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Happy
Easter...

If we are lucky, Spring can be a lovely time of year. The
coldest, darkest months are hopefully past as the days
become longer and brighter. Daffodils, snowdrops and
tulips brighten verges and gardens and sometimes is
even warm enough to sit outside and take your coat off
for a while. Spring weather is often a mix of sunshine
and showers and a great time of year to be outside but don’t forget that umbrella!
If our luck holds, there is nothing quite like an English
summer either – balmy and peaceful – especially in
the countryside or by the seaside in this wonderful
part of the country. A time for picnics, long walks and
days spent in the sun. With summer sports, open air
concerts, fetes and festivals.
The English climate creates and preserves our green
and pleasant land. Let us hope that this Spring and
Summer the weather really lets us enjoy it and cheers
everyone up. We deserve it after all the cold.

1. Have a very Happy Easter with your family!

The BBC Broadcast From
Park!
With weeks of planning to the finest detail, late one
January afternoon, the BBC Outside Broadcast truck arrived
in school to begin the technical preparation of this live
programme. British Telecom had already provided the
links to broadcast back to Broadcasting House in London
and the School Hall became the Studio. It was fascinating

But not quite, we had experienced something special and
very enjoyable. Many in the local community have passed
on their congratulations and thanks for arranging a special
occasion for Barnstaple that they could all be a part of.
More notably, they made particular mention of the prefects
who helped on the night – they especially wanted me to
know how impressed they were by their smart appearance
and their friendly, confident welcome and help.
My thanks to them too and to everyone else who played
any part at all in a very worthwhile and enjoyable venture.
My initial invite to the BBC back in 2008 all happened one
snowy evening 5 years later!
David Atton, Headteacher

Celebration with the
School Governors
A Governors’ tea is held once a term for those students who
have received 500, 750 and 1000 Merits. The certificates
and badges are awarded to each student by the Chair of
Governors and the Head of House.
Jonathon Dimbleby

to work with the various BBC professionals to discover just
how the whole programme is brought together.
The audience had been allocated their tickets, the
producer was confident he was linked to London and, as
if by clockwork, the panel of national politicians and Chair
Jonathon Dimbleby arrived.
250 of us in the School Hall were prompted to listen to
the BBC Radio 4 8.00 o’clock news bulletin, followed by
the announcer in London saying “And now we go The Park
Community School in Barnstaple for the week’s addition of
“Any Questions” and our Chair Jonathan Dimbleby....”
For that hour the world had come to Park!

This term the certificates were presented by Mike Canham
- Chair of Governors and Martin Penny - Vice Chair of
Governors.
Congratulations to those pupils who joined us with their
families for tea and cake in the School Hall.

1000 Merits!

Emer O’Driscoll Paton (Year 11).

750 Merits

Year 11 – Katia Stone, Thalia Houle-Thorne, Charlotte Taylor,
Nicole Chadwick, Emma Coles, Joshua Nicholls, Will
Squire.
Year 10 – Megan Knock, Charlotte Jones, Eleanor Smith,
Abigail Harris, Isabel Hampton.
Year 8 – Tahmid Chowdhury.

500 Merits

Year 11 – Shannon Gabriel, Jade Masters, Saskia Beer, Robyn
Bunker, James Muddimer, Chloe Saunders, Jasmin
Urwick, Tyler Leworthy, Tilly De la Cour, Wesley McKenna,
Emily Reed, Kara Smith, Sam Huxtable, Jasmine Mayoh,
Jessica O’Leary Harris, Tom White, Ben Sherborne,
Harrison Mackenzie.

Panel members

It is seldom we are able to access this kind of opportunity
in North Devon and it was wonderful to be able to share it
with the local community.
Afterwards we met with the Chair and Panel members, all
very friendly and interesting to talk with.
And then they were gone. The technical team packed away
the microphones and yards of cable. All returned back to
normal.

Year 10 – Harvey Roberts, Luke Draper, Charlotte Hurved,
Hannah Mills, Charlie Williams, Danielle Scott, Rebecca
Stapleton, Chloe Macree, Lauren Beasant, Ellena Jones,
Grace Sanders, Charlotte Walford, Fern Clarke, Kacie
Phillips, Megan Bousted, Etta James, Brendan Moran,
Cameron Simpson, Lauren Slade, William Swales, Henry
Watkins, Tahsina Chowdhury, George Corfe, Thomas
Smyth, Bradley Black, Laura Ackland, Jack Parnell,
Benjamin Serle, Luke Daykin, Tamjid Quraishy, Owen
Thompson.

2. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Raleigh Award Winners with Mr Hampton and Mr Penny

Kingsley Award winners with Mr Carnall

Chichester Award Winners with Mrs Hevingham

Drake House Award Winners

Fortescue House award winners with Mr Sloman

Year 9 – Molly Barrett, Lucy Butcher, Helen Farr, Pia Gizzi,
Charlie Martin-Harrison, Hannah Coyle, Martha Cumiskey,
Abigail McLagan, Chloe Sloman, Jonathan Evans, Jacob
Kirk, Louis Seaber, Jordan Shurety, Harry Watt, Chloe
Murphy, Abby Deakin, Sophie Hawkins, Sophie Langford,
Rachel Coles, William Cooke, Eve Jones Dellaportas,
Nadine Tucker Jones, Millie Williams, Lana Bailey, Dean

Bennett, Niamh Hetfield, Kieran Parr, Henry Webber,
Georgina Huxtable, David Miller.
Year 8 – Mica Stone, Ella Gill, William Bird, Marta Macialek,
Sean Beasant, Alice Chamings, Kieran Smale, Bradley
Phillips, Liam Bailey, Emily Baker, Alison Bell, Jasmine
Wilson.

3. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

UKMT Intermediate Maths
Challenge

Year 9 pupil nominated for
the Dux Award Scheme

In this year’s National competition congratulations go to the
following students:

Well done to Tilly Porter who has been selected for this
year’s Dux Award and will visit one of the top Russell Group
Universities as part of the programme she has qualified for.

Year 9 Students

Silver Certificate – Benji Lahai-Taylor
Bronze Certificate – Luke Osborne

Year 10 Students

Silver Certificate – Holly Cawsey, Natalie Cockell, Alice Pocock
Bronze Certificate – James Cooper, Jack Hull, Meggie
Benbow, Brendan Moran, Jasmin Smale

Year 11 Students

Gold Certificate and Best In School – Will Squire

Tilly Porter

Charity Fashion Show

Will Squire

Silver Certificate – Tom Crook, Dean Bale, Megan Spearman,
David Dobbs, Michael Haycock, Joshua Sloman
Bronze Certificate – Megan Jones-Dellaportas, Chris Knight,
Leonie Lewis, Emer O’Driscoll Paton, Timon Hynes

Chandler Tregaskes Year 11 completed his work experience
at Clic Sargent during July 2012 and has never left. He
volunteers every Saturday and has been given his own
department and window displays to manage. Following
the success of his ‘Retro Rail’, he has been asked to arrange
a catwalk fashion show to be held at Pilton Community
College on Monday 11th March to raise funds for the
charity. Helping him will be Rivka Shaw, Peggy Leaver,
Jasmine Ivers, Maddie Lockett, Selena Young, Ella Townsend,
Emily Lloyd and Georgia Latham (all in Year 11) as his
models. Chandler has always had a keen interest in fashion
and design and has been accepted at the Plymouth College
of Art and Design, where he will study Fashion and Textiles
from September.

This is an outstanding achievement for each of them. Well
Done!

L TO R Ella, Maddy Lockett, Selena Young, Georgia Latham, Emily,
Chandler, Rivka Shaw, Jasmin Ivers, Peggy Leaver

Year 11 Students

Success at the North Devon
Performing Arts Festival

Congratulations to prize winners in Solo guitar at the North
Devon Performing Arts Festival during February.
Grade 2 – Rebecca Way (Year 8) 2nd place commended
Grade 3 – Ellen Napier (Year 10) 1st place commended
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Grade 4 & 5 – Oliver Kinsella (Year 9) 1st place commended,
Catherine Way (Year 9) 2nd place commended
In their London College of Music Classical Guitar
Examination students Oliver Kinsella (Year 9) achieved
Grade 5 (Distinction). Catherine Way (Year 11) achieved
Grade 5 (Merit) and Scott Wells (Year 9) achieved Grade 1
(Distinction)

Liam Bulled and Emily Price pictured with Carole Roberts

Annual Kids’ Literacy Quiz
L TO R Ellen Napier, Rebecca Way, Catherine Way, Oliver Kinsella

The 8 students from year 7 and 8 who represented our
school in this prestigious event came 8th and 10th out of
37. They each won a book and some won individual spot
prizes! Well done!

Musical Success for Myles Payne

Ex student Myles Payne

Classical guitarist Myles Payne, who left Year 11 in 2011, has
won a place at the prestigious Birmingham Conservatoire of
music to study for a music degree.
Myles 17, has achieved distinction in all of his guitar exams
including a 97% pass rate at grade 8 taken last summer. He
has been a member of the North Devon Guitar Ensemble for
the past seven years.

Rotary Youth Speaks Competition
2013

In this year’s Rotary Youth Speaks Competition, held at The
Park Hotel during January, we were very ably represented
by two teams. In the intermediate competition Lindel
Cumes (Chairperson), Isabelle Cousins (Speaker) and Kate
Boorman (Vote of Thanks ) spoke on the topic of “Cyber
Bullying”.

He will be studying under two world-class classical
guitarists, Mark Eden and Mark Ashford.
Very best wishes to him for a very successful and fulfilling
future in the music world!

Rotary/Future Chef competition

Congratulations to Year 11 pupils Emily Price and Liam
Bulled.
In January Emily Price and Liam Bulled won the area finals
of the Rotary/Future Chef competition. Carole Roberts from
the Barnstaple Rotary Club awarded them with personalised
chefs whites. Well done to them both.

