SCHOOL CALENDAR
Date

Event

Sat 16th Nov

Friends of Park Craft Fair at Park 11.00am-4.00pm

Tues 19th Nov

Parent Partnership Meeting 7pm in Room ICT3

Weds 20th Nov

Governors’ Tea 3.30pm-4.30pm in the Dining Hall
U14 County Netball Finals at Cranbrook School
Year 7/8 Football Final at Braunton Academy 4pm-6pm
Year 11 Football Finals at Bideford College 3.20-5.30pm

Thurs 21st Nov

Year 9 Parents Evening 4pm-7pm
U12 Triangulars Round One 3.30-5.00pm
Year 9/10 Football Finals Bideford College 3.20-6.00pm

Fri 22nd Nov

U15 Indoor Team County Volleyball at St Peters School, Exeter 10.30am-2.30pm
School Council Meeting 2.00-3.00pm

Check below to see if you have been sent a
letter/email this week
Year

Topic

11

Email for ICT students taking Imedia

FRIENDS OF PARK CRAFT FAIR - 16TH
NOVEMBER
Please come along and visit the Friends of Park Craft
and Cake Fair being held this Saturday in our School
Hall.
The stalls have all been booked, so there will be plenty of
crafts items and cakes to buy. A great opportunity, with
Christmas around the corner.
We free admission, everyone is welcome to attend.

Headteacher Update
Beyond the Classroom
It has been another busy and successful week for Park students beyond the classroom. The weekend saw some great
results in the Schools Cross Country Championship with our junior boys qualifying for the National Finals. The Year 11
(U16) girls played in the North Devon Netball Tournament yesterday in horrendous weather conditions, but the girls
showed amazing resilience and great skills. finishing 2nd overall and have qualified for the County Finals. Year 7
students visited our local Church as part of their Philosophy, Theology and Ethics course.
It was great to see so many ex Year 11 students return to Park on Monday evening to collect GCSE certificates and
awards. After the formal presentation from former Park student Dr Marsh, many ex-students and parents stayed on to
talk with teachers and share their stories of life beyond Park.

Assessment Week
The week of 25th November is our first assessment week in our new curriculum structure. Years 7 - 10 will undertake
assessments based on the application of the knowledge they have learnt over the first cycle of the year. Assessments
will follow an ‘exam-style’ format, be completed during lessons and consist of a few questions. The aim of the
assessment week is to provide students and staff with an understanding of what students have learnt and areas for
future teaching/learning. They will also provide an opportunity for students to experience exam-style assessments to
help them understand these and gain confidence in this way of working. Whilst it is right that students should prepare,
students should not be worried or anxious about taking the assessment and the results. The results will be useful for
students and staff but do not form any part of a GCSE or formal qualification; the outcomes are for internal use only.
Students should use their Knowledge Organiser Homework books as the basis for any revision.
Students in Year 11 will undertake their ‘mock’ exams. These will be a replica of the formal exams to be taken in
Summer 2020. Whilst results will be a benchmark as to possible future performance we are aware that many students
are able to add two or more grades to their final GCSE outcomes based on future attitude to learning.

Alumni News
Our alumni network continues to grow with over 900 former students signing up for the scheme. The alumni network
adds value to the school and our current students by providing an insight into the world of work and life beyond Park.
Ex students are invited back to Park to talk with current students, mentor students, present assemblies, awards and
GCSE certificates. If you are an ex student and would like to find out more please follow the link on our website.

Snow and Bad Weather Protocol
It is that time of year again to remind parents/carers of our Bad Weather Protocol, you can read the full policy on our
website under “About Park”, “School Policies”, “Parental Policies J-Z”, “Snow and Bad Weather Policy”.
Our default position is to keep the school open during periods of bad weather; This is to maintain our routines and
learning. However, oOur catchment area is wide with many students and staff travelling into Barnstaple. The weather
and road conditions vary enormously in different areas and we have to consider the safety of the school site and also
our ability to staff and have appropriate supervision. Making a decision regarding closure is complex and takes into
account many factors. We aim to make any decision as early as possible to avoid students, parents and staff making
unnecessary journeys.
The school will post information as soon as possible on our website, official Facebook and Twitter feeds. We will seek to
email/text parents where we have up to date contact details. Please check these sites first rather than phoning the
school as our switchboard can become overwhelmed and affect communications.

Use School Angel And Support The School
Can we remind all parents that the school works in partnership with School Angel. By visiting your usual online shopping
sites through our School Angel page you can raise funds for Friends of Park. Simply visit our school webpage and click
the link for School Angel to find out more.
Gareth Roscoe - Headteacher

Devon County Council SEND Survey
Devon County Council have asked us to share this survey with our Parents/carers:
Devon County Council are committed to improving the information available for parents and carers of children and
young people with SEND.
As part of this commitment, Devon are conducting a survey to find out about parents and carers experience of
using Devon SEND Local Offer website for advice and support.
It only takes a few minutes to complete and is anonymous although parents and carers can add contact details if
they are interested in helping with future research.
As you know, having an ongoing conversation with parents and carers is essential to ensure that information
services can be improved.

