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y Dear Parents and Carers,
" One of the Top 100 Schools in England

o This term began with a letter from the Minister of State
g s for Schools, Rt. Hon David Laws MP, congratulating the
- . school on “the excellent improvement in GCSE results for
i your school over the last three years”. Not only that, he
went on to inform us that we were “one of the top 100 in
England showing the greatest sustained improvement in
the percentage of pupils achieving five or more A*- C grade

GCSEs, including English and Maths”.

This is a tribute to all in the school community — students,
staff, parents/carers, governors and everyone else who
helps us. Itis due to a relentless focus upon the quality of
teaching and learning in the classroom, high expectations,
clear standards and a determination to do everything
possible to provide the very best education and start in life
for each of our students.

An essential key is to secure and maintain a sensible
balance across all aspects of life. The old adage of ‘work
hard and play hard’ deserves respect if a broad and
balanced approach is to secure a first-rate all-round
education that prepares each student fully for a life that
proves enjoyable, fulfilling and successful.

As you turn the pages of this edition of ‘Park News'you will
read of many young people with a wide range of interests,
abilities and opportunities, successfully rising to challenges,
showing leadership, helping others and enjoying life.

As Mr Law's letter confirms, as a community we achieve the
high GCSE examination grades for all of our students and so
much more. The Ofsted Inspection of last June echoes this
too, highlighting our outstanding pastoral care and positive
approach to education and school life.

As the days now lengthen and the temperature warms,

I hope that the Spring of 2014 offers optimism and
encouragement to us all as we live life to the full through
achievement in all of its aspects, securing success but also
enjoying time with family and friends.

David Atton, Headteacher with our Head Prefects
Wren Frost (Head Boy), Ellen Napier (Head Girl), Ryleigh Sloman-Grey
(Deputy Head Girl), Matthew Morrish (Deputy Head Boy) David Atton - Headteacher

A Happy Easter to all

1. “Your Excellent Improvement in GCSE Results”

One of the Top 100 Schools in England



UKMT Intermediate Maths
Challenge

On Thursday 6th February, Year 9, 10 and 11 students
took part in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge.
Only the most able Mathematicians in the country enter
this competition and of these the top 40% of students
nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the
ratio 1:2:3.

Particular congratulations to Callum Platt (Year 11) and
Deborah Roper (Year 9) who qualified for the Grey (Year 9)
and Pink (Year 10/11) European Kangaroo papers. This is a
further round of the competition taken by pupils from over
30 countries worldwide. Tilly Porter (Year 10) is the Top
Performing Student in Year 10
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Tilly Porter, Callum Platt and Deborah Roper

Callum Platt (Year 11), Brendan Moran (Year 11), Deborah
Roper (Year 9)

Year 11: Eve Warburton, Joe Totterdell — Year 10: Tilly
Porter, Benji Lahai-Taylor, Tom Hutchens, Abigail Roberts,
Matthew Binmore - Year 9: Daniel Gibson, Joshua
Stanhope

Year 11: Megan Knock, Holly Sherborne, Emily Sanders,
Imogen Hunter, Henry Finn, Alice Pocock, Charlotte Price
— Year 10: Oliver Kinsella, Luke Osborne, Jamie Rance,
Rachael Bellew, Dean Bennett — Year 9: Freya Mugford,
Sasha Curtis, Gemma Foster, Yoseph Eskandar, Ben Hyde,
Jack Tighe, Eloise McMorine, Daisy Totterdell, Marcus
Malek, Jasmine Wilson, Owen Cockell, Lewis Hall Rudford

The Spring Term Governors’
Tea

Over 90 students qualified to attend this term’s Governors’
Tea to receive their Merit Certificates. Chair of the
Governing Body, Mike Canham and fellow governor Jim
White presented the Awards, celebrating the achievement
and success with parents and other family members in the
dining hall.

Particular congratulations go to Christopher Dunkin (Year
11) in Chichester House for achieving 2,000 Merits!

Also to:

Abigail Roberts (Year 10), Eleanor Smith (Year 11)

William Bird (Year 9), Georgia Davies (Year 9), Sophie
Watts (Year 10), Lauren Yeowell (Year 10)

Naomi Day (Year 11), Jemimah Field (Year 9), Lewis
Gratton (Year 9), Joe Jenkins (Year 10), Jack Marelli (Year
9), Connie Martin-Harrison (Year 10), Madison Matravers
(Year 9), Anya Moses (Year 9), Caitlin Parker (Year 10),
Rosemary Place (Year 11), Ciaran Richards (Year 10), Leah
Rigler (Year 10), Liberty Smith (Year 9), Oliver Walton (Year
9), Chloe Watkins (Year 9)

Sian Beasant (Year 9), Alice Chammings (Year 9), Kieran
Smale (Year 9), Lauren Beasant (Year 11)

Emily Bousted (Year 8), Oliver Bushnell (Year 8), Callum
Choules (Year 9), Nathaniel Clarke (Year 9), Adam
Langford (Year 9), James Morrish (Year 8), Ryan Mundell
(Year 8), Laura Phipps (Year 10), Jordan Portchmouth (Year
10), Summer Robinson (Year 8), Phillips Stevens (Year 9),
Jo Thomas (Year 11), Yasmin White (Year 9)

Lauren Amner (Year 9), Olivia Bidell (Year 10), Olivia
Homan (Year 11), Charlotte Hurved (Year 11), Maddie
Jones (Year 11), Taya Lambden (Year 10), Mica Stone (Year
9), Molly Westcott (Year 11)

Tiffany Aggett (Year 10), Kieran Bidwell (Year 10), Wesley
Cooke (Year 11), Katie Dewberry (Year 9), Ellie Dine-
Jenkins (Year 9), Ben Hyde (Year 9), Kieran Jacques (Year
11), Elizabeth James (Year 9), Matthew Johnston (Year
9), Jack Leslie (Year 11), Tomas McKitrick (Year 9), Alfred
Pocock (Year 9), Katie Shutt (Year 10), Keziah Stone (Year
9), Laurin Trawin (Year 10)
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Katie Harris (Year 10), Daniel Sutton (Year 10)