L TO R Kate Boorman, Isabelle Cousins and Lindel Cumes

5. Pupils’ Successes & Achievements

Rugby Success
Matthew Morrish (Year 10) has been selected to play for
Devon rugby and along with Henry Watkins (Year 10)
has qualified for a place in the Exeter Chiefs Academy.
Congratulations to them both!
Nathaniel Bayet (Year 11) has been selected for a South West
England Rugby Trial.

Mila Muzzard-Clarke

L TO R Henry Watkins and Matthew Morrish

Holly Cawsey

Schools National Biathlon
Final
Hannah Gaunt (Year 11) has been selected for the English
Schools Cross Country Championships during March. She
has also qualified for the National Schools Biathlon Final
at Crystal Palace, after coming third in the Year 10-11 girls’
race at South West Schools Championships held at Millfield
School in Somerset. Congratulations and very best wishes
for a very successful and enjoyable time!

Rosie Place

Hannah Gaunt

L TO R Lindell Cumes, Councillor Mrs Lesley Brown and Kate Boorman

In the Senior Competition Mila Muzard-Clarke (Chairperson),
Rosie Place (Speaker) Holly Cawsey (and Vote Of Thanks)
spoke on the topic of “Homophobia”.
The standards are extremely high in this competition and it
is a wonderful achievement to be part of it and enjoy dinner
with the local Rotary Clubs!

Park Students Represent
Devon in the South West
Schools Cross Country
Championship
Park School students have continued with their success
in the Cross Country: Well done to all those runners who
qualified to represent Park School and North Devon in
the Devon Schools Cross Country. Hannah Gaunt (Year
11), Martika Gallagher (Year 9), Rhyan Silvester (Year 8),
Erin Silvester (Year 7) and Olivia Sayer (Year 7) then went
on to represent Devon in the South West Schools Cross
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L TO R Erin Silvester, Olivia Sayer, Hannah Gaunt, Martika Gallagher, Rhyan
Silvester

Country Championships – Well Done!! Hannah & Martika are
now going on to represent Devon at the English Schools
Championship - Good luck to you both!

Swimming Success
Katie Holland (Year 11) came 4th in the 200m fly in the
Devon Swimming Championships during March. Katie is
enjoying a very successful swimming career.

Interhouse Swimming Gala

This was held in January at the North Devon Leisure
Centre swimming pool. Unfortunately the Intermediate
competition (Year 10 and 11) could not be held due to the
Year 11 science exam. We still had some great swimming
races during the afternoon between the Year 7 and Juniors’
(Year 8 and 9) girls and boys. Well done to everyone.
Year

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Winner

Year 7 Girls

Drake

Kingsley

Chichester

Fortescue

Raleigh

Olivia Sayer

Year 7 Boys

Kingsley

Chichester

Fortescue

Drake

Raleigh

Zac Surridge

Junior Girls

Drake

Chichester

Kingsley

Raleigh

Fortescue

Faye Collins &
Rachel Coles

Junior Boys

Kingsley

Drake

Raleigh

Fortescue

Chichester

Matthew
Binmore &
David Miller

Athletics Success
Gareth Pike (Year 11) competed in the South West Indoor
Athletics Championships held in Cardiff during January and
won two gold medals in the U17 men’s 800 and 1500 metre
events.

Emily Bale

Success for Braunton
Target Shooting Club’s
Team Bale
Emily Bale (Year 9) has been invited to join the England
National Target Shooting Squad Academy for her shooting
performance at the recent Geoff Partridge Memorial Open
in Wolverhampton. Her success achieved First Place in the
Class C Open Air Rifle event.
Her sister, Pippa Bale (Year 10) won the Junior Air Pistol
Competition for the second year running and was Second in
the Open Class C Air Pistol.
Brother, Dean Bale (Year 11), finished Second in the Class B
Open Air Rifle and qualified for the Olympic Final. Well done
to the whole family!

Success In Football
Alex Byrne (Year 11) has received a YTS Contract with the
Exeter City Advanced Development Centre and will play
football for their Under-18’s and reserves, whilst attending
Exeter College. He is now coached by former Celtic Player,
Chris Morris and shows real potential for being the next
North Devon professional footballer!

ESFA Five-a-side Football Camp

The year 7 team won the North Devon competition in
December and represented the area in the South West finals
at Torbay in February. They performed really well against
some very strong teams, but unfortunately didn’t qualify for
the next stage.
Sophie Watts (Year 9) has been selected for the under 16
South West girls volleyball.

