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Introducing our School Governors

Kim Baker
Chair of Governors
I was appointed as Chair of Governors last
September and am finding the role stimulating
and fulfilling. I thought I knew about education,
having been a primary head teacher for many
years – but there are differences in secondary
school and it has been a steep learning curve!
However, the steadfast commitment of the staff
and governors to the students is just the same.
I am fortunate that I have the time to carry out
this role.
I was born in South London, went through the
grammar school system and then studied at
the London College of Fashion before marrying
a dairy farmer from North Devon and moving
down. I realised quickly that looking after calves
and chickens was not for me. A career change
was required and so I studied at home while my
children were young, gaining a degree with the
Open University and then a PGCE in order to teach. Seven years later I had my own school and completed
my MA studies in the first year.
Outside of education and family my interests are all community based. I have been a magistrate for
over thirty years and continue this voluntary role in both Barnstaple and Exeter. Part of this is talking to
schools and I visit many primary schools and, of course, The Park. Through court work I know how hard
life can be for some families and students – and I also see individuals turn their lives around if helped and
supported. I realise how important it is to explain options and choices – and to grab opportunities.
In 2011 my family took the big decision to leave farming and move into town as my husband retired. I
joined him in retirement after a bout of pneumonia and we quickly became involved in the community. We
both love living in town – and yes, retirement is very busy!
My three adult children are all teachers in Barnstaple across key stages, and the eldest grandchildren start
at The Park in September and are waiting to be allocated to a House…… I look forward to hearing about
Year 7 first hand!

Contact Details
Has your phone number, email address or home address changed recently?

Have you let us know?

We are sending information to parents/carers more often by text and email, so it is important that we
hold your latest contact information.

Please ensure that you keep us up to date.
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The Head Writes
Welcome to the Easter edition of Park News. I hope you enjoy
reading about the developments, experiences and success of our
community in these pages. This term has certainly been a busy
one!
We have many highlights to share and celebrate but a special
mention must go to the cast and crew of ‘We Will Rock You’. This
was a great production showcasing the many talents and attributes
of students. When we think about our values – community,
honesty, resilience, acceptance, trust, responsibility and aspiration
– I can think of no better example of these in action.
It is always great to see and hear success stories of our current
students both inside and outside of school, this now extends to our
ever growing Alumni - who knows which of our current students we
may feature in the future!
As we look to the future I would like to take this opportunity
to share news about the possible future direction for the Park
School. Over the past several years, many schools have moved to
‘Academy’ Status. An Academy is a state school that is funded directly by the Department for Education
rather than receiving funding from the local authority. The Park is currently 1 of only 14 secondary schools
across Devon that does not have Academy Status.
More recently, the government agenda has been for groups of schools to ‘come together’ and create a
Multi- Academy Trust (MAT). A MAT is a group of schools that work together in a formal arrangement.
All schools within a MAT are governed by a single Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees is responsible
for decisions relating to how each school is run, but there will still be a local Governing Board who will
monitor and challenge the quality of education in each school.
The Park is currently working with a range of local primary schools to create and enter a Multi Academy
Trust. This should enable even greater relationships between our feeder schools and develop teaching,
learning, standards and progress at all ages and stages of education. We are excited about the
possibilities that this Trust may bring, not only to our current students but to future generations of Park
School students.
This is an important development for the school; we are taking our time to consider it carefully and would
welcome the views and input from our parents and local community.
I would like to hold an information and discussion session, to which any member of our community
who would like to attend is invited. This session will be held in school on Wednesday 26th April from
4.30pm to 5.30pm. Please contact the school office on Tel: 01271 373131, or alternatively email
ncorrick@theparkschool.org.uk by Friday 21st April to book a place at this meeting, so we can arrange an
appropriate venue.
The proposed Trust is one that will shape and influence education in and around Barnstaple for many
years and the school will continue to keep parents informed of this process over the coming weeks and
months. Please remember to keep an eye on our weekly parental bulletin for more information.

Mr G Roscoe
Headteacher

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Governors’ Tea - March 2017
A Governors’ tea is held once a term for those students who have received 500, 750, 1000 and 1500
Merits. The certificates and badges are awarded to each student by a member of the Governing Board and
the Head of House.
Hosted by Mrs Sanders, we enjoyed meeting this term’s award winners. Mrs Baker, our Chair of
Governors, presented the awards. Mrs Sanders and Mr Roscoe highlighted the hard work and consistent
effort shown by students.
Our congratulations to them all.

Kingsley House
500 Merits

Year 8 - Paris Sharp
Year 9 - Ethan Bowers, Jacob BurtonGray, Jack Ford, Liberty Sheldon
Year 10 - Felicity-Chloe Barkley, Rory
Parks
Year 11 - Polly Holman, Chloe
Passmore

750 Merits

Year 9 - Christopher Borthwick,
Hannah Elliot , Kirsty Kingdom, Luke
Mason
Year 10 - Lucy Rance, Melissa Davies,
Joseph Irwin, George Pocock,
Dominic Pullen, Olivia Wharton
Year 11 - Adam Davies, Kieran Sean
Rooney-Heason

Drake House
500 Merits

Year 8 - Alanah Bailey, Molly
Macleod, Callista Waldron, Tom
Bishop, Liam Darch, Harrison
Johnston, Leyton Weston
Year 9 - Nathan Gulliford

750 Merits

Year 8 - Harrison Johnston
Year 9 - Ben Harris, Koby Tanton,
Libby Wells, Jessica Woodward,
Josie Griffin
Year 10 - Molly Davies, Natalie
Jennison
Year 11 - Olivia Davie, Bryony
Ruhleman

1000 Merits

Year 11 - Amy Sandwell

1250 Merits

Year 11 - Toby Ruhleman
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Raleigh House
500 Merits

Year 8 - Hallie Mitchell, Sam Palmer,
Emily Hicks-Holland, Molly Penny,
Genevieve Tuhakaraina, Mia Williams
Year 9 - Grace Dart, Ben Gregory,
Taylor Hawkings, Ellie Raymond,
Samantha Spurling, Jenna Bowman
Year 10 - Troy Elworthy, Billy Grant,
Max Reincke
Year 11 - Megan Young

750 Merits

Year 9 - Jack Copplestone
Year 10 - Elise Muzard-Clark, Chantelle
Bennett

Fortescue House
500 Merits

Year 8 - Millie Ayres, Daniel Mock,
Tia Morris, Amy Murphy, Charley
Prouse, Alex Heale
Year 9 - Niomi Duncan-Evans,
Jasmine Turner
Year 10 - Brendon Chadwick

750 Merits

Year 10 -Zoe Fletcher

Chichester House
500 Merits

Year 8 - Mackenzie Crowle, Tegan
Harrison, Louie Van Rossem-Boyd,
Rory Boorman, Taylor James
Brown, Kirsty Gibson, Thomas
Mansell, Poppy Phillips, Amy
Saunders-Dodge, Samuel Sheppard
Year 9 - Angus Coultas-Pitman,
Daisy Peckham
Year 10 - Molly Mellet, Angelina
Rogers, Oliver Streete
Year 11 - Daisy Bayliss

750 Merits

Year 9 - Katie Purvis, Alex Winter
Year 11 - Mahmuda Chowdhury,
Madison Pounds, Jasmine,
Williams, Grace Wood

1000 Merits

Year 10 - Rhianna Cohen
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Our world of English
World Book Day
Mrs Jones certainly got her teeth into
Park school’s celebration of World
Book Day this year.

Mrs Jones dressed as
Dracula on World Book Day

The Staff Autobiography Extract
Competition in the English corridor

Mrs Jones organised an incredibly
successful day packed full of activities
and competitions around the theme
of reading. There were book cover
competitions; the Staff Autobiography
Extract Competition; a huge variety
of book based tasks and the create
a spoon character held in the library.
This year, not only were teachers
dressed as their favourite book
characters, students in Years 7, 8 and
9 were invited to get into the spirit of
the occasion by dressing up in literary
based costumes.

Youth Speaks

It has been an extremely successful year for Park School’s Junior Youth Speaks team. Not only were
our team of three - who consist of Year 8 students Kimberley Jump (Chairperson), Ben McElfatrick
(Speaker) and Kathryn Hassan (proposer of the Vote of Thanks) - joint winners of the Barnstaple
Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks competition, they were joint winners of the North Devon District round. Now,
the three are on their way to Plymouth’s University of Marjon to take part in the District Final. Once there,
they will deliver their interesting, original and informative take on computer games.
The team’s success is all the more impressive as the Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks Competition has a longheld tradition of extremely high standards. Miss Jones, who has coached the team since spotting their
potential in the debating club, which she holds with Mrs Keates on Thursday lunchtimes, has commented
favourably on the team’s independence, dedication and ability to take on board advice and improve after
each round.
We wish the team the very best of luck in the next round of the Rotary Club Youth Speaks competition.
The long List of Carnegie nominated novels is now out and Mrs Keates will soon be inviting avid and
enquiring young readers to join her team. Excitingly, Park will be hosting this year’s Carnegie Shadowing
presentation event. We are also delighted that we will be meeting the accompanying author Emma
Carroll, whose novels include ‘In Darkling Wood’, ‘The Snow Sister and ‘Strange Star’.
Kimberley Jump (8JL),
Ben McElfatrick (8JL)
and Kathryn Hassan
(7SP) proudly holding
their certificates with
their coach, Miss Jones.

I went to Park School and now I am...