Shahrias Arain (Year 10), Kyle Darragh (Year 9), Niamh
Hetfield (Year 10), Max Kilham (Year 10), Kim Leson (Year
10), Megan Maddock (Year 10), Jack Tighe (Year 9), Henry
Webber (Year 10), Sam Wotton (Year 11)

Chloe Boden (Year 9), Cerys Cooper (Year 10), Sasha Curtis
(Year 9), Amy Fletcher (Year 9), Charna Hatherell (Year 9),
Robin Tanner (Year 9)

Isabel Hampton (Year 11)

Liam Bailey (Year 9), Robert Braunton (Year 9), lonia Green
(Year 8), Hannah Kinsman (Year 9), Ben Martin (Year 9),
Eloise McMorine (Year 9), Sasha Nicholls (Year 9), Charlie
Pearce (Year 9), Jack Rice (Year 9), Callum Rogers (Year 11),
Rhyan Silvester (Year 9), Paige Unstead (Year 8), Lucy Wells
(Year 9)

Awards

(LtoR) Erin Silvester, Callum Choules and Martika Gallagher.

Martika Gallagher (Year 10), Erin Silvester (Year 8) and
Callum Choules (Year 9) have been selected to represent
Devon in the English Schools’ Cross Country Championships
in Leicestershire during March. Congratulations on an
outstanding achievement.

Congratulations to Megan Bousted (Year 11) on her success
in The North Devon Performing Arts Festival, coming 1stin
eight of her nine singing classes and 2nd in the ninth. She
was named the most promising under-18 singer and she
won the best under-18 duet. An outstanding achievement
for her! Very best wishes for the future.

Congratulations to the young guitarists who competed at
the North Devon Performing Arts Festival:

Grade 2 Class: Charlotte Chambers (Year 7) 2nd Place

Grade 3 Class: Hayley Williams (Year 10) 1st Place and
Festival Cup, Nicole Williams (Year 10) 2nd Place

Grade 7 Class: Oliver Kinsella (Year 10) 1st Place and Festival
Medal

On the following evening Oliver Kinsella took part in the
“Young Musicians Competition” and was awarded 2nd
Place.

Molly Davies (Year 7) came 1st in the ‘By Memory’ Piano
Competition, 2nd in the‘under 12’ category and 2nd also in
‘grade 4.

Well done!

Adam Tobin (Year 8) achieved an overall Silver Medal,

along with Bronze and Silver for individual apparatus
performances, in the British Gymnastics Championships

in The Emirates Arena, Glasgow. Many congratulations to
him for his calm and determined approach on that large
national stage to produce outstanding performances on the
rings, high bars and parallel bars.

Billie-Jo Ford and Paige Unstead (both in Year 8) won
Gold in the Manikin Relay in the Devon Surf Life-Saving
Competition. Paige also swam the 200 metre butterfly at
the Devon County Championships and achieved a Personal
Best of 3m.09s!

Toby (Year 8) and Naliah (Year 7) Ruhleman appeared

in the production of A Miracle of 34th Street at the

Queen’s Theatre and will be appearing, together with Ellie
McLaughlin (Year 7) in the forthcoming production of CATS.

The Outstanding Achievement of our ex-students was
recognised at the Petroc Annual Awards Ceremony.

In total, 20 former Park Community School students picked
up awards at the ceremony:

Exceptional Merit Award Winners with Councillor Lesley Brown,
Barnstaple Town Mayor.
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(clockwise from top left) Alys Binns, Daniel Finn, Megan Glenster, Jack
Hampton, Kia Jago, Megan Welmers receiving their Awards from Sir Nick
Harvey M.P. and Andrew Pierce, Petroc Chair of Governors.

Alys Binns — A Level Photography, Joseph Chugg - A Level
English Literature, Daniel Finn - A Level Mathematics,
Megan Glenister — A Level Graphic Design , Jack Hampton
- A Level Classical Civilisation, Kia Jago — A Level
Psychology, Jasmine Moran - A Level Accounting, Nickie
Shobeiry — A Level Philosophy of Religion, Megan Welmers
- A Level French

A group of chemists joined forces to win the South West
Young analyst of the Year competition at Plymouth
University this year; Sabrina Shah was a member of this
team. They were then invited to compete in the National
Final, where they were placed equal 4th. In addition to
this three former Park Community School pupils, Michael
Gaunt, Jack Hampton and Craig Pike, were recognised for
completing the British Biology Olympiad along with 4200
other students from across the UK.

Exceptional Achievement Awards were presented to
Rebecca Benham, Charlotte Bennett, Jasmine Dawes,
Daniel Finn, Mollie Foster, Michael Gaunt, Jack Hampton,
Kia Jago, Anna Kinsella, Rebecca Shapland, Louise Tucker
and Dian Weerakonda-Arachchil. These awards were for
those students who achieved 3 grade As or better, placing
them amongst the highest achievers in the country. We
also congratulated Mollie Foster and Rebecca Shapland on
receiving Exceptional Merit Awards.

(L to R) Alice Chamings, Alison Bell, Yoseph Eskander, Ben Hyde and Josh
Stanhope

As part of the continuing Able, Gifted and Talented Careers
Programme in school, five Year 9 students have been
nominated for the Future Scholar Awards. This scheme will
provide the opportunity for the students to visit a Russell
Group University for a day in the Summer Term. Through
activities including information sessions, taster academic
sessions, the opportunity to meet with current students
and staff and campus tours, students will gain a real life
experience of what studying at a top university is like. It is
hoped that this will encourage them to aim high to achieve
the best grades possible and to apply to university.

Exeter Mentoring Scheme

Fourteen students in Year 10 — Alice Bennett, Olivia
Bidwell, Matthew Binmore, Helen Farr, Katie Harris,
Sophie Hawkins, Jacob Houghton, Max Kilham, Tilly
Porter, Joe Sherborne, Rachel Walker, Henry Webber,
Scott Wells and Millie Wiliams - are working with Student
Ambassadors Abbie and John, from Exeter University as
part of the Higher Education Tutoring programme. There
are six sessions in Year 10 covering a range of topics such as:

Current aspirations
« Is Higher Education for me?
« My ideal University
« What do | need to do to get there?
«+ Costs involved.

