SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date

Event

Mon 9th March

Head Prefect Nominations
Raleigh Prefect Assembly 3pm

Tues 10th March

Drake Prefect Assembly 3pm
Y7-10 Netball League 7 (Home) 3.30pm-5.15pm

Weds 11th March

Fortescue & Chichester Prefect Assembly 3pm

Thurs 12th March

Kingsley Prefect Assembly 3pm
Year 10 Exams Start until 20th March

Sat 14th March

Ten Tors 8 (Dartmoor) 2 days

Headteacher Update
As you may expect included in this week's bulletin is a coronavirus update. Please take the time to read this and
respond to our google form survey.

Chichester Road - Police parking checks
I have regularly reminded parents in our weekly bulletin that for those parents who pick up/drop off students in cars
that Chichester Road is a private road. We have been consistently contacted by local residents who are worried
about road safety due to the large volume of parents using this area and have today been contacted by the police.
We have been advised that the police will now be making regular checks in this area and any offending
vehicles may be ticketed.

Student Success Last Weekend
Congratulations to our Gymnasts and Youth Speaks performers who were #ParkStars last weeked. Individually
and as teams they performed well claiming many prizes, awards and podium places. The Intermediate Youth
Speaks team were successful in reaching the South West regional final of the competition.

COVID19/CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
A large section of our bulletin this week is dedicated to a Covid19 update. We have also sent this information in a
separate email today, just to ensure that all parents/carers read this.
Please read carefully and respond via our Google Form

This letter contains information regarding the Covid19 virus and the response from The Park Community School and The
Tarka Learning Partnership. It contains:●
●
●

General updates & our planning, including a request for information from parents.
Updates regarding forthcoming school trips.
Updates regarding public examinations (GCSEs).

General Updates
As you will be aware coronavirus (COVID19) has continued to spread across the world, including here in the UK. The
Tarka Learning Partnership and the Head Teachers of each school have been working closely together to ensure a
sensible, proportionate response to the advice given to schools by the Government and Public Health England.
As a group of Head Teachers, we do not wish to make students anxious and that they continue to enjoy learning and
being with their friends. Nevertheless, as teachers we take seriously our responsibility to care for students. At this
stage we are putting an emphasis on student personal hygiene; washing hands regularly and properly, disposing of
tissues and seeking advice from teachers/support staff and parents/carers should they feel unwell. Your support in
these matters will be welcome.
We can confirm there have been no confirmed cases at Park or any of the Trust’s schools.
The Trust with the schools, have created a detailed risk assessment/action plan to support and manage each school. We
have collectively considered the advice from the Government and Public Health England with plans covering:●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Student/staff wellbeing.
Support for students with individual health conditions.
Hygiene expectations for visitors and contractors onsite.
Management of any possible closure if directed by Public Health England and the resulting cleaning required by
public health.
Information and posters to reinforce hygiene standards and minimising risks.
School continuity, timetable and access to online learning platforms.
Contingency for public exams in association with Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ).
Enhanced stock of anti-bacterial handwash (this has been readily available in several areas across the school)
and supplies of tissues.
First aid procedures have been updated in-line with the latest guidance from Public Health England.

Furthermore we have:●
●

Educated students through tutor discussions and assemblies regarding Covid19 and what students can do to
protect themselves and others.
Enhanced our daily and evening cleaning routines to ensure they are compliant with the latest guidance.

Travel in the Easter Holidays
We are aware that the Easter holidays are only 3 weeks away and some families may be travelling overseas. To ensure
that the school is aware of your family's travel outside the UK and in particular to category 1 and 2 countries or areas
within a country, please could you complete the attached Google Form to assist with our planning. This information will
remain confidential, securely stored and only used in Covid19 planning and decision making. Please complete the

Google Form linked below by Friday 20th March 2020. This will ensure that if 'category 1 and 2' countries increase over
the coming weeks the school is aware of your travel arrangements.

Click here to complete the Google Form if you anticipate travelling in the Easter holidays
Countries and specified areas affected by COVID-19 with implications for returning travellers or visitors
arriving in the UK.
If you are travelling overseas we would ask that you read the guidance below:
What to do if a pupil or students in your educational setting have travelled from any Category 1 specified
country/area in the past 14 days
If an individual falls into this category, contact NHS 111 for further advice:
●

if they are currently well, they should self-isolate for 14 days and you should follow the advice as above for
contacts of confirmed cases in the educational setting. Students will not be allowed into school if they have
travelled to a category 1 area until 14 days have passed in order to protect other children, families and staff
within school;

●

if they become unwell please call NHS 111 immediately for them to be assessed by an appropriate specialist.
You should follow the advice as above for contacts of confirmed cases in the educational establishment. If they
require emergency medical attention, call 999 and tell the call handler or ambulance control that the person has
a history of recent travel to risk areas for COVID-19.

What to do if a pupil or student has travelled from a Category 2 specified country/area in the last 14 days
If they are currently well:
●
●
●
●
●
●

they are advised to self-isolate only if they develop symptoms;
they can continue to attend work or education;
they do not need to avoid contact with other people;
their family do not need to take any precautions or make any changes to their own activities;
testing people with no symptoms for COVID-19 is currently not recommended;
it is useful to always take a mobile phone with them when they go out so that they can contact others if they do
become unwell.