Paul Dunstan
Ryder Cup Operations
Director
Since leaving Park School in June 1998 I attended
North Devon College and took a GNVQ in Leisure
and Tourism (Sept ’98 – June ’00) which was
followed by a year working to gather funds
for university. In September 2001 I started at
Buckinghamshire Chilterns University and studied
Sports Business Management and Golf Studies
which included a year living and working in North
Carolina, USA.
I graduated in September 2005 and spent some
time in Barnstaple working at North Devon Leisure
Centre whilst applying for jobs within the sports
industry. In the spring of 2006 I was successful in
my application to the European Tour and started
working as an Events Intern in April 2006. Since
joining I progressed from an Intern to Assistant
Championship Director working on more than 50
global golf events including five Ryder Cups, most

recently I have been promoted to Operations
Director for the Ryder Cup which is the position I
currently hold.
I liked the community feel of Park School, everyone
seemed to know everyone, both students and
teachers, without actually trying to make it that
way it felt like a naturally safe environment.
Standout memories would be some of the trips we
went on – year 7 residential to Exeter and the year
10 trip to Bude for an activity week. I was always
more keen on the sports side so can’t honestly say
I enjoyed any of the lessons except for PE!
My motivation in life has been to try and be happy
and keep perspective on everything.
My message to my 15 Year old self would be do
what you feel is correct at any given time and be
honest even if you feel others aren’t doing so, life is
much clearer that way. Sometimes you’ll be happy,
sometimes you’ll be sad, sometimes you’ll make
mistakes, sometimes others will make mistakes.
Work hard, be honest, get involved in things you
enjoy and give yourself a purpose in sport, music,
travel, or anything to keep life interesting.

ALUMNI

Building a past-student community at The Park Community School
Park School Alumni has teamed up with the education charity FUTURE FIRST, who are helping us to
reconnect with our former students and involve them in our current school life, whether they left last year
or 50 years ago.
If you are a past student or know of anyone who would like to give something back to their old school or
even just stay in touch and attend a reunion, then all you need to do is to get them to sign up at:
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/park

Our world of Maths
UKMT Intermediate Results
On Thursday 2nd February, our top performing year 9, 10 and 11 students in Mathematics took the UKMT
Intermediate Maths Challenge. The challenge involved answering 25 multiple choice questions in one
hour and was sat under exam conditions. Only the highest achieving students take part and of these the
top 40% of students nationally are awarded a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3.
Here is a list of our students who were awarded certificates:

Year 9: Josh Brandi

Year 9: Joanne Roper

YEAR 9
Gold

L to R: Jonas Hackney Davies,
Alex Charters, Andrew Morgan

YEAR 10

YEAR 11

Gold

Gold

Silver

Silver

Silver

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Joanne Roper (Best in Year
and Best in School)

Josh Brandi (Best in Year)
Tara Davies
Abby Gibson
Coyla Vuki
Truesanna Cooper
Chris Cullen
Laura Swales
Jason Dennis
Poppy Sampson
Isaac Stanhope
Zachary Adams
Jessica Woodward
Ciaran Overend
Bethan Sharples
Ben Ryan
Harry Huxtable
Maddy Roberts
Lydia Macree
Keira Worrall
Liam Horsman
Floella Kilham
Emily Hearn
Nathan Gulliford
Meaylee Lewis
Joseph Place
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Molly Davies
Katie Brown
Brendon Chadwick
Melissa Davies
Ethan Moorfield
Elise Muzard Clark

Dylan Barton
Edwin Bacon-Davie
Louisa Tighe
Amy Taylor
Gabriella Camp
George Honnor
Louis Green
Rupert Mackenzie
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Jonas Hackney Davies (Best
in Year)
Alexander Charters
Andrew Morgan
Jonathan Lahai-Taylor
Adam Davies
Lucy Rawlinson
Cameron Naylor
Sam Yeowell
Alice Dobbs
Luke Mitchell
Emily Brooks
Grace Wood
Franklin James
Kieran Sean Rooney-Heason
Zafira Shah
Madison Pounds
Christopher Fleming
Jack Milward
Matthew Davis
Ryan Mundell
Alexander Styles
Charlotte Babb

Around 500 of the highest scorers in each school year nationally are invited to take part in the
Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad papers: Cayley, Hamilton and Maclaurin for year 9, 10 and 11 and
equivalent. A further 5,500 students from across all three year groups are invited to sit either the grey or
pink European Kangaroo papers. These are one-hour papers with 25 multiple choice questions, taken by
students from over 30 countries worldwide.
This year several of our students qualified for these follow on rounds. Joanne Roper qualified for the
Hamilton Olympiad paper in year 10. Additionally in year 11, Jonas Hackney-Davies, Alexander
Charters, and Andrew Morgan all qualified to sit the pink kangaroo paper, and in year 9 Josh Brandi
qualified to sit the grey kangaroo paper. We wish them the best of luck in these challenges!

Finance Week
Before half term, Year 9 students participated in a week long series of maths lessons related to finance.
They studied various topics related to finance such as budgeting and paying bills and tax. We would like to
thank Mickey and Eddy from Natwest who visited that week to talk to the students about various aspects
of having a bank account.

Maths Team Challenges
On 27th February, four selected
mathematics students travelled to the
UKMT (United Kingdom Mathematics
Trust) Junior Team Challenge 2017 at
Coombe Dean School Plymouth.
The team of four consisted of two
from year 9 and two from year 8. The
team members were Liam Horsman
9MH, Nathan Gulliford 9CM, James
Buckland 8PS and Hallie Mitchell
8GM.
The team finished 5th - a creditable
performance, well done to you all!

On the 9th March a selected group of
four year 10 students went along to
the Maths Feast at the Met Office in
Exeter. An annual Team competition run
by The FMSP (Further Maths Support
Programme) of Plymouth University.
The team members were Dylan Barton
10CW, Joanne Roper 10DA, Lucy
Wells 10KH and Molly Davies 10LI.
The team won the first round, and were
in contention all the way through the
competition, at the end they finished in
2nd place. A super performance, well
done to you all!

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Peer Mentors

Peer Mentors 2016-2017
The peer mentors have done a great job helping over 100 year 7s settle into school life, organising games
and activities in the gym.
Group 1 Wednesdays
Dylan Barton-Hill (Rep)
Fabian Barker
Brandon Dean
Group 4 Wednesdays
Charlotte Chambers
Joanne Roper (Rep)
Liam Walters
Melissa Davies
Rhianna Cohen

Group 2 Thursdays
Amy McKenzie
Molly Grant (Rep)
Group 5 Thursdays
Tilly Scotthorne
Chloe McGuire
Rose Farrell
Emilie Anderson-Retter
Maya Lewis
George Pocock

Group 3 Fridays
Chloe Soper
Sophie Stevens
Chloe Middleton
Poppy Whitfield
Kia Paramore (Rep)
Group 6 Fridays
Lucy Wells
Harriet Slate
Lauren Tucker
Louisa Tighe
Caitlin Curtis (Rep)
Anna Gooderham

Student Profiles
Millie Ayres (Year 8)

What is your particular interest/achievement:
Cross country and diving
Tell us more about it:
I first began diving when my mum took me to Plymouth for 1:1
diving sessions. The sessions are just under 2 hours, plus the
journey time there and back - I do this 4 days per week and have
two coaches working with me.
What have been your biggest achievements in it?
Last year I came First Place in the Southwest Skills and Tenth Place
in the country at National Skills for English Schools (at the London
Olympic Park)
What are the “secrets” of your success?
Hard work, determination and focus are key because when you
participate you need to be ‘in the zone’. To prepare, you must do
conditioning exercises at home 2-3 times per week.
What is the most important/best thing about Park School?
The school has fully supported me in my training and participation
in competitions.

Staff are interesting people too!
Aimee Mills
(Assistant Headteacher,
Progress Leader Years
10/11
I went to two primary schools but the one I
remember most is Payhembury Primary school near
Ottery St Mary which was very small, consisting
of 3 classes of mixed year groups. Having started
there in year 6, I quickly became the loud and
bossy one but enjoyed the learning and particularly
loved helping out the lower school with their art and
reading; an early indication that maybe a teaching
career was for me!

commercial artist was not for me. I knew I wanted
to move to London when finishing my degree and
an opportunity arose when I successfully gained a
PGCE place at The Institute of Education, UCL.
London is a vibrant, challenging but also hugely
exciting city, full of opportunity and adventure
and was so for many years of my life. However, I
always knew I wanted to come back home to Devon
eventually so when an opportunity arose at Park I
jumped at the chance.
One thing I have learnt is that you have to grasp
every opportunity presented to you; my most
rewarding moments have been when I’ve been
most challenged. Volunteering for things that take
me out of my comfort zone is how I’ve grown in
confidence and developed into a senior leader. My
advice to our young people at Park is to challenge
yourself, always push yourself that little bit further
and harder as you’ll look back and see those little
moments are the ones that shape your life forever!

Me then...

Going up to The King’s School was a daunting
prospect and I remember heading off with my new
bag and full pencil case, only to lose most of it in
my first week! Lessons were exciting, suddenly
we had DT, Art and Drama, all of which I adored.
That very first Christmas in Textiles I made my own
Christmas stocking which my mum still hangs out
every year to this day!

Me now...

Art and Textiles have always been my passion so off
I went to Exeter College to complete an Advanced
GNVQ (BTEC level 3 qualification) in Art and Design
which then took me to Oxford Brookes University
to study for a degree in Fine Art. Not doing the
traditional A Level route was a daring one at the
time as GNVQs were fairly new, but this didn’t stop
me.
During my time at university I joined a number of
societies and started working at an independent art
gallery which quickly made me realise that being a

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Visible Geography

Eco Cake House- Amelie Blyth

Eco House Riley Body

Eco House Megan Wall

Eco House Rebecca Scourfield

In January Geography welcomed a new Head of
Department, Mr Greenland, to the team as Mr
Lewin became Assistant Headteacher and Progress
Leader for years 8 and 9. There’s a lot going on
in the final term with fieldwork trips for Year 10
(Westward Ho!) and Year 8 (Croyde) and the return
of the Geography Olympiad. The Olympiad will see
year 8 students investigate a Geographical issue in
groups before presenting their ideas. The best will
battle it out in front of a panel of important people
to persuade them that their presentation is the
most exceptional!

Year 7 Geography Students
Design Our Future Homes
Year 7 Students demonstrated their understanding
of the Energy and Environmental Issues unit by
researching, designing, building and even baking(!)
Eco Homes. The Geography students were
fantastically innovative both in their design ideas
and in their modelling skills and enjoyed explaining
the features to each other and their teachers. It’s
not every day that you get to take a delicious bite
of an Eco House model that incorporates a turf roof,
solar panels and a ground source heat pump!

Year 9 Volcano Cakes

Following this, Year 7 hit the road to get out and
about around Barnstaple to look at their local urban
environment and to learn new fieldwork skills.

Year 9 Create Explosions
Not to be outdone, Year 9 students finished off
their unit on tectonic hazards by creating exploding
model volcanoes and even volcano cakes!

