
4th March 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

A warm welcome back to the second half of Spring Term. I hope that those of you that were able had a good break with

your children and that you managed to come through Storm Eunice unscathed. With the exception of a couple of trees,

the school site survived largely intact.

Being relatively short, there is a lot to pack into this half of term.

With exam season creeping ever closer, next week sees the start of the GCSE Food practicals, so I would like to wish all

students the best of luck for these. Exam preparation continues for Year 11 with their second set of mocks, which are

due to commence on Monday 14th March. Mr Tamlyn, Mr Lewin, Ms Mills and the subject teams have been doing a

huge amount of work behind the scenes preparing to best support our students in the final run-in to the summer series.

I always use the analogy of athletes preparing for the Olympic final - our job, as coaches, is to ensure that our learning

athletes peak at exactly the right time to best achieve in their final exams. Too soon or too late, and they will not achieve

the grades they deserve, so timing and pacing is all, with revision and practice key - the students will be receiving lots of

advice and encouragement in the coming weeks.

As I mentioned in my last letter, it was fantastic to witness the top students at Park participate in Governor’s Tea before

half term and to see them reap the rewards of their hard work and great attitudes. Mid-March nominations for School

Prefects begin, so Year 10 students should watch out for more information to come.

Some early reminders - Monday March 28th is an INSET day so no students should be in school, and Thursday 31st

March will be the first parents evening for our Year 7 families. Friday 1st April will be a non-uniform day.

This week we received confirmation of allocation of first choices for the new Year 7 starting in September. I am delighted

to report that we will be fully subscribed for that year group, with a substantial waiting list. This is testament to the

quality of education on offer at Park School, and its standing and reputation in the local and wider community. We will

be in touch with our new families and students very soon with information regarding the transition process.

Finally, we would all have witnessed the terrible events unfolding in Ukraine over the last week. As a school community,

our hearts go out to the people of Ukraine - the images of displaced families and utter destruction have been appalling

and wrenching. As a school we have a number of ideas as to how we can support Ukraine and its people in the coming

days and we will be sharing these with you very soon.

Best wishes

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher



Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

GCSE Advance Information

Parents and carers may be aware that Exam Boards released Advanced Information for the Summer 2022 GCSE Exam

Series. Our staff are currently working through the information received and are planning how to use this information

effectively with our Year 11s. Depending on the subject and Exam Board, different levels of information has been

released to ensure coverage of the curriculum and also to ensure that students and teachers are not able to guess what

the questions and therefore answers are. There is Advance Information for all GCSE subjects, with the exceptions of art

and design (because they do not have written exams) and GCSEs in English literature, history, ancient history and

geography, which have some optional topics or content instead which we were already aware of. All of this information is

publicly accessible via the Exam Board websites; our teachers will be ensuring that this is used effectively within the

additional guidance we have been provided. This link provides some FAQs for students on the Advance Information and

this link is an information guide. You can find a letter to students from Dr Jo Saxton, Ofqual Chief Regulator, below with

further links and information.

Year 10 Workshops at PETROC

Petroc, are passionate about helping young people to

develop their knowledge and realise their potential and are

offering a series of free workshops to Year 10 learners from

local schools.

Each workshop will run for five weeks, and students can

choose from English literature, science, history and politics,

or psychology and sociology. The sessions will focus on developing a wider understanding of the subject

matter and its application in the world, and the good news is that they won’t involve homework or any

assessment! All you need is an interest in the subject and a willingness to learn.

The workshops will be held in their brand-new Institute of Technology at the North Devon campus in

Barnstaple and will run from 5:00-6:00pm.

Follow this link to book your place: https://year-10-alevel-workshops.eventbrite.co.uk

Please note: students will need to commit to all workshops. To sign up please choose the workshop you would

like your child to attend and answer all the questions including the parental slip.

Year 10 Work Experience

A letter has been sent home today to Year 10 students regarding work experience. A copy of the letter is here including

information slides from the assembly Year 10 students took part in to explain the process. Link to letter.

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Students_FAQs_Summer_2022.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/JCQ_Advance-Information-Student-Guide.pdf
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyear-10-alevel-workshops.eventbrite.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CHeather.Conibear%40petroc.ac.uk%7C7bf2629b4e9f473de47108d9fa9fa56b%7C5fd2b53d2d9e47f1b6aa99be0aaa12aa%7C1%7C0%7C637816385836677851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LAn%2BplJOw1o9%2BIV3OosdlbuoBoveLjS5tSmj25Qudhc%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ke1J3tZYx91R5MFJExjMWEeheZ2j0POP/view?usp=sharing


Autism Awareness Parent Programme

Babcock is running a course which is aimed at the parents/carers of children with ASD.

Is this course for me?

During and after a diagnosis parents and carers can have many questions about autism and may feel isolated in
managing their child’s needs. Children’s needs also change over time, and information and advice received when a child
is younger may need to be updated to be relevant for the child/young person today. Attending the Autism Awareness
Parent Programme gives parents and carers an opportunity to develop their understanding of autism and look at
practical solutions to managing and supporting presenting needs.

To access this course please register by following this link Parents and Carers - Communication and Interaction.

Year 11 Prom

The Year 11 Prom is now live on My Child At School. This can be found under the 'Park School Trips' Menu. Please note, if

you are using the MCAS App once you have selected Park School Trips you will need to select 'Available Trips' from the

menu at the top. Parents of Year 11 students have been emailed directly, link to letter.

#LookSusTellUs

Look Sus Tell Us is a campaign by Devon and  Cornwall Police to raise awareness of online child exploitation.

Take a look at their website for some information and videos for young people to help them understand when a new

relationship may be dangerous for them.

#LookSusTellUs | Devon and Cornwall Police

https://www.babcockldp.co.uk/disadvantaged-vulnerable-learners/send/communication-and-interaction/parents-and-carers
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H4oDNN-2bwyTqp61vS8hTPX825mU7C1C/view?usp=sharing
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/advice/threat-assault-abuse/look-sus-tell-us/


Free Counselling Service available  - Stop. Breath. Think

If you are a parent/carer and you think your child would benefit from professional counselling

support, take a look at this website for more information.

https://www.stopbreathethink.org.uk/parent/

Their service is available nationally to young people, aged 21 or younger. All sessions take place

virtually and they have a team of counsellors working with them who specialise in a wide variety of issues.

Let’s Talk Teenagers - free support sessions for parents

The free support sessions will be based on the principles of offering support and guidance at the earliest opportunity to

enable your child to have healthy relationships. There are 3 sessions, each 90 minutes, and delivered online. The

sessions will be run on consecutive weeks starting on the 8th March 2022 at 7pm.

Week 1 - How current community issues affect family life

Week 2 - Respectful relationships

Week 3 - Family strengthening

Follow this link to sign up on eventbrite: Let's Talk Teenagers Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite

https://www.stopbreathethink.org.uk/parent/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-talk-teenagers-tickets-266793405257?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


Safeguarding Advice - WHATSAPP

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hqeaeA6QAAC515Pd8kOPyAfk0lOqqzVA/view?usp=sharing


Career Opportunities at Park School

Please visit our website for current career opportunities http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

● Cleaner

● Exam Invigilator

Career Opportunities at Saunton Sands Hotel

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

