
11th February 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

As I’m sure you’re aware, this has been a particularly difficult week for the Park School Community as we said goodbye

to Caroline Mitchell on Wednesday.

On its way to the crematorium, the funeral cortege passed around the bus circle at the top of the school at about

10.30am. I would like to thank all of the staff, families and students that came to watch the procession pass by. I’m sure

that the sight of well over 100 people paying their respects to Caroline in this way was appreciated by her family.

The floral tributes at the top of the bus circle, by the sign for the school, will remain until after half term, if any families

would like to add to the ever-growing display there.

Covid

Current cases in school have reduced significantly over the past week and are now below the North Devon rates for the

0-19 age group. We have managed to reduce cases despite the removal of the requirement to wear face coverings

throughout the school. This is due, in the main, to everyone’s continued commitment and vigilance to maintaining a

clean environment and in regular testing. The latter has been particularly fundamental in ensuring that we have been

able to reduce numbers of cases through early detection.

Year 11

This afternoon Year 11 had their group photograph taken. Resplendent in their uniforms, they looked magnificent in the

Sports Hall, evidently proud to be a part of their school. I’d like to thank all the staff that helped organise this event -

with year groups of nearly 300, these group photographs are almost as large as some entire schools!

Half term

A reminder that this half of term ends on Friday 18th February at 3pm - students should return on Monday 28th

February, when they will be on timetable week 2.

Staff Training on Monday 14th February

Please note that there will be no clubs running after school and the school office will be closed at 3.25pm on Monday

14th February for essential staff training.

GCSE Advance Information

Parents and carers may be aware that Exam Boards released Advanced Information for the Summer 2022 GCSE Exam

Series. Our staff are currently working through the information received and are planning how to use this information

effectively with our Year 11s. Depending on the subject and Exam Board, different levels of information has been



released to ensure coverage of the curriculum and also to ensure that students and teachers are not able to guess what

the questions and therefore answers are. There is Advance Information for all GCSE subjects, with the exceptions of art

and design (because they do not have written exams) and GCSEs in English literature, history, ancient history and

geography, which have some optional topics or content instead which we were already aware of. All of this information is

publicly accessible via the Exam Board websites; our teachers will be ensuring that this is used effectively within the

additional guidance we have been provided. This link provides some FAQs for students on the Advance Information and

this link is an information guide. You can find a letter to students from Dr Jo Saxton, Ofqual Chief Regulator, below with

further links and information.

Best wishes

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

Careers  Fair - 16th February 2022

This year Park Community school will be holding its first Careers Fair. On the 16th February 2022 we will have experts

representing employers, educational institutions and others in our school hall to share their information and ideas with

our students.

As you will be aware our wonderful careers leader, Caroline Mitchell, sadly passed away recently. This careers fair is her

idea and legacy. She always wanted the best for our students and to give them as much care, love, support and guidance

to achieve whatever they wanted to in their lives and careers.

Throughout the day students from Years 9, 10 and 11 will have the opportunity to visit the Fair during their lessons.

After school, parents of Year 10 and 11 students can book a slot from 4pm until 6:10pm where they can come along with

their child and help support them make positive decisions about their future.

We hope that this Fair fully represents the ideas and drive of our beloved Caroline and helps students to continue

thinking about their next steps and futures. Bookings will be through Eventbrite - please follow this link:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/careers-fair-tickets-261125662887

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Students_FAQs_Summer_2022.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/JCQ_Advance-Information-Student-Guide.pdf
mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/careers-fair-tickets-261125662887


Letter to Year 11 students from Dr Jo Saxton, Ofqual Chief Regulator

Dear students,

In my job as Chief Regulator of qualifications I get to meet many students, teachers and parents from different parts of

the country. Speaking to students like you, who are getting ready for formal exams and assessments, it’s clear to me that

you want life to get back to normal and that you would like as much certainty about what is going to happen as possible.

For that reason the exam boards have, this week, published for you ‘advance information’ on their websites. This is

subject by subject, specification by specification, specific outlines of the focus of questions across many of your summer

exams. We’ve added a tool on our website which shows you what is available for each subject.

These materials are just one of the ways we are working to make sure that, despite the disruption caused by the

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, your exams and formal assessments are less daunting.

