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1.  Ofsted Summer!

“The Park 
Community 

School is a Good 
School with 

Outstanding 
Features” – 

Ofsted, June 2013.

The Ofsted Summer of 2013
Every edition of  ‘Park News’ celebrates the lives of our 
students, their adventures, successes and achievements.  
These extend well beyond the classroom as we offer the 
broadest range of challenge and opportunity, opening 
eyes to new possibilities, creativity and the resilience to 
be determined to secure individual potential.  On the 
following pages you will read of young people enjoying 
their teenage years, having fun and helping others as 
they each find that sensible and appropriate balance of 
competition and co-operation that maximises outcomes 
through a well-rounded education.

Young people responding to challenge and accepting 
responsibility, exploring university life, succeeding in 
Maths  Challenges, achieving Certificates and Awards, 
navigating across Dartmoor, succeeding in Music 
and Sport, supporting Fairtrade, developing a love of 
literature, appreciating the creative aspects of our world, 
entertaining others, cooking dinner!, investigating our 
environment, studying where we have come from and 
preparing for the future – all is reflected in this one term’s 
glimpse of life at Park!



•	 Sarah Preece (Maths Teacher) –  joining us from the 
University of Exeter. 

•	 Abigail Dove (English Teacher)- joining us from the 
University of Exeter.

•	 Karen Bogh (Maths Teacher )- joining us from the 
University of Exeter.

•	 Wendy Scott ( English Maternity Cover)- joining us 
from the University of Exeter. 

•	 Thandiwe Banda ( Science Maternity Cover)- joining 
us from Queen Elizabeth’s Academy, Crediton.

•	 Henrietta Upsdale (Modern Foreign Languages) – 
joining us from St. Antony’s College, Manchester.

Head Prefects 2013-14 
Congratulations to:-

Head Girl – Ellen Napier,  Deputy Head Girl –Ryleigh 
Sloman-Gray,  Head Boy – Wren Frost, Deputy Head Boy – 
Matthew Morrish

100% Attendance  
Congratulations also to Chloe Holland and Jordan George 
(both in Year 11), who have each achieved 100% attendance 
over their entire secondary school lives.  Well done!

Dux Awards 2013 
The Dux Awards Scheme aims to encourage the recognition 
and reward of top performing students in Year 9 (14 
year olds).  The Award includes a visit to a Russell Group 
University.  Tilly Porter (Year 9) was successful this year and 
she chose to spend the day at University College London 
during June with Mrs Edmonds.  She attended lectures on 
Bio-chemical Engineering, looking at ‘Manufacturing the ‘flu 
vaccine’ and ‘Building Giant Molecules’ in Chemistry.  She 
also toured the University to be able to experience lectures 
by distinguished University Professors to inspire to inspire 
future achievement at the very highest level.

 

In Tilly’s own words:
When I got on the train to London, I never thought I’d 
be having coffee with a mummified corpse the next 
morning!  Nevertheless, shortly after meeting Mrs 
Edmonds at Euston Station, getting a bit lost and 
grabbing a latte, I found myself looking at a glass box 
with a body inside.  I later learnt it was the preserved 
remains of Jeremy Bentham, the spiritual founder of 
University College of London, whose pickled head is 
kept in the vaults!  Luckily, the rest of the day involved 
fewer dead people and far more biscuits.  All the 
students met in a huge hall and we played a game of 
human bingo as an ice-breaker.  After we separated 
into groups and went to a lecture about the history 
of recent science called ‘UCL vs The Little Brown Dog’ 
which appeared to involve a lot of dinosaurs.  My 
group then went off on a scavenger hunt around the 
campus.  Despite a lot of wrong turns and blind alleys 
(mainly thanks to the less-than-helpful directions 
of our student ambassador), a ridiculous number of 
cafés and even a tunnel, we finished in time for pizza.  
Our student ambassador, Jama, (nickname “Stop! 
Jama Time”) took us to our next lecture where we 
built giant models of diamond and granite atoms out 
of cocktail sticks and polystyrene balls.  After another 
essential biscuit break, it was off to my favourite 
lecture, all about epidemics and how bread and beer 
could hold the key to a truly successful flu vaccine.  By 
the end of the day, we’d all learnt lots, made friends 
and had great fun.  No-one wanted to go home.  
Please can I go again next year?”
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As children only have one real chance, it is important for 
schools to be accountable for the quality of education they 
offer.  This relies upon close partnership with parents and 
the dedication and commitment of teachers and other 
colleagues who work with them.  Ofsted is there to check 
that all is as it should be.  All appears quite straightforward, 
until you begin to ask the key question: what is a ‘good 
education’? What are the essential aspects that make it 
‘good’?

In Ofsted’s model, first and foremost, are examination 
results.  We all know just how vital those grades are and 
how important it is for each student to be enabled to 
secure the very best possible that match full individual 
potential.  Everyone enjoys the pleasure when this is 
achieved.  

The challenge is how this is most reliably guaranteed 
for your son or daughter.  Each is unique, with different 
abilities, interests and aptitudes and the key to personal 
motivation is not always easily identified.  Some are 
naturally conscientious and hardworking, but how do we 
identify that varied balance of factors that work best with 
the others?

Most people agree that a good and healthy life must be 
built around a sensible and appropriate set of balances and 
that real learning and education must be based upon more 
than ‘cramming for the test!  Yes, at the right time, thorough 
and determined revision is vital, but a good education that 
prepares a young person for life in all of its aspects must be 
more varied, colourful and challenging across the broadest 
spectrum of opportunity and range of experiences. 

Each ‘Park News’ places our Ofsted Report into that context.  
You will read of the wide range of activities and successes 
our students enjoy as we work with you to offer them the 
very best possible education and start in life.

They also only get one chance to enjoy their teenage years.  
What better way than to achieve well and to individual 
potential whilst enjoying life and having some fun!

On reading the Ofsted Report, the Inspectors appear to 
agree.

David Atton
Headteacher
27.06.13

Welcomes and Goodbyes in 
the Staffroom
Tina Marns, Deputy Headteacher, decided to retire at 
Easter following over 15 years of service to the school.  She 
played a major role in the development of the curriculum 
and the teaching of examination courses, leading  the 
Specialist Technology and Applied Learning Status and the 
major building programmes the school has benefited from 
over the last ten years.  Our very best wishes to her on her 
retirement. 

