the potential to be a superb historian.”

Our world of History
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Friends Of ParkStaff are interesting people too!

Helen Honnor
(School Business Manager)

I grew up in a village on the outskirts 
of an area famed for growing asparagus 
and strawberries – the Vale of Evesham, 
Worcestershire. I went to Harvington Primary 
School until the age of 10 where, thanks 
to a fantastic Head, I developed a love for 
music and performance which stayed with me 
throughout my school days.

I joined St Egwin’s Middle School, then went 
onto Prince Henry’s High School (the old 
grammar school) aged 13 through to A Levels. 
Following in the footsteps of two older sisters, I 
recall feeling apprehensive going to big school 
as I had a lot to live up to, but at the same 
time was familiar with the school which helped.

Being of very sporty parentage, I took 
advantage of nearly every sporting activity 
going throughout my younger life –athletics 
and hockey being my favourites at school, 
and squash, swimming and rowing outside 
of school. The PE staff were fantastically 
committed and I remember being 
tremendously grateful for the significant extra-
curricular time they gave to our training and 
fixtures.

During high school I achieved my grade 8 on 
flute, and also played the cello and piano. 
When the school shows came round I recall 
nipping back and forth from my role on stage 
to the orchestra pit and being disappointed 
that I couldn’t also sing in the choir. A highlight 

was the annual dance show where I danced on 
roller skates dressed as a clown with my best 
friend Jacqui.

Academically, I enjoyed all subjects, 
although struggled a bit with the Sciences. 
Languages, Maths and Commerce became 
my strongest subjects and I took Languages 
and Economics at A Level alongside an Office 
Skills qualification where I learned how to type 
and was introduced to word processing and 
spreadsheets– I have to say, some of the most 
useful skills I have ever acquired.

Through High School I worked in a large 
hotel as a chambermaid for a couple of years 
and then I became a waitress in a gorgeous 
coffee/antiques shop in Broadway for several 
years after that. I learned a lot from this 
work experience - the importance of a quality 
customer service; the diversity of the general 
public; teamwork; reliability; resilience, but 
mostly I enjoyed work and the independence 
that it offered me. This influenced my decision 
to opt out of university and go straight to the 
world of work. I was lucky to get offered a job 
in a large Financial Services company and I 
started there before even knowing my A Level 
results.  Within a year I’d secured a place 
on their management training programme 
alongside eight university graduates.

Sport continues to be a part of my life, and I 
ran my first marathon last year aged 45! Music 
has somewhat fallen along the wayside, which 
I regret, but I intend to address at some point 
in the future.

I think students today are lucky to have a wide 
range of academic and vocational choices post 
16. I am a great supporter of the new and 
higher level apprenticeship options – ‘learn 
while you earn’ is a motto I endorse.

My advice for Park students is to think what 
you’d like to happen in your life, set goals, 
make plans, take opportunities that feel 
right. Be kind to the people you care about. 
Ultimately, only you will make the good things 
happen. 
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A record breaking Sports Day!A record breaking Sports Day!Outstanding Sport

Outstanding netball from the year 9s!

On Wednesday 2nd November, the U14 Netball team competed in the North Devon School Netball 
Tournament. The girls defeated 5 teams in their pool before going on to beat Bideford in the semi-final 
and then Pilton 20-6 in the Final!

Taylor Hawkings (captain) has managed the team 
brilliantly with all girls working cohesively, producing 
some exceptional performances.  

Confident play throughout from all girls with Amelia 
Andrew being on top form with her shooting, 
consistently producing some quality shots on target! 
 
Taylor Hawkings (GA), Amelia Andrew (GS) 
Laura Swales (WA), Ellie Raymond (C)                                  
Truesanna Cooper (C), Erin Parker (WD) 
Poppy Sampson (GD), Grace Dart (GK)

The B team also took part in round robin tournament 
against Bideford and Braunton, also winning both 
games!

Under 14 County Netball 
Tournament

The team went to Exeter College for the County 
round hoping to get through to represent Devon in 
the Regional tournament and then go further to the 
Nationals.

Their first match was against a strong St. Peter’s School from Exeter, to whom they lost 12-5. Once 
warmed up and ‘in the zone’ the girls then beat Colyton Grammar School 10 -5, Churston Grammar 
School 17-3, and Devonport School 19-2. Both defence and attack showed excellent form with the 
shooters being very consistent.

The team progessed them through to the Final where they played the eventual winners Maynard School 
and narrowly lost 13-14 after end to end play. They finally beat Sidmouth School 18-9 to finish in 3rd 
position. The team are reserves for the regional tournament at Marlborough College in January. All players 
stepped up to the mark during the day and represented the 
school well. Taylor Hawkings was noted by the officials for 
outstanding play in the Finals.