Thank you for your support

EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS
Homework & Football Club
Year 7 - If you would like to join Homework & Football Club on a Thursday 3:20pm - 5pm on the Astro - please
speak to Mr K-K at lunchtime, on the Astro.
The first session will be starting on Thursday 21st Nov

The Environment Club
Worried about the environment? Anxious about how climate change will shape your future? Come along to
English 1 every Monday lunchtime (bring your food) and start to make a positive difference.

SAFEGUARDING AND E-SAFETY
Devon and Cornwall Police - Press Release
The Devon and Cornwall police have asked us to distribute this press release to our parent/carers regarding the
rise in child “money mules”. Young people are often unaware that acting as a money mule is illegal, not being

aware of the provenance of the money going through their accounts. They are approached to take part online or in
person, including through social media, at school, college or sports clubs.

Parent Zone - TikTok Guide
More than 500 million people around the world – many of them children – regularly use the app TikTok to create,
view and share 60-second videos.
TikTok can be a great tool for self-expression and connect users around the world, so it’s important that children
are aware of the potential risks and learn how to use it in a safe way.
Read the Parent Guide, which is full of sensible advice about how families can make the most of the settings and
tools available to them.

South West Police Social Media App Bulletin
The Social Media App Bulletin link contains apps/websites of note that have appeared in Child Sexual Exploitation
or Abuse cases in the South West region for the month. The document may also contain apps/websites that are
prominent in other regions or are believed to be an emerging issue.

SCHOOL EVENTS
Mock General Elections
We are going to be organising mock general election on the 12th December so that all students can cast their votes
(just like Mum and Dad!).
If students have an interest in politics, I would love to hear from them. I need volunteers to present the different
parties ahead of the election week. Please contact Mrs Duthuit by email or in person.
Mrs Duthuit

Park Community School Lottery
Congratulations to Ms R who won £28.20 on this week's
lottery.
Our next weekly local prize draw will take place on Saturday 9th
November with a prize of £29.70.
A ticket costs £1 per week and 40% of the money raised goes
to Friends of Park school projects. Each ticket will also enter
you in TWO weekly draws:
1.
A jackpot prize draw for £25,000
2.
A £27 Guaranteed Local Prize Draw (this will go up as
more tickets are sold)
The lottery is a fun and effective way to raise money to improve
our school. But we need your help to make the lottery the best it
can be, so please support the lottery today - and who knows,
maybe you’ll be the next £25,000 winner!
For more information and to sign up click here.

Christmas Showcase 19th December
Make sure you put this special event in your diary, we are
now selling tickets from Pupil Reception.
Students from dance, drama and music will be showcasing
their amazing talents on the evening. Definitely an evening
not to miss!

MATHS INFORMATION
Extra-Curricular Maths clubs - For help with homework, revision and topics students need to improve on.
Year 7 to 10 Maths Twilight
Year 11 Higher Maths Twilight
Year 11 Higher Maths Twilight
Year 11 Foundation Maths Twilight
Year 11 Foundation Maths Twilight

Every Wednesday 3.20-4.30pm in Maths 5
Monday’s week 1 only, 3.20-4.30pm Maths 6
Tuesday’s week 2 only, 3.20-4.30pm Maths 6
Monday’s week 1 only, 3.20-4.30pm Maths 4
Tuesday’s week 2 only, 3.20-4.30pm Maths 4

Maths Puzzle of the Week
Each week the maths department issue a maths
puzzle for students.
The Puzzle Of The Week can be viewed on your
child’s tutor group notice board as well as on display
outside Maths 11.
They should put their solution in the box in their
Maths room by the end of the week for a chance of
winning the weekly prize.
Congratulations to week 9 winner Caleb Pirie

9MP.

Maths Formula of the Fortnight

Formula of the Fortnight can be viewed on a poster in your child’s math classroom, there will be a new formula put
up every other Monday. Your child’s challenge is to learn the formula each fortnight for the chance to win a termly
prize. At the end of the term your child will have the option to have a go at remembering the previous Formula of
the Fortnight from that term in a quiz for a chance to be entered into the prize draw.

SCHOOL TRIPS

Torquay Residential
The deadline has now passed to apply for a place on this trip. If you have not paid a deposit and you are interested
in a place for your child, please contact the school.