Rob Spendlow, Assistant Headteacher has left us for 
promotion at a school in North Lincolnshire.  Joining us 
in 2005, over the last eight years he has played a leading 

role in developing the quality of teaching and assessment 
throughout the school.  His pleasant and friendly approach 
proved very effective with students and as we thank him 
for his contribution to this school, we wish him every future 
success in his career.

Leaving at the End of this 
Term

•	 Lindsey Butler joined us in September 2005 to teach 
Modern Foreign Languages.  She has been appointed 
to Bideford College and leaves with our best wishes 
for the future and thanks for her contribution to this 
school over the last 8 years. 

•	 Ben Millan joined us in September 2012 to teach 
Foreign Languages.  He is returning to University to 
study for a Masters Degree.

•	 Caroline Webber joined us in September 2012 as 
a Department Technician/Teaching Assistant in PE. 
She is leaving to pursue her PGCE teacher training at 
Marjon University.

•	 Caroline Smart joined us on 1 January 2013 as a 
temporary English Teacher.  She has been appointed 
as an English and Humanities Teacher at Route 39 
School. We wish her well in her new post.

•	 Deborah Elsaesser joined us in September 2012 
as a temporary Design Technology Teacher. With 
our thanks, she leaves with very best wishes for the 
future.

•	 Asma Saif joined us on 1 September 2012 as a 
temporary IT Teacher for Anne Dufresne’s Maternity 
Cover. Our thanks and very best wishes for her future 
career.

•	 Eliza O’Driscoll joined us during May as an English 
Teacher for Marie Jones’ Maternity Cover.  She leaves 
with our thanks and best wishes.

•	 Catriona Moudy stepped in to help from April 2013 
as a Design Technology Teacher following our sad loss 
of Sara Bluett.  Many thanks for her support during 
this difficult time.

Maternity Leavers
•	 Eleanor Hastings began her maternity leave during 

June 2013.

Joining us in September for 
the New School Year

•	 Craig Tamlyn (Assistant Headteacher) – joining 
us from Isambard Community School, Swindon, 
Wiltshire.

•	 Nathan Rowe (2nd in Design Technology 
Department) –joining us from Holsworthy 
Community College.

Head Prefects with Headteacher, David Atton.  (Left to right):  Matthew 
Morrish, Ryleigh Sloman-Gray, Ellen Napier and Wren Frost.

Chloe and Jordan with certified 100% attendance!
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Junior UKMT National 
Mathematics Challenge
Our Year 7and 8 students achieved outstanding success.  
Best in School is Ben Hyde (Year 8).  Gold Winners:  Ben 
Hyde, Joshua Stanhope, Daniel Gibson (Year 8), Emily 
Brooks and Shana Hutchings (Year 7), Silver Winners:  
Jasmine Wilson, Yoseph Eskander, Hannah Kinsman, 
Sophie Hulland, Jack Tighe, Deborah Roper (Year 8), Ryan 
Mundell, Christopher Cohen and Grace Wood (Year 7).  
Bronze:  Dervla O’Driscoll-Paton, Owen Cockell, Marcus 
Malek, Alice Chamings, Benjamin Roberts, Amy Fletcher, 
Daniel Mansford, Cameron Keast, Dan Eastley, Jack 
Harper, Bradley Phillips (all in Year 8), Jacob Stanhope, 
Andrew Morgan, Zafira Shah, Charlotte Babb, Christopher 
Fleming, Cydney O’Brien, Jack Milward, Abigail Lewis, 
Cameron Naylor and Esther Shaw (all in Year 7).

The Governors’ Tea – June 
2013
In early June the Dining Hall was full to capacity for this 
term’s celebration with parents and grandparents.  Students 
achieving 500, 750 or 1,000 merits were presented with 
their certificates by Mike Canham, Chair of the Governing 
Body and Martin Penny, Vice Chair.  Mr Sloman hosted the 
Tea and introduced a new format whereby students were 
each briefly interviewed on their achievements, interests 
and ambitions!  

86 students received their 500 Merit Awards, 26 their 750 
Merit Awards – with Tahmid Chowdhury (Year 8!) and Emily 
Lobb (year 10) achieving their 1,000 Merit Certificates and 
Badges!  Well done!

North Devon 
Manufacturers’ Association  
Nathan Squire (Year 11) secured recognition and praise 
at the Awards for his design of a balance bike for young 
children.  The annual competition is open to GCSE and 
A Level students from all schools in North Devon and 

this is the first time a student has entered his work from 
Technology.  Nathan submitted his Balance Bike Project in 
the GCSE Resistant Material Category and came 3rd overall 
from what the judges described as a difficult task due to 
‘a high standard of work and the brilliance of the ideas for 
products’.

Congratulations to our Ten 
Tors Team
Callum Platt, Ellen Napier, Imogen Hunter, Alice Johnston, 
Sharma Goody and Harvey Roberts (all in Year 10) for 
their success.  Also to Matt Adamson, Chris Dunkin and 
Jai Watts (Year 11) who undertook the challenge with Taw 
Explorer Scouts.  We held a celebration lunch for them all 
and thanked Mr Ratcliffe and his colleagues for training the 
team. 

Carol Anne Diamonds 
Division 1 Netball Team
Congratulations to Elena Leaper (Year 11) who was selected 
for this team.  An outstanding achievement! 

National Schools’ Biathlon
Hannah Gaunt (Year 11) came 3rd at Crystal Palace and has 
been selected to represent Devon in the English Schools’ 
Athletics Championships in Birmingham. 

Royal College of Music 
Examinations
Congratulations to Catherine Way (Year 11) who gained 
a Merit for Grade 4 Keyboard and  Rebecca Way (Year 8) 
gained a Merit for Grade 3 Keyboard.  In the Piano exams, 
Alfie Stone (Year 8) achieved Grade 4, Oliver McKenzie 
(Year 8) achieved Grade 2 and Katie Webber (Year 11) 
achieved Grade 3.  Alisha Leaman (Year 9) has achieved 
Grade 4 in her Associated Board Singing Examination with 
Merit.  Well done to them all!

Under-16s British 
Championships
Ryan Owen (Year 9) came 9th overall at the Echo Arena, 
Liverpool whilst still only 14 years old!