As well as the sessions which take place after school,
students will be given the opportunity to visit Exeter
University. The programme will then develop in Year 11 for
those students who would like to continue.

5. Student Achievement & Success




Higher Education Fayre

As part of our Careers programme , 40 Year 9 students will
be attending the Higher Education Fayre at Petroc. Students
will have the opportunity to attend workshops on Why go
to University? Students Finance and choosing the right
course as well visiting stands to get further information.

At the Rotary Club of Barnstaple Youth Speaks Competition
2014 held at The Park Community School on Saturday 25th
January we were ably represented in the Intermediate
Competition by Year 9 students — Kate Boorman
(Chairperson), Isabella Cousins (Speaker) and Tahmid
Chowdhury (Vote of Thanks) who spoke on the topic “Paid
for Progress”. In the Senior Competition, Year 10 students
Alice Bennett (Chairperson), Tilly Porter (Speaker) and
Jordan Portchmouth (Vote of Thanks) asked us to consider
the topic “Being Normal".

The standards of this competition are extremely high and
provide a wonderful opportunity to benefit from a unique
experience. Well done to them all!

Congratulations to Amber McGowen-Smith (Year 8) and
Hannah Mills (Year 11) on being the ‘Students of the Half-
Term'in Modern Foreign Languages.

Reece Manning (Year 7) has been named the ‘Most
Improved Player for South Molton Junior Football Club
U-12's. Well done.

Lucy Gill (Year 11) has played U-18 Tennis for Devon.

Kyle Whitehand (Year 11) won the U18 Devon and Cornwall
Indoor Archery Competition.

Tom Hutchens (Year 10) is a member of the GB Water Polo
Squad for his age group.

Stanley Wilks (Year 9) writes his own blog of film reviews,
also producing reviews for Scott’s Cinemas.

Success in Education

Every time we hear or read the news it seems to be the
same.

‘UK schools stuck at the back of the class.

‘Britain’s pupils are lagging far behind key
international competitors:

Certainly we need to compare school outcomes today,
not against those of 50 years ago, but against what other
countries are doing now.

The latest PISA Tests (Programme for International Student
Assessment) show the UK failing to make the Top 20 in
Maths, Reading and Science — coming 26th in Maths, 23rd in
Reading, slipping from 16th to 21st in Science.
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Much of this falling behind is due to other countries
improving more quickly as our national results flat-line
against those of 65 others. Singapore, Taiwan, South
Korea and Japan are amongst the highest ranked across all
subjects.

In a global economy, competitiveness and future job
prospects will depend upon what people can do with

what they know. Like every other country, we must do
everything we can to seek improvement in the prospects of
future generations.

The evidence seems very clear that:-

+ The pace of change globally is now outstripping
improvements in British education.

+ Demand for highly skilled people is increasing faster
than supply.

- Demand for low skilled workers is decreasing faster
than supply!




Happy Puzzle Day

Friday 28th February was Happy Puzzle Day for gifted and
talented Year 7 and 8 students. 180 students took part to
test their team work, problem solving and communication
skills to solve a variety of puzzles. Students really enjoyed
the sessions and found the event challenging and
stimulating.

Helping One Another -
Peer Mentors

Well done and thank you to the 30 Year 10 students
who have given up their lunchtimes to organise games

and activities for Year 7. These Peer Mentors have been
particularly reliable and conscientious this year and will go
on to become successful Year 11 Prefects. The scheme will
continue until June when Year 9 will have the opportunity
to sign up for next year’s scheme.

My thanks to you all.

Mr Howells (Supervisor)

Master Chefs Enjoy Lunch

Nigel Vince, President of lIfracombe Rotary Club and
Pam Hyde, Chair of the Youth Activities Committee, who
organised this year’s Rotary 'Young Chef’ Competition in
North Devon, visited the school to present certificates
and chefs’ whites to successful students in this year’s

7. School Life

Competition. Overall winner was Tahsina Chowdhury (Year
11), with runner up Sarah Williams (Year 9). Harriot Day
(Year 9) came a highly commended third. All those who
took part received a certificate to show how they had each
reached the very high standard to enter. Their teachers
Miss Clarke and Mrs Walden joined with David Atton,
Headteacher to host a celebratory lunch for them in the
school’s conference room.

The North Devon Journal
Schools’ Page

Thursday 6th February saw The Park Community School
Page in the North Devon Journal for the first time. The
English teachers, led by Mrs Alexander and Ms Scott,

President of IIfracombe Rotary Club Nigel Vince with Chair of Youth
Activities Pam Hyde congratulating Young Chef students, with food
technology teacher Louise Clarke

worked with our students to produce the inaugural page
for this new Journal initiative. Each week a North Devon
School will have one page of the newspaper to fill with
students’'news. A wonderful opportunity for budding
writers and journalists to take part!

Music, Music, Music!

The music department donated £500 from the Christmas
Concert to MacMillan Cancer Support. Students were
pleased to meet Tony and Jane the Charity representatives
and learn more about the work they do to help cancer
sufferers and their families.




Many students took part in the Park School Battle of the
Bands between 10th - 14th February in the School Hall at
lunchtimes. The acts included:

Ben Martin, Luke Mitchel, Erin Street & Will Jenkins,
The Statics, Street Smart, The Underground, The
Unknown, Abbie Roberts, Jack Tanner, Wren Frost

Students paid for entry to the Hall throughout the week and
the funds raised will be donated to charity.

The overall winners were The Underground who will go
on to perform at Petroc Battle of the Bands on the 3rd
April. Abbie Roberts (Year 10) will be joining them as
she won best solo acoustic act. All the acts gave superb
performances and were awarded a certificate for their
Progress Files.

On the Friday of that week, Jim Jones (aka Small Town
Jones) came back for the second year running to entertain
us all. Jim is an outstanding local singer songwriter who has
a recent single ‘Freight Ships’ played on Radio 2, followed

up by a live performance on the Dermot O’Leary Show. He
was also invited to perform for the athletes at the Olympic
Village during London 2012 Olympics. He will be releasing
a new album soon!

