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1.  Merry Christmas!

“A Merry 
Christmas 
to you All” 

Christmas 2013

Dear Parents and Carers,
The period leading up to Christmas is one of the most 
enjoyable of the school year, with so much happening and 
the festive celebrations to look forward to!

To get us into the festive spirit Christmas dinner is served 
in the Dining Hall on Tuesday 10th, Wednesday 11th 
and Thursday 12th December.  Join in the fun for this 
traditional treat! 

In this edition of Park News you have a glimpse of the rich 
range of experiences and opportunities our students have 
benefited from since the warmer days of early September 
when this Autumn Term of 2013 began.  Since then, 72 
school days will have passed by the time we break up in 
the week before Christmas and so much has been packed 
into each one of them!  

With our comprehensive weekly electronic parents’ 
bulletin and continuously updated website, is this paper 
edition of ‘Park News’ still relevant and welcomed at 
home?  I hope that it is as it provides a broad record and 
perspective on school life – extending well beyond the 
classroom.

My very best wishes for a peaceful Christmas with your 
family and a prosperous 2014!

David Atton - Headteacher

Christmas Concert
Please join us for our Christmas Celebration – tickets are 
available from the School Office and going fast!

The Friends of Park are requesting donations of bottles of 
wine for the mulled wine at the Christmas Concert. If you can 
help, please hand bottles in to the main school reception.  

If you are available to help serve refreshments at this event 
please let us know
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Our Year 11 School Leavers’ 
Presentation Evening
The School Hall was full to capacity on Thursday 7th 
November when last year’s Year 11 students returned with 
their families to celebrate their achievements and success. 

Guest of Honour was Ed Peers, Head Boy in 1997-98, 
returning to the School for the first time in 15 years.  
He explained to today’s leavers how he had pursued 
his studies in aeronautical engineering to achieve his 
doctorate at Southampton University, then pursuing post-
doctoral research and lecturing.  However, in a world full of 
opportunities if you make them, he now travels the world 
as a much sought-after photographer.

Thanked by Chair of Governors, Mike Canham, Dr. Peers 
paid respect to the school for the good start in life it had 
helped to give him.

Special Award Winners were:   
John William Prize for Contribution to School Life – Nicole 
Chadwick, Payne Shield for Services to the Community 
– Joshua Nicholls, Children & Young People’s Award for 
The Spirit of Devon – Oscar Best, Reverend Benson Prize 
for R.E. – Rivka Shaw, Sociology Award – Bethany-Jade 
Revert, Morgan Prize for C.O.P.E. (Certificate Of Personal 
Effectiveness) – James Vallins, Physical Education Prize: 
Best All-Rounder (Female) – Hannah Gaunt, Physical 
Education Prize: Best All-Rounder (Male) – Barnaby 
Meadowcroft , David Pengelly  Prize for Music – Timon 
Hynes, Newsham Prize for Best GCSE Certificate – Rivka 
Shaw, Timon Hynes and Margaret Leaver, Lee-McEldon 
Citizenship Award – Joshua Nicholls, Governors’ Award 
for Work Experience – Wesley McKenna and Chloe 
Robinson, The Outstanding Personal Achievement Award 
– William Squire, The Jonathan Baxter Memorial Shield 
for Business & Enterprise – Bethany-Jade Revert, The 
Sara Bluett Technology Award – Hannah Underwood, Art 
Achievement Award – Emily Baglow, Gerald Thorne Prize 
for Geography – Hannah Gaunt, Grant Prize for History – 
Rivka Shaw, Biology Prize – Emily Walton, Chemistry Prize 
– Siobhan Nickels, Physics Prize – Emer O’Driscoll Paton, 
Languages Prize for French – Emily Baglow, Languages 
Prize for German – Siobhan Nickels, Languages Prize for 
Spanish – Megan Jones-Dellaportas, Child Development 
– Holly Brooks, English Attainment Award – Margaret 
Leaver, English Aspiration Award – Jordan Gubbin, Hughes 
Prize for Head Girl – Jessica Lobb, Critchley Prize for Head 

Boy – Barnaby Meadowcroft, Deputy Head Girl Prize 
– Laura Hughes, Deputy Head Boy Prize – Christopher 
Knight, Evans & Co Maths Award for Best Overall 
Achievement – Timon Hynes, Evans & Co Maths Award for 
Best Overall Progress – Jessica Lobb and Jacob McCowen-
Smith. 

Our Students’ Success in 
the Petroc A-Level Awards
It is always enjoyable to learn of the continuing success 
of our students.  This year congratulations go to their 
achievement of gaining 28 Awards for their A-Level results:-

A Level Accounting – Jasmine Moran, A Level Classical 
Civilisation – Jack Hampton, A Level English Language – 
Joseph Chugg, A Level French  - Megan Welmers, A Level 
Graphic Design – Megan Glenister, A Level Mathematics 
– Daniel Finn, A Level Philosophy – Alys Binns, A Level 
Psychology – Kia Jago, Biology Olympiad Competition 
– Craig Pike, Biology Olympiad Competition – Jack 
Hampton, Biology Olympiad Competition – Michael 
Gaunt, Access to Higher Education Sociology – Luke 
Daniels, Exceptional Achievement – Anna Kinsella, 
Charlotte Bennett, Daniel Finn, Dian Weerakonda-
Arachchil, Jack Hampton, Jasmine Dawes, Kia Jago, 
Louise Tucker, Michael Gaunt, Mollie Foster, Rebecca 
Benham and Rebecca Shapland, Exceptional Merit – 
Mollie Foster and Rebecca Shapland, Royal Society of 
Chemistry’s Young Analyst Competition – Sabrina Shah.

Governors’ Tea 
Celebrates Successes and 
Achievement
Over 150 parents joined students and staff for this term’s 
Governors’ Tea held in the School Hall. 

Chair of Governors, Mike Canham and fellow governor 
Janet Broomhead joined with Heads of House to present 
the certificates and badges.

Organised and led by Mr Sloman, he invited each Award 
Winner to step up to the microphone and share something 
of the secrets of his or her success with everyone! 

Our congratulations to:-

Chichester House
500 Merits – Laura Browne, Lauren Daykin, Nicola Dunkin, 
Daniel Eastley, Sasha Harris, Thomas Lawrence, Zach 
Menhinnitt, Trevor Searle, Micaela Tucker.

750 Merits – Imogen Baker, Kate Boorman, Courtney 
Norman, Ben Searle and Chloe Staddon.

1,000 Merits – Abi Harris.

Drake House
500 Merits – William Allchorn, Sian Bassett, James Cooper, 
Sarah Cousins, Matt Crocker, Amelia Day, Mark Dymond, 
Corey Filmer, Ellie Finlinson, Kiera Ford, Cameron Fuller, 
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Chelsea Gratton, Isabel Hampton, Amber Hawkins, 
Armand Karczmarz, Owen Lilley, Hannah Mills, Jack 
Morrish, Miles McCree, Alfie Pennyfield, Jade Rendle, 
Victoria Salkeld, Daniel Scott, Rhiannon Smith, Amelia 
Stanbury, Rebecca Stapleton, Dylan Stone, Chelsea 
Thomas, Chloe Whale and Charlie Williams.

750 Merits – Emily Baker, Alison Bell, Faye Collins, Jasmin 
Husband, Niamh Marshall, Grace Rogers, Holly Sherborne, 
Hakan Soylu and Jasmine Wilson.