I went to Park School and now I am...

Dr. Julie Riggs (nee
Bennett)
Academic Practitioner

(Head Girl and Head of House 1989/90)
Since leaving Park School, I have been fortunate
to travel and work around the world. I started
my career working as a health and safety advisor
for a leisure/holiday company and progressed to
global strategic roles leading health and safety
practitioners across corporate organisations.
During this time, I completed my MSc in
Occupational Health and Safety Management and
a Doctorate (DProf) in Environment with Middlesex
University.
I also conducted additional activities, such as
conducting UK wide research looking at mental
health in the workplace, I presented the findings
to a select committee in the House of Commons.
I have been interviewed by a Times Reporter,
featured in safety trade journals, interviewed for
four BBC radio programmes including an invited
guest on the Jeremy Vine show.
Apart from my work, I enthusiastically engaged
fully in life and have extensively travelled and
participated in a range of activities from sky diving
to camel trekking across the Mongolian desert to
running half marathons. I have recently returned
to the South West to live near friends and family
and to enjoy the lifestyle offered by this beautiful
coastal region.
I would describe myself as an academic
practitioner, author and speaker specialising
in Occupational Health and Safety (OSH) and
Indoor Air Quality (IAQ). I currently work for a
consultancy whereby I write and deliver training
material for degree students. However, I believe
that a career does not have to be 9-5, but you can
add flexibility to your role and shape your career

with portfolio work.
Firstly, I would state that ‘Kingsley rules’ and was
always the best house, led by a truly inspiring
House Head and art teacher Ken Doughty. His
influences still remain, particularly a common
phrase he would use all the time
of ‘go for it’. He was unrelenting
in his support and gave huge
confidence to his students. I also
had an incredible Form Tutor and
French teacher, Chris Ley who
inspired, made me laugh and was
a strong role model in my life.
I particularly enjoyed music,
technical drawing, science
and history classes, but took
the initiative to engage in all
activities across the school,
from Duke of Edinburgh, Young
Enterprise to the school bank, sports teams,
drama and music activities, which gave me a more
rounded view of life.
I loved my time at school and have so many fond
memories, I also made lifelong friendships that,
despite differences in our lives or geographical
distances, we still speak and share our life journeys
together.
At 15 I didn’t really know what I wanted to do
with my life. I also put myself into a category of
believing that I was fairly average academically and
therefore my options were limited. But I eventually
realised I could be whoever I wanted to be. I have
learnt that with hard work, dedication and being
tenacious you can achieve anything.
I strongly believe that education gives opportunities
and choices in life. Do not consider yourself to be
disadvantaged, as education creates a level playing
field for everyone. Stay focused, be the change
and destiny you want to see, be in control of your
life, don’t let people distract you or pull you off
course, get to know yourself.
I would reassure myself that life is an exciting
adventure, get out of your comfort zone and do not
fear the next steps. Do not worry about failure,
nothing is permanent, you will learn from it and
strive forward with even more vigour. Choose the
good side of life (stay away from negative people
and experiences that are self-harming).
See life as a continuous learning journey, not just
something that you leave behind after completing
school or college. Finally, live your life with passion
and make a pledge to yourself to return one
day to Park School to share your life’s story and
inspiration.

Alumni - Building a past-student community at Park

Alumni students helping Year 9

Options Evening

Former Park School students Jordan
Portchmouth, Louise Thorne and Caitlin Parker
offered to help our Year 9 students with their
Option Choices. The sessions were held during
morning registration between the 10th – 18th
January 2017.

Caitlin and Jordan also attended the Year 9 Options
Evening on 26th January 2017 with Petroc staff to
offer insight and advice.

The Petroc students delivered 5 sessions to Year 9
Tutor Groups and talked about:
•

Different types of qualifications

•

Their own GCSE choices

•

How important the last 3 years at secondary
school are in terms of future choices

•

How option choices can impact on college
choices and beyond

•

Questions from the Tutor groups

The Year 9 tutors feedback said that the Year 9
students really appreciated the information that the
former students shared with them.
Jordan is completing a BTEC Diploma in
Surveying and Architecture at Petroc and
planning to go to Cardiff University to study
Architecture for 7 years.
Caitlin and Louise are both doing a BTEC
Diploma course in Business.
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They were joined by James Prince, a former
student, who works at Perrigo, who is also a
Governor at Park School.

Phoenix Project

The Phoenix Fire Safety Awareness Course 6th – 10th March 2017
Nine students from the Park Community School were selected to participate in the Phoenix Fire Safety
Awareness course held at Barnstaple Fire Station from 6th to 10th March 2017. The principal aim of the
course was to make young people aware of the risks of engaging in dangerous behaviour with specific
regard to fire. A number of other life skills and qualities were also addressed by working alongside
professional firefighters in an active Fire Station.
During the week the students covered a range of activities including pump and hose drills, the effect on
burns victims, basic first aid, Road Traffic Collision drills and Breathing Apparatus drills.
The week ended with a Pass Off Parade which gave students the opportunity to demonstrate a culmination
of the skills learnt in front of family members, Fire Service officials and representatives from school.

This above picture shows the Phoenix students
demonstrating how to remove a live casualty from
a road traffic accident. Originally, the car had a
roof but the students cut it off using Fire Service
specialist tools so that the casualty could be
removed safely.

The photograph above shows a number of students
working together to rescue multiple casualties from
a burning building. Here you can see some of the
team using fire hoses to contain the fire while their
partners enter the building to rescue the simulated
casualties. The rescuers are using Fire Service
issue breathing apparatus to prevent them from
inhaling noxious fumes.

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Britain Needs Scientists

Britain Needs Scientists Event 8th March
On the 8th March, 25 science students attended a ‘Britain Needs Scientists’ Event at Exeter University.
The day involved an interactive science fair followed by speed-dating various post-graduates about the
research they are currently doing. They got to interview physicists, biologists, chemists and psychologists
and learnt about all the different avenues of scientific research that can be done. This opened the
students’ eyes as to how important science is to the future of Britain.

Top of the Bench chemistry competition 7th December

Year 11 student Emily Brooks, year 10 student Ellie McLaughlin and year 9 students Zac Adams and
Nathan Gulliford, took on the challenge of a South West chemistry competition held at Exeter University.
The team of four competed against 15 other schools to find out the vitamin C content of various different
foods using titration. They were very successful in the practical and were one of only two teams to get the
correct results! In the science quiz that followed they were just beaten to first place by one mark!
Second place is an excellent achievement for these students – well done!
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I went to Park School and now I am...

John Sandwell
Global Director of
Product Management
When I left Park School I went to college to study
‘A’ Level maths and physics. After my first year I
decided to leave and join the RAF as an Aircraft
Electrical Mechanic. I served just under 3 years
and realised I wanted more qualifications so I
bought myself out of my 9 year contract and got an
Engineering apprenticeship in Barnstaple.
I gained an ONC and HNC in mechanical
Engineering at this company. I then moved onto
AMP (now TE Connectivity) where I currently have
worked for 22 years. I then studied further to gain
an HND and then finally a degree through distance
learning from Plymouth University.
My current Job Title is Global Director of Product
Management and my Employer is TE Connectivity
Ltd. TE employees 72,000 people and earns more
than $12 billion dollars a year.
The Great Wall picture is from a work trip to China
where I go regularly and lived for a 3 months
assignment. I actually spend around 50% of my
time travelling, visiting my staff in California,
Shanghai and Czech Republic and also customers
throughout the world.
When I was a student at Park I was in Drake
house and now my children are Drakes as well. My
favourite lesson was History with Mr Coates he was

so inspirational and drove me to be confident in
attitude and demeanour if you love your subject.
My motivation in life is “play to win”. What I mean
is whatever you set your mind to, be the best you
can be and always strive to better yourself as only
you can do it.
The message I would give to reassure my 15
Year old self would be “Don’t panic as no-one
knows where they will be in 20 years time but if
you believe in yourself and put in 100% you will
achieve what you want in life”.
At 19 in the RAF I realised that I was going nowhere and I had the courage to take a leap of faith
and leave to pursue a future I knew I wanted. Now
I am in the top 200 managers of a Fortune 500
company and travelling the world. So never stop
believing in yourself!

PTE - Holocaust Memorial Day

The 27th January marks Holocaust
Zachary Adams 9GR, Owen Bound 9GR, Ellie Raymond 9EE, Lily White 9EE,
Ethan Bowers 9LK, Meaylee Lewis 9MS, Coyla Vuki 9EE
Memorial Day, a day to remember
with Ernest Simon and Barnabas Balint
the victims of the Holocaust. The
Philosophy, Theology and Ethics
department took a group of students to Exeter to mark the event. The weeks prior to this, the students
spent some time putting together a presentation that considered how we could respond to the injustices.
It was displayed in Exeter Guild Hall throughout Holocaust Memorial Day. The students were taken on
a short ‘Human Rights Trail’ around Exeter looking at different groups of people who had been treated
as outsiders throughout history. The rest of the day was spent learning about the Gypsy and Jehovah’s
Witnesses experiences of the Holocaust.
Two weeks later these students were invited back to Exeter University to meet Ernst Simon, a survivor of
the Holocaust. They also got a taste of University life by attending a seminar based on an aspect of Ernst
Simon’s experience. The day ended with a short commemorative ceremony where Lily White (9EE) read
a poem to all the schools in attendance.
The students were fantastic on both days and showed a great sense of maturity when hearing some truly
heartbreaking stories.
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Article written by Zachary
Adams (Year 9)
On Friday 27th January a group of year nine PTE
students took the train to Exeter to experience the
Holocaust Memorial Day at the Exeter Guildhall.
The memorial day is held all over the country on
the 27th January because that was the day in 1945
that Auschwitz, the largest of the Nazi controlled
concentration camps, was liberated. The day offers
a chance to remember the millions of people who
were murdered or whose lives had been changed
during the Holocaust, Nazi persecution and
subsequent more recent genocides. It was shocking
to think that an estimated six million Jewish people
and two hundred thousand Romani Gypsies were
murdered in the Holocaust.
We arrived at the Guildhall with other schools from
Devon and listened to speeches made by various
different people such as the Mayor of Exeter, a
member of the Holocaust Trust and a visitor to
the Museum of Auschwitz who described their
experience. We then took a tour around a small
part of the city to look at various places of religious
significance such as graveyards and places of
worship. Afterwards we went back to the Guildhall
and watched a video about the prosecution of
Romani Gypsies in the Holocaust; a part of history
which not many people are aware of.
We all found the day very interesting and thoughtprovoking which made us realise the horrors of
World War ll and other genocides. It made us
appreciate that we live in a safe and protected
environment.