Ship Builders

A class of Year 3 students from Forches Cross Primary
School spent an enjoyable afternoon working in the Design
Department to manufacture a wooden ship. The children
developed a range of skills using a variety of tools including
drilling accurate holes using jigs to make a dowel joint,
filing, sanding and product construction. They had a lovely
time and all went away with a finished product!

8. A Healthy Approach

Record Attempt

Finlay Dart (Year 9) is spearheading a World Record
Attempt to set off more than 536 Party Poppers at once!
This record is recognised by Guinness World Records and

is currently held by Westfield Academy students and staff
in Yeovil, Somerset on 20th July 2012. This attempt brings
together the whole school, students and staff, whilst raising
funds for Children’s Hospice South West.

How do we protect

our Educational
Health?

To keep fit our doctor might advise on five key factors:-
» Eatagood and balanced diet.
+ Getasound 8 hours sleep each night.
- Exercise every day.
« Do not smoke.
- Seek to manage your stress.

The key is to respect all five of them - ignoring one and
doubling up on another, for example, will not work!

Is there a similar list for our educational health, building
upon those five key factors?

Education is not solely about encouraging and motivating
qualification seekers — absolutely vital though those
qualifications are! There is much more to becoming
‘educated’ than academic success alone: education helps
to shape us as rounded human beings. Each person is
different, but our education should tilt us towards the
positive:-

+ To be healthy and physically active.
« Ethical people of good character.

+ Possessing well-developed minds, broad knowledge
and high levels of general and strategic skills: the
qualities essential to meet the challenges we face -
creativity, cultural understanding, communication,
collaboration and problem-solving.

The world beyond school needs thoughtful, creative and
self-confident people who are literate, numerate, who can
analyse information and ideas, generate new solutions of
their own and help to implement them, communicating
clearly and working well with other people.

Each generation needs to seek to improve the education
system in order to improve further the education of the
next, in the hope that these future citizens will create a
better society for us all.

It seems clear that this all needs much thought and a careful
working together if we are to achieve all that we hope for
our young people.




Intergenerational Art
Workshop Led by resident
artist Karen Hawkins and
sponsored by Arts Wave

This Gifted and Talented art workshop involved GCSE Art
students. They invited their grandparents into school for a
day of portrait drawing and painting. The majority of the
grandparents have had relatively little art experience and
although they were a little reticent at first, soon got stuck
in with their grandchildren and had a dabble! One of the
grandparents, Rosemary Barrow went to the Royal College
of Artin the 1960’s and has exhibited at the Royal Academy.
She was simply brilliant and an inspiration to us all. It

was clear from the start that we had chosen some great
students who clearly have a very special relationship with
their grandparents. | provided a questionnaire at the start
of session which enabled the students and grandparents
to comment upon their fondest memories of one another.
The practical activities were led by Karen Hawkins from
Oceanic Arts. She allowed the students and grandparents
to work independently using a range of different materials
and techniques. Karen’s demonstrations were totally
inspirational and gave all of us the confidence to have a go.
The results were phenomenal.

The project was sponsored by the Arts Wave initiative.

This new initiative is a partnership between local arts and
education organisations Daisi, Dance in Devon, the Devon
Guild of Craftsmen and Wolf and Water. Working with Devon
County Council, the consortium is collaborating to bring a
range of accessible arts opportunities to local people. Arts
Wave Devon is set to ignite and inspire creativity across
Barnstaple.

Quotes from Chloe Macree
Nan is very brave and puts up with a lot. She never
moans and gets on with things. She makes me smile
and I'm so proud of her. She has made me stonger,
knowing what she has gone through makes my
problems seem a lot smaller.

Chloe’s Nan (Jan Jones)
I have always been very close to Chloe. She is my
first Grandchild. When she was just toddling around,
if Grandad got up, she would be the first to grab
his stick and this has always continued. She is so
thoughtful.

Helena Staddon (Grand daughter)
My grandma is always very bubbly and funny. She is
a very loveable person with an amazing personality.
Grandma loves sport and plays bridge. We are quite
similar and have a close relationship. My Grandma
influenced me into playing sport. Grandma used to
play golf and got me involved. Now, it is a sport | play
regularly.

Helena’s Grandma (Chris Shapland)
I have so many memories and we have a great
relationship. Drawing and painting when Helena was
young was a very special time. Helena is good fun,
bubbly and very reliable. Helena is a very thoughtful
and caring young lady. Helena has encouraged me to
do things I never thought | would. | attend this school
when it was the Girls Grammar School. | enjoyed Art
and gained an O Level in Art. It was a great day. Most
enjoyable. The students produced some amazing
paintings and the visiting artist was great.

9. Life with Grandma and Grandad!




Margaret Stone
I've had a great day, most enjoyable, students are
very respectful of the grandparents. Katie Phillips
sponge cake was awesome, will come again if only
for the sponge!

Bernard Porter
Progressive and instructive - carried out in a very
friendly and helpful atmosphere. Very worthwhile.

Jean Dawes (Grandparent)
What a day! absolutely loved it. | made new friends
and learnt a lot.

Angie Morley (mum)
I found it really interesting and really enjoyed seeing
how well the students do and how the teachers
encourage all to progress.

Year 7 Exeter Art Trip

In February, 49 Year 7 students took part in an exciting day
of cultural activity in Exeter. The day began in the newly
refurbished Royal Albert Memorial Museum. We packed
three workshops into the morning. A mini sketchbook of
pattern was created in the World Cultures section of the
museum, followed by free drawing from the animals and
insects collections and then fineliner drawings taken from
the print making exhibition. Lunch was in The Phoenix Arts
Centre dance studio (we couldn't resist a little spontaneous

Pinhole Cameraand
Camera Obscura Workshop

15 Year 9 students attended an art workshop at St. Anne’s
Chapel in Barnstaple on Monday 24th February. The
students were given the opportunity to work alongside
Sam White, a photographer, who focuses his work on

ballet at the bar!) and then off to the Cathedral for some
more drawing. We all have a great time with several new
friendships established. Our students were as usual a
credit to our school. The Cathedral staff acknowledged the
splendid behaviour of our group.

