
4th February 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

Next week sees the return of the vaccination teams who will be delivering first and second doses on Monday and

Tuesday. Affected students would have been contacted externally by the provider.

I have described recently our slow return to something approaching normality over the last week or so. Can I thank the

vast majority of students and families who have made sure that the return to full uniform has been as smooth as

possible. It is fantastic to see how smart all of the students look as they arrive in the morning and as they move around

the site. With regards to Covid, our cases amongst staff and students remains relatively stable, with some peaks in some

year groups. I am confident that our adhesion to strategies including enhanced ventilation, CO2 monitors, wiping

surfaces between lessons and the enhanced cleaning regime have worked well to protect the school community despite

the relaxation regarding face coverings. We will continue to monitor numbers closely, of course, and are constantly

reviewing measures to ensure that we have a proportionate response should any case increases occur.

With this in mind, some tutor groups are exhibiting peaks at the moment, so please look out for communication from

the school with advice to temporarily engage in precautionary daily testing.

One sign of a return to normality is the scheduling of the Year 11 photo next Friday. The group photo is a tradition that

goes back many decades and I’m sure that there are many of you that still have yours tucked away in a box somewhere

or, like mine, gathering dust on a shelf! At Park the faces of the past look down on us from many walls around the site,

an important connection with the past. It is great, therefore, that this year we are able to reignite that tradition and I’m

sure that Year 11 will look magnificent!

School Closure

A reminder that school will be closed on Wednesday 9th February due to the funeral of Mrs Mitchell. 9th February 2022

School Closure Letter. Students will be provided with work for the day by their teachers to minimise any disruption to

the continuity of learning.

SPAR Shop - Newport High Street

Further to previous communications regarding the behaviour of students on Newport High Street and in the SPAR Shop,

unfortunately, some students have continued to behave antisocially both on the street and in the shop. Due to this, the

SPAR owners have decided that their only course of action is to stop students from using the shop - we understand that

this will continue until May. If your child walks home through Newport and/or uses the shop, please could you support

the shop owner by talking with your child about appropriate behaviours and that they should not be trying to enter the

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J-FDPqWd5BZFBFCpDTNodO5c9QyUhOIV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J-FDPqWd5BZFBFCpDTNodO5c9QyUhOIV/view?usp=sharing


shop. As you would expect, the school has phoned the parents of individual, identified students but we would also like to

draw upon the wider social responsibility of all.

Covid-19 isolation

If your child is absent from school, isolating, due to a confirmed Covid-19 test, we will mark their register with the full 10

day isolation period based on government guidance. If your child takes two consecutive negative tests from day 5, 24

hours apart, then they can return on the day of the second negative test. However, you must advise the school so that

our records can be updated and we can inform Devon County Council.

Year 9 Options

Please see the school’s Option Webpage for more information including links to the Options Booklet and information

videos for our current Year 9 students. The deadline for handing in Options forms is midnight on Monday 7th February

2022.

Covid and HPV Vaccinations 7 & 8 February

If you have consented for your child to receive the Covid or HPV vaccination they will receive a date and time

confirmation from their Tutor on either Monday 7th or Tuesday 8th February. Please ensure your child is aware that you

have given consent. Students can wear a T-Shirt under their school uniform blouse/shirt if they wish to.

Careers Fair

This year Park Community school will be holding its first Careers Fair. On the 16th February 2022 we will have experts

representing employers, educational institutions and others in our school hall to share their information and ideas with

our students.

As you may be aware our wonderful careers leader, Caroline Mitchell, sadly left us recently. This careers fair is her idea

and legacy. She always wanted the best for our students and to give them as much care, love, support and guidance to

achieve whatever they wanted to in their lives and careers.

Throughout the day students from Years 9, 10 and 11 will have the opportunity to visit the Fair during their lessons.

After school parents of Year 10 and 11 students can book a slot from 4pm until 6:10pm where they can come along and

help support their children make positive decisions about their future.

We hope that this Fair fully represents the ideas and drive of our beloved Caroline and helps students to continue their

thinking about their next steps and futures. Bookings will be through Eventbrite - please follow this link:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/carers-fair-tickets-261125662887

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/year-9-options-2022
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/carers-fair-tickets-261125662887
mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


PE Kit reminders!

Now students are back to wearing their full uniform, please could you help them by reminding them to bring their PE kit

to school when they have PE? You can see your child's timetable on the MCAS App or Portal. Choose Timetable from the

menu and change the date at the top of the page if you want to help them prepare for the next day or week!

Year 11 Prom

The Year 11 Prom is now live on My Child At School. This can be found under the 'Park School Trips' Menu. Please note, if

you are using the MCAS App once you have selected Park School Trips you will need to select 'Available Trips' from the

menu at the top. Parents of Year 11 students have been emailed directly, link to letter.

