
7th January 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

A Happy New Year to all of our Park families!

As we enter 2022 we are in the position, again, of juggling optimism for the future of our young people and the school

with the shadow of Covid, and particularly the immediate impact of the Omicron variant. I wrote to you all on 2nd

January detailing our additional measures to protect our community in response to the government announcements the

evening before. I have to say that I am delighted with the support we have received from the vast majority of families in

implementing these measures, so thank you to you all for your kind comments and understanding. As it stands, our

initial testing of students is doing its job of uncovering a trickle of positive cases, but that means that it's doing its job! It

also suggests that the steps we have taken are working at the moment although it is, of course, early days.

The government will review ‘Plan B’, including all of the school guidance, on 26th January, so we remain hopeful that we

might be in a position to relax and rescind some interventions at that point. I will keep you posted. In the meantime, we

will try to maintain as much normality as possible to ensure that our students neither miss out on their learning nor on

the wider experience of secondary school.

Regarding after school clubs, extra-curricular activities and sports fixtures, we have taken the decision to look at these

on a case by case basis. Most outdoor activities, we feel, are safe to proceed with the usual Covid steps in place, but

there might be some activities - particularly those that take place with large mixed groups indoors - that we feel are not

appropriate at this time. For example, choir and music clubs have been suspended due to the increased likelihood of

infection spreading through aerosol dispersal. If you are unsure as to whether an event or club is happening, please

contact the organiser or reception at the school. Hopefully, after 26th January, we will be in a position to open all

activities back up again, so thank you for your patience in the meantime.

Finally, a reminder about the use of mobile phones in school. I fully understand that most parents like their children to

carry phones as a safety precaution travelling to and from school. However, they must not be used when students are on

site - simply, if a student's phone is seen or heard by a member of staff at any time, including breaks, the student should

expect the device to be confiscated. Similarly, if a student needs to contact home, or parents/carers need to contact

students, this MUST be done through the front office switchboard using the landlines. Legally, schools are in loco

parentis from 8:45am through to 3.20pm, which means that we need to fully understand the reasons for any

communication with home, whether an emergency or a mundane issue. Please can I ask for your support in encouraging

your children NOT to call or text you from their phones during the day, but to go to Student Reception if they need to

contact you. This would be much appreciated.

Despite the shadow that Covid has cast over the start of 2022, I am very optimistic for the remainder of this academic

year. There are many exciting trips, events and activities planned for students over the coming months as we look to

normalise school as much as possible for all. Thank you all for your positivity and support - here’s to a successful Spring

Term!



Covid Vaccinations

You will be aware that your child aged 12-15 are now eligible to receive two doses of the Covid-19 vaccination. If your

child needs a first dose you can still book an appointment through the national booking service. Second dose

appointments are also now available and this appointment needs to be 12 weeks after the first vaccine or 12 weeks after

a positive Covid-19 test. The school aged immunisation service will be attending most schools between February and

April to vaccinate eligible children, where they have a positive consent and will be offering first and second doses.

However, in the meantime if your child is due a first dose or is already eligible and you would like to access their 2nd

dose vaccine via your local vaccine centres, they currently have plenty of capacity outside of school hours, this can be

booked via the National Booking System now by following this link:

Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination - NHS

or by calling 119, Greendale in Exeter is offering walk-in centres for this age group in the evenings and at weekends.

Please note that several local vaccine centres are now also offering vaccines for this age group so no one should have to

travel too far to receive these vaccines. Also please note the centres will adapt their clinics to meet the needs of the

population so if you cannot initially book an appointment in your local centre please do keep trying as more will become

released regularly.

Year 9 Options

Unfortunately, due to the current situation, the Year 9 Options information and process will be carried out, as it was last

year, online. From Monday 17th January, a webpage on our website will be dedicated to Year 9 Options. The webpage

will include a wide range of information and guidance on the options process and individual videos for each individual

subject. In addition, from 4.00 - 6.30 pm on Wednesday 19th January, Mr Tamlyn, Mrs Mills, Mr Lewin and Mr Waldron

will be available to respond to any questions via the main school telephone number (01271 373131).