PoetryLive@Bath English Trip
Students should bring their register of interest slip back to school as soon as possible. The deadline is almost here
and only a few places are left. Please see Miss Purves in room Eng 8 with any questions or for a letter.

Ski Trip 2020
We still have limited places left on our April 2020 Ski Trip, if your
son/daughter is interested they should pick up a letter from pupil reception
and return the reply slip. It is a fantastic opportunity to experience
something new, either skiing or snowboarding, or improve technique if they
are more experienced.
Videos of the Ski 2019 trip can be found by clicking below:
Full Film - https://youtu.be/757sL_PXyug
Ski Fails - https://youtu.be/E8fp0VuSvQc
If you need to know any more details, please do not hesitate to contact Mr
James: ljames@theparkschool.org.uk or contact the school office.

New York July 2020
There are still places available on the July 2020 New York trip, however
there is only a few more weeks left where students can reserve a place on
the trip before we need to give final numbers. A non-refundable deposit is
required as soon as possible for £400. For those that missed the New
York Information evening, please see link to the New York 2020
Presentation
Students who are interested in the trip can pick up a letter from Miss Vidler
or a link is provided here - New York Letter.
Any questions students should see Miss Vidler in Maths 6.

KS3 INFORMATION

Year 7 Photos
To get your child's photographs delivered to school with free delivery, you will need to place your order by Tuesday
19th November. After this date, you will need to get the photographs delivered to your home address and pay for
postage.

KS4 INFORMATION

YEAR 11 EXAM READY EVENING
On Wednesday 6th November, we invited parents/carers and students to an “Exam Ready Event” providing talks
covering a range of practical tips and tricks, looking at specific revision and exam techniques. Here is a link to the
powerpoint presentation shown on the night. Powerpoint presentation

Year 11 Revision Session Timetable
Please see link to the current Year 11 Revision Session Timetable. This timetable has started, any future
amendments will be uploaded on our website under the “Events” menu. It would be great if parents/carers could
encourage their sons/daughters in Year 11 to attend these Revision sessions.

Exeter Maths School Taster Days
Thel deadline for Year 11 students applying to Exeter Maths School for September 2020 entry is
Monday 25th November. If applicants wish to participate in our Preparation for Entrance Test Workshop
they must apply by this date. The final deadline for applications is Monday 16th December.

YEAR 11 NCS DISCOUNT
NCS is for 16 and 17 year olds, to take part in social action projects and build skills for work and life. For more
information and to sign up visit their website https://wearencs.com/
The NCS website has gone live and students are now able to sign up online! In addition, the NCS Trust are running
a promotion whereby students will pay just £30 for the entire experience if they sign up before 30th November –
after this, the price will return to the usual £50.

Careers in Agriculture
Has your child considered a career linked to Agriculture?
Have a look at this interesting booklet to learn more about the range of careers within the agriculture industry.

Year 10 Work Experience deadline
The deadline to opt into work experience is Friday 8th November. By the deadline, students need to have
completed a mailable letter and a parent/carer permission form. If students do not know what they want to do for
work experience, they can write a letter to an organisation and write DO NOT POST on the top.

Year 10 NHS Work Experience
Any students interested in doing work experience with North Devon District Hospital should complete the NHS
Application Form for work experience. The Application Form is on the T drive, google drive, pupil reception and
here https://bit.ly/358b30Y
The application form and a letter of application should be returned to Mrs Thomas via Pupil Reception by Friday
29th November 2019.
IMPORTANT The work experience week offered is the 6 July 2020 which is a week earlier than the Year 10 week
in July.
Students who successfully pass the first stage of selection and are shortlisted will be invited to attend an interview
with Lucy Warner in January 2020.
Students should ensure their letter clearly states why they are interested in working in the NHS, their hobbies and
interests, any positions of responsibility they have held and any experience they have had in connection with the
NHS or medical organisations.

COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS
Please visit the college websites for more information.

Petroc College
Saturday 13th June 11am-1pm

Exeter College
Whole College Open Event - 20th November 2019

Whole College Open Event - 15th January 2020
Exeter College Showcase - 23rd April 2020

Exeter College’s second open event of the year will be held on Wednesday 20th November, 5-8pm.
A copy of the programme can be obtained by visiting their website:
https://exe-coll.ac.uk/open-events/ This is very much recommended in order to plan for the event.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
CHRISTMAS CRAFT & TABLE TOP SALE
This event is being held at Newport Church on
Saturday 23rd November from 10.00am to 12.00pm.
We have a number of wonderful stalls already
booked selling handcrafted items as well as fantastic
Christmas bargains.
For further information on our sellers, do check out
our page on Facebook Newport Church Hall Table
Top Sale. Please do come along and enjoy a festive
shopping experience together with homemade mince
pies and cake. We also have a raffle and all are most
welcome.

