
Long Term Learning Plan - Geography

Subject:

“Magic and Gift” of the subject Geography is a broad based academic subject which will open up options for
you in your future. Employers and universities see geography as a robust
academic subject rich in skills, knowledge and understanding. As a subject
linking the arts and the sciences it is highly flexible in terms of what you can
combine it with, both at GCSE and A Level. If you choose to take geography on
to university there are literally hundreds of courses to choose from and the
range of career areas accessed by graduates of geography will probably
surprise you.

Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on,
it is relevant and it is fun. Current GCSE courses are a good mix of topics such
as urban issues, world development, extreme environments, rivers and
hazards – to name but a few. The course will give you the chance to get to
grips with some of the big questions which affect our world, and understand
the social, economic and physical forces and processes which shape and
change our world.

There are so many ways of learning in geography. It is very practical, with
opportunities to learn new skills such as modern computer based mapping
(called GIS), map skills, interpreting photographs, fieldwork skills, presenting,
role play and debating techniques. You will improve your literacy through
your report writing and written work and make practical use of your
numeracy skills when you interpret data and construct graphs. Fieldwork, or
working outside the classroom, is a really important part of geography.
Whether you go locally or get the chance to travel further away, it will be a
brilliant opportunity to experience some of the things you have learnt about
in class, see things differently and of course have fun.

Careers (salaries) What job you could do
Your choice of careers is wide. You can pursue work specifically related to
your course, perhaps through a job in a local authority’s planning or transport
department, or in an environmental consultancy firm. Charities and
non-governmental organisations related to environmental concerns could be
another avenue of employment.
As with other degrees, you’ll have a wealth of transferable skills, which could
carry you into more general careers, perhaps in IT.
A degree in this area will also set you up for further study, either in the earth
and social sciences or in something completely different, such as teaching or
youth work.
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Notable high profile alumni (Park
School and “famous”)

Prince William, Bear Grylls, Michael Palin, Teresa May, Michael Jordan

Degrees and Best Universities
(Global?)

Post 16 Courses and Destinations A Levels; Petroc, Exeter, Crediton, Further Afield

Geography combines well with both arts and science subjects. Geography is
highly valued by universities as an A Level choice. The Russell Group report
(PDF) published in 2011 names geography as one of the eight facilitating
subjects. This is a subject most likely to be required or preferred for entry to
degree courses and choosing facilitating subjects will keep more options open
to you at university. In 2015 The Guardian identified geography as the
'must-have A Level'.

Your A Level geography course will cover both the physical and human
environments and the complex interaction of processes that shape our world.
It will also, importantly, show the applied side of the subject - how human
intervention affects the environment and how people adapt and mitigate the
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effects of processes on their environment.

You will learn in a wide variety of ways, using maps, GIS skills, data analysis,
photos, videos, and podcasts, as well as attending lectures and study days.
You will be encouraged to frame your own questions using higher level
thinking skills and show your grasp of complex issues through report and
essay writing. Fieldwork will be an essential part of your A Level course. You
may even get to go on a residential trip to experience a very different
environment to the one where you live. For example, you may visit an area
famous for its coastal, river or glaciated scenery as well as carrying out
enquiries relating to issues in your local environment.

GCSE Specification AQA Exam Board

Assessment Objectives and
Percentages in Examination
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Year by Year
Intent

Cycle by Cycle Intent - Clear Areas of Knowledge (big
topics), Skills and Assessment Objectives (linked to GCSE
Spec), Cross Curricular Links and Opportunities (where is
this topic/knowledge delivered elsewhere in the school
(and is that department more “expert”).

Where will this cycle be revisited/
where has is been taught before
(interleaving)?

Year 11: Key
intent of this
year

Exams - What Final Exams/NEAs will they take (and key
topic area if appropriate)

3 Exams
Paper 1 - Living with the Physical
Environment
Paper 2 Challenges in the Human
Environment
Paper 3 - Geographical Applications
& Skills (PRE-RELEASE week before
Easte)r

Cycle 14 The Challenge of Resource Management
& Geographical Issue Evaluation

Climate Change - Taught in Cycles 2,
5, 7 & 11, 12
Energy Resources & Pollution  -
Taught in Cycle 3, 12
Food Production Impacts - Taught in 2
& 4

Cycle 13
The Living World
The Changing Economic World

Living World Case studies taught in
cycles 8 & 9
Ecosystems Taught in Cycle 5, 7, 8 & 9

Economic World elements previously
taught in cycle 4 + Cycle 12

Year 10: Key
intent of this
year

Cycle 12 -
Urban Issues and Challenges
(Includes Urban Fieldwork)
The Living World

Urban Issues elements previously
taught in Cycles 3, 4  & 9

Living World Case studies taught in
cycles 8 & 9
Ecosystems Taught in Cycle 5, 7, 8 & 9

Cycle 11 - The Challenge of Natural Hazards Elements previously taught in cycle 8
& 6

Cycle 10 - Physical Landscapes in the UK
(Includes Coastal Fieldwork )

Elements previously taught in cycle 5
& 7

Year 9: Key
intent of this
year

Cycle 9
Development, Population & Rainforests

Elements previously taught in cycle

Cycle 8 Tectonic Hazards & Hot Deserts
Cross Curricular Links: PTE - Fairtrade -PTE

Elements p

Cycle 7 Rivers & Ice Deserts
(Includes Rivers Fieldwork) Previously taught: Fieldwork in Y7 &

Y8

Year 8: Key
intent of this

Cycle 6 Atmospheric Hazards & Geographical Skills
(Includes Coastal Fieldwork)

Previously taught: Fieldwork in Y7
And Coasts in Cycle 5
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year

Cycle 5 Oceans and Coasts
Cross Curricular Links:  Science- Ecosystems, Global
Warming, Geological Time

Revisited in Cycle 10- GCSE Hazards
Previously taught Weather & Climate
in Y7

Cycle 4 Globalisation & Migration Revisited in cycles 9, 12 & 13.

1Year 7: Key
intent of this
year

Cycle 3 Human Environments & Brazil Elements revisited in cycle 4, 9,12 &
13

Cycle 2 Environment & Climate
(Includes Microclimate Fieldwork)

Fieldwork Revisited in Cycles 6, 7, 10
& 12

Cycle 1 Geographical Skills Elements Revisited in every cycle
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