
8th April 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have reached the end of a very long Spring term! It is strange to think that we started this journey in the cold

darkness of January and are now emerging into the Spring light - if not the warmth!

End of term weeks are always very busy, and this one has been no exception. House sports competitions, including

Thursday’s cross-country event, have seen Park students at their best and exhibiting the values we hold dear.

House assemblies today will round off the week, but from last Friday through to yesterday, each House has held their

House Prefect presentations. Sometimes we can be deflected into negativity by reports and comments on social media,

which seek to highlight the actions of a tiny minority of students. The reality, however, is that we have 1400 superbly

behaved, kind, positive and optimistic young people who are proud of their school and proud of their achievements. The

prefects are the embodiment of this, and it was an absolute delight to be able to reward them their badges this week.

At the end of last week Mr Carnall, Mr Hampton, Ms Langford and I had the important task of interviewing for the whole

school Head Prefect team. We were all absolutely bowled over by the high quality of the applications from the eight Year

10 candidates, and were deeply impressed by their performances during the rigorous face to face interviews. All of them

could quite easily have been selected for one of the four key roles, but in the end a decision had to be made.

It is therefore my absolute pleasure to announce the following appointments for the academic year 2022-23:

HEAD PREFECTS:

Jack Partridge

Nicole Mapepa

DEPUTY HEAD PREFECTS:

Oliver Berry

Ines Bastien

Peer Readers

Continuing the theme of great students doing great things, well done and thank you to all our peer readers in year 10

and 11! They have been working with our students in year 7&8 to develop their reading fluency. We really appreciated

them giving up their time and helping our younger students develop a love of reading.



Year 10 Petroc A-Level Taster Sessions

On Monday and Tuesday, a number of our year 10 students completed science, English, history and psychology/sociology

taster courses which ran over the past six weeks. Mr Tamlyn and Mr Lewin were really pleased to join the Petroc

lecturers and support the students as they were awarded their certificates. We are all really proud of the hard work they

have put in and it was fabulous to hear the great feedback from their lecturers. Please see below for further information

and photographs!

Well done to all of the following students who represented themselves and Park so exceptionally:

English:

Lena Brewster, Sophie Johns, Niamh McLaughlin, Amber Blundell

Science:

Anna Cosh, Lauren Moore, Abbie Burford, Matilda Hill, Layla Parfitt, Anisha Williams, Kiah Blair, Samuel Tyacke, Aun

Raza, Emily Mitchell-Berry, Ruben Mogge, Ellie Lawrie-Enns



Psychology/Sociology:

Amy Nettleford, Matilda Hill, Erin Wyeth, Bethany Key, Emily Mitchell-Berry

History:

George Osborn, Hannah Brennan, Oliver Berry, Marnie Cooper, Samuel Tyacke. Brooke Freeman, Harry Marshall, Ruben

Mogge, Heidi Smith, Harry Staddon.

We finish today at 12.00 pm and return to school on Monday 25th April, timetable week 2. Can I wish all of our families a

safe and enjoyable holiday, and a Happy Easter!

Best wishes

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


Safeguarding contacts during the school holiday

If you have any safeguarding concerns or need support during the holiday, please contact Emily Faux, Deputy Designated

Safeguarding Lead.

Email: safeguarding@theparkschool.org.uk

Phone: 07398 472827

Year 8 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 28th April

Year 8 Parents, please look out for a communication containing information on how to book Year 8 Parents’ Evening
appointments on the evening of Thursday 28th April. Due to the positive feedback from parents and staff, we are
continuing to use the on-line version. If you do not have a suitable device or good enough internet connection, we are
able to support you with online access in school for the evening - please contact admin@theparkschool.org.uk in the
first instance.

Spring Term Reports

All year groups have received their Spring Term Monitoring Reports with an attached letter to help explain the
information. Please check MCAS and your emails for this information.

Bring a container!

We have noticed an increase in the choice of takeaway containers when students purchase their lunch from the
Canteen; we believe this has been one of the impacts of Covid. We have been thinking about ways to help reduce the
environmental impact of single-use items and have chosen to promote plates as a first choice.

In addition and to support this effort further, if students would like to bring their own reusable food containers to take
out food, we would like to encourage this choice.

Year 10 - GCSE Photography Trip to Rock Park on Tuesday 26th April and 27th April

A letter has been sent home to parents/carers of GCSE Photography students. Please could parents read the letter and
consent for this trip through MCAS.

Homework

Students have started a new cycle of KO work this week, therefore homework has re-started for all subjects.

Parents/carers can support students by reminding them to ensure that they are completing the homework set by

checking what it is on ClassCharts and the daily Knowledge Organiser routine.

Parents can access ClassCharts through their smartphone or any device. An informative letter, including individual

parent/carer code, can be found on My Child at School > Reports > ClassCharts Parent Code.

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


Free School Meal Entitlement

With the cost of living going up for all of us, you may feel your circumstances have changed and you may now find you

are entitled to free school meals. More information is available here Devon Citizens Portal.

You may be eligible for for free school meals if you receive the following benefits:

● Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by

earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).

● Income Support (IS).

● Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA).

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA).

● The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.

● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as

assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190).

● Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit).

Apply through Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant

decision.

Year 11 Photo Orders

Parents/carers of Year 11 students have received an email (not a MCAS message) with a link to order photos directly on

the Gillman & Soame website.

Please place all orders by 10th April to ensure you receive free delivery to the school where photos will be distributed to

your child by their Tutor.

GCSE Advance Information

Parents and carers may be aware that Exam Boards released Advanced Information for the Summer 2022 GCSE Exam

Series. Our staff are currently working through the information received and are planning how to use this information

effectively with our Year 11s. Depending on the subject and Exam Board, different levels of information has been

released to ensure coverage of the curriculum and also to ensure that students and teachers are not able to guess what

the questions and therefore answers are. There is Advance Information for all GCSE subjects, with the exceptions of art

and design (because they do not have written exams) and GCSEs in English literature, history, ancient history and

geography, which have some optional topics or content instead which we were already aware of. All of this information is

publicly accessible via the Exam Board websites; our teachers will be ensuring that this is used effectively within the

additional guidance we have been provided. This link provides some FAQs for students on the Advance Information and

this link is an information guide. You can find a letter to students from Dr Jo Saxton, Ofqual Chief Regulator, below with

further links and information.

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Students_FAQs_Summer_2022.pdf
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/JCQ_Advance-Information-Student-Guide.pdf


Career Opportunities at Park School

Please visit our website for current career opportunities http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

● Cleaner

● HR Manager (maternity cover)

● Early Help Lead (permanent)

● Student Support Officer (permanent)

● Parent and Family Support Adviser (Fixed Term Contract)

● Teacher of Design & Technology

Mental Health Workshop

We have sent parents/carers an invitation to join us on Wednesday 27th April for a workshop to find out how you can

get involved with our school to support your child's mental health. Please read the  letter and respond to the google

form linked within the letter if you would like to attend. Mental_Health_Support_@_Park_invitation.pdf

Ms S Langford, Assistant Headteacher for Safeguarding, Transition and Admissions.

Support Group for Parent/Carers of children with additional needs

Dates for Barnstaple Group 2022:

April 8th, May 13th, June 10th, July 8th,

September 9th, October 14th, November

11th, December 9th

Dates for Bideford Group 2022:

May 3rd, June 7th, July 5th, September 6th,

October 4th, November 1st, December 6th

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Os2GxtYsoBT2AM95kkKbx-YLcx6LFsun/view?usp=sharing
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us


Exeter College

Navigating Frenemies, Cliques and Bants with Your Teen - Creative Education free course

During this practical short course, Pooky will walk you through a range of simple ideas to help you to support your teen

with their friendships.  None of these ideas requires any existing knowledge or experience and they are all designed to

feel easily doable.  You don’t have to do them all; pick one or two and see how you get on.

Register for free access here: https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/register/free-access/

Join the course here: Navigating Frenemies, Cliques and Bants with Your Teen

How can Parents Empower Girls to resolve their friendship issues for themselves? - Creative Education free course

This session will take place on Wednesday 25th May at 4pm. The session will last about an hour and there will be plenty

of opportunities for people to share resources and ask questions.

Andrew Hampton, founder of Girls on Board and former Headteacher of Thorpe School, will explore practical steps that

schools and families can take to support girls to resolve friendship issues for themselves. Andrew will introduce the book

he wrote with his two grownup daughters, called When Girls Fall Out.

Register for the course here: How can Parents Empower Girls to resolve their friendship issues for themselves?

https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/register/free-access/
https://email.creativeeducation.co.uk/e3t/Ctc/DN+113/d15xd404/MWrY70scsRpW1VDVr63H_g08W4zFhY94H9KXvN93kXHt3lLCyV1-WJV7CgM1FVhMWBf4Gr8GtW4PmR_953d9C7W3bHM-27mZkWKW8_VCxx2N2pNxW4RVyjb1Fv187W90lHR58lLzDjW4xdR_G5NsNvNW4_WGzF36WSY0W1NGHCd5QnWBFW72GgW26W8k_vW407ccH1VlBlVW5hbLZL2YG72FW7hL1l78HMHrrW1vnSdg7hN8ytVT7WT02TJ_tNW2wz8Rl1rb9JcW1YqL5f4CZxPcN4-vVdFy5fz_W4XKLQV2NpTf2W6ywQrm2rt9PQW2wrvZg7VJXhjW9d848j7pc24WW9fMY8s1HY4DsW6pKcL-93x7PPW1XzQ5f2kwq_9VLqwrC8zDs2VW2MLm5v3YTvWFW67bMqg5vwtlkW5H5MY61zqqdGN72hbN_c1lrt335c1
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/how-can-parents-empower-girls-to-resolve-their-friendship-issues-for-themselves/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=208698563&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8LX_0H7QkEGYeJewDuNkGG86aJOEBN_OWEmSVEyC6WIu761vBi2QnB80NvAt1YV03-PpvIHRHUmEpcH30EDb5nzvztVNW5cL-lkfsH6b0RAx2oD9M&utm_content=208698563&utm_source=hs_email#learndash-course-content


Safeguarding Advice and Information