Key Steps Award
Achieving this Award in Year 9 are: Aaron Antell, Owen 
Blanche, Matas Cvirka, Callum Fanthorpe, Chadlie Stokes, 
Dan Sutton, Rebecca Wigginton, Luke Angel, Leah Rigler,  
and Christian Slee.   Well done!

Charity Collections this 
Term
Sprint Swimming Relay In Support 
of Relay for Life
Faye Collins (Year 8) and Grace Wood (Year 7) completed a 
sprint swimming relay (60 minutes) in support of Relay for 
Life Cancer Research on Saturday 8th June at the Barnstaple 
Leisure Centre.  They achieved 178 lengths of the 25m pool 
(4450 metres or 2.8 miles).  Both are squad members of 
Barnstaple Swimming Club.  Thanks to Sammy and team at 
the Barnstaple Leisure Centre, all individual sponsors and 
for the support of Marsdens Cottage Holidays – one of the 
many sponsors of the Barnstaple Swimming Club.  Faye’s 
swim was dedicated to her grandfather and also to all at 
Cancer Research UK.  Between them, Faye and Grace have 
raised over £100 and are still collecting.

In memory of Sara Bluett
Our “Wear Something Purple to School Day” raised an 
amazing £2,350! Purple was chosen as she was a Chichester 
Tutor and everyone found that appropriate balance of 
respect and fun to remember a dear colleague no longer 
with us.  The money raised will go to the Amigos Charity, 
helping those it supports in Africa to learn vital skills to set 
up businesses so that they can feed their families and send 
their children to school.  Our thanks to Mrs Edmonds for 
organising this for us.

Many students in Year 8 helped the North Devon Schools’ 
Chemo Challenge to begin to raise £20,000 towards a new 
chemotherapy unit in North Devon:  they built a ‘human 
brick wall’ to help to publicise the campaign.

£1,250 was raised for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

Y7 PSHEE Lepra Charity Event
A representative came and spoke to the students 2 weeks 
ago to introduce their cause to our students and each Year 
7 Tutor Group organised and ran a “mini-olympics” stall in a 
PSHEE lesson.  All students took part and paid 20p for each 
event – each spent a pound, which went to the “Lepra in 
Action” Charity.   Despite bad weather, plans went ahead 
and with a wonderful hustling and bustling atmosphere 
in the Sports Hall, students and teachers were all smiling 

Pictured are Faye (top seated) and Grace.

Drake House Award Winners with Chair of Governors, Mike Canham and 
Deputy Head of House, Louise Brierley

Chichester House Award Winners with Deputy Chair of Governors, Martin 
Penny and Head of House, Gill Hevingham

Fortescue House Award Winners with Chair of Governors, Mike Canham

Kingsley House Award Winners with Deputy Chair of Governors, Martin 
Penny and Head of House, Jim Carnell.

Raleigh House Award Winners with Deputy Chair of Governors, Martin 
Penny and Head of House, Per Hampton
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and having fun.  It took great teamwork  to get the event 
organised, with real effort by tutors and tutor groups in 
preparation,  making and painting wooden hobby horses. 

Comic Relief - £800, part of the non-uniform day monies 
collected.

House Charity Collections
Chichester House
9BU £77.12 to Cancer Research.

9BU Another £1000 to Amigos International.  The Tutor 
Group wanted to raise £1000 by the end of of Year 11; they 
have achieved their goal two years early.

Drake House
Cheque for £450 for Cystic Fibrosis

Fortescue House
Dogs Trust (8GA) £12.95. Cancer Research £59.20 (various 
pupils/Tutor Groups). Special Care Baby Unit (8PR) 
£90. Roald Dahl Children’s Charity (10NB) £45. Willow 
Foundation (10MJ) £120. Deafblind (7EG) £55. North 
Devon Hedgehog Rescue (9JT) £120. Cancer Research 
(11JM) £18.55.

Kingsley House
10LK raised £38.70 with a cake sale and 9CT raised £51.30 
by holding a raffle.

Raleigh House
10JU raised £43.  

The School’s Ofsted 
Inspection – 4th and 5th 
June 2013
Everyone in the school community shares the success 
of the Inspection Report and its outcome that The Park 
Community School is a Good School with Outstanding 
Features.  When the independent Ofsted Inspectors report 
this using the new more demanding approach updated in 
January, this is a real accolade for us all.

Its key findings are:
•	 Examination results show a consistent improvement, 

both rapid and sustained.  Students respond well to 
all levels of challenge offered to them in lessons and 
rarely misbehave.

•	 The progress students make has improved 
significantly due to the quality of teaching, with clear 
leadership and management at all levels.

•	 Students feel very safe at school and behaviour 
is excellent:  students display excellent levels of 
politeness and friendliness and their behaviour is 
mostly exemplary.

•	 Relationships between students and adults are 
excellent, with high levels of trust enabling students to 
feel confident in seeking help whenever they need it.  

•	 Students take immense pride in their school and talk 
readily about their enjoyment of school life.  They 
express admirable loyalty to the school and are proud 
of its traditions.  The curriculum has enabled students 
to progress well and literacy is well promoted.  
Teachers provide a range of experiences (Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural) that strongly support 
learning. 

•	 The school works hard to ensure that all students have 
equal opportunities and parents are encouraged to 
take an active part in school life. 

•	 Leaders and managers at all levels share the clear 
vision set out cohesively by the Headteacher.

•	 The Governing Body is praised for its work and the 
significant impact it has on the school’s wellbeing and 
successful development.

What really impressed the Inspectors was the way in which 
all aspects of the school integrated together around the 
well-respected House System to secure something quite 
unique and distinctly ‘Park School’.

This extended to parents and others in the wider 
community all working together to offer our students the 
very best possible education and start in life.

As in all walks of life, no school can be perfect and, as a 
community of many different individuals, mistakes will be 
made, but confidence was expressed that we listen and 
are committed to seeking all that we are able to secure for 
every young person.

This school offers a broad and balanced education to all 
students, seeking the very best examination results possible 
for each whilst enabling every student to develop as a 
fully rounded young person.  Life is about finding essential 
balances and being determined to succeed.  The Inspectors 
have advised that we raise our expectations even further 
and also provide students with more coherent, structured 
opportunities to respond to their teachers’ marking.  
Through our new Co-operative Trust Status we shall now 
seek to work even more closely with you, identifying the 
very best ways to secure this progress whilst protecting all 
of those aspects you value in offering your son or daughter 
a happy, fulfilling and successful life. 