Article written by Turaya
Chadburn (Year 9)
Ernest Simon spoke of how he fled Austria in 1938
at the age of eight because he was Jewish. Because
of his religion he fled his home out of fear. After
watching from his bedroom window for months
and seeing the destruction all around, witnessing
Synagogues burn to the ground by Nazis, he was
finally sent over to England. Yet, his family did not
go with him. For a child of just eight years old, it
must have been a traumatic, heart-breaking and
a dramatic time for him. We can only imagine the
pain he suffered, but he lived through this. He
survived the Holocaust and is now telling others
about his life and the journey he has made to be
where he is today.

family, Ernest did not speak much English at the
time so had to learn it. His Aunt lived in England
and had arranged for his parents to come to the
country. Finally Ernest was reunited with his family
at last.
Hearing his story made me think about the world
we live in today. How one dominant person can
destroy so much.
After listening to Ernest Simon, Dr Rachel Pistol
lead a seminar about the treatment of German and
Austrian ‘enemy aliens’ in Great Britain during the
Second World War. War broke out in 1938 and most
of the British population were aware of Germans
and Austrians residing in Great Britain who were
refugees and possible allies. Yet, after France fell
in 1940, no one believed the Germans could have
progressed so quickly without the aid of foreign
spies. Everyone was fearful that the same would
happen to Britain if something was not done about
the enemy aliens in the country. A classification
system was established to classify Germans and
Austrians into three categories.
A= A dangerous alien.
B= A person who was not a big threat.
C= A person who was no threat at all.
This, however, was a bias and unfair way of
classifying individuals. Enemy aliens were arrested
and sent to temporary camps until they were sent
to permanent camps on the Isle of Man. Some of
the most dangerous internees (Category A) were
held in Australia or Canada.
This seminar suggested what Ernest Simon’s father
experienced, being an internee for a year on the
Isle of Man.
So, how can life go on?
Life can continue by remembering the pain and
suffering that occurred so it cannot happen again.
Life can go on by reflecting on the past and seeing
how one dominant person changed life for the
worst. We can show respect, for those who survived
the horrific times and to those who sadly died.
We are all different and should embrace this fact;
we are all unique and should not have to hide this
like the Jewish population had to do during the war.
Yet, we are all the same in at least one way. We are
all human. People make mistakes; it is inevitable,
but learning from our mistakes is how we create a
better future. If we don’t, then the past will keep
repeating itself.

He was evacuated to England by ‘Kindertransport’.
This evacuated children to safer places while the
war progressed. In England he lived with a Jewish
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Staff are interesting people too!
Paul Greenland
(Head Of Geography Dept)

Your Life in 10 Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: Mountain biking,
exploring, music, drums.
Favourite Book: One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s
Nest by Ken Kesey.
Favourite Music: I love music from many genres.
Red Hot Chili Peppers are one band I have loved
since I was about 15.
Favourite Film: The Big Lebowski
Childhood Hero: Martin Potter - 1989 World
Surfing Champion (British)
Three famous people (alive or dead) you
would like to meet:
Dave Grohl (Musician – Nirvana & Foo fighters)
Joe Simpson (Mountaineer)
Jack Kerouac (Author)
Your Best Teacher and Why:
John Lifford, my A-level Geography teacher from
North Devon College (Now Petroc) who took a
group of us on a field trip to Morocco. An incredible
trip: Sleeping out on dunes in the Sahara and on
roofs in mountain villages really did expand my
mind, sparking my passion for Geography and
exploring.
Your Biggest Regret: Not getting a flight to visit
my namesake, Greenland, while I was in Iceland

Although I have only recently returned to North
Devon, I grew up here, opposite RAF Chivenor,
aspiring to be a fast jet pilot. When my eyesight
let me down and that dream ended I had no idea
what I would do. One thing was certain, on leaving
Pilton there was no way on earth I would ever
become a teacher. I think a few of my teachers
probably agreed! By the time I’d finished university
and spent some time exploring, I had fallen in love
with Geography and realised I really wanted to do
the one thing I had vowed a few years previously I
would never do.
I’ve taught in several schools, most recently in
Manchester where I taught Media Studies, in
addition to Geography. I’ve yet to teach anyone
who’s gone on to become properly famous,
although when I taught in Bradford I did have
Gareth Gates (Pop Idol’s first runner-up – ask your
mum!) in a couple of my A-level General Studies
lessons. He used to put on lunch-time concerts for
the school… This was of course before he left to
become a pop star and meet Katie Price.
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Your Proudest Achievement to Date: Cycling
the Tarka Trail all the way from Instow to Bideford
with no hands – aged 11.
The Most Important Thing You Have Ever
Learned – Forgiving people makes you happier.

I went to Park School and now I am...

Sam Woolacott
VIP Personal Trainer

Trainer in Fitness First and was flown to UAE to
start a new life. That was 6 years ago and I haven’t
looked back since.
My current job title is VIP Personal Trainer for a
high profile person (cannot disclose). I currently
train a high profile business man which involves a
lot of international travel I spend roughly 3 weeks
a month travelling to many countries and cities
around the world with my client supporting his
nutrition/fitness/business/security and personal
needs. It’s a very high pressure job and I’m
constantly exhausted from travel. There is also
very little room for error, one mistake could cost
him millions and me my job. However it has its
rewards financially and has been an awesome
experience meeting VIPs, learning from them and
making connections.
I have loads of fond memories of Park, a lot of
teachers have had a lasting impression on me
specifically Mr Ley my French teacher his humour
and sternness were second to none, Mr Poole my
English teacher who taught me it was never to late
to try hard and kept believing in me when many
would have given up. And my old tutor Mr Williams
and Head of House Mrs Hevingham (Robins) for
having patience with me.

When I left park in 2004 I didn’t really know what
I wanted to do as a career, I started a few different
college courses and jobs over a period of 5 years
I’d say, but I didn’t really know what I wanted to
do. I always loved sports and fitness so I finally
decided on taking a Health Exercise and Fitness
course at Petroc which was a yearlong course and
I decided to stay on and do another year to qualify
as a Personal Trainer. When I completed the course
I applied for a position in Dubai as a Personal

My motivation in life has always been to be the
best I can be. I’m lucky my career overlaps with
my passions and has allowed to make money
from doing the things I love like playing rugby,
running obstacle races and representing different
companies and countries in varying capacities. The
message I would give is very simple, I’d say “Do
not give up on yourself it’s never too late to make
a positive change and believe and trust in yourself.
Life is too short to worry about little things.”

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Drama inspires
Gifted And Talented Day
The Year 7 Drama Gifted and Talented Day was
attended by some 60 students from Braunton
Academy, Pilton Community College, Bideford
College and Park Community School. The day was
led by the inspirational theatre group Multistory.
Time sped by as we looked at some of the big
questions of life.
Initially there was a lively exploration of what
we say with our physical being. It was clear from
the outset that working with like-minded people
from across the area was a fruitful and exciting
thing to do. Still images were examined to try
and understand what we silently tell the world
through posture and facial expression. Now very
aware of this significant, yet subtle communication
we enjoyed extracts from some of Multistory’s
extensive repertoire. Pericles was one we met,
students were asked to tussle with the challenges
he faced. Then the Diggers had the right to dig
and grow their vegetables - or did they? So the
dilemma’s and questions came thick and fast.
Multistory’s inventive use of theatre became the
vehicle for students to share their thoughts. Role
play, imagery, narration and thought tracking all
flowed as we grappled with stories ancient and
modern. So it was that we came to the climax of
the day. Students were asked to illustrate their big
question. Ideas ranging from the role of technology
to conflict resolution around the world were
imaginatively presented.
Multistory provided a day that was both thought
provoking and stimulating, the creative and
powerful use of theatre technique led us to places
we had not expected to visit. All of the students
from each school collaborated exceptionally with
each other and engaged creatively, inquiringly and
enthusiastically. How lucky we are here in North
Devon!

Drama Matters
Using Forum Theatre as a way of having a shared
experience and engaging students is a unique and
very powerful technique used here at Park, led by

the indomitable Mr Barber. A year group watch a
short drama that looks at the worst case scenario,
then challenges the audience to change the
situation by exploring what could be said or done to
avert the disaster.
On Thursday 16th March year ten GCSE Drama
students performed a powerful piece of drama
based on the sensitive issue of Domestic Violence
to the whole year eight cohort. The performance
was successful in its aim to both engage and shock
the audience, who watched with intent throughout.
Jade Mcllwaine played the mother very
sensitively, showing through her body language
the fear that she felt. Matthew Cooper played
the father, an intimidating character. Matthew
played this so powerfully he controlled, not only the
other characters, but also the tense atmosphere in
the audience. Ella De La Cour and Tom Cockell
played the children caught in the middle of this
destructive relationship. Ella’s facial expression
communicated the challenge her character faced
whilst Tom, who had taken over the role due to
illness on the day, played his part confidently.
Chloe McGuire and Emy Rosenbaum used
dialogue expertly as the neighbour/cousins who
showed a contrast between a family who argue and
moan about each other and an abusive relationship.
The focus and commitment shown by all the
performers was superb!
After the performance, the year eights were asked
to consider what the children might have said or
done to change the situation. The main solution
found was to tell the cousin and two members of
the audience took over the role of the daughter
and son to change the scene. It was all agreed that
talking to responsible and trusted adults was an
effective solution and the session ended with Mr
Barber giving information about the adults in school
who can be spoken to if needed.