Gareth Pike

Gareth also enjoyed success at the Welsh Athletics Men’s
National Indoor Championships in Cardiff. He convincingly
beat his personal bests in both the 400m and 800m
events, coming 10th and 8th overall. This is a wonderful
achievement for a student of his age!
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KEEPING UP WITH THE
WORLD OF EDUCATION!
Something went badly wrong nationally with last summer’s
English GCSE results and up and down the land many
C-grade pupils were awarded D grades that they did not
deserve. This was unfair, according to the ruling handed
down during January at the High Court – but not illegal!
Throughout the debacle, exams watchdog Ofqual has lost
the confidence of schools. It has never acknowledged the
scale of the problem, claiming to have got it all slightly
wrong in the January 2012 exams and then to have applied
the correct standards in June. Schools that enter pupils for
exams only in the summer know that a much higher bar
was set than in previous years.

at least 40% rising to 45% of pupils in every school in the
land gain five A*-C GCSE’S including English and Maths.
Many schools have responded by working even harder
with pupils on the C-D borderline, delivering more teacher
time, support, encouragement and revision sessions to help
them reach their potential, working at the very limit of the
support they could offer these young people.
As a result, so many pupils had been awarded C grades in
January 2012 that by the time some pupils came to take the
exam last summer, it was clear to the Exam Boards that pass
rates were set to rise significantly in English. At this point,
as the correspondence shows, Ofqual instructed the exam
boards to lower the grades of pupils who sat the exam in
the summer in order to balance the books. And the Exam
Boards were obliged to comply, even when they believed
that pupils deserved their C grades.
Ofqual needs to identify clearly what a C grade represents
and ensure that any pupil who meets this standard is
awarded the grade they deserve, no matter which Exam
Board’s papers they take or when they sit them.
Above all, the DfE must stop facing both ways on standards.
On the one hand, the Department is committed to a
relentless and admirable drive for school improvement; on
the other, it is paranoid that any rise in overall pass rates
will be derided as so-called “grade inflation”. As schools do
improve and as pupils do achieve more in their education,
exam results will rise. We need a system that recognises
this, otherwise the unfairness and injustice of last summer
will be repeated again and again.
Across the land, schools are increasingly nervous to identify
what exactly is the appropriate judgement for each grade if
mathematics is applied to adjust boundaries in unexpected
ways long after the marking and moderation has taken
place!

Changes to GCSEs From
2012
The Schools White Paper ‘The importance of Teaching’,
reported that the Government was seeking the advice
of Ofqual, the independent qualifications regulator, on
changes ‘to restore confidence in GCSEs.’
These changes include a return to exams taken at the end
of the course and measures to improve the assessment of
spelling, punctuation and grammar.

End-of-course exams

For GCSE’s certificating from 2014, all external exams will
have to be taken at the end of the course.
Students will no longer be able to re-sit individual modules,
although they will be able to re-sit the whole GCSE.

Nationally schools are under tremendous pressure to
improve results from Ofsted’s new framework for Inspection
and from the Department for Education’s demand that

8. The World of Education

GCSE exams will take place in May/June. However there will
be an additional opportunity to take GCSEs in Mathematics,
English and English language in November because of the
importance of these subjects for entry to further education
and employment.

Controlled Assessments

Controlled assessments are internal assessments and not
part of the exam cycle, so the timing of these will not be
affected by the move to end-of-course exams. Students
who re-sit GCSEs do not need to redo their controlled
assessments, they can carry these forward.

Spelling, Punctuation And
Grammar

From January 2013 marks will be awarded for accurate
spelling, punctuation and use of grammar in external GCSE
exams in English literature, geography, history and religious
studies.

GCSE Reform From 2015
Mr Gove the Secretary of State has set out the Governments
policy on reforms to qualifications at the end of Key Stage 4.
• GCSEs will be comprehensively reformed, to ensure
that pupils have access to qualifications that set
expectations that match and exceed those in the
highest performing countries. The reformed GCSEs
will remain universal qualifications accessible to the
same proportions of pupils as currently sits GCSE
exams at the end of Key Stage 4.
• There will be an increase in the demand at the level
of what is widely considered to be a pass (currently
indicated by a grade C). At the top end they will
provide proper preparation for A level. This will be
achieved through a balance of more challenging
subject content and more rigorous assessment
structures.

The World of Geography!
Year 7 completed their map skills unit by producing 3D
contour models to show their understanding of how 3D
landscapes can be shown on a map. In this photo is the
model made by Will Pethick just one of many excellent
pieces of work.

Gifted And Talented Trip To
Paignton Zoo

45 Year 8 students took part in a Gifted and Talented trip
to Paignton Zoo on the 15th February. The trip provided
a great opportunity to extend the knowledge and
understanding of the issues facing Tropical Rainforests and
Habitats.
This Rhino horn, held by James Sahin (Year 8) is used to
highlight the problem of illegal hunting of rhino’s. The
horn is so valuable on the black market for use in Asian
medicines that this one would be worth about £400,000!!

Callum Choules (Year 8) volunteers to demonstrate the size
of a gorilla skull (Callum is the one on the right!)

The changes will apply to GCSEs in English language,
English literature, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology,
combined science (double award) history and geography
for first teaching from 2015. Changes to other subjects will
follow as soon as possible after that, with the aim that new
qualifications are in place for teaching from September
2016.
Given the potential risks of reforming the qualifications
market at the same time as fundamentally changing
qualifications, the government will not move to having
a single Examinations Board offering each subject at the
same time.

3D landscape model by Will Pethick
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Tahmid Chowdhury (Year 8) demonstrates the length of a
fully grown giraffe’s neck – this skin is from one of the zoo
animals that died of natural causes!