Fortescue House:
500 Merits – Candace Brice, Georgia De La Cour, Sara 
Hambleton, Cheryl Hammond, Tiegan Jenkin, Beth 
Newton, Kacie Philips, Sophie Sluman, Joshua Stanhope, 
Jodee Stevens, Josie Vaughan, Taylor Vaughan-Williams 
and Claudia Watkins.

750 Merits – Lucy Hawkins and Sophie Hawkins.

Kingsley House
500 Merits – Sophie Britton, Danica Holland, Beatrice 
Isaac, Yasmin Jago, Ellie-Louise Kent, Maisy Parks, Tilly 
Porter, James Rance, Bethany Ranger, Ben Rumble and 
Hannah Trawin.

750 Merits – Bethany Babb, Megan Benbow, Chloe 
Dewberry, Bethany Hill, Ryan Isaac, Callum Platt and 
Helena Standen.

Raleigh House
500 Merits – Patrycja Antczak, Aaron Antell, Daniel Brown, 
Holly Cawsey, Ryan Comer, Kyle Darragh, Finlay Dart, 
Kallum Dowson, Daniel Elston, Amy Fletcher, Martha 
Lethaby, Charlie Hill, Sean Isaac, Olivia Lang, Alfie May, 
Olivia Mayne, Chloe Medhurst, Alexandra Murdoch, 
Hayley McDine, Mashiyath Qurashy, Safwath Qurashy, 
Jennifer Rosevear, Victoria Rushton, Taylor Sargeant, 
Jessica Smale, Ellie Stacey, Rosie Thomas, Daisy Totterdell, 
James Turnbull, Kate Walker, Rebecca Way, Scott Wells, 
Kyle Whitehand, Stanley Wilks, Hayley Williams, Nicole 
Williams, Sarah Williams and Leanne Witcombe. 

750 Merits – Evie Moorfield, Harry Randall and Aiden 
Wayborn.

What Makes A Good 
Education?

Following our successful Ofsted Inspection, the Summer’s 
GCSE results confirmed the quality of all that the Inspectors 
reported upon.  We do not rely upon a range of ‘equivalent 
courses’ that can produce multiple grades for the same 
course, our focus is largely upon the respected GCSE 
subjects that have genuine currency beyond school and 
which Mr Gove, the Secretary of State for Education, is 
emphasising as ‘real education’.

5+ (A* - C) including English and 
Maths

2011 2012 2013 Improvement

The Park 
Community 
School

Including our 
one equivalent 
course (ICT 
OCR National)

47% 54% 64% +17% Our School 
Improvement

GCSE  Only 47% 54% 63% +16%

The National
Averages

Including 
equivalent 
courses

57% 58% 61% +4% The National 
Improvement

GCSE  Only 51% 51% 53% +2%

                                                                                                                           

This makes the sustained strengthening of our results very 
clear, now well above the national averages on all measures.  
Our students and staff deserve praise for these outcomes – 
and parents too for their help and support.  There can be no 
automatic guarantee of rising outcomes and success every 
year into the future, but it shows just what can be achieved 
and the target for future year groups to set themselves as 
each approaches their GCSE examinations.

The very best possible grades for each student are so vital – 
but a good education involves so much more, providing:-

•	 Personal Empowerment through ‘ being educated’.

•	 Preparation for Citizenship through building, 
sustaining and developing the society we all live 
within and benefit from.

•	 Cultural Transmission building an understanding of 
our culture, our historical and moral inheritance, so 
that we all can live together with understanding and 
tolerance.

•	 Preparation for work and earning a living.

Raising Achievement Matters...
For Individuals

•	 Increased Lifetime Salary
•	 Improved Health
•	 Longer Life
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For Society
•	 Increased Economic Growth
•	 Lower Healthcare Costs
•	 Lower Criminal Justice Costs	

...so, by gaining a good education 
everyone benefits!

The Friends of Park School 
(Parents and Friends 
Association P.F.A.)
My thanks to all those who help and support our ‘Friends of 
Park’, particularly the officers for 2013-14:-

Chair – Paula Dunkin, Vice Chair – Lisa Beasant, Treasurer – 
Karen Sandwell and Secretary – Chris Farr.

Many secondary schools find it quite difficult to keep 
their ‘p.f.a.’ going, everyone is so busy and there are so 
many other pressures.  However, a school is impoverished 
if it does not benefit from this invaluable partnership 
with parents.  It is not just about fund-raising but, more 
importantly, focussed upon becoming involved in school 
life for the benefit of all. 

Our ‘Friends’ provide invaluable help and I thank them on 
behalf of us all.  Please support and join them.

David Atton, Headteacher

The February Quiz - Friday 
7th February  - 7:30pm  in 
the School Hall
Come and join us for a lighthearted yet competitive evening 
£6 per head includes a ploughman’s supper - Bar available.

If you would like to offer help and support in any way the 
‘Friends of Park’ would love to hear from you. There are 
many ways in which you can get involved. We support the 
school by providing refreshments at parents’ evenings, 
concerts and other school events, holding fundraising 
activities and generally supporting pupils, teachers and 
areas of the curriculum. Meetings are informal and friendly 
and held once a term. We are currently raising money to 
provide canopies for new Y7 and Y11 social areas. So far we 
have £5500 towards our target of £15000!

Following our recent AGM we have two vacant posts.

•	 Fundraising Coordinator and Refreshments 
Coordinator.

•	 We are always looking for new ideas of ways to raise 
vitals funds for our projects and we support the school 
but serving refreshments at all the school events that 
occur throughout the year. We are seeking someone 
to coordinate the fundraising and the personnel for 
these events.

•	 If you are able to join us in either of these roles please 
get in touch to find out more

•	 At present we are looking for some more people to 
join the parents’ evening tea rota. This involves a short 
shift of 2 hours    3.30pm - 5.30pm or   5pm - 7pm to 
serve teas and coffees in the school hall. If you have a 
few hours to spare please let us know

Contact the secretary - Christine Farr at christinefarr@
hotmail.com 

Student Achievements and 
Success
Charlotte Price (Year 11) passed her Grade 7 Violin with 
Distinction.

Jack Marelli (Year 9) and Jamie Rance (Year 10) are our 
Champion MFL pupils of this half term.  Well done to all 
students who took part in the Cultural Ambassadors’ display 
– see all of their excellent work on the display board outside 
Room 97.  Spanish Club is now up and running on different 
days once a week to allow as many pupils as possible to 
attend.  We hope students will join us.

Megan Bousted and Alice Pocock (both in Y11) have 
completed their full swim teachers’ qualification.  This is 
a professional qualification with the Swimming Teachers 
Association.   This involves an important and responsible 
role teaching young children to swim and potentially 
helping to save lives. 

Ryan Mugford (Year 7) has been selected for the North 
Devon Football Team.

Sophie Taylor-Woodward (Year 7) played a leading role in 
Miracle on 34th Street at the Queens Theatre in November.

Megan Bousted and Alice Pocock

Cameron Naylor
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Cameron Naylor (Year 8) achieved two first places and a 
third place for his three photos in the Museum of North 
Devon’s Annual Heritage Photographic Competition.  
Amongst his Awards is the Perpetual Trophy for Best Photo 
Overall in the Under-16 category. Well done! 

