
Tackling Pupil Premium Underachievement in your classroom
RL

Tackling the disadvantage gap in our school, and therefore our classrooms, is one of our top priorities

this year.  The achievement of Pupil Premium students is improved more than Non-Pupil Premium

students by highly effective teaching and learning.  The better we get, the better they achieve.  We

are supporting the closing of the achievement gap through high quality, joined up CPD and

personalised Coaching.

Our Mission

We are going to do this by ensuring that every lesson, everyday is good or better.  We are going to

ensure that all students everyday are challenged and supported, in equal measure, to achieve the

best that they can.  Many of you already have ideas and strategies which you have been using highly

effectively in your lessons for all students.  This document attempts to summarise some of the ‘best

bets’ which we have found at Park School works with engaging, challenging and improving the

achievement of all students, but especially Pupil Premium students.

We have taken feedback from the TLP review and the following three themes will be what is

monitored in classrooms to support Pupil Premium students.  Please make sure you are familiar with

the ideas and, perhaps, explore them through your Coaching CPD.
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Key interventions that work which we expect you to use and be able to talk through:

1. Increase the participation and

involvement of your Pupil

Premium students.

● Find out how your Pupil Premium students function; taking in their hobbies and

interests, their social context and academic background.  Build and use relationships

with the students to maximise their achievements every lesson, every day.  Make sure

they are known and visible to you and aware that you have and communicate high

expectations for all.

● Think carefully about where Pupil Premium students are sitting and who they are

sitting next to. Highlight Pupil Premium students on all your seating plans.

● When a task is set ‘Check for understanding’ of that task by asking a student to repeat

what they need to do for the class.  Use Pupil Premium students to do this and ensure

they will be doing what you need them to do to achieve.  Check in on their progress

during the task.  Use them as examples of good practice.

Research/Resources:

Weaving it all together: 9 key threads for maximising learning.

Five Ways to: Check for Understanding

Check for Understanding… why it matters and how to do it. #rEDSurrey21

“It's ok — Not everyone can be good at math”: Instructors with an entity theory comfort (and

demotivate) students
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https://teacherhead.com/2021/10/30/weaving-it-all-together-9-key-threads-for-maximising-learning/
https://teacherhead.com/2021/12/02/five-ways-to-check-for-understanding/
https://teacherhead.com/2021/10/17/check-for-understanding-why-it-matters-and-how-to-do-it-redsurrey21/
https://scottbarrykaufman.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Rattan-et-al.-2012.pdf
https://scottbarrykaufman.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Rattan-et-al.-2012.pdf


2. Increase levels of Oracy and Talk

for Learning for Pupil Premium

students in your classroom.

● Use effective questioning (Cold Calling) and Talk for Learning (Think-Pair-Share)

strategies to ensure that Pupil Premium students are fully invited, involved and

participating in the learning.  Make sure that they and their learning are visible to you

throughout the lesson.

● Maximise effective, dialogic classroom talk.  Use strategies, like Think-Pair-Share, to

allow full, detailed and managed Talk for Learning opportunities.  Build the confidence

and participation of all students in your classroom through effective engagement in

discussing the learning.

● Use Pupil Premium students to feedback from group discussions- foster and develop

their confidence and levels of responsibility in the classroom.

Research/Resources:

Oral language interventions | EEF

https://teacherhead.com/2021/12/01/five-ways-to-scaffold-classroom-dialogue

Everyday Routines 2: Everyone talking productively.Progression in Language Structures, Tower

Hamlets

Linguistic Cognitive The Oracy Framework

Keeping oracy going - Suggestions and tools for in-class and remote learning
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https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://teacherhead.com/2021/12/01/five-ways-to-scaffold-classroom-dialogue/
https://teacherhead.com/2021/04/26/everyday-routines-2-everyone-talking-productively/
https://www.themeadtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Tower-Hamlets-Language-Structures-2.pdf
https://www.themeadtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Tower-Hamlets-Language-Structures-2.pdf
https://voice21.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/The-Oracy-Framework-1-1.pdf
https://www.the-partnership.org.uk/files/school-improvement/oracy-primary/TH%20Oracy%20Hub%20-%20Keeping%20Oracy%20Going%20March%202021.pdf


3. Increase the use of subject

knowledge and vocabulary.

● Our knowledge organisers hold key information for students and can help them with

their thinking and working out of answers.  This is especially supportive for Pupil

Premium students as it enables them to develop Metacognition strategies to

remember the knowledge which they need to apply.  Use the Knowledge Organisers in

your lessons to help make key vocabulary accessible, visible and used within the

lesson.

● Use structures, or scaffolds, to support students- sentence starters or stems for

example to help them all reach the levels you are expecting them to.

● Model the outcomes you expect of students.  Use modelling structures, like I-We-You,

to ensure that all students understand your expectations and are supported to achieve

this.

Research/Resources:

10 Techniques for Retrieval Practice

Generative Learning poster

Five Ways to: Do Daily Review

Chen et al., 2017: Reflecting on, and planning to use learning resources improved

performance in statistics among undergraduate students

Metacognition and Self-regulated Learning | EEF
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https://teacherhead.com/2019/03/03/10-techniques-for-retrieval-practice/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58e151c946c3c418501c2f88/t/5b6d89984ae23782be1d22ac/1533905305675/Generative+Learning+poster.pdf
https://teacherhead.com/2021/12/03/five-ways-to-do-daily-review/
https://www.wiseinterventions.org/posters/reflecting-on-and-planning-to-use-learning-resources-improved-performance-in-statistics-among-undergraduate-students
https://www.wiseinterventions.org/posters/reflecting-on-and-planning-to-use-learning-resources-improved-performance-in-statistics-among-undergraduate-students
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/metacognition