U16’s Netball Squad

The year 11 girls took part in the U16’s North Devon Netball 
Tournament and played very well. Unfortunately, the girls 
lost against 2 strong teams (Bideford and Pilton), missing 
out of the Semi-Final.

Year 11 played their last game of netball as a squad this 
term. Over the past 5 years they have developed as a squad 
and as individuals becoming team mates and also friends for 
life. Miss Markham has been really proud to take the team 
and has had some memorable times. Thank you girls, for 
making Tuesday afternoons bearable!
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Cross Country

Another very successful term for the cross country runners. Although we were unable to hold onto the 
Stephens Shield there were some outstanding efforts from many individuals. Hamish James comfortably 
won the Inter Boys’ Race with Alex Walker also coming in the Top 5. The Year 8 girls and boys both had 
three in the top 5 with two 1st places from Millie Ayres and Dylan Dayman.  The year 10 and 11 girls 
amazingly had five in the Top 10! (Erin Silvester 2nd, Flo Moore 4th, Lydia Surridge 5th, Samantha 
Phillips 7th and Harriet Parks 10th) 

All of the girls performed exceptionally well and did Park proud!

On 7th October we travelled to Downside School in Radstock, Somerset to compete in the English Schools’ 
Cross Country.  Again, everyone who took part ran with distinction and should be really proud to be part 
of a team that has a winning mentality. There was individual brilliance from Millie Ayres 3rd, Lotte 
Taylor 11th, Skye Pirie 12th, Dylan Dayman 3rd , Rupert Pocock 7th, Hamish James 2nd and Alex 
Walker 6th. 

Well done to all involved!

South West Regional Finals

The Junior Girls made it through to the South West 
Regional Finals at Kings School in Taunton. They all 
ran very well, especially Millie Ayres who came 
19th out of 85 runners and Lotte Taylor just 
behind in 20th place. Unfortunately, they didn’t 
quite make it through to the next round, but all 
girls need to be congratulated for their outstanding 
efforts and perseverance to get this far. 

Well done girls!                                                           

Holly Roach, Imogen Lang, Millie Ayres, Lotte 
Taylor and Skye Pirie.
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Rising Stars!

Rising Stars kicked off its programme for our KS3 Gifted and Talented PE students. The programme looks 
at the different aspects of fitness in detail, with the first session focusing on Core Stability/Strength. All 
those involved worked extremely hard and committed themselves fully to the session.  

Throughout this series of sessions we look at how each individual sport can benefit from a variety of 
training methods, and in turn give them the opportunity to perform at a higher level. 

The programme will cover areas such as Speed and Agility, Training Principles, Invasion Principles, Diet 
and Preparation for Activity and Fitness Retest – Goal Setting.

Mr Blanchard & Mrs Rogers
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Football Season

Both the year 9 and 10 teams came 3rd in their groups, hence didn’t qualify for the Semi-Finals. However, 
both squads showed real improvement and had good wins over Chulmleigh (yr 10s) and Route 39(yr 9s). 
The year 10s also gave the eventual champions a very good game (Bideford College) in their final group 
fixture, only losing 5-3 after leading 3-1.

The term has been a particularly successful one for years 7 and 8.
Both teams won their group with 100% records and reached the North Devon Finals. 

The year 7 team narrowly lost to Braunton after the game ended 2-2 after extra time. We lost on 
penalties in the sudden death section. This was after a dramatic penalty shootout Semi-Final win against 
South Molton.

The year 8s, however, went one better and won their Final. They beat Bideford College 3-0 which avenged 
their defeat in last year’s Final. It was a great team performance with pick of the goals being a great 
volley from a lovely team move. Goalkeeper Samatee Tocknell also pulled off two excellent saves from 
shots from point blank range.

U13’s Girls’ Rugby Development Day. 

On Friday 7th October we took twenty year 7 and 8 girls to Torrington for a day of rugby. The day was 
split into a morning training session with fun games and drills for all of the girls to practice their tackling 
and passing before playing matches in the afternoon. During the matches the girls produced some good 
rugby with Poppy Phillips creating great attacking runs, some amazing tackles from Holly Griffin 
and Lucy Ward scoring many tries, showing excellent strength and power! All girls seemed to grow in 
confidence throughout the games and really enjoyed the day.

Outstanding Sport
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This year is the first time that we have been able to offer a BTEC in Construction to a small number of 
our students. Some of you may recall, that I have sent out several pleas for equipment, donations and 
support for the students following the course. Well, as you can see, they have thrown themselves into 
their work and are currently working on their carpentry skills, building the props for the school show ‘We 
Will Rock You’ next year and will be learning basic bricklaying skills and constructing tool boxes next term. 

They have also been able to go on a number of site visits, including one to look at the reconstruction, by 
Anderson and Evans, of the base of Verity in Ilfracombe.