10. Life in the City




Camera Obscura and pinhole camera techniques, (see
http://light-play.) It was clear from the start that this
generation of Year 9 students have very little understanding
of the traditional methods of photography using light
sensitive paper! Our pinhole cameras were made from
drink cans and made some very exciting images from both
the students and staff, who took the photos of the students!
Examples of their work will be on display in the Chapel until
the 14th March.

Boston Tea Party Art
Exhibition
Although the exhibition is now over, we were unable to

publish photos in the Christmas newsletter of the private
view.

L0 W5 English Department Visit to
P the Globe Theatre

The English department are very pleased to announce that
Much Ado About Nothing, at the Globe in London, will be
this year’s play for the annual Year 9 Shakespeare theatre
visit. In a change to previous years where groups have gone
to Stratford and Shakespeare’s birth house, this year we will
be spending all day at the Globe where we will not only see
the play, but have a tour of the theatre and take partin a
workshop led by members of the acting company.

i

Much Ado About Nothing is currently our set Shakespeare
text at Key Stage 3 and so all students should be familiar
with its plot and characters. Students can expect a
traditional Shakespearian theatre experience as we shall be
standing as ‘groundlings’ during the performance. The trip is
on Thursday 1st May. For more information please speak to
Mr Ballantyne.

11. Creativity and Shakespeare




English Department
Accelerated Reader Update

Accelerated Reader has continued to be fiercely
competitive, with almost every single student in Year 7
making a contribution to their class total by taking a quiz
and earning points for passing it! Students can take a quiz
either in school or at home by following the link on the VLE.
The more difficult and lengthy a book is, the more points a
student can earn for passing. However, every point counts!

Some student’s efforts have really stood out. The top three
AR students have taken a combined number of 296 quizzes.
In the lead is Joanne Roper (Year 7) with 943 points,
followed in second place by Elise Muzard-Clark (Year 7)
with 662 points. Kiara Clarke (Year 7) is third in her year
group with 599 points.

As a total, since September, Year 7 has read 70,121,892
words; they have taken 3,112 quizzes, passing an amazing
total of 1,803. An outstanding 98% of our students have
taken a quiz in the last month.

Life in Drama

On Friday 14th February 20 year 7 pupils each from Park,
Pilton and Braunton joined together for a day’s drama
workshop. The day was run by Becca Savoury, a theatre
professional, in conjunction with the Arts Organisation
DAISI. Pupils developed skills in physical theatre to explore
and perform scenes of great 20th Century adventurers.

“Absolutely Amazing!” Luke Thomas
“l was very proud of our work” Joshua McKenna

“I learnt about control and concentration and how to
co-operate.” Tilly Scotthorne

“I know how to express my feelings as a character”
Alex Spear

Students from year 10 drama and KS3 Drama club have the
opportunity to see a production of Jane Eyre at the Plough
Arts Centre on April 3rd. Bookings have already been made
to see two of the National Theatre Live productions in May.

Auditions have taken place for a summer performance of
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. Drama club are working really
hard to make this an entertaining production!

The World of Finance

During February our Year 9 students took part in Finance
Week as part of their Maths lessons. They undertook a
variety of finance tasks, learning about topics such as
budgeting, bank accounts, salaries, tax and payment
methods.
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In addition to this they were fortunate to meet two
members of staff from NatWest Bank who talked to them
about financial issues as part of their “MoneySense for
Schools” programme. Our students were eager to learn
more and had numerous questions for our visitors. Thank
you to Micky and Ollie from NatWest for taking the time to
visit us!
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The students thoroughly enjoyed the week and learned
much from it - as these opinions confirm.

“l enjoyed finance week because it made me think
about money and we did lots of fun activities.”

“l enjoyed learning how much tax | will need to pay
in the future, depending on my job”

“I learnt lots of new and interesting facts”

“It helped me to understand what my wages will be
like when | grow up”

“l enjoyed learning new words and the meanings of
them”

“4 words... | love finance week!”
“Writing cheques was fun”

Spending money is one thing, but earning it is quite
another!

12. Reading, Drama and Money!




Maths Challenge Week

Students were involved in a variety of team challenges in
their Maths lessons throughout the week. This included

a“Maths Treasure Hunt” which required students to use a
map to locate Mathematical problems around the school!

Congratulations to the Year 11 BTEC Group who are nearing
the end of their Travel and Tourism course. Most of the
group have successfully achieved Level One Award. The
group have been enjoying and having some fun and varied
experience at Petroc. The group would like to thank Mrs
Hamman and Mrs Mills for their help this year!

As part of their studies, the group also enjoyed a day in
Exeter. They planned and arranged the trip themselves,
completed all the necessary paperwork and agreed on the
costing. The group were accompanied by Mrs Sanders and
Mr Horton.

Lewis Grant trying out his new skills on someone’s car!

Year 9 Key Steps - Congratulations to the Year 9 ASDAN
Group who have completed their First Certificate in ‘Key
Steps' The students have been working on challenges
including First Aid, Health, Fitness and Road Safety. Well
done everyone!

13. Learning is Fun!

Gifted and Talented Maths
Club

The Park School Gifted and Talented Maths club for students
from our partner primary schools has been very active

this term. A group of students from Our Lady’s, Landkey,
Newport, Sticklepath, Orchard Vale, Bishops Tawton,
Forches, Ashleigh and Holywell have been attending the
club every Wednesday. As well as providing Mathematical
challenge for the students, it has been a great way for them
to get to know the school and the teachers — and made
friendships with other students.

The World of Geography!

As part of their work on natural hazards this term, Year 9
students were set the task of researching and creating an
accurate model of a volcano. Some superb pieces of work
were handed in and we had great fun taking them outside
and making them erupt!
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Lemonade and mentoes created Bea Isaac and Lily Dunkley made
this impressive eruption by Will Bird this great model, including
‘magma chamber, showing how an
eruption develops




Sophie Sluman chose a different
method of modelling - her volcano  to his volcano as it erupted, clearly

Morgan Evans got a little too close

cake tasted as good as it looked! showing the hazardous nature of

these tectonic giants!

Unfortunately the extreme weather we had been
experiencing meant that we had to postpone our annual
trip to the zoo, because they closed as a result of flooding
on their site. At least it was for geographical reasons!!