Thank you to everyone who helps us, not just when Ofsted 
arrive, but continuously as we pursue our journey to 
improve in every way possible from the benefits that this 
Report highlights for everyone.  

Ten Tors 2013!  
Before the off, all smiles from the Park School 35-mile team!

After nine training weekends (mostly wet and foggy!) the 
final event came and the weather was terrible (the worst Mr 
Ratcliffe has seen in 12 years!).  By the end of the adventure, 
the team had been reduced to 4 with Sharma and Callum 
having medical problems.  The surviving team members 
completed the event at 4:22pm on the Sunday.  A huge 
congratulations to the whole team on a tremendous effort 
in some very trying conditions.

Tom Crook and Jacob McGowan-Smith (both in Year 11) 
ably assisted in the training of the Year 10 passing on their 
experiences of the event from last year.  Thank you to them 
from Mr Ratcliffe and the rest of the staff.

Overall, a good year for Ten Tors, with a tremendous effort 
by all of the students during both the training and the 
event itself.  

Training starts again on the last Saturday in September 
2013 with a walk along the Tarka Trail.  Look out for notices 
on the Bulletin!

Progress File Assemblies
A school governor visited House Assemblies during May 
to present Year 11 with their individual Progress Files.  
We value these highly as each reflects that  student’s 
achievements, interests, strengths and aspirations to 
present to the world beyond school.  In August their GCSE 
grades will complete the record to date, to be developed 
further in the years ahead, wherever life may take them!

We are the first school in 
North Devon to become a 
Fairtrade School
Pictured here is the Steering Committee promoting the 
Fairtrade products and message. 

Students on the School’s Fairtrade steering committee 
have received the news from the Fairtrade Foundation that 
Park Community School has met the criteria to be awarded 
Fairtrade Status. Students have worked towards this Award 
over the last three years ensuring that the ethos of Fairtrade 
is embedded in the curriculum, that a Fairtrade option is 
available at refreshment venues and community events 
such as Parents’ Evenings.

There are five steps to becoming a Fairtrade School, 
including working to raise awareness of fair trade, 
encouraging teaching about Fairtrade subjects in classes, 
and adopting a Fairtrade policy which has the support of 
the School Governors and Headteacher.

The steering committee will continue to promote fairly 
traded products as much as possible in school and at 
events, spreading the Fairtrade message to ensure that 
farmers and producer organisations get a fair and stable 
price for the products we all use and enable them to look 
after their families and futures. 

The steering committee students were involved in a 
Business Breakfast during May, involving local businesses 
and GCSE students, focussing upon ethical issues in 
Business.

Mrs Thomas has acted as the teacher link for the steering 
committee and she congratulated the past and present 
students who have volunteered their time, for all their effort 
and commitment over the last three years.

Carnegie Book Prize Day

On June 17th, 10 students, along with Head of English Mrs 
Mitchell, went to RHS Rosemoor to take part in a day of 
presentations based on books shortlisted for the Carnegie 
Medal. Each year a group of Park students meet over a 
series of lunchtimes to read and review the shortlisted 
books. They then create a presentation on one of the books: 
this year the book chosen for Park was The Weight of Water 
by Sarah Crossan. 

The Carnegie group had a fantastic day joining with other 
schools in the area, discussing the books shortlisted and 
voting on their favourites. This year the winning book of the 
Carnegie medal was Maggot Moon by Sally Gardner.

Sharma Goody, Imogen Hunter, Ellen Napier, Alice Johnston, Harvey 
Roberts (Barnaby) and Callum Platt (all in Year 10)

Heather Nicholls, Emily Brooks, (Year 7), Dervla O’Driscoll-Paton, Deborah 
Roper, and Kate Boorman (Year 8)

the team and Mrs Mitchell. From year 7:  Ellie Hungerford, Yasmeen Abed, 
Grace Wood, Erin Beer, Luis James, Molly Tucker. From year 8: Ellie Dine-
Jenkins and Jack Tighe. From year 9 : Abbey Westbrook and Grace Rogers
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It All Adds Up in 
Mathematics!
Business Links – Maths Department 
2013
This year, for the first time, Year 8 instead of Year 9 students 
were asked to take on a Business Challenge. For 2 weeks the 
students swapped their maths books for project folders and 
tackled different problems that businesses in our area face. 
We had guest speakers from Webbers Estate Agents, the 
Big Sheep and further contributions from B&Q, the Police 
and the Body Shop. In a special assembly these projects 
were introduced to the students, with particularly insightful 
and inspiring presentations of their case by the Big Sheep 
and Webbers. The pupils then, after some questioning of 
the project leaders, chose their projects to work on and 
their problem to solve. These ranged from setting out 
the layout of a large supermarket, designing Christmas 
Hampers and doing the costing for the Body Shop, 
designing a financially successful Theme Park or developing 
a piece of land for the sale of 9 houses.

The students enthusiastically went to work and came up 
with so many fantastic and dedicated pieces of work that, 
instead of selecting 3 winners, we ended up with a long list 
of successful students, each of whom was rewarded with a 
certificate.

For 3 groups there was an additional prize, awarded in their 
year assembly.

Overall, this was a great success which we are aiming to 
make even better next year with more local businesses 
offering a variety of projects to the students.

Longleat Trip
On Monday 24th June the Year 7 Maths Reward Trip 
visited Longleat, followed on Tuesday 25th June by Year 
8.  Students are selected for continuous good behaviour 
and effort throughout the whole year, nominated by their 
teachers.

New York Trip in July 2014  
For all of those going in current Years 8, 9  and 10, half-
termly meetings will be held from September.  Dates to 
follow!

Year 8 Art and Science Trip 
to RHS Rosemoor
Over a period of 5 days the whole of Year 8 were given the 
opportunity to attend a day out at RHS Rosemoor Gardens. 
Each student experienced a science based workshop 
looking at pollination, fertilization and flower dissection, a 
session drawing in the gardens and a clay based workshop 
producing sculptures based on seedpod forms. We all had 
a great time and the behaviour of all of our students was 
exemplary. Well done Year 8.