Drama entertains
Drama entertains
In February students performed in our school
production of We will Rock You and they definitely
rocked the winter blues right off the school hall
roof.
From auditions to performance, we all had an
incredible journey. It began in June last year with
auditions open to all years. Hundred’s of willing
students eagerly bounced through the dances, sang
and showed off their acting abilities, leaving us with
the really tough casting decisions.
The cast and band were thrown right in at the
performing deep end in September, performing two
numbers at the year 6 Open Evening. It was clear
then that the enthusiasm of the ensemble created a
real energy and that we had some real star quality
in our lead roles. The live band, consisting mainly
of year 11 music students showed their skills and
were now aware of the task ahead… 32 complicated
Queen songs to learn!!
Rehearsals got into full swing, with Mrs Stevens
exploring the hilarious text, written by Ben Elton,
Mrs Robins and Miss Gillard choreographing the
dances and Mr Street bringing together the music
and singing. And all of this was happening in
just one corridor of the school! Elsewhere there
was also work being done; in the Technology
department you could find Mr Grundy and his year
10 construction class building the Killer Queen’s
moving platform, Mrs Mills’ GCSE textiles group
designing and making the Ga Ga kids costumes,
Mrs Phillips and Mrs Rance in the Art department
adding all the touches to the visuals that completed
the futuristic design of the production and James
and his tech crew planning the lights and building
the set.
January was a bullet train of rehearsals, with a few
leaves on the line causing delays but we finally
lurched to our final destination – the performance!
The play’s theme centres around the idea that in
a technologically dominated world we will lose our
creativity and individual expression. Based on the
creative talent shown by all of the cast and band,
I don’t think we need to worry about the next
generation – they rock!
A huge thank you to all of the many members of
staff who supported the show – it really was a
whole school production. My admiration for the
students involved who worked so hard with such
commitment and joy right up to the final curtain
call. And my gratitude to the family and friends
who supported the students through the rehearsal
process and being great audiences!

We Will Rock You - Reviews
Year 8 student Summer Dowding said
“This is the first time I have seen a school
performance and I really enjoyed it.
Everyone was very energetic, the cast clearly
had a great time as they were smiling the
whole way though the performance. I was
amazed by the level of enthusiasm from
everyone.”
Year 7 student Kathryn Hassan said
“I cannot describe how awesome Park
School’s interpretation of Schools We Will
Rock you was!
There were fantastic soloists and actors,
the dancers and the choir were amazing
and the show had a good storyline. It was
entertaining and intriguing, the humour was
spot on and the way that they flowed into
each song was impressive. Well done to all
the brave actors and singers for contributing
so much of your spare time to this show in
order to make it astounding!”
School Business Manager, Helen Honnor said
“I’d heard that Park put on a good
production, but I was blown away by their
rendition of the giant hit musical. Olivia as
Scaramouche was an absolute star with
natural stage presence and an amazing voice.
Jack captured the complicated character of
Galileo (Gazza) brilliantly as he transformed
from the confused Tourette’s type character
blurting out fragments of lyrics, to the leader
of the Bohemians. Both impressively belted
out Queen song after song with power and
control. Their love/hate relationship played
out very entertainingly.
One of the many other highlights was the live
band. It was brilliant to hear the range and
quality of Park’s musically talented students.”
Headteacher, Gareth Roscoe said
“My congratulations and thanks go to Mrs
Stevens, Mr Street, Mrs Robins, Miss Gillard,
Miss Preece, Miss Harvey and to all the
members of staff who helped to put on a
wonderful show. I also need to thank and
congratulate the students who gave their
time to make this a wonderful and memorable
production.”

We Will Rock You - Reviews
programmed music for rock. The bohemians stop
being brainwashed and Global-soft is overpowered.
I thoroughly enjoyed this show and urge more
students to audition for Park School’s brilliant plays.
As you probably know, however, Park only does one
play every two years, so you better hurry up and
get practising as roles are hard to get!

A Review by Katy Nicholson 7SP

Galileo’s performance was so convincing – I really
believed that it was all happening in front of me.
When Scaramouche sang her “Somebody to Love”
song, I almost melted. The real passion in her
voice made me really feel how along she felt in her
rebellion. Olivia Roscoe could be the next Adele!
When the bohemians were captured by the
Killer Queen, I knew exactly who she was just
be looking at her. I was lucky enough to get a
seat near the front so I could see the emotions
Shannon Wayborn put into the character she was
portraying.

Walking in, I felt a wave of excitement. The stage
brightly lit, the chairs lined up, the low-priced
refreshments, raffle prizes waiting to be won, the
programme whetting the audience’s appetite for
the show. As the curtain came up, all eyes were on
stage and there was silence.

Britney and Meat, though very different, worked
extremely well together. The actors complemented
each other perfectly. Eye contact is very important
in theatre, which makes a lot of sense because I
noticed that characters like Pop and Kashoggi really
did pour out their soul through their eyes.

In this futuristic and complicated story, Earth (now
“Planet Mall”) is dominated by Global-soft, run by
the Killer Queen (Shannon Wayborn), which is set
against creative expression and has destroyed all
musical instruments, turning them into a myth.
However, a group of badass bohemians rebels
against mainstream conformity. Their leaders
Britney (Toby Ruhleman) and Meat (Ellen
Manansyah) are searching for “the dreamer” who
knows the legendary words of rock. Meanwhile,
Galileo Figaro (Jack Rippon), who speaks out, is
thrown into jail, where he meets his love interest
Scaramouche (Olivia Roscoe). Together they
escape to find Meat and Britney and form a close
friendship with the bohemians.

My favourite scene had to be the one where Meat
sang “Only the Good Die Young”. It’s such a soulful
song and Ellen Manansyah’s voice was just
ridiculously perfect for it. Also, the band played
live, which is a nice change to the primary school
plays I am used to!
I would like to compliment Year 10 Technology for
their amazing costume designs, I really thought the
characters had picked them out for themselves!
I would like to congratulate all students who took
part in the We Will Rock You, sang in the choir,
worked behind the scenes, or even just auditioned.
Trust me, you will go radio gaga for this play…!

Everything is going well until a tracking chip is
discovered in Galileo’s head, which is leading the
police force, led by Killer Queen’s right-hand-man
Kashoggi (Matthew Cooper) right to his friends.
Kashoggi captures all the bohemians and takes
them to the Seven Seas of Rye, a place for all the
outcasts, leaving only Scaramouche and Galileo to
save rock ‘n’ roll.
On a rescue mission to the Seven Seas of Rye,
Galileo and Scaramouche meet Pop, a man with
a long memory, who shows them a deserted
Wembley Stadium (location of two of Queen’s
concerts) where they find an electric guitar hidden
in the wall, and play a rendition of Queen’s most
famous songs. Hearing the music, the gaga kids
are amazed and leave all the popular computer
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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By Charlie Tompkins

Year 7 Art trip to
Exeter
On Wednesday 1st March.
Year 7 braved the miserable
weather as they embraced the
cultural delights of the city. The
students responded to the iconic
Japanese landscapes created by
the printmaker Hiroshige. This
was followed by a visit to the
World Cultures section where
the students created a set of
drawings in their sketchbooks.
Charlie Tompkins took some
impressive panoramic shots in
the Cathedral using an app on
his phone!

Goodleigh Exhibition
Day 11th March
Well done to a number of
our students who submitted
photographs for this annual
exhibition in Goodleigh.
Year 10 student Sophie Hingston
won first prize with her digitally
enhanced photograph and year
7 student Sam Puittipap came
3rd with his fantastic image of the
Barnstaple Clock Tower.

By Sophie Hingston

By Sam Puttipap
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Taryn Powe (Year7) and
Brendon Chadwick (Year10)
gained certificates of high
commendation.

Beaford Arts Festival

Beaford Arts Residential
Congratulations to Mia Beatie (9MJ), Poppy Cooper (9MH) and Carla Keast (9MJ) for creating such
fabulous art work whilst attending the Beaford Arts Trip during the February Half Term.
The students stayed at Pixie Holt Outdoor Centre in Yelverton. The theme for their creative experience
was - Every Artwork Tells a Story. They all worked so hard and produced a folder of beautiful work which
will go towards their GCSE Art course next year.

Ex Student Sarah Spencer is off to the University of Cambridge
After leaving Park School, I completed A levels followed by a Foundation Art Diploma at Petroc. I was then
accepted for a degree in History of Art at the University of Warwick. I thoroughly enjoyed my time there,
particularly as there was a practical art element to the course and a term spent studying in Venice. After
graduating last year with First Class Honours
and two achievement awards, I went on to
work at Windsor Castle before taking a few
months out to travel around Europe. Alongside
my work and studies, I have continued to paint
and exhibit my work across Devon and further
afield with the local arts group Exmoor Arts.
I have recently been offered a place to study
for a Masters degree in the History of Art and
Architecture at the University of Cambridge,
and I am excited to start my studies there in
October.

Year 10 &11 Photographers Visit the Pannier Market

This term some of our GCSE photographers were given the opportunity to record the day to day activities
in our famous Pannier Market. The Year 11 students will be using some of these images as part of their
exam preparation whilst the Year 10 students will build a unit around this shoot later on in the term. The
results were stunning!

Ex-Student Corinne Young on Sky TV programme!
Corinne Young, one of our ex-students, appeared on the
Sky Arts’ Portrait Artist of the Year on 28th February.
Corinne’s successful application led to her taking part in
the televised programme. Her challenge was to paint the
television presenter Adrian Chiles.
“I didn’t know who I was going to be painting, it was
a life drawing, and when I got there I found out I was
painting Adrian Chiles. I was really, really nervous, I’ve
never painted in front of a camera before and there was
lots of equipment and lots of cameras filming all around
all the time.
At the end of the show Adrian Chiles selects his favourite
portrait from the show. On this occasion it was Corinne’s
work which caught his eye.
Corinne submitted this self-portrait to win her
place in the show

Frank Skinner, the presenter said: “The relationship
between a portrait artist and their subject is a very
intimate one. I love being able, along with the viewers,
to stick my nose in and watch the whole stress-filled
process unfold.”