We will provide more information and a link to the webpage on Monday 17th January.

Year 9 Parents Evening - Thursday 20th January

Year 9 Parents Evening will be held online on Thursday 20th January following the release of the Year 9 Options

information. Please see the letter that will be emailed separately to parents of Year 9 students to find out more about

booking online appointments for the evening. Appointments will be available to book from 6.30 pm on Tuesday 11th

January until 3 pm on Thursday 20th January. If you do not have access to appropriate IT at home to carry out the

meetings, please contact ctamlyn@theparkschool.org.uk and we will arrange for you to carry out the meetings in school

on one of our laptops. Link to letter.

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
mailto:ctamlyn@theparkschool.org.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NyuqqO2I-Dl3-q6rOgMvG8b_g1fXA4jZ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


Maths Twilight, Year 7 - 10

There will be no Maths Twilight until 2nd February 2022 due to covid restrictions.

Autumn Monitoring - Years 7, 8, 9 & 10

Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 Autumn Monitoring Reports have been sent out this week by email and also My Child at School App;

location in the Report tab.

Careers Newsletter

Our Careers@PARK Parent Newsletter contains up to date information for all year groups about Careers, Post 16

Options, the world of work and much more.

If you need any advice or guidance please contact Caroline Mitchell, Careers Leader cmitchell@theparkschool.org.uk.

Fundraising for Park School

Friends of Park

This group of willing volunteer parents regularly organise events to raise funds for the school and to support students.

Recently they have paid for additional outdoor seating, water fountains, reusable drinks bottles, sports teams kit and

much more.  They are unable to operate as normal during the COVID pandemic and would appreciate your support.  You

can raise funds for our PTA by:

1. Signing up for the School Lottery

2. Shopping via EasyFundRaising

As an example - if you shopped via EasyFundRaising and purchased a TV online from Currys/PC World for £479,

the school would receive a donation of up to £7.18. A John Lewis purchase of £199 will raise £1.99 donation to

the school.  These quickly add up to provide funds for the students at school.

3. Shopping via Amazon Smile

As an example - if you shopped via Amazon Smile and make a purchase for £50, Amazon Smile will donate 0.5%

of the net purchase price, which would be 25p.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kQYdW6NeZkn9NhOxvNLT-y6X9YgPxG4I/view?usp=sharing
mailto:cmitchell@theparkschool.org.uk
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/theparkcomschldevon/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


Plastic Free North Devon Competition

Plastic Free North Devon wants to encourage everyone to get outside, immerse in nature and then give back at the same

time by carrying out a clean and they have 3 Dryrobes to give away to all age groups.

To find out more about the competition and how to enter please head to their website:

https://plasticfreenorthdevon.org/blog/cleanse-and-clean-competition

How to stop COVID-19 spreading

Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without knowing; this is because they have no

symptoms. This makes it even more important that the following measures are discussed with your child and supported.

Do:

● ensure LFD tests are taken twice weekly; we advise Sunday and Wednesday evenings, please report results:

Click this link to report student test result to school - COVID19 Test Results Register for Students - School

Click this link to report student test result on the GOV.UK website - Report COVID19 Result - GOV.UK website

○ Please also make sure that a phone call is made to the school reception (01271 373131) for any positive

cases.

● wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds

● use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available

● clean surfaces often, paying particular attention to surfaces touched often (e.g. light switches or electronic

devices)

● cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze. Dispose of

tissues into a rubbish bag immediately and wash your hands

● wear a face covering in indoor, out of classroom, communal spaces at school and on public transport

● keep indoor spaces as well ventilated as possible – let the fresh air in, even if for a short period a day

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/School-fundraiser-flyer.pdf
https://plasticfreenorthdevon.org/blog/cleanse-and-clean-competition
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfLEtS_OvPctYVAX051dcVu3s1kC7y9aVjGprnjL0WsqNuIpQ/viewform
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