Year 11 Caroline Thorpe 
Ward Hospital Art Work
Once our talented Year 11 artists had completed their GCSE 
Art course, they were given the opportunity to produce 
some artwork for the Caroline Thorpe Children’s Ward at 
the hospital. Several of our students volunteered to work 
from a collection of plants and flowers donated by St. 
John’s Garden Centre. We threw in a few teddies and robots 
for good measure! We hope you like the results.

Year 7&8 Art Workshop 
Brynsworthy Recycling 
Centre
A group of Year 7 and 8 students attended an afterschool 
workshop to produce 4 jigsaw pieces for a mural to be 
installed at the Brynsworthy Environment Centre. Park 
School was the only Secondary School involved in the 
project. Several other primary schools and Youth Groups 
created the other sections of the puzzle. The puzzle was 
inspired by poetry and allowed our students to work with 
a range of recycled materials including magazines, crisp 
packets, glass, tin cans, recycled batteries and mobile 
phones. Mrs Recycle also provided some interesting 
ideas and resources. Taya Lambden (Year 9)  was one of 
those who took part. She says: “I enjoyed the workshop. My 
favourite part was looking at different parts of the flower and 
creating them out of different materials, which have already 
had a life before!”

 The jigsaw artwork will now be displayed in the main foyer 
of the Brynsworthy Environment Centre.  Meanwhile, 
the council is keen to highlight that schools and other 
community groups can arrange to visit the centre to learn 
more about household recycling and see the work that 
goes on at the site.

The students involved were;  Year 7 - Daisy Bayliss, 
Charlotte Payne, Zac Lambden and Year 8 - Chloe Cooper, 
James Sahin, Poppy Slately, Sophie Britton, Rhyan 
Silvester, Sophie Pepper.

Year 10 Expressive Arts Trip 
to London
Final preparations are now in place for the Year 10 art trip to 
London. Students will be seeing two West End Shows; Billy 
Elliott and One Man Two Governors. They are also going to 
see the David Bowie exhibition at the V&A, Ellie Gallagher 
exhibition at The Tate Modern, a backstage tour of the 
National Theatre and a trip to the O2 for a music event for 
the GCSE Music students. We wish all students a superb 
weekend away.

Year 10 Paperclay Workshop 
at Petroc
Year 10 students were given the opportunity to take part in 
a paper clay workshop  at the Brannam’s site at Petroc. The 
tutors at Petroc delivered a very exciting introduction to this 
new material which can be fired in a kiln and allows for the 
creation of some very complex forms. We hope to introduce 
this new material into the Art Department next year.

BP Portrait Exhibition
BP Portrait Exhibition and Practical Workshop at The 
Royal Albert Memorial Museum Exeter.  Peggy Leaver, 
Rivka Shaw  and Jennifer Proctor were selected to take 
part in a portrait based workshop at The Royal Albert 
Memorial Museum over the Easter Holiday. They had the 
opportunity to produce their own portrait work in response 
to a collection of portraits which were on show from the 
National Portrait Gallery in London. This was an excellent 
opportunity for our students to work alongside other gifted 
and talented students from other Devon schools.

Moderation Exhibition
The AQA examiners came to moderate our students’ work 
in June. They were incredibly impressed with the standard 
and range of work from all ability groups. The exhibition 
was made available to staff and students to view for a short 
period of time. Well done to all of our GCSE students.
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Summer Fayre Art 
Exhibition
This year we hope to exhibit a range of GCSE exam work 
from  art students as part of our Summer Fayre. This will of 
course be totally weather dependent!

Chemotherapy Appeal
All Year 8 students were invited to take part in the launch 
of a new chemotherapy appeal led by Julie Whitton who 
works for the charity. The new appeal involves the public 
buying a brick from a virtual wall on the website and 
adding a comment to celebrate the life of a loved one. 
Our house shirts are same colours as the virtual wall and 
therefore make a great opportunity to raise awareness for 
this worthwhile charity. Please take a look for yourselves on 
www.justgiving.com/ndevonhealth/Donate

Pall Mall
Any moment now we will find out if any of our Year 11 
students have had their work selected for an annual 
exhibition in London’s Pall Mall Galleries. Good luck to 
Peggy Leaver, Rivka Shaw, Emily Baglow and Jess Palmer.

MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC!
Many students will be taking part in the Summer Concert 
and the Summer fete (3rd July and 17th July respectively).  
Bands performing at both events include:

The Statics, The Underground, The Unknown, D – Side, 
Sean Maxwell, Jack Morrish, Jack Tanner, Wren Frost and 
many more.

Tickets for the Summer Concert will be available to buy 
from Pupil Reception from 24th June at £4 adults £2 
children.  All proceeds from the concert will begin an 
exciting period of fund raising to pay for the permanent 
installation of a new PA system in the School Hall.  This 
will continue to improve the quality and accessibility of 
performances in the hall, whilst allowing for more creative 
and adventurous productions!

Routes Into Languages
South West MFL Pop Video 
Competition

Ben Martin (Year 8) took part in the Routes into Languages 
South West Pop Video Competition this term, a screen 
shot from the video is shown above.  With the assistance 
of Miss Curtis, Mr Millan and Mr Street, his language and 
music teachers, he composed an original song, in Spanish, 
recorded it and made a video entered into the Competition.  
Ben’s chosen topic was ‘Hobbies’ and he wrote his song 
about going to the beach and surfing (as he is also a keen 
member of the school surf club!).  Ben’s video ‘La Playa’ can 
be viewed on the Routes Into Languages Youtube Channel 
in the 11-14 category.  He was shortlisted in his category 
and invited to attend the final at Exeter University, which he 
then went on to win!  He won £100 and a trophy for all his 
hard work, well done Ben, you’re a star!  

South West MFL Speaking 
Competition
Tilly Porter (Year 9) and Hannah Atkinson (Year 7) were 
selected to take part in the South West Final of the Speaking 
Competition at Exeter University after the first round, which 
took place at Pilton Community College.   Tilly won the Key 
Stage 3 Non-Native speaker section of the competition, she 
received £50 and a trophy.  Well done to both girls, they 
were excellent! 

Life’s A Drama
Year 10 GCSE Drama Groups have been involved in a 
practical workshop with Aslan Productions – a professional 
theatre company.  The two actors really challenged our 
students to work at a quick pace to explore different ways of 
story-telling.