Year 11 Photo

The Year 11 Photo is due to take place on the 11th February. Each year we take a whole year group photo followed by

individual photographs. Year 11 Parents will receive an individual link by email after the event to buy online directly

from Gillman & Soame.

Year 11 Revision Sessions - History

Revision sessions are running for each group after their Thursday p4 lesson. The sessions will run from 3.20 until 4pm

and focus upon knowledge retention, exam technique and revision strategies. Please encourage your son/daughter to

attend to receive support with their revision process. Any questions please email your son/daughter's history teacher.

Careers Opportunities

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4oDNN-2bwyTqp61vS8hTPX825mU7C1C/view?usp=sharing


Safeguarding information

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RAYDkVXTOyDAMTtOIpBbwM_vuecCAaPw/view?usp=sharing


Snapchat

I would be grateful if I could ask for your support in checking your child's phone and having a conversation around their

safety if they are using Snapchat.

Please click on the link below for some guidance for parents on the use of Snapchat:

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat

Ms Langford, Designated Safeguarding Lead

UK Safer Internet Day - 8 February 2022

Stop Abuse Together: A new government resource to help keep children and young people safer from sexual abuse

Most children won’t tell anyone at the time of their abuse. That’s why it’s important for everyone to know how to spot

the potential signs of child sexual abuse and where to go for support if concerned.

The new Stop Abuse Together website (stopabusetogether.campaign.gov.uk) can help parents and carers learn to spot

the signs, have regular conversations with their child which can help keep them safer, and know when it’s right to reach

out for more support.

Talking to your child about online sexual harassment: A guide for parents and carers

This guidance for parents and carers is based on the voices of children and young people and gives tips to adults about

how they can support children to stay safer online. Talking to your child about online sexual harassment: A guide for

parents | Children's Commissioner for England

National Apprenticeship Week

National Apprenticeship Week starts on Monday 7th February 2022 and AllAboutSchoolLeavers is hosting a variety of

virtual apprenticeship events with a range of employers, including BT and AstraZeneca, throughout the week.

Students can register for these events for free here: Live Webinars | Virtual Careers Fair - AllAboutSchoolLeavers

There is an online hub for students, parents and careers advisers to access information throughout National

Apprenticeship Week 2022 and beyond.

Visit the hub here: https://allaboutgroup.lpages.co/national-apprenticeship-week-2022/

Free Careers seminars

Success Beyond School offers free-of-charge, live online seminars featuring career experts, designed to help parents

amplify their children’s career potential.

They have 5 fantastic seminars this term, including topics such as 'how to help your child choose their career' and 'how

to inspire young women to become entrepreneurs.' These events are for parents of students aged 12-18 and are free to

attend. Follow this link to register https://investin.org/pages/parent-events?mc_cid=9c80b43ed8&mc_eid=962205ff52

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-snapchat
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f6ac559d36&e=309b477afb
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-guide-for-parents/
https://www.schoolleaverfair.co.uk/auditorium/live-webinars
https://allaboutgroup.lpages.co/national-apprenticeship-week-2022/
https://investin.org/pages/parent-events?mc_cid=9c80b43ed8&mc_eid=962205ff52


Careers - Law, Finance & Politics

INVESTIN have law, finance and politics weekend courses which may be of interest. Please note although some of their

courses are free of charge these may be chargeable, click here to find out more law-finance-politics-weekends.

How to stop COVID-19 spreading

Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without knowing; this is because they have no

symptoms. This makes it even more important that the following measures are discussed with your child and supported.

Do:

● ensure LFD tests are taken twice weekly; we advise Sunday and Wednesday evenings, please report results:

Click this link to report student test result to school - COVID19 Test Results Register for Students - School

Click this link to report student test result on the GOV.UK website - Report COVID19 Result - GOV.UK website

○ Please also make sure that a phone call is made to the school reception (01271 373131) for any positive

cases.

● wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds

● use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available

● clean surfaces often, paying particular attention to surfaces touched often (e.g. light switches or electronic

devices)

● cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze. Dispose of

tissues into a rubbish bag immediately and wash your hands

● wear a face covering in indoor, out of classroom, communal spaces at school and on public transport

● keep indoor spaces as well ventilated as possible – let the fresh air in, even if for a short period a day

https://investin.org/pages/law-finance-politics-weekends?utm_source=UK+SCHOOLS+MASTER&utm_campaign=db55dddcac-bankersschoolmar_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bfccb03bbd-db55dddcac-137486351&mc_cid=db55dddcac&mc_eid=44799f5e5d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLEtS_OvPctYVAX051dcVu3s1kC7y9aVjGprnjL0WsqNuIpQ/viewform
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