This visit has been re-arranged for 14th March - as this
is after the date of ‘going to press’ more details and
photographs will follow in the summer edition of Park
News!

Year 10 fieldwork in May will be investigating local flood
defence strategies and preparing for the fieldwork element
of the first controlled assessment with a visit to Westward
Ho!.

Year 8 Fieldwork, also in May, will investigate coastal
processes and landforms (and maybe, weather
permitting...... there will even be a chance to have an ice
cream!)

The Year 8 Environmental Olympiad throughout the
Summer Term, with the final in July, is the annual Park
School competition for students to investigate and present
their findings on local environmental issues.

There are still 1 or 2 places available on the 2015 joint
Geography and History Trip to Italy (Sorrento and the Bay of
Naples). For information contact Mrs Goodman or Mrs Hall
Tomkin.

Helping Others

Whole school charity events are going from strength to
strength and this term has been no exception.

In keeping with the red ‘Valentine’s Day’ theme, a non-
uniform day was held on 14th February raising an amazing
£1,240. Fortescue students were asked to nominate which
charity to send the money to and they thought that it
would be appropriate to support two “red” charities, so £620
will be going to both the British Red Cross and the British
Heart Foundation.

Following on from our event last term when £1,350 was
raised for the local Chemotherapy Unit, if you would like to

14. Helping Others

have a look at the messages that were posted on the virtual
brick wall for the unit by your sons/daughters, the website is
www.northdevonhealth.nhs.uk/fundraising.

A huge thank you for all your contributions!

Oliver Walton 9TC at Watersmeet

9GA held a Charity Event on 14th February. They sold hot
chocolates, pink lemonade, pink mice and jammie dodgers.
There was a guess at the number of sweets too. The event
was organised, promoted and staffed by themselves. They
raised £67 in aid of Help for Heroes.

Tom Bachelor (Year 7) raised over £50 with a sponsored
bike ride.

Chloe Bousted raised over £15 and Brendon Chadwick
over £10 with a sponsored silence (both in Year 7).

An Easter Raffle is raising funds for Cancer Research UK.
11LK raised £25 from their Christmas Card delivery service!

8TH raised £85 for the Pink Ribbon Foundation which is a
Breast Cancer Charity.

Drake and Chichester raised £305 for local charity Go North
Devon.

Hannah from ‘Go North Devon'’receiving the £305 cheque from Drake
and Chichester Head Prefects.

Our Second Year as a Fair
Trade School

Congratulations to our Student Fair Trade Steering
Committee who have just received the news that the school
has been awarded Fair Trade School status for a second
year. Park is still the only school in North Devon to hold this
award.




The Steering Committee have continued to hold a high
profile selling event at each Parents’ Evening. This year
they also organised the Business Breakfast where Business
and Economics students were able to discuss ethical
issues with local business representatives. Students made
a presentation to staff appealing for greater coverage of
Fair Trade in the curriculum. Food Technology, Maths and
Spanish have included Fair Trade within new modules of
work.

Steering Committee students, Year 7 students Joanne Roper, Melissa
Davis and Lucy Wells, Year 8 students Shana Hutchings, Emily Brooks, and
Sophie Dyke and Year 9 students Hannah Kinsman and Deborah Roper
after receiving the Fair Trade Award (taken on a non-uniform day)

i

The Steering Committee raising the schools Fair Trade profile at a Parents’
Evening.

Food for Thought

As a society, what are our values?
« The purpose of education is about the flourishing of
humanity.

« Itis a conversation between generations about
matters of significance: how we learn about our
culture, our past and prepare for our futures.

What values dominate the society today'’s children are
growing up in?
Too much focus upon:

+ Consumerism?

+ Materialism?

+ Money?

+ Instant fame?

« Personality cults?

+ Greed?

+ Selfishness?

15. Food for Thought

What of contributing to the good and wellbeing of others?
Generosity and fairness?
Young people look for meaning and purpose in their lives.
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What three main values most influence your personal
behaviours?

Care?

Responsibility?

Love?

If you could encourage children to live one value, what
would it be?

Peace Quality
Respect Hope
Love Patience
Happiness Caring
Freedom Trust
Responsibility Understanding
Honesty Justice
Humility Courage
Tolerance Friendship
Compassion Thoughtfulness
Co-Operation Unity

What are the key values for a school?
« Courage?
+ Integrity?
+ Respect?
+ Kindness?

+ Responsibility?

On what foundations do values rely?
The valuing and wellbeing of self and others.
1. The quality of relationships.
. The impact of role models.
. Afocus upon the community.
. The impact of the curriculum and its leadership.
. The power of an ethical vocabulary.
. The impact of environment, atmosphere and routines.
. The importance of reflection and evaluation.
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There is so much for us to consider in working together to
take the school forward.




Philosophy Film Club

Lana Bailey (Year 10) reports:-

“We watch a range of different films from ‘The
Hunger Games’ to ‘Les Miserables’ and ask questions
about life, morality and the values that we hold. The
films are quite thought-provoking and intriguing,
but also entertaining. We have in-depth discussions
about topics as well as watching good films related
to the topic so we can have something to base it on
as well as our own thoughts. It is really good as there
is usually no right or wrong answer and although
there may be disagreement, we always come to a
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conclusion if not a definite answer!
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16. Living History

Living History
Year 7 pupils have been creating Motte and Bailey castle
models and Year 8 pupils currently studying the Tudors,

have been creating “Potatoes in the style of Elizabeth I” (!)
These have been displayed in the library.

97 Year 9 pupils visited the London Dungeon and had an
informative and spine-tingling journey through the history
of our capital city. Highlights included meeting Sweeney
Todd and Jack the Ripper! Later they visited the Jewish
Museum where they listened to a talk by a Holocaust
survivor who travelled to England as a child on the kinder
transport. This was an incredibly moving experience for the
pupils and staff.

The Battlefields Trip 2014 will depart on 4th April for four
days. 48 pupils and 5 staff will visit several cemeteries and
sites and pupils will be laying a wreath at the Last Post
Ceremony at the Menin Gate. A full report will feature in the
Summer Park News!