The whole of Year 8 will be participating in coastal studies
fieldwork at the end of April, with a day planned at Croyde
to investigate a range of coastal issues. Fingers crossed for
good weather!

of Surgeons). This complements their current study of
Surgery 1845-1918

Year 8 also have the Environmental Olympiad coming up
next term which is an excellent opportunity to investigate
environmental issues through group based research and
presentation work. Further details will follow in Geography
lessons.
Year 10 undertook the first fieldwork focus of their GCSE
course at the end of January, with visits to Dartington
Crystal and Atlantic Village. The focus was to investigate
different aspects of globalisation and its impact on the UK.
Their next fieldwork focus is in mid-May, to investigate local
flood management strategies.
Year 11 are starting to prepare for their final exam, which
is approaching rapidly. There are revision sessions every
Thursday lunchtime until the exam in June – the schedule
for these is displayed in rooms 61 and 63.

History Department
The History Department prides itself on providing creative
learning opportunities. Year 8 pupils have been busy
working on their Home Learning Task of designing potatoes
“in the style of Elizabeth I”! Next term, Year 7 will be
designing and icing gingerbread men to represent victims
of the Black Death!

Battlefields Tour 2014

Old Operating Theatre

Next Term

Year 8 will be visiting the SS Great Britain in Bristol and Year
7 will be enjoying a Medieval Day!

Language Department

Lilicos – Spanish Cuisine Experience

The Languages Department took three Year 10 Spanish
classes to Lilicos Tapas restaurant in Barnstaple to experience
Spanish culture and cuisine. They were able to taste a
variety of tapas dishes and learn more about the Spanish
way of life. This was part of their current ‘food, culture and
restaurant’ topic.

L TO R Tally Yelland, Josh Shepherd, Shama Goody

Next year the History Department will be running their
biennial trip to the WW1 Battlefields. All Year 8 pupils have
received a letter about this exciting and thought provoking
trip. Next year is the centenary of the outbreak of WW1 so it
will be an especially poignant trip.

Year 9 London Trip

Year 9 visited the Cabinet War Rooms and Jewish Museum
in London, where they were given a talk from a Holocaust
survivor, Harry Spiro. Our pupils were praised by both
establishments for their mature behaviour.

Year 10 London Trip

Year 10 pupils have just visited the Old Operating Theatre
and Hunterian Museum in London (part of the Royal College

10. School Life

L to R Lauren Slade, Holly Sherbourne, Elena Jones

Schools. There was a surprise visit from Olympic Diver Tom
Daley, who was also competing with his school Plymouth
College.

L TO R Miss Hanna, Charlotte Jones, Ellie Marquardt

Tom Daley

KS3: (a presentation on their family)

Hannah Atkinson (Year 7) Spanish – Awarded 2nd prize in
the near native category.
Max Kilham (Year 9) Spanish – awarded a certificate.
Tilly Porter (Year 9) French – Awarded 1st prize for KS3
Josh Shepherd

KS4: (a presentation on their holiday)

Jenny Proctor (Year 11) German - awarded a certificate.
Peggy Leaver (Year 11) French - awarded a certificate.

Design & Technology

L TO R Olivia Holman, Lotte Price

Cooking Lesson - Spanish Tortilla

Following her trip to Lilicos with her Spanish GCSE class,
Miss Hanna and Miss Keep organised a cooking lesson with
the help of Mrs Marlow. The students enjoyed working
together in small teams to make their first Spanish tortilla.
They had to follow a Spanish recipe and worked well in their
groups to make their delicious tortillas.
It has been wonderful for the students to have this
opportunity and a fun way to complete their current topic
of ‘restaurants, cooking and eating out’.
A huge thank you to Mrs Marlow for this opportunity and
for her help.

Modern Foreign Language
Speaking Competition

Miss Hanna took five Park students to Pilton Community
College on Friday 8th March to take part in a languages
speaking competition with other students from Devon
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Miss Elsaesser started a new club just before Christmas to
offer the Year 7s an extra insight into the creative world of
textiles. Students are learning new skills and techniques
to make fun textiles products for themselves and for
others. They have started by making simple festive projects
to designing and making their own unique Tote Bags
(pictured). They will now be creating some Ugly Monsters
before making their own soft toys!
The club is held each Tuesday from 3.30 – 5.00pm and all
Year 7s are welcome. If you are interested please see Miss
Elsaesser in room 10 or 11.

Life in the Art Department
Boston Tea Party Exhibition

This, now slightly smaller, exhibition is still running in the
upstairs gallery of The Boston Tea Party café. Art work from
all year groups are represented in the display.

Year 7 Art and Science Aquarium
Trip

49 students in Year 7 attended a fabulous day out at the
National Marine Aquarium on 26th February. Once again,
with their knowledge and skill our students impressed the
scientists and illustrators who work at the aquarium.
All students took part in both a science based tour, an art
related tour and a practical workshop in the afternoon. The
4D cinema experience was also a big hit! Well done to all of
those students who took part.