Year 9 and 10 students have taken up the opportunity to 
see two theatre productions this term – “Snap, Catch, Slam” 
at The Plough and ‘Birdhouse’ at the Northcott Theatre.  
By the time we return from the London Expressive Arts 
Weekend, some will have enjoyed four pieces of theatre 
this term!

A group of 15 Year 8 students spent the day, with students 
from other schools, taking part in a Drama Workshop.

Watch out for some lively peformances at the Summer 
Fayre.  A group of Year 9 students are currently rehearsing 
‘The Cantebury Tales’ (but not as you know it!).

FOOD!
All GCSE groups have taken part in a fish-filleting session 
with chefs Tom Lewis and John Gavin from Petroc this 
term.  This is a new experience for all and the chefs were 
impressed by the standards of practical skills shown by our 
students.  

Cooking with Year 4 and Year 5 
Pupils from Our Lady’s School
30 pupils visited the Food Department to cook and 
decorate biscuits with Ms Marlow.  The pupils designed a 
range of biscuit decorations based on flags from around the 
world before they came to the session.  They rolled, shaped, 
baked and decorated the biscuits here at Park School.  A fun 
afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

A Scarecrow?
Three year 8 students, 
with support from the 
Learning Mentors, have 
entered The North 
Devon Show Scarecrow 
Competition. Paige 
Jewell, Holly Usher 
and Chloe Jewell will 
be working on the 
project and they will be 
producing a scarecrow 
based on the theme of 
’Growing Your Own’. 
The scarecrow will be 

displayed at The North Devon Show on The Value House 
Store Stand. Good luck girls!! 

Year 10 Taster Day
At the end of June, students in Year 10 had the opportunity 
to attend a Taster Day at Petroc, looking at the range of 
courses on offer, to help them make informed decisions 
about their future plans when they leave school. With the 

Raising of the Participation Age (RPA) it is worth noting 
that a student currently in year 10 or below will need to 
continue in education or training until at least their 18th 
birthday. This does not necessarily mean staying in school; 
young people will have a choice about how they continue 
in education or training post-16, which could be through:

•	 Full-time study in a school, college or with a training 
provider. 

•	 Full-time work or volunteering combined with part-
time education or training. 

•	 An Apprenticeship

The World of Geography!
Year 8
Croyde was the destination at the end of April for our Year 
8 coastal studies visit, with almost all of the Year 8 students 
participating. Students were investigating the natural 
processes that operate at the coast, the landforms that are 
produced, and considering the impact that people can 
have there. For once we were lucky with the weather (well it 
didn’t rain anyway!) and the ice cream at the end of the day 
was enjoyed by all! 

Year 8 are also currently participating in our annual 
Environmental Olympiad, a competition that requires 
them to investigate an environmental issue and produce 

Enjoying an ice cream at the end of a hard day’s work! Chloe Cooper, 
Rhyan Silvester, Poppy Slattery, James Sahin, Phillip Stevens, Kai 
Kennerley, Marta Macialek, Holly Usher, Kamile Andriekute

Angus Napier, Finn Ivers , Lewis Hall-Rudford, Callum Choules , Matthew 
Johnston , Bradley Phillips  -  measuring potholes on the wave cut 
platform
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a presentation on their findings. The school final is on 
the 22nd July, and the team that produces the best 
presentation each win a digital camera! Finalists and results 
will follow in the next  Park News!

Year 10
On the 15th and 17th May, 90 students took part in a split 
day of fieldwork, with part of the day studying local flood 
defences in Barnstaple and part of the day at Westward 
Ho! doing some initial preparation for their controlled 
assessment in Year 11. In September there will be a full day 
at Westward Ho! collecting data and information to enable 
them to complete this aspect of their assessment.

Life in History
Mrs Hall-Tomkin’s classes made stained glass windows 
(including some cakes and biscuits!) as part of their work 
on Thomas Becket and King Mary II.  Year 7 has also been 
busy making gingerbread Black Death victims!  Year 8 has 
decorated potatoes in the style of Elizabeth II as part of their 
work on the Tudors.  

The Year 8 Visit to the SS Great Britain in Bristol takes 
place in July.   Year 7 will be enjoying medieval enactment 
days on 17th and 18th July, with weapons and armour 
demonstrations!  

The Joint History/Geography Trip leaves for Italy on 
28th July with Ms Hall-Tomkin, Mrs Graham and Mr 
Cuthbertson.  We will be visiting Mount Vesuvius, Pompeii, 
the Isle of Capri and having a go at ice-cream making!

LIBRARY LIFE
Overdue Books
Have you looked under your bed recently, or on top of your 
wardrobe? There are many overdue books which we need 
back in the Library. If you are not reading them, bring them 
back and let someone else have them. If you have them for 
too long, various sanctions come into effect and you may 
end up with a detention or a bill!

Year 7 Tutor Group Reading Award
Congratulations to 7EG who have won the Year 7 Tutor 
Group Reading Award. Again! (Mainly due to Samantha 
Foster!) 

Book Tokens
Book tokens have been awarded to the following students 
for the most books borrowed from the Library during the 
Summer Term: Sam Foster (Year 7), Adam Langford and 
Connor Kavanagh (both in Year 8) who both borrowed the 
same number, Niamh Hetfield (Year 9) and Thomas Smyth 
(Year 10). Well done!

Student Librarians
Welcome to Ionia Green (Year 7) and Gemma Foster (Year 
8), who have joined the Library team.

Appledore Book Festival
Once again we will be hosting children’s authors in 
September who have been invited by the Appledore 
Festival Committee. This year the authors are Paul 
Dowswell (writer of over 60 UK published titles), Jamie 
Thomson (winner of the Roald Dahl Funny Prize 2012) and 
Kit Berry (Author of the magical realism series Stonewylde).

Park’s Got Talent 2013 
For one week during lunchtimes we held a talent contest for 
pupils who wished to show off their singing/musical talents.  
Each act performed on stage with the support of music 
teacher Mr Street as the sound engineer/drummer.  The 
School Hall was packed with an audience of students and 
staff who came to watch. 