If they become unwell:
●
●
●
●
●

they should stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as they would with other flu viruses (see this
home isolation advice sheet);
they (or a family member, colleague or member of staff) should call NHS 111 immediately for them to be
assessed by an appropriate specialist, as quickly as possible;
they should stay at home and should not attend work or education;
they should not go directly to their GP or other healthcare environment;
if they require emergency medical attention, call 999 and tell the call handler or ambulance control that the
person has a history of recent travel to risk areas for COVID-19.

School Trips
We have also spent considerable time reviewing and evaluating forthcoming school trips and have already been in
contact with parents of students who are participating in our Easter Ski Trip.
We are aware that some parents and students will be giving consideration to other planned trips, including:
●

Ten Tors, London Expressive Arts Trip, Geography/Science fieldwork, Bristol, Normandy, Torquay and New York.

At the time of writing, we are in contact with our travel companies and insurance providers. For several trips,
non-refundable deposits have been paid to our travel companies. FCO advice and information is updated daily, but

whilst travel restrictions are not in place, if the school were to cancel any trips, then payments made to date would not
be covered under our insurance scheme and are therefore not refundable. Similarly, if a parent decides to withdraw a
student from an activity, this is not covered under school insurance and a full refund is not possible. You may wish to
check your own insurance policies as a precautionary measure at this time, you may want to ensure it covers your child
travelling independently.
We appreciate there will be concern and implications for all parents and the school. We will continue to monitor each
activity and will clarify any key payment / cancellation deadlines and communicate with parents accordingly. We are
meeting next week to review the latest updates and consider responses from parents regarding our ski trip.

Public Examinations (GCSEs)
Understandably, there may be some concern regarding this summer’s exam series with regards to the spread of
coronavirus and recent news stories about school closures. The school is constantly monitoring all advice issued and will
act in accordance with this advice as it changes.
As you would expect, we have an Exams Contingency Plan in place which is prepared annually to deal with exceptional
circumstances. This is based on the Joint Council for Qualifications’ (JCQ) Joint Contingency Plan. We will use our
contingency plan in-line with any updated advice from the JCQ and Government should exams be affected either locally
or nationally.
The current Government advice is to carry on preparing for exams as normal. If there is a situation that causes
examinations to be impacted, the Government will issue guidance on what schools should do regarding GCSE exams and
we will follow this so students will not be penalised. We also have contingency plans in place to support teaching and
learning if the school was to be disrupted by the coronavirus outbreak.
To ensure the risks are reduced of infection impacting Park School, it is important that we all follow the Government
advice with regards to basic hygiene strategies such as regular, thorough hand washing.
Please reassure your son/daughter that we are taking every measure we can to ensure their studies and exams are not
disrupted.
If you do have any further questions regarding exams, please feel free to contact either Mr Tamlyn (Deputy
Headteacher) or Mrs Nicholson (Exams Officer) via the School Office.
The DfE has opened a coronavirus helpline for education centres, parents and students:
Tel: 0800 046 8687
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
We hope you understand that we have the best interests of all students at heart and we will ensure that we keep you
updated in the coming weeks, ensuring we take our responsibilities seriously, without unduly alarming young people
and their families.
Yours sincerely

Gareth Roscoe
Headteacher
The Park Community School

Andy Cotton
CEO
Tarka Learning Partnership

World Book Day
To celebrate World Book Day we enjoyed a glorious array of character costumes from both students and staff. We
had all sorts from Book Fairies, Harry Potters and Dr Whos to metaphorical War and Peace and characters from
Jurassic Park (that's right - there's a book!).
Students were also treated around the school to hearing teachers talk about their favourite books and why they love
to read. There was an 'our tutor group as a book' competition which asked children to create a poster of a book
which best represented them and was a lovely opportunity to talk about books while getting creative.
The whole day had a really great atmosphere and we're already planning our costumes for next year, so
watch out!
See our Facebook page for more images.

PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL LOTTERY
This Weeks’ Lucky Winner
Congratulations to MrsH who won £35.40

If you are a winner and would also like to donate your winnings back to the
school, we would be very grateful.
Have you registered for the Lottery?
If you have registered for the Lottery, please ensure you also set up your ticket.
People have registered to play the lottery, but have not bought a ticket, so are not
included in the lottery draw each week
How the lottery benefits your school
So far we have sold 123 tickets - each ticket costs £1 per week and 40% of the money raised goes to Friends of
Park school projects.

The lottery is a fun and effective way to raise money to improve our school. But we need your help to make the
lottery the best it can be, so please support the lottery today - and who knows, maybe you’ll be the next £25,000
winner!