12. Life in the Art Department

During the Easter holidays, Year 10 and 11 Art students have
all been given the opportunity to work with staff and artists
associated with the National Portrait Gallery in London.
Students will attend some free taster sessions on the 2nd
and 3rd April. The courses are hosted by the Royal Albert
Memorial Museum in Exeter. We look forward to seeing their
results!

Year 8 Environment Art Project The Big Picture Art Project

A group of keen Year 8 artists have been invited to produce
four large jigsaw pieces which will be made from recycled
household waste. The images will be taken from a picture
and a poem that has been supplied by Brynsworthy
Environmental Centre. Other pieces of the jigsaw will be
made by other local schools which will complete the
finished mural at the Centre.

Pall Mall Galleries

Four Year 11 students will be submitting their art work
for an exhibition at London’s Pall Mall Galleries later on
this year. Peggy Leaver, Rivka Shaw, Emily Baglow and Jess
Palmer will be given the prestigious opportunity to exhibit
their work. They will find out if it has been selected in June.
Good luck!

13. Life in the Art Department

Art Enrichment Day

Several students from Petroc’s A’Level, Diploma and Art
Degree courses spent two days with us during February
working alongside our Year 10 art students. We set up
the Art Department to allow each of our students the
opportunity to work in a dark room using photograms,
produce some cast images using plaster and some
collograph prints. Career advice and guidance was available
with Pete Newell the Programme Manager at Petroc
on hand throughout the day. Some fabulous work was
produced for each of the students.

14. Life in the Art Department

Life In the Maths
Department

Raising Money for Kenya

Year 10 students Jack Goddard, Megan Bousted, Emily
Sanders and Chris Dunkin are raising money to go to Kenya
in 2014. They are holding car wash events at the Park and
Ride on various Saturdays, between 10am and 3pm. The car
wash event on 2nd March raised £120. Thank you to all who
supported the event, particularly Mr Bailey.
Future Car wash dates are planned for 18th May, 8th June,
29th June and 6th July. The cost is £5 car or £2 for windows
only!

KS3 Maths Challenge

Yoseph Eskander (Year 8), Bradley Phillips (Year 8), Tilly Porter
(Year 9) and Benjamin Lahai-Taylor (Year 9) attended a Maths
Challege on 7th March at Plymouth Guild Hall. It was a
team challenge over 4 different rounds with various types
of mental maths questions. They did very well by coming
7th out of 17 teams.

Life In The Learning
Resource Centre
Golden Ticket Event

Back by popular request, the Golden Ticket Event took
place in the libray during January and February. Wrapped
library books of differing levels of difficulty were available
to borrow – the idea being that students didn’t know what
they were getting! A completed review slip earned a choice
of bookmark and five lucky winners found “Golden Tickets”
hidden in the books. The winners were: Rebecca Casinelli
(Year 7), Ionia Green (Year 7), Dervla O’Driscoll-Paton (Year 8),
Erin-Mae Lyons (Year 7) and Katie McIntyre (Year 7) who each
got a Book Token.

L TO R Bradley Phillips, Yoseph Eskander and Benjamin Lahai-Taylor

Life In the English
Department
Warhorse Theatre Visit

The English department are very lucky to have secured
tickets for the critically acclaimed stage production of
Michael Morpurgo’s War Horse. The play is touring and will
be visiting Plymouth for one week in October. Our trip will
take place on October 13th and will be open to current year
7 students. Anyone interested should speak to their English
teacher or see Mr Ballantyne.

Tempest Theatre Visit

On Wednesday 13 March the English department took
60 year 8 students to see Shakespeare’s The Tempest. The
production is at the Queen’s Theatre in Barnstaple and will
provide students with a fantastic chance to see an original
production of the play.
180 students from both KS3 and KS4 entered this year’s
Poetry games competition. Good luck to them!

15. School Life

Student Librarians

There will be a vacancy in the Summer Term for another
Student Librarian. Tutors will announce when application
forms and job descriptions can be collected from the library.
Lauren Beasant (Year 10) has been appointed as Senior
Student Librarian. Congratulations!

Scholastic Book Fair

Another successful Fair was held at the end of February
which enabled us to obtain 10 new books for the library.
Students were able to use their World Book Day tokens to
receive £1 off any book they purchased and there was also
stationery and posters.

Overdue Books

Have you looked under your bed recently, or on top of your
wardrobe? There is a large number of overdue books that

we need back in the Library! If you are not reading them,
bring them back and let someone else have them. If you
have them for too long, various sanctions come into effect
and you may even need to end up with a detention or a bill!

Year 7 Tutor Group Reading Award

Once again, 7EG has won the Year 7 Tutor Group Reading
Award. It was a close run thing as they nearly lost due to the
number of overdue books they have, which looses them
points! They need to return them quickly please!

Book Tokens

Book tokens have been awarded to the following students
for the most books borrowed from the Library during the
spring term: Sam Foster (Year 7), Lindel Cumes (Year 8),
Niamh Hetfield (Year 9) and Tome Smyth (Year 10). Well
done!

Design & Technology with
the Primary Schools

Bishop’s Tawton Year 3, 4, 5 and 6.