30 acts entered this year’s contest and standards were very 
high. Four staff members Miss Vidler, Mrs Button, Mr Ley 
and Mr Williams played the role of “Britain’s Got Talent” 
judges, providing entertaining feedback for each act. Molly 
Jeffery and Lana Dyrda (Both Year 11) presented the show 
in the roles of Ant and Dec, introducing each act.   

The audience entrance fee and sale of snacks/drinks raised 
£300 for charity.  

9 acts won through to the final – and the winners were:  1st 
Dion Sheppard (Year 8) 2nd Katia Stone (Year 11) Joint 3rd 
Emily Rawlinson (Year 9) & Taya Lambden, Olivia Lang 
(Both Year 9) with Mr Hargrave. Well done to everyone. 

Mr Blincow in the Primary 
Schools

Bishops Tawton
Year 2 have been making Victorian ‘Zoetropes ‘. This 
involved drawing lots of images with slightly different 
changes. These were than fixed onto the inside of a tube 
with slots in the side. As the tube moved the different 
images could be seen through the slots. The images 
appeared to be moving. The pupils measured and cut wood 
using junior hacksaws. Cuts in the wood enabled the tube 
to be fixed and creating the moveable shell.

Landkey
Year 5 designed and made rubber band propelled boats 
to link in with their 2nd World War Topic.  The boats 
were tested to see which could carry the most amount of 
material the quickest speed across a water tank. Simulating 
the problem of getting as many troops back from Dunkirk 
as possible. 

Forches
Year 4 have been designing and making mini propagators. 
The pupils used junior hacksaws and bench hooks to create 
a framework in which old fruit containers were fixed. This 
created a base unit to place soil and plants as well as a 
position to have a clear cover to help keep the plants warm 
as well as letting the plants receive light

Our Lady’s
Years 4/5 have been making remote control vehicles, 
designing computer control programmes and flow 
diagrams, and constructing vehicles using KNEX kits.  They 
also came to Park to use the Food Technology rooms to 
make biscuits.  The decoration took the form of ‘Flags of the 
World’. Thanks go to Mrs Marlow for making the experience 
so special.

Ashleigh School 
Year 4 have been designing postcards with moving 
levers and mechanisms.  They firstly made up a range of 
mechanisms on card to work out what could be possible. 
They then designed ‘postcards’.  A wide range of interesting 
and creative outcomes were produced.

They also used ‘Pneumatics’ to design and make moving 
Sea Monster Faces. Syringes were joined to plastic tubing to 

create the movement. The pipe and syringes were housed 
inside a cardboard box.

Some very scary monsters were created!!.      

The Year 8 FRENCH 
Residential
During the last week of term  44 Year 8 students and 5 staff 
will be going to Lion sur Mer, Normandy. Whilst there they 
will not only have opportunities to practise their French 
and build their confidence, but also to explore much of  
the area. Visits will include the Bayeux Tapestry, the city 
of Caen and the Memorial pour la Paix, Arromanches 
(twinned with Instow), the D Day landing beaches, the 
American War Cemetery at Coleville-sur Mer and a French 
hypermarket. 

Year 10 French
Students in Miss Curtis’ Year 10 group had the opportunity 
to sample French cuisine as part of a food tasting lesson, 
c’était délicieux!

Year 7 Textile Club
This term, the group have been designing and making 
patchwork cushions. Some pupils have decided   to 
incorporate a computer embroidery design to follow their 
theme. Screen printing has also been introduced, where 
the girls created some fun, eye-catching logos to print onto 
existing T-shirts.  Grace Wood, Abigail Streete, Mahmuda 
Chowdhury, Abby Lewis, Heather Nicholls, Emily Brookes, 
Ebony Hopkins, Justice Reader, Rebecca Casinelli, Bryony 
Ruhleman, Sophie & Hannah Webster, Poppy Delve and 
Shannon Wayborn.

At Nassau Court, Westward Ho!, looking at evidence of transport and 
deposition – the focus of the controlled assessment task we will be 
starting on in the Autumn Term
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74 Years On!
Dick Raymond returned to the school recently, just 74 years 
after he left in 1939 at the outbreak of war.

A pupil at Barnstaple Grammar School, when the usual 
delivery men received their call-up papers for the forces, he 
was needed by his father to deliver bread from the family’s 
bakery in the town.  Too young to drive the drive the van, he 
used the horse and cart!  He was soon to enlist in the RAF 
and Bomber Command, flying Lancasters.  Shot down over 
Holland, he spent time as a prisoner of war before making 
his way home to a further 37 years at the bakery!  He also 
embarked upon a career in farming, building and extending 
the farm over the years before his retirement.

Touring the school he visited his old classroom, recounting 
the names of all of his teachers and his adventures as a 
schoolboy all of those years ago.

Of particular interest was the school’s Honour Board listing 
the Old Boys who lost their lives during the war.  The school 
has carefully treasured an accompanying memorial book 
containing a photo of each of them with a brief account of 
his war record and service. 

Mr Raymond has offered to return again, much sooner than 
before, to share his experience with today’s generation!

Athletics
Congratulations to Hannah Gaunt (Year 11), Isabel 
Hampton (Year 10) and Martika Gallagher (Year 9)  who 
represented Devon in the South West Schools Athletics 
Championship. Hannah & Martika competed in the 1500m 
in their respective age groups, whilst Isabel represented 
Devon in the Javelin. Isabel was one of the youngest in 
her competition.  Throwing in blustery conditions, it was 
always going to be tough, but she can feel proud of her 
achievements. Hannah has is now going on to compete in 
the English Schools Track & Field finals. Well done girls and 
good luck Hannah at the Finals.

Gareth Pike (Year 11) came overall 6th place in the U-17 
Men’s 400m at the Welsh National Athletics Meeting in 
Swansea during June. 

The Park Olympic Legacy
On a sunny Monday in June, 325 primary school children 
from 15 schools took part in 21 relay races around, a 
200 metre grass track marked out on our cricket field.  
Organised, with thanks, by school sports co-ordinators 
Alan Mackie and Christine Farr, winners included Landkey, 
Bratton Fleming and Newport - with Newport declared 
overall winners!  

Our thanks to all who took part or helped – and to sponsors 
North Devon Sports Foundation, Barnstaple Town Council, 
The Bridge Trust and several local councillors.   Peter 
Brend Jr. of North Devon Sports Foundation presented the 
medals. 

