
25th March 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

A beautiful week for weather has allowed Park students the freedom to roam across the site at social times. The

atmosphere today, in particular, has been delightful, with many students relaxing in the sunshine, chatting and playing.

It has been a very busy week for sports and the Arts this week, with many, many students representing the school with

skill and pride. The SParkS Youth Theatre Company, for example, which meets every Thursday, has had some brilliant

news this week, having been accepted for a place in Barnstaple Fringe TheatreFest, running 23-26 June 2022.

Our site-specific devised piece is called The Journal of an Encouraged Girl and we are working with the festival at

securing slots performing within Barnstaple Library.

"A production developed by members of SParkS Youth Theatre Company, comprised of students and Ms Laurie Tarling

(Head of Drama). The story and characters are fictional but based on research of real events and characters from

Barnstaple's history of less-wealthy individuals using education and the support of the more wealthy in order to achieve

their aspirations. From Alice Horwood's School for Poor Maids in 1659, through the exploits of W.N.P. Barbellion in The

Journal of a Disappointed Man (late 1800's) to the present day; education, self-belief and external support are the

necessary components for individuals achieving their goals."

The other ‘half’ of the SParkS company are also working on a project, which is a scripted production called 'Over The

Wall' that we are intending to 'tour' to our partner Primary schools nearer the Summer.

In addition to this, three Year 10 students have been offered places on the British Youth Music Theatre week-long

Summer Camp. A great week for Drama at Park!

Events

A reminder that is a Non Pupil Day Monday 28th March and the School Office will be closed for staff training.

There will be a non uniform day on Friday 1st April - students should try to wear yellow and blue in support of the

people of Ukraine.

There will also be a non uniform day 8th April - this is to support our standard charities and will replace the day lost

when Storm Eunice hit.

The last day of term is Friday 8th April with a 12pm finish.



Sporting Events

English Schools Cross Country 19/03

Last weekend, three Park School students (Christopher Oliviera, Max Standen and

Caleb Pirie) travelled to Kent to represent Devon in the English Schools Cross Country

Finals. All three boys performed extremely well and came within the first 250 runners

out of around 360.

Christopher (see photo) put in an excellent effort to come 27th overall! This is such an

impressive result for a National level race and thoroughly deserved!

Devon Football - Leo Barraball (20/03)

Last weekend, Leo was chosen out of thousands of 16 year olds in the county to represent

Devon in a football match against Cornwall.

The game finished 2-2 and went to penalties where Leo confidently scored his! This is a

great achievement and we hope to see much more of Leo’s success in the future.

Year 7 Girls Netball Tournament

22/03

On Tuesday, the Year 7 A and B

teams played in the North Devon

tournament at Park. The A team got

through to the semi-finals after

coming second in their group. They

unfortunately lost to Braunton in

the semi-finals but then beat

Holsworthy in the play-offs to finish

3rd overall out of 10 teams. The B

team played a round robin format

and after a mixture of wins and

losses, they finished 5th out of 8

teams. Well done to both teams!!



Year 8 Rugby - Waterfall Tournament 22/03

The Year 8 rugby team continued their successful run on Tuesday during the North Devon waterfall tournament. The

boys were unbeaten throughout the tournament, with wins against GTS, Braunton and Bideford. The team have

performed exceptionally well all season making their coach Mr Blanchard very proud!

Year 10 Rugby Fixture - Semi-Final (23/03)

The Year 10 rugby team looked to finish the season with a high on Wednesday when they travelled to Chulmleigh for the

North Devon School semi-finals. The team were missing some key players and only had a small squad of 14 with no subs

so it was always going to be a tough game. They started well, with a try from Charlie Mock and then James Harley to put

Park ahead 12-5. Unfortunately, Chulmleigh had a strong team and started to push back, pulling away in the second half

so the match ended 26-12 to Chulmleigh. They still come away from the season as North Devon 7s Champions which is a

great achievement, well done team and Mr Slee!

Year 8 Netball (24/03)

On Thursday, there was more netball at Park, with the Year 8s playing in the North Devon Netball Tournament. The A

team smashed it in their group with wins against Kingsley 10-0, Pilton 11-2, Braunton 9-2 and Chulmleigh 8-5. The girls

therefore won their group and faced Shebbear in the semi-finals where they won 9-6 after a close game. They

unfortunately lost to a very strong West Buckland team in the final but took away silver medals which was a great

achievement, this meant they were 2nd out of 10 teams from North Devon!

The B Team also played but unfortunately didn't get enough points to make it to the semi-finals. However they still

showed great sportsmanship and played their best throughout.

Behaviour Around the Town

In the next few days all families will be receiving a joint letter from me and Graham Hill, the Headteacher at Pilton

school, with regards to the behaviour of some young people around Barnstaple. Please do look out for this.

I will also be writing separately to Park families next week to outline some steps the school will be taking to ensure the

safety and happiness of all students.

Best wishes

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


Year 7 Parents Evening 31st March 4pm-7pm - Reminder

The Year 7 Online Parents’ Evening bookings are now open and will close at 3 pm on Thursday 31st March. To access
your bookings please check your email for the link and user guide.

Year 7 Author visit and book purchase and signing

On Tuesday 26th April, Matt Dickinson (the famous author, film-maker and mountaineer) is coming to see Year 7. Your

child will be hearing all about Matt's adventures and writing.