Student Investor Challenge

9 teams of 4 students signed up to play the Student Investor
Challenge at www.studentinvestor.org . Our winning team
RHINOCEROS finished 897 out of 8000 teams nationally.
Well done to Ben Hyde, Matthew Johnston, Callum
Choules and Jack Whiterod, (all in Year 9). Six of our teams
were placed above the experts’ team from the Ifs University
College. Over 8000 teams across the country entered the
competition this year. Rod McKee, Vice Principal of IFS
University College, visited the school to explain to students
in Years 9, 10 and 11 how the competition works and to give
some trading tips.

Maths/Tech Day

On Thursday 27th February the Park School organised a
Maths / Technology Day attended by 261 students from
our partner primary schools. Activities included building

a catapult in Technology, a Maths Treasure Hunt, using
WordPad, a computer room session and a session with the
Happy Puzzle Company in which students were introduced
to a variety of challenging puzzles. These puzzles required
students to work together in teams and carefully develop
strategies in order to find a solution. At lunchtime the
students were entertained by music from a school band
“The Underground” (Tom O’Leary, Joe Kinton and Jacob
Houghton) and singing from Dion Sheppard, followed by The competition is open to students aged 14 - 19 who are
ball games outside. given £100,000 to invest on the stock market. The Student
Investor Challenge is the most realistic share dealing
competition and is very popular nationally. Contact Mrs
Thomas for more details.

Year 7 Science in Space!

Year 7 students have been making models of the solar
system as part of their space topic. Our photo shows those
in 71 awarded Gold, Silver and Bronze Certificates for their
outstanding achievement.

The day concluded with prizes awarded to students who
had shown the best teamwork throughout the course of
the day and all students were rewarded with a Park School
pencil, ruler and rubber! Everyone had an enjoyable day.
Particular thanks goes to the Year 9 students who assisted
throughout the day.

17. S0 Much to Do!




Friends of Park

The February Quiz - a big thank you to all the parents and
friends who helped to make this event a great success.
£235 was raised!

If you would like to offer help and support in any way the
‘Friends of Park’ would love to hear from you. There are
many ways in which you can get involved. We support

the school by providing refreshments at parents’ evenings,
concerts and other school events, holding fundraising
activities and generally supporting pupils, teachers and
areas of the curriculum. Meetings are informal and friendly
and held once a term.

At present we are looking for some more people to join the
committees as refreshments co-ordinator and fundraising
co-ordinator. If you have a few hours to spare please let us
know.

Contact the Secretary: christinefarr@hotmail.com

Paula Dunkin, Chair

We need your support!
Please join us!

We have entered an U13 novice team, two U13
intermediate teams, an U15 intermediate team and an
U15 boys’intermediate team into the Schools Gymnastics
Competition. It takes place at Falcon Gym Club on Sunday
30th March. Please come and support us! We have done
extremely well in previous years!

Inspire to Aspire

Following the successful evenings held in the Autumn
Term, two further events have taken place this term. Local
author and historian Berwick Coates gave a fascinating
insight on the trials and tribulations of writing a first novel:
the March event looked at Careers in the 21st Century
where a panel of people with differing occupations ranging
from a QA Project Specialist, Astronomer, Environmental
Biogeochemist and an Operational Support Manager for
South West Water tried to convince the audience that they
had the best job! This was followed by a practical activity
where teams worked on a decision-making scenario before
giving presentations to the panel of judges.

April 2nd is planned as an evening looking at C.S.I. type

of activity. Who did it? How do they solve crimes? You
needed to be there to find out! Our final event in this
programme for the year will be on Wednesday 7th May,
with the theme “There’s more than one way to do it!” with
an entertaining presentation and audience participation,
looking in particular at Maths and Engineering. Be prepared
to come along and think outside the box!

Free tickets are available from reception.

18. School Life

Design and Technology
with Mr Blincow in the
Primary Schools

Pupils worked on several projects
1. Using computers to design a ‘distress signal’ that
would alert people on earth that a space ship was
being attacked by aliens!

2. Using computers to control the movements of a
remote controlled ‘planet buggy; used to pick up
various rock samples and to explore the planet’s
surface.

3. They designed and made an air powered rocket. This
involved using a range of different diameter pipes
to form card cylinders. The cylinders had wings/fins
fixed to them. Air was forced into the cylinder causing
the rockets to fly. Lots of testing, evaluation and
modifications were made to make the rockets fly the
furthest and straightest!

4. Planet vehicles/devices were made using the KNEX
construction kit. This allowed for real imagination and
creativity to come to the fore.

5. The pupils collected ‘junk’and then designed and
made vehicles/robots/devices/ signalling devices -
all kinds of things! This let them go wild with their
imagination again!

Foundation and Yr 1s were provided with a template for the
different diameters of pipe and a means of fixing the wings
to the outer cylinder. They were given some assistance
with the rocket making and used standard sized wings. The
computer programming was of basic turning LEDs on and
off in a simple sequence.

Yrs 1 to 3 were provided with a range of wing templates
but had the opportunity to place them where they thought
they would be most effective. The KNEX models were very
creative and their verbal explanations about what parts did
what were very descriptive and imaginative. The computer
programming was of turning LEDs on and off using a set of
sub-routines.

Yrs 4 and 5 designed their own wing shapes and modified
their designs as they modelled them. The computer
programming included a range of sub routines to create the
LED signal and some were able to control the movement of
the buggy.

Yr5 and 6 had complete control of their own designing
testing and evaluating for the rockets. The KNEX models
were more ‘meaningful’ and detailed. All completed

the computer programming, turning LEDs on using sub
routines and controlled the buggy on its mission to explore
a hostile environment.

This involved Yrs 2, 3 and 4 designing and making an air
powered rocket. This involved using a range of different
diameter pipes to form card cylinders. Lots of testing




and measuring of distances travelled took place. Wings/
fins were added and new tests completed to see if

any improvement was made. Testing, evaluation and
modifications were made to make the rockets fly the
furthest and straightest.

Planet vehicles/devices were made using the KNEX
construction kit. This allowed for real imagination and
creativity to be used.

Yr 5 designing and making torches.