Corinne said: “My painting is going to be in an exhibition at The Wallace Collection in London. That’s really
exciting and it’s a great opportunity. It opens in a week or two and I’ll definitely be going along to have a
look!
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Star Charity Representative
Madison Pounds (11LW), is the Chichester charity
representative. Madison works hard in general raising
awareness for our chosen charities within Chichester
House, however on certain occasions she will go
beyond what is expected of her.
Already in term one she has organised a charity coffee
morning, in which we invited another Chichester tutor
group. Madison bought in the most wonderful cakes
and worked hard to make sure everyone was enjoying
the home baked range of excellent mouth watering
cakes. Madison raised a great amount and the charity North Devon Hospice was the recipient of her
kindness.
On the last day of that autumn term 2016, Madison organised an amazing raffle prize, full of such high
quality products and were presented in a wonderful display. Madison went round selling the tickets for this
prize and made an amazing £58 which was then donated to Parkinsons UK, luckily our tutor group was
fortunate as Daisy Bayliss won the wonderful prize.

Student Profiles

Aria Joy Mitchell (Year 7)

Each session lasts one-and-a-half hours. I am an
Orange Belt.
What have been your biggest achievements
in it? I have competed in an international Judo
competition in Kent, when I won Gold for my club.
I am also in the Devon squad and fight each year in
the competition.
What are the “secrets” of your success? My
favourite, and most successful, Judo throw is Tia
Toshi, although I win most fights in Hold Down.
What is the most important/best thing about
Park School? I think that my choice for going
to Park School was great. It’s a good school, the
lessons are fun and everyone here is nice. I feel
that Park would beat other schools any day and I
really enjoy coming here!

What is your particular interest/achievement?
I competed in a National Judo tournament
representing Park School. I won my first, second
and third fight and lost in the finals.
Tell us more about it. I started Judo about 3
years ago and I train in Kingsley Judo Club on
a Tuesday and Thursday and, sometimes, on
Wednesday. Tournaments are at the weekends.

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom...

Student Profiles
Skye Pirie (Year 8)

What is your particular interest/achievement?
Swimming (Country and Western Regional level)
Surf Life Saving (Devon and National Level),
cross country, hockey and triathlon (age group
champion).
Tell us more about it. I started swimming at 6
weeks old and have never looked back since. I
train with Barnstaple swimming club five times a
week. I compete for the club and also at Devon
County and Western Regional competitions. I
joined Woolacombe Surf Life Saving Club when
I was six years old. In the winter we train twice
a week in the pool and in the summer we train
on the beach and in the sea. There are Winter
Pool Championships and Summer and Ocean
Championships, both at Devon and National levels.
What have been your biggest achievements
in it? In swimming I have recently qualified for
and competed in nine events at the Devon ASA
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Championships. The competition was held over
three weekends at Plymouth in January. I achieved
a Personal Best time in every event and gained five
western qualifying times and I will now go on to
compete at Hengrove and Millfield in May.
In Surf Life Saving, my biggest achievement has
been maintaining a Gold medal in most events at
Devon since the age of nine, in both sea , beach
and pool. I am also currently National Champion
at four events.
What are the “secrets” of your success?
I never give up, in races and in training. I always
give 100% effort. If a race doesn’t go to plan, I go
away, refocus and come back stronger and more
determined.
What is the most important/best thing about
Park School? The best thing I like about Park are
all the opportunities available both in and out of
the classroom. I have made some life-long friends
and my confidence has significantly grown. In year
8 we have a strong cross country team and I enjoy
running and winning together as a team.

Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom...
Music And Drama
Congratulations to the following students who passed their music examinations:
Joanne Roper 10DA 		
Charlotte Fisher 8PY 		
Rory Boorman 8PS 		
Alisha Perry 8GM 			
Christopher Cohen 11GK 		
Amelia Skinner 9MJ 		
Molly Hanson 8JL 			
Laura Swales 8BK 			
Charlie Veale 9MH			
Libby Gammons 7NY		
Mia Roscoe 7TC
		

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

2
1
1
1
5
3
1
1
3
1
4

Pianoforte PASS
Pianoforte PASS
Pianoforte MERIT
Violin DISTINCTION
Drum Kit MERIT
Pianoforte MERIT
Pianoforte MERIT
Pianoforte DISTINCTION
Piano MERIT
Piano DISTINCTION
Oboe DISTINCTION

Charlotte Payne 11LW and Daisy Bayliss 11LW for passing their Level 3 Certificate in Performance
for Devising Drama Grade 8 - Duo: with Merits.

Piano Concert at Orchard Vale Primary school
Some of our students participated in a Piano Concert at Orchard Vale Primary school on Saturday 4th
March. The students who performed were Gareth Williams (now ex-Park), Coyla Vuki 9EE, Molly
Davies 10LI, Molly Hanson 8JL, Poppy Phillips 8PS, Amelia Skinner 9MJ.
The students performed a selection of pieces for their forthcoming exams. Molly performed her latest
brand new piece for the first time called “You’ll Always have a Home with Me”.
The funds raised from this event went to the Children’s Hospice South West.
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Our world of History
KS3 Historical Fiction
Writing Competition
Congratulations to all students that entered,
the standard was incredible and the History
Society Committee had a really difficult time
deciding on the highly commended and placed
entries. In the end there was a clean sweep
for Year 7!
(Pictured L to R)
First place went to Evie Bazley (7NY Raleigh)
her story is reproduced below.
Second place went to Tom Fennell (7SP
Drake).
Third place went to Ruby Cox 7LE.
Highly commended: Paris Sharp 8CT; Stanley Sherlock 7NY; Amara Chadburn 7PH; Turaya
Chadburn 9LK; Grace Hughes 7JS; Hannah Chambers 7JS; Gabriella Oke 7CK; Keira Furlong
7DG; Zosia Davis 7DG; Hannah Piers 7TC; Neah Hamman 7CK; Molly Spreckley 7JS ; Madison
Fishleigh 7TC.

Ericka’s Story
Death. Everything about this place reminds me of it. The barbed wire, hushed voices. Verboten: a single
German word, that can doom so many. This is no place for my baby.
An ongoing snake of people queue dejectedly for the train that will take them to their deaths. Not that
we have any choice. All of us are ashen faced, heads down, silent. The one thing that revives us all from
our trance is the train. Bolted shut with iron, like a prison cell - it grumbles to a halt on the worn tracks,
sounding like clattering teeth. I clasp Ericka to my chest, her head tucked inside my shawl, for no face
should see or witness the sights that will soon haunt my nightmares.
We are herded onto the train like cattle heading to the slaughter house. As much as I wish to take her
carrier with us, there is no room and the guard forcedly pulls it out of my grasp, throwing it onto the
platform: one thing of beauty left, alone at a desolate station. Then a monster appears, clothed all in grey
except from the swastika which adorns his arm, his tortoise shell helmet cramped onto his head. Ericka
starts to cry as he slams the door in our faces, bolting it shut. Creaking like nails across a chalkboard, the
Nazi soldier shoves the lock home.
Darkness. The stagnant odours of others stewing in the enclosed space. None of us will last long in here,
especially Ericka - her cries have now subdued to a weak sniffling, her limbs frozen from the stream of
biting air rushing through the air vents to prevent us from dying on the way to our destination. I must
think. I need to think. Ericka needs a solution. It hits me - the vents - just big enough for her to fit
though.
It takes only minutes for me to convince the others in the carriage to help me slice through the barbed
wire to her freedom: none of us want to see a baby sentenced to her death through no fault of her own
by Adolf Hitler. We stand united.
I whisper my final words to my daughter, reassuring her that everything will be alright, that I love her.
There is no time left, we are nearing the camp. With one last look, I throw her away, where she lies,
nestled in the snow, her only hope for someone to take her in and cherish her as their own. As we turn
the corner, I lose sight of her, and while silent tears stream from my eyes I turn and see my fate.
The unforgivable exterior of Auschwitz looms ahead.
By Evie Bazley (year 7)
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Our world of History
Year 9 London visit
to the Imperial War
Museum and the
London Dungeons
One hundred Year 9 students braved
the inclement January weather and
travelled to London for a day of
immersive History experiences. The
morning was spent in the London
Dungeons enjoying an interactive
drama filled tour of key moments
and sites in the history of London
from Tudor times to
the present day. We
met key historical
figures such as Henry
VIII, Guy Fawkes,
Sweeny Todd, and
Jack the Ripper, and
visited Traitor’s Gate,
Pudding Lane, and
Whitechapel.
With the screams
still ringing in our
ears we moved
on to the Imperial
War Museum. The
highlight of the
museum was the superb WW1 exhibition which supported
students learning on life in the trenches through an
immersive display of artefacts and analysis of the war. One
group even managed to meet actor Willem Dafoe and, with
obligatory selfies secured, moved on to view the remainder
of the museum.
The behaviour was exemplary and several members of the
public commented on the impeccable manners of the Park
students.

The History Society
The Park School History Society continues to meet every
Friday in Room 64. Successful student led exhibitions so far have focused upon Pearl Harbour and Amelia
Earhart. The Society has also judged the incredibly popular KS3 Historical Writing Competition and is
looking to host regular film night showing Hollywood films with a historical focus. For further information
regarding the History Society students should speak to Mr Cuthbertson in Room 64.
We have aimed the Students Society at Years 10 and below due to the heavy demands on Year 11
students, but of course they are welcome to attend. If your son or daughter is interested in joining the
History Society they should ask any of the History Staff or approach the committee.

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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History - Students of the Term

L to R Rebecca Scourfield, Hope Unstead, Alice Gammings and Jack Milward, Jake Gooding

Students of the Term

Year 7: Rebecca Scourfield 7D (7NY): Miss Hockin says “Rebecca always demonstrates excellent effort
in all class activities. Her behaviour for learning is always an A as she engages actively in all tasks. The
homework she produces is of a high standard and she is always the first to help others.
Year 8: Hope Unstead 8D (8PY) Mr Blannin says “Hope consistently displays an exceptional attitude to
her studies in History. She gives every task 100% effort, shows great cooperation when working as part
of a group, and is constantly questioning how to improve her work”.
Year 9: Jake Gooding 9K (9SN) Mr Cuthbertson says “Jake has a great interest in History and shows a
consistent desire to improve his work. His skill set is constantly developing and he is becoming an able
historian.
Year 10: Alice Gammons 10C (10MB) Miss Roberts says “Over the course of the last term Alice has
made an excellent effort to contribute towards class discussions, remaining focused and engaged with
GCSE History.”
Year 11: Jack Milward 11LH1 (11SS) Mr Blannin says “Jack has worked consistently well throughout
his time in KS4 to ensure that he has the best chance possible to achieve a top grade. He approaches
every lesson with a determination to progress and displays great maturity at all times”.

