
14th January 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

Earlier this week I wrote to you to inform you about the sudden loss of one of our teaching staff, Mrs Mitchell. As you

can imagine this came as a deep shock to our school community with it still resonating as I write to you today.

During my assemblies with staff and students on Wednesday morning, I spoke about the inherent strength in the fabric

of a place like Park School - that sense of belonging, of cohesion, almost of family. The last three days have

demonstrated that, as one, staff and students have remarkable courage, resilience and compassion. The level of support

and comfort that they have given each other at this most difficult time has been as remarkable as it has been moving.

I would like to thank all of the parents and carers that have sent messages of condolence to the school and those that

have sent flowers. Some of you may have seen the display of flowers by the main entrance by the roundabout at the top

of Hiern Drive, and any further deliveries will be placed there.

Mrs Mitchell worked latterly as Careers Lead in the school and had plans to create a ‘Careers Corner’ near her office - an

area where students could chat in comfort about their future plans. We will, of course, continue to construct this area

and I will share photos of it when it is complete.

At the request of Mrs Mitchell’s family, the school is creating a Book of Remembrance that all students and staff will have

a chance to contribute towards. This is being led by the English Department, which seems most apt given that Mrs

Mitchell led that team for some time.

Mrs Mitchell was a highly valued and much loved member of the Park team. Students and staff, in conjunction with her

family, will be working on further ways for the community to remember Mrs Mitchell in the coming weeks and months. I

will keep you posted on these.

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


Year 7 Detention Arrangements

As of Monday 23rd January Year 7 will be expected to complete an after school detention for the non completion of

Knowledge Organiser and maths homework. This will mean should they receive a detention it is the same day and is

from 3.20 - 3.50pm - this will be communicated to Parents/Carers Class Charts accounts; please make sure you have

registered your email address.

Year 9 Options

Year 9 Parents and Carers will have received an email this afternoon regarding the Year 9 Options process. Please see the

school’s Option Webpage for more information including links to the Options Booklet and information videos.

In addition, from 4.00 - 6.30 pm on Wednesday 19th January, Mr Tamlyn, Mrs Mills, Mr Lewin and Mr Waldron will be

available to respond to any questions via the main school telephone number (01271 373131).

Year 9 Parents Evening - Thursday 20th January

Year 9 Parents Evening will be held online on Thursday 20th January following the release of the Year 9 Options

information. Please see the letter that has been emailed separately to parents of Year 9 students to find out more about

booking online appointments for the evening. Appointments will be available to book until 3 pm on Thursday 20th

January. If you do not have access to appropriate IT at home to carry out the meetings, please contact

ctamlyn@theparkschool.org.uk and we will arrange for you to carry out the meetings in school on one of our laptops.

Link to letter.

Year 11 Prom

The Year 11 Prom is now live on My Child At School. This can be found under the 'Park School Trips' Menu. Please note, if

you are using the MCAS App once you have selected Park School Trips you will need to select 'Available Trips' from the

menu at the top. Parents of Year 11 students have been emailed directly, link to letter.

My Child At School - Improvement to parent App

We are pleased to announce there has been an improvement to the My Child At School parent App. The Menu option

called "Dinners", now gives parents the ability to view your child's dinner purchases and payments made.

If you cannot see the new option, please check you have the latest app update.

Go to your app store > Search  "My Child At School" and click "Update" if displayed.

Daw’s Clothing Company Ltd are moving!

Daw’s are moving to premises at Affinity Devon, but are not yet open to the public. Please note that they no longer have

premises in Barnstaple. In the meantime, you can place orders online and have them posted to you via Royal Mail.

Please visit their website for more information. https://www.dawsclothing.co.uk/

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/year-9-options-2022
mailto:ctamlyn@theparkschool.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NyuqqO2I-Dl3-q6rOgMvG8b_g1fXA4jZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4oDNN-2bwyTqp61vS8hTPX825mU7C1C/view?usp=sharing
https://www.dawsclothing.co.uk/


Safeguarding information - Replika



How to stop COVID-19 spreading

Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without knowing; this is because they have no

symptoms. This makes it even more important that the following measures are discussed with your child and supported.

Do:

● ensure LFD tests are taken twice weekly; we advise Sunday and Wednesday evenings, please report results:

Click this link to report student test result to school - COVID19 Test Results Register for Students - School

Click this link to report student test result on the GOV.UK website - Report COVID19 Result - GOV.UK website

○ Please also make sure that a phone call is made to the school reception (01271 373131) for any positive

cases.

● wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds

● use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available

● clean surfaces often, paying particular attention to surfaces touched often (e.g. light switches or electronic

devices)

● cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze. Dispose of

tissues into a rubbish bag immediately and wash your hands

● wear a face covering in indoor, out of classroom, communal spaces at school and on public transport

● keep indoor spaces as well ventilated as possible – let the fresh air in, even if for a short period a day

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLEtS_OvPctYVAX051dcVu3s1kC7y9aVjGprnjL0WsqNuIpQ/viewform
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