The pupils used Word to create a suitable outline and then
change them into 3D images. The different colour choices
were made and their best idea identified. This introduced
them to the idea/concept of CAD.

They came up to Park and used coping/junior hacksaws/
files/abrasive papers, to shape their HIPS material, before
fitting the electronics parts together. They then used the

pillar drill in order to fix a keyring to the torch.

The Textiles Club

The Textiles Club held each Wednesday from 3:20 to 4:30pm
is open to Years 7, 8 and 9. So far the group have produced
small bags, hanging hearts, Christmas decorations,
stockings, bunting and pencil cases, learning a range of
construction skills and techniques. See Mrs Heale in Room
10 for more details.

Year 7 Technology Club

A new Year 7 Technology Club has started this half-term on
Tuesday evenings after school in Room 18 with Mr Rowe,
Head of Key Stage 3 Technology.

The aim is to give students the opportunity to explore
Technology through fun activities.

Current Year 7 pupils are using Lego kits with the new
MINDSTORM EV3 ‘programmable brick’ to make a working
robot!

The aim will be to develop programming and making skills
SO we can compete against other schools in the area.

Please come and join us!

19. School Life

The School Library/
Learning Resources Centre
(LRC)

Back by popular request, the Golden Ticket Event took
place in the LRC during February. Wrapped library books
of different levels of difficulty were available to borrow

- the idea being that students didn't know what they
were getting. A completed review slip earned a choice of
bookmark and five lucky winners found “Golden Tickets”
hidden in the books. The Year 7 winners were: Bethany
Partridge, Brendan Chadwick, Lucy Wells, Eden Duke,
Shannon Foster, Adam Trzaska, Sophie Hingston, Chelsea
Gibbs, Chloe Soper, Reece Johns, Sohie Ranger and
Chelsea Gibbs who each won books. Dionne Blackburn
won in Year 8 and Connor Kavanagh in Year 9.

Another successful Fair was held at the end of February
which enabled us to obtain 24 new books for the library!
Thanks to people who supported this event. Students were
able to use their World Book Day tokens to receive £1 off
any book they purchased from the Fair and there was also
stationery and posters.

Welcome to Madison Pounds (Year 8) who has joined the
team.

Have you looked under your bed recently, or on top of your
wardrobe? There are too many overdue books which we
need back in the Library. If you are not reading them, bring
them back and let someone else borrow them. If you have
them for too long, various sanctions come into effect and
you may end up with a detention or a bill!

Year 11 students with overdue books will not have their
Leavers’forms signed!

Book tokens have been awarded to the following students
for the most books borrowed from the Library during the
Spring Term: Megan Dewberry (Year 7), Sam Foster (Year
8), Connor Kavanagh (Year 9), Holly Madge (Year 10) and
Thomas Smyth (Year 11). Well done!




Building for Success -
Our Pathway Ahead for
Further Improvement

Education is both a personal experience for each of us and
a crucial community component of our society, bringing us
all together, sharing collective values, culture and history.

We all want our children to do well - and it can be a strain
keeping up with the national ‘expected level, meeting
targets and fitting everything into very packed days!

Similarly, we all hope that education will help our children
to succeed for a better life. Why is it then that children in
other countries appear to be achieving so much better than
ours? Itis largely because each has developed a distinct
philosophy of approach that has been carefully constructed
and refined to meet that country’s particular character and
aspirations:-

« Finland scores highly in all of the league tables and
has developed a high quality national approach that
respects education and gives it a premier status and
position in national life. Their teachers are regarded as
society’s champions, tasked to raise standards for the
next generation via a measured and well thought out
national approach and culture.

- Far Eastern countries, South Korea and China, for
example, base their education systems on a pressure
cooker anxiety approach that leads to intense pupil
stress and all that can flow from that, especially
when the school day extends on every day towards
midnight!

+ Other countries like Poland are carefully building
more thoughtful approaches that match their national
character and serve their young people well.

The challenge is for us to work together to develop
approaches that help our students to succeed and enjoy
their teenage years. Whilst part of a complex national
process, guided and driven by government and Ofsted, we
have the opportunity to work together more effectively
within our own school community and more broadly.

The Co-operative Approach
—The Park Community Co-
operative Learning Trust

We have brought together students, parents, teachers and
other community supporters to seek new ways of meeting
and working together to help all of our students.

Within the Co-operative Trust approach, everyone is
encouraged to become involved through what is called
the School Forum. Volunteers have now set it up and it is
beginning to explore just what might be achieved if ways
can be found to reach out to all of you to become involved
as much as you feel able to.

20. Co-operative Approach

Your current representatives are:-

1 Trevor Searle 9JS/C 1 Ms Alexander
2 Matt Crocker 10RK/D 2 Mr Blannin
3 Kieran Smale 9PR/F 3 MrHall
4 Harvey Andrew 9CL/K 4 Mr Horton
5 Kyle Darragh  9NY/R 5 MrHampton
Who represent students through
the House and School Councils
1 Neil Hookway (BenY8)
2 Nicole Morrish (James Y8, Matthew Y11)
3 Dawn O’Brien (Eve Y8)
4 Michelle Rippon (JackY8)
5 Karen Sandwell (RhysY10)

Who represent parents/carers through the Parent
Partnership sessions that all parents are welcomed to
attend.

1 Dru Bryant
2 Amelie Isaac

(Gregory Y11)
(RyanY11, BeaY9)

Currently we have only two representatives and we seek
others in the business/voluntary/broader community to
join us.

We must aim to make education a positive experience for
everyone as it has such an impact on life - and whether
individuals are motivated to continue to learn and
develop further throughout life to be able to access the
opportunities that could open up for them. Hence, by
becoming involved we not only help individuals but also
play a part in building a community ethos that helps to
shape future generations.

Life is a challenge for each of us, but by working together
in a Co-operative approach, sharing ideas and different
perspectives, hopefully we can play our part in helping this
school to improve further in all that it is able to do for each
of our students.

Please join with us. My thanks.

David Atton, Headteacher

Term ends for Easter at 3.20pm on Friday 4th April 2014

The Summer Term begins at 8.50am on
Wednesday 23rd April 2014