Your child also has the opportunity to get a discounted signed copy of one of Matt's books for £5.00.

Students will have come this week with an order form on which they should choose which book/s they would like. Books

should be paid for on MCAS. Orders will  open from Wed 23rd March and will close on Tuesday 5th April.

Please make sure MCAS payments are made and order forms are back to your child's teacher by Tuesday 5th April so we

can ensure the books arrive in time for Matt's visit. We will be unable to accept orders after this time.

Kind regards

Marie Jones



Cake Sale proceeds for Ukraine

A big thank you to parents and students on tutor group 7PH who donated baked goods and students that spent or

donated money at the bake sale last week. The sale made a fabulous £250 which has been donated to the Disaster

Emergencies Committee Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.

Dinner money balance

Students are able to check their dinner money balance using their thumb or their PIN at the machines in Park Central

and the Canteen.

Parents/carers can check dinner money balance and top up using MCAS.

Free School Meal Entitlement

With the cost of living going up for all of us, you may feel your circumstances have changed and you may now find you

are entitled to free school meals. More information is available here Devon Citizens Portal.

You may be eligible for for free school meals if you receive the following benefits:

● Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by

earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).

● Income Support (IS).

● Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA).

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA).

● The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.

● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live


assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190).

● Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit).

Apply through Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant

decision. ALternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019.

Free School Meal Vouchers for February half-term

If you are a family who received a free-school meal voucher code for the February half-term but haven’t used it to get

your supermarket vouchers via Black Hawk’s ‘Select’ website yet, please do so by Thursday 28th April 2022 before it

expires.

Year 11 - Corbett Maths Practice exam paper

Corbett Maths practice exam paper (question and answers) for Higher and Foundation levels, £2.00 for a pack of 6 exam

papers. Available to purchase from MCAS School Shop and collection from Pupil Reception. (Deadline order day 4th April

2022).

Year 11 Photo Orders

Parents/carers of Year 11 students have received an email (not a MCAS message) with a link to order photos directly on

the Gillman & Soame website.

Please place all orders by 10th April to ensure you receive free delivery to the school where photos will be distributed to

your child by their Tutor.

Year 11 Prom

The Year 11 Prom is now live on My Child At School. This can be found under the 'Park School Trips' Menu. Please note, if

you are using the MCAS App once you have selected Park School Trips you will need to select 'Available Trips' from the

menu at the top. Parents of Year 11 students have been emailed directly, link to letter.

GCSE Advance Information

Parents and carers may be aware that Exam Boards released Advanced Information for the Summer 2022 GCSE Exam

Series. Our staff are currently working through the information received and are planning how to use this information

effectively with our Year 11s. Depending on the subject and Exam Board, different levels of information has been

released to ensure coverage of the curriculum and also to ensure that students and teachers are not able to guess what

the questions and therefore answers are. There is Advance Information for all GCSE subjects, with the exceptions of art

and design (because they do not have written exams) and GCSEs in English literature, history, ancient history and

geography, which have some optional topics or content instead which we were already aware of. All of this information is

publicly accessible via the Exam Board websites; our teachers will be ensuring that this is used effectively within the

additional guidance we have been provided. This link provides some FAQs for students on the Advance Information and

this link is an information guide. You can find a letter to students from Dr Jo Saxton, Ofqual Chief Regulator, below with

further links and information.

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4oDNN-2bwyTqp61vS8hTPX825mU7C1C/view?usp=sharing
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Students_FAQs_Summer_2022.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/JCQ_Advance-Information-Student-Guide.pdf


Jubilee Art Competition

The Art Department is calling all creative students to take part in a competition to create a portrait of the Queen in

celebration of the forthcoming Platinum Jubilee. You can use any materials of your choice including digital media. Please

come to the Art Office to collect some information if you would like to take part. The winning entries will be exhibited in

a Jubilee Exhibition in the Barnstaple Museum in June.

Year 10 Work Experience

A letter has been sent home to Year 10 students regarding work experience. A copy of the letter is here including

information slides from the assembly Year 10 students took part in to explain the process. Link to letter.

Lost Property

There are a substantial number of items in the lost property bins at the moment, if your child has lost anything in school

please can you remind them to come and have a look. as anything left behind on the last day of term on 8th April will be

disposed of.

Trip Payments

If you have booked your child onto a trip, please ensure your instalments are up to date as shown on the payment

schedule on MCAS. If you would like any support with this please contact the school office, tel: 01271 373131.

Career Opportunities at Park School

Please visit our website for current career opportunities http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

● Teacher of Science

● Teacher of English

● HR Manager (maternity cover)

Mental Health Workshop

We have sent parent/carers an invitation to join us on Wednesday 27th April for a workshop to find out how you can get

involved with our school to support your child's mental health. Please read the  letter and respond to the google form

linked within the letter if you would like to attend. Mental_Health_Support_@_Park_invitation.pdf

Ms S Langford, Assistant Headteacher for Safeguarding, Transition and Admissions.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Os2GxtYsoBT2AM95kkKbx-YLcx6LFsun/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ke1J3tZYx91R5MFJExjMWEeheZ2j0POP/view?usp=sharing
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us


Safeguarding Advice