The History Cup
Once more, a fiercely contested competition has seen two teaching groups who have made exceptional
efforts rise to the top.
KS3 8A - Nominated by
Mr Blannin who said “A
lively class who are great
fun to teach.
They produce excellent
hometasks, as seen by
the recent Elizapsud task
and support each other to
make progress. I always
look forward to teaching
them. “

History Cup

KS4 11HL1 - Nominated by Mr Cuthbertson who said “They have demonstrated a real desire to achieve
the best results possible this term. The class have learnt to work well together and many of them have
maximised the revision opportunities available to give themselves the best chance of a successful
outcome.”

Student Profiles
Hamish James (Year 10)
What is your particular interest/achievement?
Cross Country
Tell us more about it. A member of staff at
Sticklepath Primary School suggested I try North
Devon Athletics Club, when I was in year 5. I train
most days and twice a week with NDAC Braunton.
We train mixed sets 9 x 300m, 4 x 800m, road
running and hill repetitions.
What have been your biggest achievements in
it? Being selected to run the mini marathon (under
15’s) this year in London, I won the Gliddon &
Squires Cross Country Season under 15’s, achieving
3000m track in 9 minutes and 34 seconds which
means I’m ranked 24th in the UK.
What are the “secrets” of your success?
Training hard and never giving up.
What is the most important/best thing about
Park School? Great teachers and P.E.

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Staff are interesting people too!
Lloyd James

(Mulberry Manager)

Friends Of Park

Your Life in 10 Questions:

Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies
Reading-a simple pleasure that I try to make time
I was born in Birmingham and attended Smith’s
for every day.
Wood School which is about the same size as
Favourite Book - I can’t choose just one so it
The Park Community School. I left school with 3
will have to be between ‘Catch 22’, ‘The Count
GCSEs and joined the army six weeks later.
of Monte Christo’, ‘The Name of the Wind’, ‘The
Catcher in the Rye’ and ‘No Country for Old Men’.
A few years ago I read ‘Jasper Jones’ by Craig
Silvey; it’s a mix between ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’
and ‘Stand by Me’ and is brilliant. If you like those
kind of books then I would recommend you read
‘Jasper Jones’.
Favourite Music
My favourite song is ‘Unfinished Sympathy’ by
Massive Attack, but Bowie’s ‘Sound and Vision’,
‘Wings of Speed’ by Paul Weller and ‘Enjoy the
Silence’ by Depeche Mode are all up there. I like
a wide range of music including Stevie Wonder,
Steely Dan and most of Kanye West’s older stuff
pre Pablo.
Favourite Film - I don’t get to watch many films
Burton’s Farm Primary school 1978
but I like the dark humour of Quentin Tarantino
and the Coen brothers.
I then spent the next 24 years serving in various
Childhood
Hero - Muhammad Ali-articulate, witty,
places around the world and doing things I’d never
focused
and
a superb athlete who stood up for
dreamed of.
what he believed in.
Three famous people (alive or dead) you
I decided that I wanted to become a teacher
would like to meet:
when I served in Afghanistan and observed the
Leonardo Da Vinci - A genius born before his
devastation of schools caused by the Taliban. My
time - I’d love to know what he thinks of today’s
last posting was
world and which inventions he predicts for
in Portsmouth
the future.
where I taught
Bill Gates - The richest man in the world soldiers and
I’m really interested in his charity work and
sailors how to
how he’s trying to make a difference.
dive and carry
Muhammad Ali - Such an influential person
out underwater
- I love his quotes; my favourites are:
explosions.
“It’s just a job. Grass grows, birds fly, waves
While I was
pound the sand. I beat people up.”
there, I
“Don’t count the days; make the days count.”
studied at the
“Live everyday as if it were your last
University of
because someday you’re going to be right.”
Southampton.
Body
search
in
Norway
-22°C
Your Best Teacher and Why
I gained a First
Mr Fisher, my old history teacher. When
Class Honours Degree and was fortunate to work
I
was
in
Year 11 he sat me down and told me to
at a specialist behaviour school for 8 years before
stop
being
stupid and wasting my time in school.
coming to The Park Community School.
He took a genuine interest in my welfare and I
didn’t want to let him down.
I’ve met quite a few famous people over the
Your Biggest Regret - I don’t have any major
years and I seem to have a habit of bumping into
regrets but I often think I would have liked to
people while I’m on holiday. Dudley Moore (ask
study law and experience the drama of working in
your parents!) was probably the most famous
a courtroom.
but last year I was on the same flight to France
Your Proudest Achievement to Date
as Mr Plaza, a flight to the Dominican Republic
I’m most proud of my journey in life to get where I
with Mr Iles and a ferry with Mr Bailey (I’m sure
am today.
that people are stalking me!). Prince Philip once
The Most Important Thing You Have Ever
presented me with a medal and I’ve also met
Learned
many politicians and a couple of Prime Ministers.
I believe that everyone is equal. Don’t ever think
I feel lucky that I’ve had the opportunity to visit
that anyone is better or worse than you.
many countries and meet some amazing people in
the process.
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Product Design

London Trip
The time was 5:30am on a cold 2nd December, it
was dark, wet and windy. But that didn’t
stop 24 GCSE Product Design students, Mrs
Newton, Miss Brierley and ‘Andy’ board the
bus for a day trip to The Design Museum
in London. This was the new Design
Museum, recently opened in what was
previously the Commonwealth Institute, a
modernist 1960’s building in the heart of
Kensington.
On entering the building, we were struck
by the enormity of it, the ground floor,
surrounded by mezzanine balconies, rising
to a jaw-dropping ‘mantra-ray’ structured
ceiling. Ahead was a huge billboard style
sign, the words ‘Designer’ then ‘Maker’
then ‘User’ alternating. This exhibition
showcases objects and products from the
Design Museum’s extensive permanent
collection of contemporary design items
from architecture and engineering to the
digital world, fashion and graphics.
In the Designer and Maker sections we
saw robotic arms and the Olympic Torch,
but it was the User section exploring the
interaction between consumers and products
where we viewed iconic products such as the
SinclairZX81Spectrum and the Apple Imac.
We saw the very first ‘mobile’ phone, a
gigantic structure! but exhibited were
mobile devices through the years to today’s
sophisticated touch screen phones and
watches – thank goodness for Product
Designers!!
Our second exhibition was the ‘Beazley
Designs of the Year’, a unique opportunity
to see the most innovative designs of 2016.
There was so much to take in, but, one
favourite was the Adidas x Parley running
shoe made entirely from recycled Ocean
waste, already a design icon!
With our heads swimming full of ideas and visions of innovative
products, we boarded the bus for the long journey back home. This
was a truly inspirational day.
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Netball Double Champions
Year 7 Netball Team
are the North Devon
Champions
The Year 7 (A) netball team had
great success with a nail biting
win of the North Devon Netball
tournament.
Their first match in the pool
stages was against Shebbear,
although Park beat them 6-3, it
was clear that Shebbear had a
lot in the tank. They then went
on to beat GTS, Holsworthy and
Bideford to win their pool. In the
Semi-Finals, they were up against
West Buckland. Half time they
were leading 2-1 but this is
nothing when against a formidable school like West Buckland. Full time it was 5-5! Extra time needed to
be played - 2 minute each way. The girls had to calm their nerves and keep playing the steady Netball
that they had played all afternoon. West Buckland was first to score then we came back, this continued
until the closing seconds when Park managed to score 2 in a row to win 7-6!
Finals, they met Shebbear again. As predicted, they did have a lot left in their tank and, with a strong
GA, dominated the first half and Park were down 4-1! The girls looked exhausted but determined not
to lose it, Kitty Sampson the Captain gritted her teeth and pulled the girls together to unite for the final
half. They came back from nowhere to win 6-5. A fantastic achievement and a proud moment in Park’s
history! The squad of 9 players: Kitty Sampson (Captain), Megan Burnell, Lucie Davie, Lucy Ward,
Lily Wilson, Lily Gullon, Anna Wang, Lous Nichols and Millie Bond. Player of the tournament was
awarded to Lucie Davie who played consistently well all the way through.
Congratulations to the team!
The Year7 (B) Netball team
also did well coming 2nd
in their tournament. Only
losing to West Buckland in
the pool, they came against
Shebbear in the SemiFinal. Losing 2-1 at half
time, again the Park grit and
determination won through
to win 3-2. They then came
against West Buckland in
the final who outshone us
with a very slick squad. The
girls were over the moon
with their success and
conceded that the better
team won overall. The
team consisted of: Libby
Gammons (Captain), Grace
Mangan, Taylor Tymon,
Evie Schofield, Lucy Sandwell, Robyn Carr, Imogen Rhead and Rosie Bunning. Player of the
tournament was awarded to Taylor Tymon who threw herself into every game with full commitment.
Congratulations to all the girls who played!
Mrs Rogers
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Netball North Devon Champions
Park School’s under 15 girls’
netball team are the North
Devon Champions!
On Wednesday 22nd February, the North
Devon Schools Year 10 Netball Tournament
took place at Bideford School.
Well done to the year 10 girls who have
played some outstanding netball this year. The
squad of 11 managed to defeat all teams they
met in the tournament, displaying excellent
skills and team work. Captained by an
exceptional leader Kiara Clarke, who made
some great tactical team choices on the day.
They won their pool, beating Pilton, Kingsley,
Bideford, Ilfracombe and Braunton, with
Pilton proving to be their toughest opponents
out of the five games played. They then went on to face Shebbear in the Semi- Finals, which they won
comfortably. Finally, they were up against West Buckland in the Finals and beat them 7-5! Again showing
great defending and shooting skills. Notably, Lydia Surridge has been a key player in this team,
showing real determination, getting up from falls and continuing to play hard.
Congratulations girls!

Year 8 Netball
Team
The year 8s were very close
to playing all league matches
without conceding a goal. They
managed to beat every school,
scoring a total of 85 goals
and didn’t have a goal scored
against them until the very
last match against Bideford
where they won their game
14-2. The girls still remain
unbeaten in the League and
seem to be getting stronger
with every game!
The A Team also had a
convincing win over West
Buckland in a friendly match,
beating them 25 – 8! Very
impressive netball from all
girls.
Let’s hope this success continues for their A and B tournament next week!
Miss Berry.