For more information and to sign up click here.
SPORTS RESULTS

North Devon Schools Gymnastics competition
On Sunday 1st March, Park School competed in the North Devon Schools Gymnastics competition held at Kingsley
School, Bideford. Fifty gymnasts took part and what an amazing day it was!
The dedication shown not only on the day but in the lead up was remarkable. Students who were competing for the
first time ever or competing for the first time as intermediates held their nerve despite some tough competition!
As a school Park entered nine teams and all made the podium, in addition to seventeen individual awards!
Coach Mrs Rea said “What an amazing group of students we have at Park school. The students made the
countless hours of training so much fun. I would like to thank all the parents that have supported me throughout the
gymnastics season. I would also like to thank my amazing five Year 11 students, competing in their last ever
competition for the school, they have played such a big part in our club! They are Dan Mock, Millie Ayres, Emily
Hicks Holland, Molly-Mai Hingston and Indya Dunn - we will all miss you!

SCHOOL EVENTS

Join us for a Family General Knowledge Quiz Night on Friday 27th March at 7pm in the Dining Hall.
It will be a really fun night for the whole family (maximum team of 6 members, can be Student Teams, Adult
Teams or Family Teams)
Tickets are £10 per team and can be purchased from Reception. Or ring Tel: 01271 373131 to reserve a
ticket.

GCSE Drama Showcase
The GCSE Drama students will be showcasing their exam performances on Tuesday 10th March in the Drama
Studio at 6.30pm.
These performances are in preparation for their external exams the following week so please come along and
support their work.
We have scenes which vary from Willy Russell comedies 'Bouncers' & 'Stags and Hens' to Shakespeare's Julius
Caesar to existentialist comedy about Hamlet so there will be something for everyone!

SCHOOL TRIPS
Please ensure that you keep up to date with paying the instalments for any trips that your child has signed up for.

Torquay Residential
Please return the medical form issued to students last term as soon as possible. The next instalment is also due
for this trip.

Ski Trip 2020
We are monitoring the situation with regards to the coronavirus and travelling to Italy. We emailed all
parents/carers on 4th March with a ski trip update, which we would appreciate your feedback on.
Link to Letter

Ski Trip 2021 - Trip is Now Full
This trip is now full, if your son/daughter is interested they can still pick up a letter from pupil reception and return
the reply slip, their name will be added to a waiting list.

Ski Trip 2022
We will soon be advertising places for the 2022 trip. We will let you know when the letter is available.
It is a fantastic opportunity to experience something new, either skiing or snowboarding, or improve technique if
they are more experienced.
Videos of the Ski 2019 trip can be found by clicking below:
Full Film - https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug
Ski Fails - https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc
If you need to know any more details, please do not hesitate to contact Mr James: ljames@theparkschool.org.uk or
contact the school office.

MATHS INFORMATION
Maths Puzzle of the Week
Each week the maths department
issues a maths puzzle for students.
The Puzzle Of The Week can be
viewed on your child’s tutor group
notice board as well as on display
outside Maths 11.
They should put their solution in the
box in their Maths room by the end of
the week for a chance of winning the
weekly prize.
The winner for week 21 was Lleyton
Weston 11DG

KS3 INFORMATION
Year 9 Options Key Dates
●
●
●

From Monday 2nd March - Options Interviews
March, April and May - Timetabling and further conversations with students
June - Final subjects communicated with parents/students via letter

CAREERS (YEAR 9,10 AND 11)

KS4 INFORMATION
Year 11 GCSE Exam Timetable
The GCSE exam timetable has been issued this week to all students, we have also posted a copy on our website
under the “Events” menu. A link to the timetable is also provided here.

Year 11 Revision Session Timetable
Please see link to the current Year 11 Revision Session Timetable uploaded on our website under the “Events”
menu. It would be great if parents/carers could encourage their sons/daughters in Year 11 to attend these revision
sessions.

Year 11 College Interviews
Invitations for interview are coming through. Students should sign out at Pupil Reception and bring evidence of their
interview to sign out; this will save time getting permission to leave school. Students should take their Progress
Folder with them to the interview and return it to their Tutor after the interview.

Year 10 Mock GCSE & BTEC Exam Timetable
A copy of the Year 10 Mock and BTEC timetable can be found here and on our website under the “Events” menu.

Year 11 College Open Events
Please visit the college websites for more information.

Exeter College
Exeter College Showcase - 23rd April 2020
Kings College - Taunton

Open Day 21st March - 10am

DONATION REQUESTS
Girls Pants And Tights
We are part of the Red Box Scheme which provides free sanitary ware for students.
We keep in school girls pants and tights to be available when needed. Please hand any donations into the
School Office. We are currently short in stock of the following and would really appreciate any donations
from parents/carers:
Tights - Black Opaque 60 Deniers - All sizes
Pants - Black briefs - All sizes

Park Gardening Club
We are very grateful to have received donations of various garden tools.
We would still really appreciate any donations of garden gloves or seeds trays (we are
happy to reuse plastic fruit/vegetable punnet trays from the supermarket).
Please hand in any donations to the School Office where it will be greatly received.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
School Direct Initial Teacher Training Programme
North Devon Teaching School Alliance are holding an
Open Evening on Wednesday, 25th March 2020 at North
Devon Teaching School Alliance, Beach Road,
Woolacombe, Devon, EX34 7BT. If you are interested in
finding out more, please read the Are you interested in
becoming a Teacher Letter and view the flyer below.