Our Respect for 
Remembrance
Twenty students from Year 7 accompanied Mr Atton and 
Mr Street to this year’s Children’s Remembrance Service 
at the Rock Park Memorial – Joshua Sutton, Sarah Cortis, 
Jordan Choules, Eleanora De La Cour, Aidan Goody, 
Tilly Scotthorne, Liam Waters, Molley Mellet, Morgan 
Dempsey, Maddy Hughes, Eden Duke, Louis Green, Alex 
Spear, Anna Austin, Jamie Whitcomb, Summer Madge, 
Sam Polkinghorne, Chantelle Bennett, Harry Hatherell 
and Alannah Grice.  

Mr Street led the singing of the hymn and our Head 
Prefects gave the readings:-

Wren Frost – Head Boy 		
•	 As the younger generation we gather here this 

morning to pay our respect and remember those who 
gave their lives for our freedom.

•	 This War Memorial represents those men and women, 
many not much older than ourselves, caught up in 
conflict around the world: a symbol for all of those 
who fought and were affected by war.

•	 Our school, The Park Community School, first opened 
in 1910 then the Barnstaple Grammar School.  At the 
end of the First World War in 1918, seven of its pupils 
had lost their lives in action.

•	 In July 1916 Mr Abel, the Headteacher received a 
letter from former pupil F. Bond, who wrote from the 
trenches: “We are on the alert during the night.  On the 
order ‘Stand to Arms’ each man jumps to his post with 
his rifle.  Sentries keep watch on the enemy trenches 
by peering through periscopes.   During the day we 
clean our rifles for inspection, light camp fires to fry 
bacon and make tea, and hope to get a few hours’ 
sleep between further turns on sentry duty”.

•	 In January 1917 Mr Abel reported on the school’s first 
fatality: “Stanley Gordon Buckingham, lately a student 
at the school, has been killed in action in France on 

29th December”.  He was 19 years old.  Six months 
earlier he had been a prefet and “the most brilliant boy 
scholar at the Grammar School”.

•	 Another old boy, John Harley Brindley from Rumsam, 
was awarded the Military Cross.  He became a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery, serving  in 
France and then Italy.  Military records show that he 
won his M.C. for: “Conspicuous gallantry and devotion 
to duty.  Under an intense hostile bombardment of 
his battery he displayed the greatest promptness and 
magnificent disregard for danger in attending to the 
wounded and, working energetically to extinguish a 
fire which had broken out, he saved the ammunition 
which was starting to explode.  His gallant action 
undoubtedly saved great loss of life and material”.

•	 The Old Boys’ Association commissioned a wooden 
memorial board with the names of the fallen and 
began raising funds to build a Memorial Cricket 
Pavilion in honour of the seven keen sportsmen who 
had given their lives.  A funding target of £400 was 
set, to be achieved by jumble sales and fund-raising 
concerts.  The pavilion was formally opened in May 
1922 and still stands in regular use at the school today.  
Not long after that, this Barnstaple War Memorial was 
unveiled in Rock Park. It carries the names of all 227 
local men who paid the ultimate sacrifice.  In what 
came to be called ‘The Great War’ nine million Britons 
had been mobilised and three quarters of a million of 
them died.

Ellen Napier – Head Girl
•	 44 ex-pupils from Park School, then the Grammar 

School, lost their lives in the Second World War.

•	 Amongst them were:-
	 Kenneth Adams in Burma
	 Kenneth Ayres over Denmark
	 Reginald Berry over Holland
	 Edward Bowden in Malaya
	 Roy Bradford in the days after ‘D’ day
	 Anthony Brindley over Germany
	 P Collins in HMS Hood whilst fighting the Bismark
	 John Godfrey at Anzio
	 Norris Heppenstall at Okinawa
	 John Mortimer at El Alamein
	 William Sluman near Rome
	 F Tolley in Thailand
	 Ronald Tucker in Normandy
	 Eric Williamson on the Rhine

•	 Many died far from home of illness or by accident 
and we remember them all here in Barnstaple this 
morning.

•	 Many young people from all of our schools are serving 
in the armed forces around the world today: may they 
remain safe as they serve their Country on behalf of us 
all.

•	 As we wear our poppies today and support the 
essential work of the Royal British Legion, we pay our 
tribute to all who serve and to those who work to help 
and support them and their families.

•	 Our sincere thanks and gratitude to them all.

Ellen Narier and Wren Frost



7. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

2014 sees the centenary of the beginning of the First World 
War and we shall be participating in visits to both France 
and Belgium.

Cross Country - Stephens 
Shield Winners
49 students took part in the annual Stephens Shield Cross 
Country competition. We took students from year 7 to 10. 
Although muddy underfoot, the sun had decided to make 
a surprise appearance as the runners took to the course. 
The Stephens Shield has a long history and, whilst we have 
come close, we have never won. That changed this year as 
The Park Community School became the 2013 Stephens 
Shield Winners!

There were some outstanding individual runs from Alex 
Walker (Year 7), Martika Gallagher (Year 10), Callum 
Choules (Year 9) & Kyle Darragh (Year 9), but all the runners 
involved should be proud of themselves for an exceptional 
team effort. 

Well done to you all! A big thank you to Mr Blanchard, Miss 
Cording and Mrs Paddon for all of their help.

Climbing
Well done to our 7 climbers Tommy Tanner (Year 11), 
brother, Jack Tanner (Year 9), Callum Platt (Year 11), Lana 
Bailey (Year 10), Maia Dart (Year 9), Will Jenkins (Year 9) 
and Kate Maddocks (Year 8) in the Park School team to 
represent us at the inter schools climbing competition held 
at Rock & Rapid in South Molton. 

Kate Maddocks and Jack Tanner achieved 3rd place in their 
category and Maia Dart (pictured) won her category. Well 
done to you all!

Football
Both Years 8 and 9 reached the North Devon Semi-Finals 
this term.  Year 9’s lost to Braunton.  Year 8’s beat Braunton 
2-1 and went on to play Pilton in the Final.  In a fantastic 
game they narrowly lost 4-3 after extra time.  They were 
leading 3-2 up until the final two minutes when Pilton 
scored direct from a free kick.  The whole squad played 
really well. 

Netball
Well done to the Year 9 Netball team who took part in the 
U14 North Devon Netball tournament.  They played very 
well and narrowly missed going through to the Semi Finals.  
Better luck next year.

Well done also to the Year 11 Netball team who took part 
in the U16 North Devon Netball tournament.   The standard 
of play was excellent and they lost only one game, but 
unfortunately missed going on to the Semi Finals by one 
goal.

North Devon Netball League Results
Year 8	 Won 3 matches, drew 1 and only lost 1.

Year 9	 Remain unbeaten by any other North Devon 
Secondary School.  Well Done!

Year 10	 Won 4 matches, and lost 1 by only 1 goal.

Year 11	 Have played their very last game and should be 
very proud that they only lost 1 game.

Our Sports Presentation 
Evening
Over 2 evenings we celebrated the best of our sport.  Each 
year group paid tribute to every sport that we offer, with 
Awards for The Most Improved Performer, Players’ Player 
of the Year and Player of the Year.  With special guest 
appearances from Kevin Squires, Barnstaple Rugby Club 1st 
team coach and Denise Austen our Volleyball coach who 
has achieved International success both as a player and 
coach, the evenings consisted of the captains of each team 
giving their ‘Captain’s Speech’ - a review of the season and 
awarding the Players’ Player award, a special award that is 
voted by their team.