You will also get formulae sheets for GCSE maths exams and updated equation sheets for GCSE physics and combined

science exams, so you won’t have to memorise as much.

As well as advance information and formulae sheets, you will be supported by generous grading, which will provide you

with a safety-net to protect you from just missing out on a grade.

We will also publish videos, infographics and other materials to help those of you who have been prevented from ever

sitting a formal exam, to know what that feels like.

You can find more information at the following official sources:

● Rolling update

● Ofqual Instagram

● Ofqual blog

Best wishes,

Dr Jo Saxton Ofqual Chief Regulator

Covid Vaccine Letter from the School Immunisation Team

Dear Parents,

We are aware that several of the 12-15 cohort are reaching eligibility for their 1st and 2nd Covid vaccination at different

times and therefore may not be able to receive their vaccination when we visit their schools. NHS England are keen to

ensure that all children have the opportunity to receive their 1st and 2nd Covid vaccinations as soon as possible after they

become eligible. The vaccine centres have increased their capacity for this age group over the half-term to help to

support this. If you would like to have your child vaccinated with either the Covid-19 vaccination please book an

appointment the national booking system Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-a-level-students-in-2022?utm_source=letter_to_schools_colleges_7_feb_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advance_information
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ofqual-rolling-update?utm_source=letter_to_schools_colleges_7_feb_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advance_information
https://www.instagram.com/ofqual/?hl=en&utm_source=letter_to_schools_colleges_7_feb_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advance_information
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/?utm_source=letter_to_schools_colleges_7_feb_2022&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=advance_information
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


by calling 119. If you would prefer to ‘walk-in’ sessions accepting walk-ins can be identified via the ‘grab a jab’ website

Find a walk-in coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination site - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

Please note your child needs to be 12 weeks since a positive Covid test before they have their vaccination and there

needs to be a 12 week gap between the 1st and 2nd Covid-19 vaccination doses.

The vaccine centres that can be booked are:

Barnstaple Leisure Centre – EX31 2AP

Tiverton Local vaccination centre (formally Moorhayes community centre) – EX16 6BL

Lynton Chemist (Lynton and Lynmouth Town Hall, 14 Lee Road) – EX35 6HW.

Best Wishes

Immunisation Team.

Year 11 Prom

The Year 11 Prom is now live on My Child At School. This can be found under the 'Park School Trips' Menu. Please note, if

you are using the MCAS App once you have selected Park School Trips you will need to select 'Available Trips' from the

menu at the top. Parents of Year 11 students have been emailed directly, link to letter.

Year 11 Revision Sessions - History

Revision sessions are running for each group after their Thursday P4 lesson. The sessions will run from 3.20 until 4pm

and focus upon knowledge retention, exam technique and revision strategies. Please encourage your son/daughter to

attend to receive support with their revision process. Any questions please email your son/daughter's history teacher.

Introduction to Kooth

Kooth have organised an introduction for Parent & Carers on 22nd February. For more information and to book your

tickets please click HERE, to find out how Kooth supports children & Young People with Mental Health & wellbeing.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4oDNN-2bwyTqp61vS8hTPX825mU7C1C/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-kooth-for-parent-carers-sw-tickets-261803741037?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


Safeguarding

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G7DbJIWsFt9YxG8AzsCrXM3XMMgwUETn/view?usp=sharing


TLP Trustees

Tarka Learning Partnership are looking to recruit two Trustees to join the TLP Board. The closing date for applications is

the end of February.  The Trustee role is listed on the TLP website Current vacancies - Tarka Trust

Career Opportunities at Park School

Please visit our website for more information on our current vacancies:

● Cleaner

● First Aid Responder

● Exam Invigilator

● Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Charity Sweet Sale

Lily Brown 9MT is holding a charity sweet sale in aid of The British

Heart Foundation on Monday 14th February.  She has worked really

hard to raise funds to purchase all the sweets, obtain permissions

from SLT and design the posters.

Students can purchase sweets during lunch time in the language

corridor.

2000 burpee challenge!

Faye Mackenzie is taking part in a challenge throughout February. She will be doing 2000 burpees to raise money for the

Bone Cancer Research Trust! See how she got on in our edition of Park News later in the term.

https://tarkatrust.org.uk/work-for-us/current-vacancies/
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