Pupils have been trying to produce energy from the
movement of water. They have been experimenting with
the design and positioning of different types of ‘paddle’ as
well as trying out various forces of water.

Bishop’s Tawton Year 2

Pupils have been designing and making shelters using
recycled materials. They tested their ideas to see how
resistant they were to wind and other forces.

Bishop’s Tawton Reception

Pupils have been designing and making Easter cards.

Other Activities & Events
James Smale (Year 11) spent the day as a Zoo Keeper at
Exmoor Zoo during half term.

Newport And Landkey Year 5

Pupils have been designing Key rings/Torches using Word
Computer Aided Design. A template was then cut out using
Computer Aided Manufacture. Pupils then used coping
saws, junior hacksaws, various files and ‘sanding’ papers to
produce their shape before using the pillar drill to drill a
hole for the key ring.

Mathematics Trip to New York 2014
Years 7 and 8 have been offered a fantastic opportunity
to visit New York to engage with their classmates in an
unfamiliar setting, discover new places and ideas - and
most importantly, further develop their own mathematical
skills.

Our tour will extend the curriculum knowledge of the
pupils, they will:
• Gain insight into the workings of the Federal Bank
• Explore the links between maths, art and architecture
• Record data to present in the classroom
• Use trigonometry to calculate height of structures
• Calculate speed and distance on the Subway
• Have fun investigating the latest maths museum
During their stay, they will be visiting the Statue of Liberty
and Ellis Island; the Empire State Building; MoMath (Museum
of Mathematics); Times Square; Ground Zero; Wall Street; the
Federal Reserve Bank; Brooklyn Bridge; Chinatown; Grand
Central Station; St Patrick Cathedral; Apple for a work shop;
Bloomingdales; Central Park and Macy’s!

Orchard Vale Year 2

As part of their science topic related to things that float,
pupils have been making elastic band powered boats They
used junior hacksaws to cut wood to make a frame and then
re- used milk carton bases to create the boat. They then
tested them to see how fast they could make them sail.

16. Other Activities!

Helping Others

Kingsley House

A readathon held by the KS3 English student’s raised £368
for children’s charities.

Raleigh House

English Department
Music Department

A cheque for £750 was presented to the CLIC Sargent
charity for children with cancer. The money was raised from
the proceeds of our Christmas production ‘Christmas in the
Woods’.

Pictured in the photo are CLIC representatives’ Jo Dunblavin
and Jacky Massos, with Mr Street, Jason Parker and Year
11 pupils’ Tia Stone, Lana Dyrda, Ella Townsend, Chandler
Tregaskes and Year 7 pupils Ellie Courtney and Isabelle
Thorne.
A non-uniform day held in February raised £1210 (with more
coming in). Half of the money will go to Amigos and half
will go to Red Nose Day.
SASC staff did not send each other Christmas cards but took
a collection instead. £31 was sent to Help for Heroes.

Amigos Charity
Since starting at the school 8BU have been collected money
for the Amigos charity. Their aim is to raise £1000 by the
end of year 11. They are now at £710.00 so it looks like they
might achieve their goal!

House Charity Collections
Drake House

In December many of the Tutor Groups were involved in
raising money for Cystic Fibrosis in various ways;
8DH raised £77.52, 10ZC raised £30.40, 9LB raised £5.25,
11AB raised £50.14, 9CD raised £30.12 and 8BM raised
£21.55.

Fortescue House

Fortescue house raised £100 for Care for Kids, £100 for Make
a Wish Foundation, £50 for Samaritan’s Purse, £50 for British
Heart Foundation, £60 for Together for Short Lives, Help for
Heroes. 7EG raised £54 by having a cake sale.

17. Helping Others!

A cake sale outside the House Office raised £32. 9AH has
raised £65, 8CL £6 and 8PH £18.
8NY raised £80 for the Children’s Hospice South West. 10BJ
raised £31.94. £60 was raised for Cancer Research UK and
£60 for Save the Children.
Thank you to everyone who supported us!

Charity Event
A Charity event was held during March in the Sports Hall
and classrooms with wet sponge throwing, a jumble sale,
cake sale and guess the money in the pot.

• Uniform – uniform bought online the previous
evening can be collected from Pupil Reception at
8.30am the following morning (apart from holiday
time).
No card details are ever stored on the system, so neither the
School nor WisePay could ever find the card numbers used.
The School has a bank account for trips and uniform that is
separate from the County Council account.
Therefore:
• any payments for trips and uniform can be made
together.
• any Meal Transactions, Shop Manager, Music and
Exam fees can be paid together.
Unfortunately, the System will not allow to ‘mix and match’
payment so you will not be able, for example, to buy an
item of uniform and put money on your child’s Smartcard.
The System is proving popular with parents; if you have not
received a copy of your child’s login and password please
contact the School Office.
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact
the School.