The grand finale were the ‘Ultimate’ awards,  voted by the PE 
staff (with heated debates!) to establish the boy and  girl in 
the year group who has contributed the most to the School 
through sport, followed by the ‘Ultimate Team of the Year’ 
Awards in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10.

Both evenings were a fantastic experience and it was an 
honour to be there. 

Ultimate Performer Of The Year
Yr 7 Ultimate Boy:  Toby Maxwell
Yr 7 Ultimate Girl:  Olivia Sayer 
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Y8 Ultimate Boy: Jacob Glover
Y8 Ultimate Girl:  Rhyan Silvester	

Y9 Ultimate Girl:  Martika Gallagher	
Y9 Ultimate Boy:  Joe Sherbourne

Y10 Ultimate Girl: Lucy Gill
Y10 Ultimate Boy: Harry Bayliss

The Ultimate Girls and Boys 
Teams Of The Year
Year 8 Rugby Team of theYear 
Alfie May Reece Gubbin
Dominic Robson Flynn Elworthy
Daniel Cattermole Bryn-Lee Hill
Jack Rice Stan Wilkes
Jack Marelli Oliver Mutton-Sturm
Oliver Mackenzie Zak Karslake

Jake Williams Bradley Phillips
Finley Dart Josh Stanhope
Connor Robson Evan Rouse
Angus Napier Morgan Evans
Miles Macree Dominic Ridd

Yr 9 & 10 Volleyball Team of theYear
Niamh Marshall Sophie Watts
Chloe Sloman Helen Farr

Year 8 Rounders Team of theYear
Daisy Totterdell Chloe Cooper
Sian Beasant Nicola Dunkin
Phoebe Oreshko Maia Dart
Ella Gill Hannah Slade
Rebecca Way Sarah Williams
Ellie Kent Beth Roberts
Poppy Slattery
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Year 9 Athletics Team of theYear
James Bellew Joe Sherorne
Kieran Bidwell Charlie Holm
Matt Binmore Brad Fuller
Kai Hollingsworth Alex Peters
Jake Holding Will Alchorn
Josh Hill Aaron Moore
Will Bray

I hope to Study Medicine
As part of their Careers Programme in school, ten Year 11 
students attended a ‘Careers in Medicine’ event at NDDH.  
A series of lectures was given, ranging from “Applying to 
Medical School”, what is it like to be a Medical Student right 
through to presentations from top consultants in vascular 
and rheumatology medicine.  It was another excellent 
and informative trip, giving students lots to think about:  
Ryleigh said that “…it was really useful to find out how each 
medical school looks for different things when you apply.  
It made me realise that it wasn’t all based on grades” and 
Megan… “enjoyed the afternoon as I learnt something new 
and relevant in each lecture.  I particularly thought that 
the university lecturer from Bristol and Peninsula were the 
most useful as they gave me an insight into the applications 
process”. 

Student Investor Challenge
12 teams of 4 students have signed up to play the Student 
Investor Challenge at www.studentinvestor.org. Over 8000 
teams across the country have entered the competition so 

far. 4 of our teams are currently in the top 1000. Rod McKee, 
Vice Principal of IFS University College, visited the school on 
14 November to explain to students how the competition 
works and to give some trading tips.

The competition is open to students aged 14 – 19 who are 
given £100,000 to invest on the stock market. The Student 
Investor Challenge is the most realistic share dealing 
competition and is very popular nationally. Contact Mrs 
Thomas for more details.

A Fabulous Evening With 
Johnny Ball
A fascinating, fun and, above all, highly educational evening 
was spent with Johnny Ball at the Park Community School.  
The famous mathematician, scientist, comedian and 
“Strictly” T.V. personality went down a “Wow” with young 
and old alike.

Johnny provided the packed School Hall with a mine of 
amazing mathematical facts and figures whilst inspiring 
everyone to continue with their learning throughout their 
lives.

As the first of the school’s “Inspire to Aspire” evenings, it was 
the perfect way to launch this year’s programme.

 

Johnny Ball with Sue Edmonds, Head of Careers and David Atton, 
Headteacher
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You Can Count 
on Maths!
Maths Puzzle of the 
Week
Many of our students have been 
busy taking part in our weekly 
Maths Puzzle Competition.  
Every week a winner is chosen 
at random from the best entries.  
The winners so far have been:  Molly Grant, Molly Mellett, 
Caitlin Curtis, Chloe Bousted, Tilly Scotthorne (all in Year 
7), Adam Davies (Year 8), Will McLaughlin and Tahmid 
Chowdhury (Year 9).

Well done to everyone who has entered so far.  The Maths 
Puzzle of the Week can be found on the VLE in the Maths 
Section.  Here is an additional Christmas Puzzle for all you 
keen puzzlers to do. 

 

The Maths Club for Year 6 Gifted and Talented students 
has started again this term.  A group of pupils from our 
partner primary schools visit Park School on Wednesday 
afternoons to do some fun and challenging Maths activities.  
The Club will run weekly until May half term.  

Happy Puzzle Day will be held on 27th February 2014.  We 
will again be inviting all Year 5 students from our 9 partner 
primary schools to attend.  The students will experience 
various Maths and Technology activities as well as a 
session taking part in the activities provided by the Happy 
Puzzle Company.  At break and lunch they can enjoy 
entertainment provided by our P.E. and Music departments!

Computer Programming!
Students at The Park Community School have received 
a number of free Raspberry Pi computers from the joint 
project led by Google and the OCR Exam Board to help with 
their studies.

The Raspberry Pi is a small credit card sized computer that 
has been developed by a British manufacturer in order to 
revitalise programming in the UK. 

The computer is a low cost (£25) circuit board that allows 
students to download an operating system and learn to 
code with programs such as ‘scratch’ and ‘python’.

Life in the Art Department 
London Evening 
Year 10 students and parents were invited to an evening 
to promote this year’s Expressive Arts Trip to London. This 
three day trip for the music and drama students includes a 
visit to two West End shows, a visit to The National Portrait 
Gallery, V&A Museum, National Theatre and The O2. We 
also include a photo opportunity in Trafalgar Square and 
shopping and street theatre in Covent Garden.

Last year’s students were invited to give their perspective 
on the trip including how the trip inspired their work in Year 
11. Our present Year 11 students also attended a twilight art 
session to produce some London inspired paintings for the 
event.
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The Annual Boston Tea Party Art 
Exhibition
For the third year, art work by students from all year groups 
will be on display at this popular café. The private view will 
be by invitation only on the Thursday 5th December. All 
exhibitors and performers will have a chance to invite their 
families along on the opening night.  However the show will 
be up for two months over the Christmas period for all to 
view. The café is open during the late night shopping period 
too, so please pop in for a look and a piece of cake!

The music department will provide some fabulous 
background tunes!   