North Devon Schools 
Athletics Championships
Our Year 7 girls won in their age group and Year 9 boys won 
jointly with Torrington School!

North Devon Swimming 
Gala
Overall Champions were Park School students in all four 
categories (Junior Girls – 1st, Junior Boys – 1st, Inter Girls – 
1st and Inter Boys – 1st!)  Well done to all the swimmers!  

Year 7 Swimmers
Grace Wood, Holly Coles, Olivia Sayer,  Nalani Whitely, 
Paige Unstead, Florence Moore, Luke Mitchell, Miles 
Miller, Jacob Butterworth and Zac Surridge. 

Year 8 Swimmers
Faye Collins,  Alfie Pocock and Dan Mansford.

Year 9 Swimmers
Rachel Coles, Taya Lambden, Tom Hutchens, Matt 
Binmore and David Miller.

Year 10 Swimmers
Will Hutchens, Jessica Surridge and Summer Whitely. 

SKI Trip 2013
20 students and staff were again in Passo Tonale, Italy the 
first week of the Easter break for the annual ski trip. Yet 
again this was a fantastic trip with all students excelling at 
either Skiing or snowboarding. We were fortunate with both 
the snow conditions and the weather. If you are interested 
in next years trip there are still spaces. For more information 
and a letter see Mrs Freeman, Mr Blincoe, Mr Horton, Mrs 
Hevingham or Miss Gibbs.

Volleyball Championships
On Monday 17th June, Park School entered two teams in 
the Devon Schools Beach Volleyball Championships which 
were held on Croyde beach. Teams came from across the 
county including two schools from Exeter (St Peters and St 
Lukes), Torrington School, Kings School in Ottery St Mary, 
Plymstock and Pilton.  The weather was a challenge during 
the group stages in the morning, but by the afternoon and 
the finals stages, the weather had become much more 
pleasant allowing the players of all age categories to play at 
a very high standard. 

Our teams, Sophie Watts and Helen Farr (Team A), and 
Chloe Sloman and Niamh Marshall (Team B), finished 
the day in very respectable third and seventh positions 
respectively.  By coming third Sophie and Helen have 
qualified to play at Sandbanks in Dorset in the South West 
Schools Beach Volleyball Championships, so an extra special 
congratulations to them.

All four of the girls represented the school and themselves 
in a hugely positive way by competing hard, winning and 
losing with grace and officiating fairly. 

A huge thank you must go to Denise Austin who has 
dedicated a massive amount of her life to developing 
volleyball both locally and nationally and it is her energy 
and commitment that drives such tournaments and the 
high standard within these competitions locally. 

The Park Community 
School Co-operative 
Learning Trust
As you will be aware, this school became a ‘Co-operative 
Trust’ school on 1st September 2012.

You may have wondered why there appears to have 
been  little impact or action since.  The reason is very 
straightforward – Ofsted!  As we had expected their visit 
at any time since September, it has been inappropriate to 
launch the Co-operative Initiative without the Inspection 
Report to underpin it.  Now that we have received such a 
strong Ofsted outcome, this enables us to develop this new 
initiative on a very sound footing and clear basis.

The Co-operative ethos closely matches that of The Park 
Community School, valuing people and community. We 
seek for all in the broader school community – students, 
staff, parents/carers, others who are willing to help us – 
to join together to ensure that our students secure even 
greater success. 

Much work has taken place in the background and early in 
the new school year we shall seek for all of you to join with 
us to embark upon this new chapter in the school’s history.

There is much that we shall be able to achieve together, 
with some enjoyment and fun, so that we build strongly 
upon this Ofsted endorsement of the school’s quality and 
potential.  

I hope that you will join with us.

David Atton Headteacher

Drake News:
Congratulations to: 
Sara Watkinson (Year 10) who cut her hair off for Cancer 
Research, raising over £200 from school alone.
Jack Rice (Year 8) – who had his contract with Plymouth 
Argyle renewed.
Well done Drake House for your efforts in raising £450 for 
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. 

Raleigh News:
Shannon Wayborn (Year 7) and Keziah Ley (Year 10) 
performed in ‘Fame’ for Barnstaple Young Generation – both 
students have parts in the next production of ‘Goodbye Mr 
Tom’.  Antony Penny (Year 10) played in the production of 
‘Aristocats’.
Jack Rippon (Year 7) has been awarded a Gold Badge by 
South Molton Library for reading and speaking about 100 
books:  it was presented in Raleigh Assembly.  
Mr Hampton was selected to play Hockey for West Masters 
at a National Tournament in Bristol during May.
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My thanks to everyone who 
contributed to another successful 
school year. I hope that you and your 
family have an enjoyable holiday 
together, with good weather, so 
that we can all return next term 
with renewed energy, each pupil 
determined to achieve personal 
bests across all aspects of what the 
school has to offer!

Next term begins at 8.50am on  
Monday 9th September 2013.

Thursday 5th and Friday 6th 
September are non pupil staff 
development days.

David Atton Headteacher

Notices...
Careers Advice and 
Guidance in Year 11
For Parents/Carers of students going into Year 
11 in September, you will receive a letter with a 
detailed breakdown of the guidance that is on 
offer, along with events that will be organised, 
at the end of September. An annual ‘Options at 
16+’ evening for Parents/Carers and students is 
organised at the beginning of November and 
further details will be sent out nearer the time. 
There will be opportunities for Taster Days at 
other Colleges in the Autumn Term as well as 
appropriate work-based visits. Should you require 
any further information in the meantime, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mrs Edmonds in 
school.

Work Permits
With the holidays fast approaching and 
the possibility of being offered part-time 
employment as a result of Work Experience, 
the law states that students must be 
registered for work with their local authority, 
who will issue a work permit. Work permit 
application forms and copies of Child 
Employment regulations can be obtained 
from Mrs Edmonds

“STOP PRESS! - 
GOOD NEWS!
Royal Society of British Artists - 
National Students’ Exhibition: The 
Mall Galleries, London - July 2013

Emily Baglow and Peggy Leaver 
have just heard - their artwork is 
on display in London!  In addition, 
Jess Palmer and Rivka Shaw 
have received certificates of High 
Commendation.  

This is a wonderful acheivement 
for the girls and for the quality and 
standards of our Art Department.  
Congratulations to all involved 
and thanks to Mrs Phillips and Mrs 
Freeman.”