WisePay
The School has been operating an online payment system
since November to help decrease the amount of cash/
cheques that your son or daughter needs to bring into
school. The System is operated by WisePay; this Company
has worked very successfully both with schools and
industry for several years. Its parent company, Cavendish
Communication Project Limited, has been developing,
implementing and operating online payment and finance
systems for over 20 years.
The System provides an integrated service which will
make it easier for you to pay online for trips, dinner money,
uniform, music lessons etc.
Access to the Wisepay site is via the School’s Website; just
click on the WisePay icon on the Parents’ Page.
The screens are very ‘user friendly’ and should be selfexplanatory.

Advantages of the system:

• You will be able to review the payment history of a trip
• Smartcard System- parents can instantly review their
child’s balance and the last ten purchases of food,
made through the tills in the Canteen, with their cards.

Friends of Park
The January quiz

A big thank you to all the parents and friends, who helped
make this event a great success and £290 was raised.
If you would like to offer help and support in any way the
‘Friends of Park’ would love to hear from you. There are
many ways in which you can get involved. We support the
school by providing refreshments at parents’ evenings,
concerts and other school events, holding fundraising
activities and generally supporting pupils, teachers and
areas of the curriculum. Meetings are informal and friendly
and held once a term. The next meeting is 15th May, 7.30pm
at the Chichester Arms.
At present we are looking for some more people to join
the parents evening tea rota. This involves a short shift of 2
hours, 3.30 - 5.30pm or 5 – 7pm to serve teas and coffees in
the school hall. If you have a few hours to spare please let us
know.
Contact the secretary – christinefarr@hotmail.com
Paula Dunkin – Chair

18. WisePay, Friends of Park

Sport Activities with our
Primary Schools
Again, Mr Mackie has been very busy leading a very full
range of activities with our primary schools. This term the
highlights have included:
• Newport Community School winning the Annual Sports
Athletics Competition with Sticklepath School as runners
up. Both represented the Park Learning Community in
the North Devon event. Newport were again the winners
and went forward to the County Finals where they
finished as worthy runners up – a brilliant effort!

Parent Partnership
PEPPa (Park Effective Partnership with Parents) is a group
of parents that meet with the school’s leadership team to
discuss how the partnership between school and home can
be improved.

• A varied day’s programme of events was organised for
56 pupils from all over partner primary schools who were
judged as Gifted and Talented in PE and Sport. Taking
part in Handball, Volley Ball and American Sports based
activities, they also enjoyed a presentation on how to
develop further their outstanding abilities in the future.

So far this year we have arranged new parents sessions for
Year 7 parents and held a GCSE Revision Evening for Year
10 and 11 parents. We also took part in a Government
Consultation on proposed changes in GCSE examinations.
We are looking into providing parents with a year specific
handbook detailing all that is happening during the school
year.

• A combined Park and Pilton Schools Netball Tournament
was hosted at Park School with our representatives,
Landkey and Orchard Vale, taking the top two places and
booking their place in the North Devon event in which
Landkey finished a very creditable third.

If you are interested in what is going on and only find out
what’s happening by rummaging in your child’s bag – why
not come along to our meetings. All are welcome and it is
a good way to keep up with all that is developing and learn
more about just how the school actually works.

• Over 200 Year 2 pupils from our feeder primary schools
enjoyed a very active Tennis Festival at the Tarka Centre
and were ably assisted by 30 Year 7 Young Sports Leaders
from Park School.

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 23 April at 7pm in the SASC,
dates of meetings can be found in the school diary on the
VLE and in the Weekly Bulletin.

• The final event for this term was a Tag Rugby Festival.
Fifteen teams took part with Orchard Vale School
overcoming Landkey School in a close and exciting final.
Throughout the term primary school pupils have enjoyed
using Park School’s facilities for regular sessions in football,
netball and hockey. Our thanks to all involved!

Winning Netball Team, Landkey Primary School
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Park Lane
Barnstaple
EX32 9AX
Tel: 01271 373131
admin@parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk
www.parkcommunity.devon.sch.uk

Terms ends for Easter at 3.20pm on
Wednesday 27th March 2013.
Our Ski Trip leaves for Passo de
Tonale in Italy on Saturday 30th
March. We wish them an enjoyable
and safe week in the snow!
The Summer Term 2013 begins at
8.50am on Tuesday 16th April 2013.

Notices...

Parent Weekly
Newsletter

Remember your weekly newsletter sent to you
via the Schoolcomms email system – all the
latest detail you need for each week to keep you
updated.

Schoolcomms
Keen to improve our communication with each
family, this system allows us to contact you by
email or text message very quickly and easily. To
enable this, all pupils’ details will be registered on
the Schoolcomms system and used for email and
text messaging in connection with the school
administration and providing rapid information
to you. Please ensure that the school office has
your latest email address. In order to comply
with Data Protection Act, if you do not wish to be
registered for Schoolcomms please contact the
school office.
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Pupils’ Names in the
Newspaper and on the
School Website
All schools and other organisations like to
publicise their successes and achievements
in the local press – and now on the internet.
This invariably involves photographs of
pupils giving their names. Sadly, there
has been some concern that this could, in
extreme circumstances, cause some element
of risk for personal security. If you would
rather your child’s success not be published
with their name on a photo, please write and
let us know.

20. Happy Easter!