The Gazette Christmas Card Design 
Competition
Students in Year 7 and 8 were invited to take part in a 
Christmas card competition. Hand drawn submissions 
were by Niha Arain (Yr 8), Zoe Fletcher, Sophie Hingston 
and Chloe Bousted (all in Year 7). The digital art images 
were designed by Lucy Rance, Yr 7 (Father Christmas in his 
Sleigh) and Samantha Foster Yr 8 (Barnstaple Bridge). These 
images were completed during an art ICT workshop in 
school. The winning entries by Zoe and Niha will have their 
card design circulated to the Prime Minister and The Queen.  
Both finalists had their photographs taken with M.P. Nick 
Harvey at the end of November.
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Life in English 
Accelerated Reader
New for this school year, the English department have 
just launched the Accelerated Reader programme for 
year 7. Accelerated Reader is computer software that 
tracks pupils’ reading progress through online quizzes; 
the software guides pupils to particular books and then 
tracks their reading progress.  All of year 7 are taking part 

in the programme and all quiz points count towards both a 
teaching group league and individual prizes. 

Top current leader board are 7I with 7S in second place 
and 7E in third. Our current individual winner is Joanne 
Roper with 498 points, followed by Ellie Baker (342 points) 
and Kiara Clarke (153 points). Scores will be updated on 
a fortnightly basis. For more information on Accelerated 
Reader please see the VLE or speak to Mr Polak.

Yr 8 Robot Project
This term marked the annual year 8 Robot Project in the 
English department. As part of a short story project, pupils 
are required to design and make their own robot to use 
as a character in their own story. This year the standard of 
robot was particularly impressive and many can be seen on 
display in the English Department. 

All KS3 English project homework is now set on the VLE in 
the English folder. Follow the Key Stage Three Units of Work 
pathway and select by year group.

Young Chef 2013-14!

This year Park School opened the Young Chef competition 
to year 9, 10 and 11 students. The competition was of a 
high standard. The winner Tahsina Choudhary made a 
delicious Chicken Curry and the runner up, Sarah Williams, 
impressed with her Chicken in Brandy served with mustard 
mash and green beans.

Tahsina Chowdhury 11GR
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Both girls represented the school in the North Devon finals 
in November in a competition which was closely contested.  
Well done to Tahsina who achieved third place and included 
some amazing piping of chocolate in her trio of desserts.

Let the Music Play On!
Christmas Concert 2013
The Christmas Concert this year is entitled ‘The Park School 
Christmas Carol’. Similar to last year, some drama will be 
included with a story loosely based on the Dickens’ novel ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. 

This year Des Miles will be bringing his full Guitar ensemble 
(pictured) for a special anniversary performance that will 
open the concert. We look forward to this very much.

A short fun movie-style trailer for the concert can be seen 
on the VLE.  Follow the link from the homepage.

The concert will take place on the 18th and 19th 
of December from 7:30 in the School Hall.  Festive 
refreshments will be served at the interval along with the 
obligatory raffle! 

Tickets will go on sale from Monday 9th December and will 
be available from pupil reception. £4 adults  £2 children.  
Get them early to avoid disappointment!

The Park Community School of Rock !
The Park Community School of Rock goes from strength to 
strength with Rob Swan (pictured) working with students 
after school on Tuesday evenings.  If your son/daughter 
would like to get involved then they should see Mr Street to 

sign up.  Bands are always looking for new musicians so the 
best thing to do is just turn up!

Next term we will be submitting entries for the annual 
‘Routes into Languages’ song writing competition. So all 
songwriters should head for the languages department 
for help with writing in another language or translating 
any songs they have already written.  Park School have 
been runners up and overall winners of the competition in 
previous years!  

Park is a Roland Champion School 
Roland Champion Schools:  Benefit for Staff, Parents and 
Students
As you may know, The Park Community School has been 
designated as a Roland Champion School (RCS) for 2013/14.  
Roland UK is one of the country’s leading manufacturers of 
music and video technologies.  As a RCS, we are able to pass 
on the preferential pricing for any items from the Roland 
range of music, audio and video products to staff, parents 
and students at our school.  These include digital pianos, 
electric drum kits, numerous amplifiers, synthesisers, the 
full range of Boss guitar effects and much more besides.  
For full details of the Roland product range please visit 
their websites at: www.roland.co.uk and http://www.
rolandsystemgroup.co.uk.

UCan Play manages the Roland Champion School initiative 
on behalf of Roland UK.  The Managing Director of UCan 
Play is Dr Jonathan Savage.  He would welcome your 
enquiries and will be able to give you formal quotations for 
any items you may wish to purchase.  All items purchased 
will be shipped to you from Roland UK and will include a full 
three-year manufacturer warranty.

Jonathan can be contacted on jonathan@ucan.tv or on 
07825 522104. To access the preferential pricing associated 
with our RCS Status, which is well below retail pricing, 
he will need to know your child’s name and school prior 
to the issue of formal quotations for any music or other 
technologies.  Jonathan will be able to answer any further 
questions you have about the initiative. 

News From The Library
Golden Ticket Event
Back by popular demand after Christmas, wrapped books 
will be available to borrow from the Library – you may get 
to read something you wouldn’t normally borrow! Submit 

Sarah Williams  9AD
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a review and get a bookmark. If you find one of the Golden 
Tickets, claim your £5 Book Token from the Librarian.

Student Librarians
Our Student Librarian team now includes new members 
Ionia Green 8LC, Tom Cockell 7AB, Harriot Day 9PR and 
Joanne Roper 7DA. Welcome! 

Book Buzz
Once again, all Year 7s were able to choose a free book 
from a selection provided by Booktrust, an independent 
charity dedicated to encouraging people of all ages and 
cultures to engage with books.  Booked Up’s goal is to 
encourage reading for pleasure and independent choice. 
Year 7 students chose their free book from a list of specially 
selected titles. This year the school is contributing towards 
the cost of the scheme. 

Children In Need 
A sale of 2nd hand books raised £9.60 for Children In Need. 
Thanks to everyone who took part.

Kids’ Lit Quiz
Two teams of 4 students took part in this year’s preliminary 
round of The Kids’ Lit Quiz, an annual quiz for students 
from Year 7 and 8 who are asked to answer 100 questions 
on children’s literature divided into ten categories, which 
vary each year. Teams work collaboratively to answer each 
question put to them by the New Zealand Quizmaster 
Wayne Mills. Results and team members will be announced 
in the next Newsletter.

Appledore Book Festival 
As part of the local Appledore Book Festival Kit Berry visited 
Park School to talk to our students, Kit held a workshop 
for a group of students, she talked about her books and 
explained what it is like to be an author.  Kit gave the 
students many tips on how to write a novel and answered 
their questions about a writing career.  The class of Year 
8 students were very enthusiastic, and at the end of the 
lesson Kit complemented the class by saying “You are the 
best class of students I have ever talked to, you are all so 
interested and ask lots of questions and have given lots of 
input today”.  Kit then signed her book for the students who 
wished to purchase her first novel.

Jamie Thomson also visited to work with our year 8 and 
year 9 students.

One quote from a Yr8 student was “The best lesson ever!”

Jamie Thomson is a British writer, editor and game 
developer and winner of the Roald Dahl Funny Prize 2012 
for “Dark Lord: The Teenage Years”.

Paul Dowswell visited Park School to talk to our students 
and held a writing workshop for a small group of students, 
inspiring them to write a piece of work about what is felt 
like to be a soldier in WWI who was about to leave the 
trenches.