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Football North Champions
North Devon U14 Girls Football Champions!

This is the second year in a row this team of girls have become North Devon Champions.
This year they were unbeaten in their pool, beating South Molton, Chulmleigh and Great Torrington,
scoring an impressive thirty-eight goals and only conceding one throughout the nine games played.
They then faced Bideford in the Final who were the winners of the other pool. Park took an
early lead in the first half and then scored another, right at the start of the second half, giving them a 2-0
lead. In the last five minutes Bideford scored to make it 2-1. Last year’s Final against the same team went
into extra time so the girls were determined to not let this happen again. They stayed strong and made
sure they kept that second goal out! They truly deserved this win!
On the 1st of March the team represented North Devon in the Devon Winter Games. They played eight
different schools from across Devon and were a credit to Park School. The girls unfortunately lost the first
three games but, once they got going, they drew the next two games and won the last three.
The girls have been fantastic this season, playing to a very high standard. There have been some
remarkable individual performances and team efforts and their dedication to training has definitely been
evident in all of their performances.
Miss Berry would like to congratulate the girls for all of their hard work this year and she is very proud of
their achievements!

Indoor Athletics
The year 8 mixed team came 2nd in the North Devon competition, which meant they travelled to
Plymouth Life Centre in February to represent North Devon in the County Championships. Out of sixteen
teams they came a very creditable 10th. They came up against some outstanding athletes. All the team
produced their best performances, particularly Millie Ayres and Rupert Pocock who both came 2nd in
the six lap run.
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Rugby Double Champions

Under 14’s

Under 15’s

Park School boys team are Double Champions and ready to
represent North Devon in the County Semi Finals.
Park School continue to impress in 2016-2017 by winning the under 14s and under 15s North Devon
Schools Cups. With the under 14s beating Braunton 23-19 and the under 15s beating Shebbear 26-22 in
two fantastic Finals. Both teams will now go on to represent North Devon in the Semi Finals of the Devon
Cup.
Mr Galliford said ‘Rugby at Park is going from strength to strength, with good numbers attending every
training session, we have created a real culture for success and students working hard to be part of our
rugby teams. Additionally, the girls’ rugby continues to grow with the U15s team coming runners up in a
recent development Tournament hosted at Park.

Girls’ Rugby
Well done to the U13’s and the U15’s Girls’
Rugby team. Both teams went to Topsham
RFC to represent North Devon on 1st March
2017.
The U13’s had a lot of fresh faces to rugby
this year and for most of them, this was their
second taste of the game. For Xinyua (Anna)
Wang 7LE, it was her first competitive game
and took to the sport like a duck to water,
playing U13’s meant she was playing against
Year 8’s and she was awarded Player Of The
Tournament. Rheanna White 8LS captained
the side and although received some hard hits
herself, kept the heads up of her team as they
played against some hard opposition.
The U15’s joined forces with Chulmleigh
(due to Yr11’s being too old to compete) and
produced a very strong squad. Although juggling so many players was a bit of a challenge, the Captain
Caitlin Turner 9BK played throughout and showed the girls what hard work and dedication can produce.
Many girls are now playing for local sides at either Bideford RFC or Barnstaple RFC and are coming on
from strength to strength. Special mentions to Keira Worrall 9LK, a new student this year who clearly
lives and breathes rugby; Bethany Roberts 10LI who has shown a steep progression over the past year;
Madison Ballinger 10LK who has shown real promise with her dedication to training. The girls missed
out on the semi-finals by 1-point despite only losing 1, drawing 1 and winning 3 matches. As usual my
verbal feedback on the side line was loud and enthusiastic but I was so proud of the girls who dug deep,
especially in the last game.
Mrs Markham
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Languages Are Important At Park
Madrid February 2017
On the Friday before half term we set off with a group of 24 students from Years 9, 10 and 11. Travelling
to Bristol airport, our first time fliers were feeling nervous but excited with luggage in tow. Although we
experienced quite a bit of turbulence, Miss Harvey seemed the most anxious on the flight, everyone else
enjoyed the views above the clouds. We arrived late on Friday at our Hostel and settled in after a late
dinner at Museo del Jamón…. not actually a museum!
Saturday dawned and the weather was very wet, but equipped with umbrellas and raincoats we headed
off to Plaza Mayor for a quick photo opportunity, then to the Royal Palace. The decoration in every room
was amazing! We headed back to Plaza Mayor and Mercado de San Miguel for lunch where many students
experienced their first churros and chocolate. Yum! Then we got the metro to the Bernabéu Stadium,
home to Real Madrid. The stadium was very impressive and the students took everything in. That evening
we enjoyed dinner at the Hard Rock Café where students were fantastic at ordering in Spanish.

At the Palacio Real

Enjoying some tapas

Celebrating a win!

Dylan Barton Linguist of the
Weekend

Metro to Bernabéu Stadium

Plaza Mayor

Sketching Guernica in the
Reina Sofía

Real Madrid trophies

Sunday morning meant more rain, but we were not put off. An early start at the Rastro market allowed
us to make essential souvenir purchases before the crowds arrived. Then we headed to the Reina Sofía
where students sketched parts of Guernica. It was extremely powerful and moving. We had lunch in
100 Montaditos, where students gave Spanish versions of their names for collecting their orders. In the
afternoon we had a bit of free time, allowing our shoes to dry out, and then we enjoyed an excellent
Tapas night in two very trendy bars. The patatas bravas and paella were particular favourites!
Monday signalled the last day, although it felt like we had done so much despite only having spent
three nights in Madrid. We caught the metro again to Las Ventas bullring. The guided tour allowed us to
understand the tradition of bullfighting which can seem quite strange to a UK audience. We headed back
to Puerta del Sol and the Gran Via for lunch and, as the sun finally came out, students were given free
time for shopping.
It was a fabulous four days and the students were amazing. In particular, “muy bien” goes to Fleur
Langenegger, Charlotte Payne, Luke Kinsman, Kirsten-Louise Humm, Grace Quinn and Dylan
Barton for excellent effort with their use of Spanish, each winning prizes as linguists of the weekend. We
hope the students have fond memories and in years to come use the scrapbooks they kept to remember
Madrid.
We look forward to going again in two years with the new GCSE cohort.
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Kingsley Spanish Theatre trip
On February 28th we were invited to take a small group of Year 11
students to attend a theatre production purely in Spanish. We hopped
onto the mini bus and, thanks to Mr Howells, we arrived in time for
the start. Sitting down, we were unsure what to expect and how
much we may understand. The play was set in Barcelona and we got
to see many fantastic images of the beautiful city projected during
the performance. It was fast-paced but we managed to understand
a lot and follow the plot. There were a few funny scenes as well as
some dancing on stage by the audience at the end. Our students were
extremely well behaved and a credit to the school.

Primary links with Newport
For the last two terms Miss Harvey has been visiting Newport Primary School every other week. She
has met lots of students’ siblings and has thoroughly enjoyed teaching Years 3 and 4 so far. Their
pronunciation has been impressive and they pick up the vocabulary with ease. This experience has
been invaluable in reinforcing links with our local primaries and presenting students with a head start in
languages. Miss Harvey is hoping to invite some Year 5 pupils to Park next term so that some current Year
7 students can peer teach what they have been learning so far this year.

Essential Revision for GCSE exams
Every Wednesday and Thursday twilight sessions are held in rooms 96 and 97 for Spanish and French
revision. The sessions are on a drop-in basis and we are happy to cover topics which students do not yet
feel confident with. Please use this opportunity to help boost your grades. We are here to help!
Websites you may find helpful:
www.linguascope.com – username: parkcs, password: yellowfish
www.atantot.com – username: parkcs, password: 1151
www.languagegym.com
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/education -GCSE Bitesize: Spanish/French/German
www.gcsepod.com - specific assignments are being set by your teachers

www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
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Chichester Charity
House has raised £223.06 this year so far
Drake Charity
10AY raised £36.57 for the Children’s Hospice SW

Your help has currently raised an amazing
total of £906.85
Do you shop online ? If yes then you can help raise
funds for our school. All it takes is a few more
clicks, what could be easier!
Before starting any online shopping, simply go to
our school webpage
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk, click the School
Angel link and select your retailer. By going through
School Angel, the retailer will make a donation to
the school every time you make a purchase.
Thank you, your co-operation is very much
appreciated.
a

Leavers and Startersg
Starters:
The following staff will/have started with us this
term, we would like to welcome them to our school.
Joanne Keene joined us as Attendance Officer on
24th January.
Lisa O’Connell joined us as an English Teacher
(Temporary) on 2nd March.
Leavers:
The following staff have left us this term, we would
like to wish them good luck in the future.
Caroline Ford - Attendance Officer left on 2nd
January,
Paul Royl - English Teacher, leaves on 17th March.
Georgia Race - Teaching Assistant, leaves on 17th
March.

Charity Donations Autumn
Term 2016
Mr Roscoe, Mr Tamlyn, Mr Bailey and Mr James
completed the Wild West Challenge and raised £260
for Shelterbox.
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day raised
£1230
Final figure for Children in Need was £1347.73

Great Drake ‘Bake Off’
8LS/8PG - £31.48
7SP - £48.98
9MH - £13.45
7CK - £31.15
9CM - £19.30
With more to come
Fortescue Charity
£11.30 North Devon Hospice
£11.30 Alzheimer’s Society
8IH £50.46 for Water Aid
9BK £100 McMillan Cancer Nurses
Raleigh Charity
£80 Children’s Hospice SW
£80 Cancer Research UK
£80 Save the Children
£94.91 raised by 7NY for Cancer Research

OVERALL HOUSE ACTIVITIES’ SHIELD
2016 - 2017
Current House Points
1
KINGSLEY
60
2=

DRAKE

55

2=

CHICHESTER

55

4

FORTESCUE

53.5

5

RALEIGH

46.5

Term Dates 2016-17
Spring Term Ends - Friday 31st March.
Summer Term Begins - Tuesday 18th April.
Non Pupil Day - Friday 28th April
(School office will be open)
Half Term - 29th May to 2nd June inclusive.
Bank Holiday - Monday 1st May.
Summer Term Ends - Friday 21st July.