A really big thank you to those people, organisations and companies that donated equipment and those 
that are continuing to support the growth of this subject, particularly this term:

•	 David Lake of Pearce Construction who donated buckets, hammers and top range safety masks.
•	 Mole Valley Farmers – Martin Headon, for donating vouchers for us to spend in the South Molton store 

and Lowina Johnson, who donated hammers and buckets.
•	 Anderson and Evans, for assisting us with site visits and working on the vocational element with the 

boys.
•	 Mr Jamie Storey, Manager of Jewson Bideford, for a site visit.

Mrs Graham
Deputy Headteacher

BTEC Level 1 Construction

The students at Jewsons, Bideford The students at the base of Verity, Ilfracombe
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Governors and senior staff have spent some time drafting our vision 2020 for Park School. It sets our 
aspirations and what we are striving for.  We would welcome your views, comments and any suggestions 
you may have regarding our vision.

Please contact admin@theparkschool.org.uk with the subject header - 2020 Vision.

Thank you.

Mr G Roscoe
Headteacher

Park Vision 2020

Park Vision 2020  

Our vision is for every member of the Park community to discover a passion for learning; 
to have high aspirations of themselves and others, so everyone can achieve to the very 
best of their potential. We believe it is our responsibility to provide the correct blend of 
support and challenge, giving students a range of skills and characteristics that will allow 
them to lead successful, happy, and fulfilled lives. We aim to do this by creating confident, 
resilient and adaptable learners - learners who are curious, courageous, trusting and 
not afraid to try new things, learners who understand that failure is part of the learning 
process, learners who will become lifelong ambassadors for The Park and its community.

Our vision is for The Park Community School to become a leader in education across 
Devon, with a national reputation for excellence.  In working to achieve this we aim 
to provide the best opportunities, facilities and environment for our students, staff 
and community.  Staff will receive development and feedback opportunities, thereby 
continually developing their teaching, enhancing their knowledge, skills and enjoyment.  
By developing motivated and highly skilled staff Park will become the school of choice for 
students and parents in North Devon; our students will be known for being well behaved, 
having good manners, a respect for themselves and others, and acting with integrity and 
honesty.  Students will know how to stay safe (both online and in public) and will recognise 
the importance of making healthy choices.

Our vision is that students are ambassadors for our community, leaving the school as pro-
active, yet reflective learners. Park School students will be articulate, literate, numerate 
and confident, working both independently and as part of a team. They will show an 
understanding and acceptance of other people’s views and opinions.  Park School students 
will understand their role in society and be ready to make positive contributions as leaders 
of the future.



Your help has currently raised an amazing 
total of £697.66

Do you shop online ? If yes then you can help raise 
funds for our school.  All it takes is a few more 

clicks, what could be easier!

Before starting any online shopping, simply go to 
our school webpage 
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk, click the School 
Angel link and select your retailer. By going through 
School Angel, the retailer will make a donation to 
the school every time you make a purchase.

Thank you, your co-operation is very much 
appreciated.
a

Leavers and Startersg
Starters:
The following staff will/have started with us this 
term, we would like to welcome them to our school.

Pamela Willerton joined us as the Principal First 
Aider.
Julia Lock, Debra Kavanagh and Nicola 
Willmott joined us as Catering Assistants.
Nicola Passmore joined us as MTA for SEN.
Tammy Angell joined us as a Meal Time Assistant.
James Grills joined us as a Performing Arts 
Technician.
Kelly Smith joined us as a Deaf Inclusion Worker.
Jenny Marlow joined us as a Technology Teacher 
(Maternity Cover).

The following staff will join us on 5th December:
Owain Marden will join us as a Caretaker.
Brian Page will join us as a Cleaner/Mainenance.
Nigel Blight will join us as a Cleaner/Mainenance.

Paul Greenland will join us as Head Of Geography 
on 1st January 2017.

Leavers:
The following staff have left us this term, we would 
like to wish them good luck in the future.

Andrew Mackenzie, Site Supervisor
Emma Tattersall, Catering Assistant

Kate Boyd, Teacher
Rachel Shute, Technology Teacher.

Maternity Leave:
Emma Heale, Grace Olde and Kelly Ford.

Births:
Jo Prunier - Baby Boy (William)
Grace Olde - Baby Boy (Oliver)

Governors:
Kevin Binmore
Michael Chittock

Charity Donations Autumn 
Term 2016

Childern In Need - Collected £1235.77 so far.

OVERALL HOUSE ACTIVITIES’ SHIELD
2016 - 2017

Current House Points w/e 02/12
1= KINGSLEY 17
1= DRAKE 17
3 CHICHESTER 16
4 FORTESCUE 13

5 RALEIGH 12

Term Dates 2016-17

Autumn Term Ends - Friday 16th December.

Spring Term Begins - Wednesday 4th January.

Non Pupil Day - Tuesday 3rd January. 
(School office will be open)

Half Term - 13th February to 17th February 
inclusive.

Spring Term Ends - Friday 31st March.