 A writer of historical fiction, “Auslander” about a teenager 
in wartime Berlin, “Eleven Eleven”- the last days of WWI, 
“Sektion 20”- teenagers in Cold War Berlin and “Cabinet of 
Curiosities”- set in Renaissance Prague, to name but a few, 
he has written over 60 books. Paul has worked in publishing 
for over 25 years, including Time-Life, BBC Books, Science 
Museum and national Sound Archive.

Tutor group 7A with their free Book Buzz
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The World of Geography! 
Year 8 Environmental Olympiad 
2013
In the summer term, Year 8 once again took part in this 
annual event. In teams, students investigated local issues, 
focussing on Lundy Island, the Atlantic Array and Coastal 
development, before presenting their findings. The winning 
team from each class then competed in the school final in 
front of judges in an attempt to win a digital camera each. 
As ever, the standard was incredibly high, and all students 
should be congratulated on their efforts. This year’s winners 
were from teaching group ‘A’ – Lily Dunkley (9JS), Beatrice 
Isaac ((PH) and Sophie Hulland (9JS). Very well done!

Year 9 Rivers Fieldwork
At the beginning of October, the whole of year 9 took 
part in fieldwork following the River Lyn from source to 
mouth. The fieldwork gave the 
students the opportunity to see 
the processes and landforms they 
had been learning about in class, 
and provided them with first hand 
knowledge of the impacts of the 
1952 flood which was then used in 
the assessment they completed at 
the end of October. Once again we 
were fairly lucky with the weather, 
and a good week was had by all!

Year 11 Fieldwork to Westward Ho!
At the beginning of this term, Year 11 students participated 
in a day of fieldwork to collect data for their Geography 
controlled assessment, worth 15% of their GCSE grade. 
They worked hard, and have now completed the piece of 
work that was based on their data. We also all enjoyed the 
Hockings ice cream!

Olympiad runners up with Mr Atton. Ben Lovett 9GA, Ben Hyde 9CL, Jack 
Huved 9CL, Finlay Lloyd 9AD.

Olympiad winners Beatrice Isaac 9PH and Lily Dunkley 9JS being 
presented with their prizes by Mr Atton. Sophie Hulland 9JS was in 
France.

Oliver Walton 9TC at Watersmeet

Learning about different methods of erosion and transport

Bailey Dellaway 9TC studying river features at Watersmeet

Panorama of the whole group looking for evidence of Long shore drift on the wave cut platform in front of 
Nassau Court
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Year 10 Kashmir Presentation
At the end of September, Major Arthur Norman-Walker 
visited the school to talk to Year 10 students about the 2005 
Kashmir Earthquake. His presentation focusses upon the 
response after the earthquake and the involvement of the 
engineer squadron based at Chivenor. It provides students 
with a valuable insight into how international organisations 
respond to disasters and provides an excellent case study 
for exam preparation.

Coming Soon…
In December Year 10 GCSE students will have undertaken 
their first field trip of the course, with the focus being on 
Population and Rural Settlements. As this takes place after 
‘going to print’, details and photos will follow in the next 
Park News!

In February there will be an opportunity for Gifted and 
Talented Geographers in Year 8 to undertake a visit to 
extend their curriculum – further details to follow soon!

Living History
Congratulations to the Outstanding History Students 
awarded book vouchers:  

Year 9	 Year 10	 Year 11

Alice Charmings	 Tilly Porter	 Fern Clark	
Alison Bell	 Sarah Cousins
Finlay Dart
Ellie Finlinson

Year 9 students produced wonderful Titanic brochures 
and Year 8 researched the reasons behind each of Henry 
VIII’s marriages and the subsequent fate of his six wives!  
Year 7 have been researching famous events which have 
happened on the day of their birthday throughout history. 

Gifted and Talented students in Years 7, 8 and 9 attended 
sessions after school to study historical mysteries including 
the moon Landings and the Murder of the Princes in the 
Tower!

A hundred Year 9 students will visit the London Dungeon 
and the Jewish Museum in London in January 2014. 

Geography and History Trip to 	
Italy, 2013
Ms Hall Tomkin, Mrs Goodman and Mr Cuthbertson took 
21 Year 10 and 11 students to the Sorrento area of Italy for 
4 days. It was a busy few days, visiting the Solfatara hot 
springs, climbing to the top of Mount Vesuvius, touring the 
ruins of Pompeii, catching a ferry to the island of Capri and 
having a go at making our own ice cream! We managed 
to catch Italy in a heat wave, with temperatures hitting 40 
degrees on the day we went to Pompeii.  However it was a 
fantastic trip, and a great time was had by all! 

Working in groups, students were measuring the shape of the pebble 
ridge to enable them to compare it with previous years. This allowed 
investigation of the changes in the processes and landforms at 	
Westward Ho!
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Following this very successful joint Geography and 
History trip, we are planning to go again in 2015. See Mrs 
Goodman or Mrs Hall Tomkin for more information.

Details on the 2015 trip will be available soon!

It’s Science!
Earlier this term 7P were set the task of making model 
cells as their Science homework. Science teachers have 
been setting this homework for some time as part of the 
assessment for the topic of Cells, but in Mr Hall’s opinion 
this is the best that he has ever seen, both in terms of the 
class as a whole and as individuals! Several pupils decided 
that the best way to represent their specialised cells was as 
cakes; assessing homework has never been so easy. 

Ken Garland – 68 Years On!
This term we had contact from ex-Grammar School pupil 
Ken Garland, educated here between 1939 and 1945!  Now 
a renowned graphic artist, he is still working and kindly sent 
us two of his recently published books.

He wrote of a day he remembers nearly 70 years ago 
involving Art teacher Allan ‘Snooker’ Smith:

“During World War 2, I was a grammar school boy in North 
Devon. Most of my school fellows thought only of playing 
rugger and becoming fighter pilots, if only the war lasted 
long enough. They didn’t have much time for our Art 
Master, ‘Snooker’ Smith, a tubby, perpetually dishevelled 

Pictured holding their models are Thomas Batchelor (7KV) and Molly 
Mellett (7VN)

This magnificent cake was made by Jack Ferguson (7AV)
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person with a strong Yorkshire accent which sounded to us 
as though he was from another country altogether!

I had a certain facility at drawing (mostly of Spitfires and 
Hurricanes in deadly combat with Messerschmitts) that had 
registered with Snooker, always on the lookout for potential 
artists. He didn’t approve of my limited subject matter or 
of my unforthcoming personality - I was a rebellious, sulky 
little person then - but I was his only hope among a bunch 
of philistines. He would pay particular attention to me 
in class, to inculcate, for example, the basic principles of 
perspective drawing: 

‘Never forget, Garland, ‘tis oop to’t right an oop to’t left, or 
down to’t right and down to’t left; nowt else to it, see? Good 
lad.’

One morning in October when the sun lay low but sparkling 
bright (to me Autumn was the best season on the North 
Devon coast, the summer being often shrouded in mist 
or drizzle), Snooker arrived at class with a beaming smile, 
clutching a paper bag with great care. He laid it gently on 
his desk and said to us, ‘Lads, there’s soom reet treasures 
here. Take a luke at these beauties. Nature at its glorious 
best!’

