
Dear Parent/Carer

Please find enclosed your son/daughter’s second monitoring report from The Park Community School for this year.
As you are aware, we provide monitoring reports three times per year to help inform you of your child’s academic
progress.

Please find the usual information below to help with your reading of the report.

Pathways: Our monitoring system is based on five different pathways: Platinum, Gold, Silver, Copper and Bronze.
Each pathway is designed to be a challenging and supportive route from the start of KS3 to KS4. In each subject, the
students are assigned to a pathway based on their prior attainment, current ability and potential. It is likely that
students will be in different pathways for different subjects depending on their strengths. A range of information is
used to decide which pathway is appropriate for each student such as KS2 scores; baseline assessments; in-class
assessments; Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs); and professional judgement from individual teachers.

The majority of students will stay on the same pathways for each subject through KS3. This is because the
assessment criteria on each pathway in each subject has been designed to be more and more challenging as
students go through Year 7, 8 and 9. If a student is making “Expected Progress” on their pathway we are confident
that they are making good progress. If a student is consistently making better than expected progress in a subject,
we will move them up a pathway to increase the level of challenge. It is important to remember: no matter what
pathway a student is on, we have the highest expectations of all students and want every child to do the very best
they possibly can.

Pathways broadly give a trajectory towards GCSE grades in each subject (legacy GCSE grades in brackets):

·         Platinum 9/8    (A*/A)
·         Gold 7/6    (A/B)
·         Silver 5/4    (B/C)
·         Bronze 3/2    (D/E)
·         Copper 1       (F/G)

The pathway given for PE and Dance is different from other subjects, as their pathway has been given purely on
practical ability and the verbal communication of knowledge and understanding. This will mean that the PE and
dance pathway will not give a trajectory towards a GCSE grade as GCSE PE and dance have significant written
exams.

Progress: Students’ progress is judged against their Pathway and is reported as Expected Progress, Above Expected
Progress, Below Expected Progress. Teachers will use information from their Knowledge Quiz, Final Assessment and
in-class work to inform the assessment of progress.

Knowledge Quiz: These columns show how your child did on their Knowledge Quiz at the start of the Cycle and
again at the end. We are looking for students to have improved their score between the two assessments through
their KO Homework. If your child hasn’t made an improvement, it would be worth considering how they are doing
the Knowledge Organiser homework each evening to ensure they are completing it as explained in the Knowledge
Book. The result of the Knowledge Quiz is only one aspect of the overall assessment and prediction so isn’t an
indicator on its own. Missing marks are normally due to absence or restrictions within lessons meaning the quiz
couldn’t be taken.

Literacy Grade: As part of our drive to support students in improving their literacy, teachers are now giving each
student a literacy grade from 5-1 which we are reporting as a mean average. Grade 5 means your child is meeting
all of the Key Literacy Outcomes (KLOs); whereas Grade 1 means your child isn’t yet meeting any of the KLOs
consistently with a sliding scale in-between.

The KLOs are: make sure my handwriting can be read by everyone; write in a variety of sentences, using full stops
and capital letters; spell accurately, particularly homophones, high-frequency words and subject keywords; organise
my writing into paragraphs using a range of connectives and make appropriate use of subheadings and bullet points
if necessary; use a wide range of punctuation: for example, commas, apostrophes and speech marks.



Attitude to Learning (AtL): The AtL grade is from A-D. An A grade is excellent and a B means students are getting
most things right most of the time. Students with A and B grades with no more than one C grade and no D grades
will be celebrated on our AtL wall. This will mean they will be able to go on non-essential trips and visits and take
part in sports fixtures and events during the school day, including House Matches.

If they do not get on the AtL wall, each student has one opportunity to play their ‘White Flag’ so they can
participate in an event. To do this, they must speak to their Head of House who will give the student an AtL report.
If this is completed successfully (no C or Ds) before the event, they will be able to participate. They may only do this
only once per year.

Attendance: We set a minimum target for attendance at 95% for all students. It is important that attendance is as
high as possible as there is a direct link between attendance and attainment.

Should you wish to discuss any aspect further, please feel free to contact me or your child’s Head of House in the
first instance. If you have a query about a specific subject, please contact your child’s subject teacher or Head of
Department as appropriate.

Yours faithfully,

Mr C. Tamlyn
Deputy Headteacher


