
13th May 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

School Council

This afternoon I had the pleasure of saying goodbye to the incumbent School Council and thanking them for all of their

hard work over the course of this year. In an event organised by Mrs O’Callaghan, the outgoing Year 11 Council presented

the incoming Year 10 Council with an apple tree which will be planted in the school grounds.

School Council is a vital part of Park life and the main route through which students can have their voices heard and feel

represented on a whole school level. The current Council have covered a wide range of topics over the course of this

past year and have made suggestions that have resulted in real change in various aspects of school, including uniform,

recycling, student toilets and the canteen. As I said to them this afternoon, they are a deeply impressive team of young

people who I would encourage to keep being involved as they move through their education, into their careers and

beyond. If you’re not involved, you have no voice and can’t influence change!

The Year 10 Council have a lot to live up to, but they are just as impressive and will rise to the challenges ahead I’m sure.

Returning Head Boy

Last week I was contacted by Grahame

Connibear, a businessman from New York. A

North Devon native, Mr Connibear had served as

Head Boy at Barnstaple Grammar School in

1971/72, the year before the school converted to

Comprehensive and became The Park

Community School, and was returning to

Barnstaple for a visit, including a potential visit to

his old haunts.

Yesterday we hosted Mr Connibear with a tour of

the school, wherein he remembered the

swimming pool that once existed near the

current Astro pitch, the parquet flooring of the

old classrooms and his favourite teacher Mrs

Ward. He was then interviewed for the student

magazine by Chloe Meadows of Year 8, then met

and chatted with our current Head Boy Caleb

Pirie and Head Girl Matilda Baker.

Interestingly, Mr Connibear had kept his Head Boy badge from 50 years ago. Having travelled the world with him, the

badge was kindly donated to the school and will form part of the Park archive that is curated by Mr Chugg.



Safer Streets Barnstaple

On Monday Mr Sloman and I met with the team responsible for a bid to invest in a number of measures designed to

ensure that Barnstaple is a safe, secure, settled environment for its residents, including our students and their families.

The Safer Streets Barnstaple initiative will, if successful in its bid, adopt a number of exciting and creative strategies to

improve the quality of life for all in the area. It is a pleasure for The Park Community School to be involved and we await

with anticipation the outcome of the bid.

Parent/Carer Survey

Finally, we are keen to gather more feedback about the school so we understand what's working well and what we need

to improve. Therefore, we would be grateful if you would complete this short survey for each of your children (as

different children in different stages of their schooling have different experiences). We will then use this information as

part of our school evaluation and development moving forward. We will repeat this survey over a period of time to see

how the school is developing and how we are responding to your views.

Best wishes

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

Parents of children who have special educational needs - Ofsted inspection survey

We have received information from the Head of Education and Learning at Devon County Council advising us that they

will be having a re-visit during May led by an Ofsted HMI who will be accompanied by a CQC inspector.

As part of the inspection a survey needs to be circulated to parents and they have asked for our support with this to
share the survey link with parents of children who have special educational needs.

If you are a parent of a child with special educational needs please complete the survey by clicking on the link below:

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/DevonCountyCouncilRe-visitLASEND/

The survey will open at 12 noon on Monday 16 May 2022 and close at 12 noon on Friday 20 May 2022.

https://forms.gle/aVh5uKa3a7ayoNVr7
mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fs%2FDevonCountyCouncilRe-visitLASEND%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Stabb%40devon.gov.uk%7C2b69ddaab0ed40a1aa0408da31c9aef1%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C637877039704562952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rez3cr4cxsqAtjsIvGLxbW8gFpbs2zZyj2f4k0gp7rc%3D&reserved=0


Free School Meal Entitlement

With the cost of living going up for all of us, you may feel your circumstances have changed and you may now find you

are entitled to free school meals. More information is available here Devon Citizens Portal.

You may be eligible for for free school meals if you receive the following benefits:

● Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by

earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).

● Income Support (IS).

● Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA).

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA).

● The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.

● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as

assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190).

● Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit).

Apply through Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant

decision.

Covid-19 Vaccinations

The in-school COVID-19 vaccination programme ended on Friday 1 April. 12 to 15 year olds are still able to access the

vaccine outside of schools at a vaccination centre, pharmacy or walk-in centre. Healthy 5 to 11 year olds are also now

being offered vaccinations outside of schools in vaccination centres, pharmacies, GPs and walk-in centres.

It remains important that those most at risk from COVID-19 are protected with vaccinations. For more information, we

have updated our blog on vaccinations for clinically vulnerable children and young people.

For all 5 to 11 and 12 to 15 year old vaccinations, parents can book COVID-19 vaccination appointments online for an

appointment at a vaccination centre or pharmacy, or find a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination site, to get vaccinated without

needing an appointment. Parents should also have received a letter from the NHS with more information about how to

get their child vaccinated.

Career Opportunities at Park School

Please visit our website for current career opportunities http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

● Human Resources Manager (Maternity)

● Science Technician

● Teacher of Science

● Head of Chemistry

● Cover Supervisor

● Student Support Officers

● Cleaners

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/11/vaccinations-for-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people-your-questions-answered/?utm_source=10%20May%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/?utm_source=10%20May%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/?utm_source=10%20May%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us


Parent Autism Awareness Programme

The Communication & Interaction Team (Babcock LDP) are offering their new Parent Autism Awareness programme,

following their recent offer of the Cygnet programme online during the pandemic period.

The programme is for parents/carers of Devon primary and secondary school children who are currently on the autism

assessment pathway, in addition to families of children and young people who have received an autism diagnosis.

Attending the Autism awareness parent programme gives parents and carers an opportunity to develop their

understanding of autism and look at practical solutions to managing and supporting presenting needs.

The programme consists of four weekly ‘live online’ sessions (approx. 2hrs each) related to the following topic/themes:

Week 1: Autism Overview

Week 2: Communication

Week 3: Understanding and Supporting Behaviour

Week 4: Sensory

The four-week programmes will be starting on:

● Wednesday 27th April, 1pm-3pm  (with further dates 4th, 11th & 25th May).

● Friday 6th May, 10am-12pm (with further dates 13th, 20th & 27th May).

● Wednesday 22nd June, 9.30am-11.30am (with further dates 29th June, 6th & 13th July).

Apply directly by email to: LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com to secure a place on any of the above

programmes, or express your interest for forthcoming programmes.

YoungMinds- School Anxiety and Refusal: Parents’ Guide to Support. If your child is anxious about school, or their

mental health means they are unable to go to school, YoungMinds have advice on supporting them and tips on working

with school and other services: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/

Mental Health

Take a look at this video produced by Dove about the Toxic Influence of social media and the impact on our

children. It's quite an eye opener. Toxic Influence: A Dove Film | Dove Self-Esteem Project

mailto:LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/
https://youtu.be/sF3iRZtkyAQ


Safeguarding Advice and Information