He reached into his bag and drew out a few dead leaves, 
holding them up for our inspection. He twiddled them 
round between finger and thumb. As he did so a sunbeam 
shone through the classroom window as if by order, and 
pitched on the green, red and gold of the leaves. They 
gleamed magically ‘Garland,’ said Snooker, ‘take these round 
t’class.’ Oh God, the embarrassment! Everyone was looking 
at me, smirking. Snooker’s pet, they were thinking. But 
as soon as he handed me the leaves I forgot about that. I 
felt as though I had never looked at fallen leaves before. 
There were some 20 or 30 of them in his bag, each one 
different from its fellows. Soon I no longer cared about the 
smirks and mutterings of my class mates. I was even proud 
to be the Holder of the Leaves and must have conveyed 
something of the solemnity of my task. 

When one member of the class handled a leaf roughly, 
causing it to crumble in his hand, I frowned so expressively 
that he even murmured an apology - which, being the class 
bully, he wasn’t used to doing.

So the showing of the autumn leaves became a sort of 
ceremony, brief though it was and soon forgotten. Except, it 
seems by me; for here I am after all these years, telling you 
about it; and more than that, I am in the process of putting 
together a little book of my photographs entitled ‘A close 
look at fallen leaves’ “.

Mr Blincow Working with 
Primary Schools
Our Lady’s – Year 5 Have been designing and making 
bridge structures out of drinking straws, masking tape and 
string. The most successful structure withstood a force of 20 
Newtons! 

Newport – Year 5 Have designed a range of boxes in 
which they will place some chocolates to be sold at their 
Christmas Market.  They firstly modelled their ideas for the 

nets on paper and then card. They then used 2D Design 
CAD software to create an accurate net drawing.  The best 
designs were selected and modelled using the Craft Robo 
CAM cutter.  The final nets were batch produced using the 
CAM cutter.   

Mrs Heale joined Mr Blincow to work with Newport pupils 
during their Science and Technology week based on the 
Super Hero theme, 

Year 4 designed letters and images that might appear on 
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the front of a Super Hero’s vest or garment. The pupils then 
visited the Park School Textiles department to cut and 
applique their designs using various materials. 

Mr Blincow worked with Year 5 testing and experimenting 
with a range of Textiles to try to establish which materials 
would be the most suitable for various Super Heroes to 
wear when ‘saving the world’ from a whole range of evil 
beings!!

Forches - Year 2 – Have been exploring and making 
electrical circuits using switches, batteries, buzzers LEDs and 
Lamps. They have used the circuits to help them understand 
about battery power and how some components need to 
be ‘wired up’ the correct way to make them work.

They have also designed greetings cards for Christmas 
using Craft Robo CAD software and the Craft Robo CAM 
cutter.

Holywell – Years 4, 5 and 6 Have been designing and 
making bridge structures out of drinking straws, masking 
tape and string. The most successful structure withstood 
a force of 14 Newtons.  They have also designed greetings 
cards for Christmas using Craft Robo CAD software and the 
Craft Robo CAM cutter.

Holywell - Years 2, 3 and 4 Have been working on their 
‘Romans’ topic.  They have been designing and making 
structures similar to the types Romans would have used 
to help project missiles.  The structures were made to help 
provide accurate and reliable firing.

A GOOD EDUCATION – What 
Do Young People Need In 
The 21st Century?
Which of these do you agree with?

•	 Young people are continuously connecting and multi-
tasking.  Digital technologies have created the biggest 
generation gap since rock and roll!

•	 Future challenges demand imagination, creativity 
and innovation.  Too often creative abilities are 
stifled.  We need not only to improve ‘the 3R’s but 
entrepreneurship, innovation and creativity.  

•	 The pace of change is quickening every day.  New 
technologies are transforming how we think, work, 
play and relate to each other.  The powerful interaction 
of these forces generates many of the challenges we 
face. 

•	 This revolutionises the nature of work and creates new 
types that rely upon specialist knowledge, creativity 
and innovation – making education a key factor for 
future success. 

•	 Conscientious young people are under greater 
pressure, needing to work harder, qualifications are 
worth less, and there are too few graduate jobs.  “They 
are under pressure not to appear under pressure”.

•	 It is impossible to predict the future with any certainty.  
Many of our ways of doing things are rooted in old 
ways looking backwards:  we need to look forwards, 
facing challenges with imagination, creativity and 
innovation. 

•	 All organisations are competing in a world in which 
the ability to innovate and adapt to change is a 
necessity. 

•	 We are living in times of revolution.  To survive and 
flourish we have to think differently about our abilities 
and make the best use of them.  To do so we need to 
run education in radically different ways. 

•	 Education is not a linear process of preparation for 
the future:  it is about cultivating the talents and 
sensibilities through which we can live our best lives in 
the present and create the best futures for us all. 

What do you think the Key Factors 
in whether a child thrives at school 
could be?
 We would all include	 Being safe
	 Healthy
	 Well fed
	 Good sleep

                                 And	 Independent
	 Curious
	 Taking responsibility
	 Enjoying themselves
	 Being happy
	 Having high self-esteem

All are important, but five key vital signs do indicate 
whether a child will thrive as a learner:-

1.	 ARTICULACY
	 The key to opening doors of literacy and numeracy:  

from birth, a child’s developing vocabulary really 
comes into play.

2.	 A WIDE GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
	 Children who succeed have a broad general 

knowledge:  it enables them to be more articulate, 
literate and numerate – and the confidence to engage 
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in friendships.  This develops through experience, 
conversation, reading and interests.

3.	 WIDE FRIENDSHIPS
	 Those who do well in school have wide friendship 

groups.

4.	 GETTING ON WITH TEACHERS
	 It is one of the arts of doing well at school.  The 

teacher is someone to get along with and work with.

5.	 MAKING A CONTRIBUTION TO THE SCHOOL
	 Children who contribute are more likely to do well.  

This might include teams, choirs, performances, 
residentials, visits, school councils, helping.

If children are to be enabled to lead informed and 
successful lives their schooling must prepare them for 
the challenges of the future, developing the skills and 
understanding that will see them flourish well into the 21st 
century.  

What do you think the Essential 
Qualities/Skills for Young People 
should be?

•	 Emotionally well grounded. 

•	 Self-motivated and responsible. 

•	 Able and confident communicators.

•	 Literate in word, number and ICT.

•	 Adaptable.

•	 Able to learn new things quickly. 

•	 Able to use new technologies. 

•	 Great team workers. 

•	 Creative innovators.

•	 Politically aware citizens. 

•	 Have a wide range of interests.

•	 Fit and healthy.

•	 Life skills are essential. 

When you reflect upon what you seek for your children, 
how can we all work together more effectively to achieve it 
for them?  
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The key is to bring everyone in the community together to 
safeguard and support the very best interests of all of our 
students and their education.

We have the freedom now to build upon our successful 
Ofsted Inspection and strong GCSE results to develop even 
higher quality.

Co-operative Trust Status enables and supports us all to 
improve the school and all that it is able to achieve for all 
young people.  Please join with us.  We all need you. 

Helping Others
30 Year 10 students have been twinned with Peer Mentors 
to work with Year 7 students.  They organise lunchtime 
activity sessions for them every Monday and Thursday in 
the Gym to help with transition into Park School, including 
finding your way around, joining clubs and advising with 
homework.  Our thanks to them all.

There are at least four areas to 
focus upon:- 

CONFIDENCE FOR SUCCESS
Without personal confidence many dare 
not cross the threshold and this is where life 
experiences - understanding etiquette and 
protocol - become important:

•	 Appropriate and inappropriate 
language (‘you know’, ‘like’, ‘innit’).

•	 Dress for formal occasions (e.g. 
interviews).

•	 The ability to hold 
a conversation, 
poise, posture, 
personal 
presentation.

•	 Building self-
image

A RANGE OF WORTHWHILE 
EXPERIENCES
Aspiration is highly influenced by the way we 

develop the confidence in young 
people to face new situations – 

culture, residentials, sport, the 
natural world, awareness of 

work and understanding 
the way the world 
functions. 

QUALIFICATIONS
Being well taught with good 
assessment along the way that will help 
them to grow as people, build self-discipline, 
skills and qualities such as problem-solving, 
adaptability, determination and resilience – 
all to promote aspiration. 

LEARN TO USE 
CONTACTS

How to build up networks both 
to enhance life and to benefit from. 

Who we 
think we 

are

What we 
do, where 

we go

Who we 
know and 

meetWhat we 
know
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Charity Collections
Our thanks to everyone who has helped and contributed.  

Mr Klingenstein received a letter of thanks from LEPRA for 
Chichester House raising £1,027.

It explains:  

“The sum raised means that your pupils have 
completely changed the lives of 41 people suffering 
from leprosy.  I really hope that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and had fun in the process.  On behalf of 
Lepra and all the people you will be helping, thank 
you very much.  I do realise that it is only through 
your hard work and the support and encouragement 
of all members of staff that we have had such a 
successful appeal, so please extend my thanks, once 
again, to everyone involved”.

Drake House raised £450 for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, who 
thanked them explaining:-

“Your ongoing support will help us to one day find a 
way to beat cystic fibrosis (CF) for good.  Our patient 
registry and research programme helps us develop 
treatments that limit the impact of cystic fibrosis.  We 
are committed to driving up standards of clinical care 
from birth to young adulthood and beyond.  With 
your support we can provide high quality, trusted 
information and advice, ensuring we assist those 
who need us the most”. 

Our Ladies in the Library 
and Children in Need
A total of £291.63 was raised by the ladies in the Library 
– Mrs Semmens, Mrs Windsor and Mrs Crompton – for 
Children in Need.  Our thanks to Mr Sloman for being 
Pudsey Bear for the day and thanks to everyone who 
bought our cakes!

Tutor Group 9PH encouraged students from all years to 
bring along bags of unwanted books, DVD’s, computer 
games and accessories for a Table Top Sale and Cake Sale 
fund raising event in October.  Their hard work raised £160 
for Children in Need.  Well done!

Tutor Group 7KV held a sweet sale to raise money for 
Children in Need.  Thank you to eveyone who donated 

sweets and to all those who bought them.  £77.50 was 
raised. 

Non uniform Day – On Friday 25th October raised a 
magnificent £1350 for the local Chemotherapy Unit.  Each 
Tutor group bought a brick to be displayed on the virtual 
wall and wrote individual messages of support on them.  

Shelterbox – One box (costing £590) has been purchased 
by students.  This was a voluntary donation made by 
students to help those caught up in the Philippines crisis.

Tutor Group 11GR/C – a cheque for £30 has been sent to 
The Devon Air Ambulance.

Drake House – have begun their ‘charity challenge’ with 
Tutor groups RP, SP, AB and DH raising £96.15 this term for 
House Charities.

Raleigh House has sent three cheques of £50 each to Save 
the Children, Cancer Research and Children’s Hospice 
South West.

Fortescue House - £50 has been donated to Care For Kids 
and £50 has been donated to the North Devon Hospice.

Kingsley House - £75 was donated to Care For Kids and 
£75 was donated to the North Devon Hospice.
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The Park Community Co-
operative Learning Trust
Our first meeting for the whole school community – 
students, staff, families and the wider community of the 
school – will take place on Wednesday 5th February 2014 
at the school.  (See details after Christmas on the school 
website and Parents’ Bulletin). It will enable everyone to 
have their voices heard as we plan the future wellbeing of 
the school. 

What does the School need to focus 
upon?

•	 We seek to work with our families and wider 
community to explore more thoroughly how we can 
help our students to secure happy and successful lives.    
Qualifications are vital, but not the whole story!

•	 The School needs to aim high for students in a moral 
and ethical sense, seeing the unfolding life of the 
school community as long-term development, both 
for today’s generation and those who will follow them.

•	 Genuine tailored learning needs to consider carefully 
and support young people’s potential, building upon 
personal strengths and tackling any weaknesses in all 
aspects of their development in order to help them to 
grow as genuinely rounded people.

•	 We must positively profile the true educational 
challenges facing our local community, explain them 
and how we can work together with everyone to 
tackle them. 

Please join with us to help all of our students. 

The Park Community 
School INSPIRE TO ASPIRE 
Events 2013-14
The Park Community School is proud to offer a series of fun 
and informative events, targeted at inspiring young people 
to achieve their full potential within both the academic 
and vocational fields.  All presentations will be interactive 
and engaging for the audience of young and old alike.  All 
are welcome to attend these events which will be held on 
Wednesday evenings from 7pm to 9pm. 

Date Event Theme

9/10/13 Johnny Ball Science and Maths

6/11/13 Petroc Construction and 
Engineering in the 21st 
Century

4/12/13 Simon Hall Working in the Media

22/1/14 Berwick Coates Writing your First Novel

19/3/14 Who has the Best 
Job?

Careers in the 21st 
Century

2/4/14 Petroc Criminal Scenes 
Investigation (C.S.I.)

Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS)
All of us will be aware that over the past few years 
there has been an enormous increase in the number of 
people convicted of offences against children, including 
inappropriate use of the internet.  People from all 
professions have been arrested and convicted, including 
a number of staff in the teaching profession across the 
United Kingdom, teachers in schools and those involved 
in private tuition.  We are concerned that, when seeking 
extra tuition for their children, parents may unwittingly 
choose an unsuitable person simply because her/
his credentials show her/him to be an ex-teacher (i.e. 
“a professional person who could not possible have 
committed such an offence”).  

The Local Authority advises that 
the following general advice is 
given to parents:
If you are seeking extra tuition for your children, it is 
safer to find the appropriate person through a private 
Tutoring Agency who should have carried out DBS 
checks on all their tutors.  Parents should ask to see the 
documentation.  If they make a direct approach to a 
private tutor, they should ask the person if they have 
requested their own standard personal DBS Check and, 
if so, ask to see their documentation.  It is important for 
parents to ensure that the document they are shown is 
the printed DBS Disclosure Certificate and that it is up to 
date. 

Pupils’ Names in the Newspaper 
and on the School Website
All schools and other organisations like to publicise 
their successes and achievements in the local press 
– and now on the Internet.  This invariably involves 
photographs of pupils giving their names.  Sadly, there 
has been some concern that this could, in extreme 
circumstances, cause some element of risk for personal 
security.  If you would rather your child’s success not be 
published with their name on a photo, please write and 
let me know.



24. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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It always amazes me just how 
much we all do and achieve in one 
term – and this one is no exception!  
My congratulations and thanks to 
everyone.  My very best wishes to 
you and your family for a peaceful 
Christmas and Happy New Year 
and my thanks also for your help 
and support over this very full and 
enjoyable term.

Next term begins at 8.50am on  
Tuesday 7th January 2014.

(Monday 6th January is a non-pupil  
staff development day, the school 
office is open)

David Atton Headteacher


