
6th May 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

This weekend Park students will be flying the school flag - literally - in the annual Ten Tors event. For those that don’t

know, the Ten Tors is a prestigious event organised by the Army and involves hundreds of young people using their

navigation skills to negotiate difficult courses across Dartmoor. This also involves camping out overnight. The Army says

that ‘there may be many challenging outdoor events in Britain today, but Ten Tors stands alone in its scale, its ambition

and the fact that it is aimed solely at young people. The event takes place every year on Dartmoor during the weekend

following the May public holiday and is now firmly established in the collective consciousness of the South West. All those

who attempt Ten Tors will undoubtedly remember it for the rest of their lives and for many it will be a life-changing

experience.’

More information on the event itself can be found here: https://www.tentors.org.uk/

The school has two excellent teams trained and raring to go this weekend. These teams have been training together for

many months and have honed their skills with the help of Mr Ratcliffe and his large team of staff, supporting them

through training events, mapping, survival skills and teamwork. Both teams will be aiming to complete the 35 mile

challenge.

The following Year 10 students will be representing Park School.

Route EK: Route FK:

Abigail Bellamy Ruben Mogge

Kiah Blair Kiana Lewis

Anisha Williams Faye Mackenzie

Amber Blundell Jake Taylor

Oliver Berry Leah Smith

Emily Sharples Fergus Rostock

In addition, Elena Carter is supporting as the reserve.

If you would like to follow the teams progress over the weekend, you can track them on the following link

https://www.tentors.org.uk/tentors/results. Search for route codes EK and FK.

I'm sure you would like to join me in wishing the students all the best in their challenge!

Athletics North Devon League Fixture

On Wednesday 4th May, Park School travelled to Braunton Athletics Club to compete in the first athletics fixture of the

term.

It was a great team effort from all, with Park girls finishing in second place just behind West Buckland in the overall

standings after the Year 7 team won overall and the Year 8, 9 and 10 teams finished in second.

https://www.tentors.org.uk/
https://www.tentors.org.uk/tentors/result


The boys also finished second after wins from the Year 8,9 and 10 boys team. Congratulations to all the squad, a very

successful evening for Park!

YEAR 7 GIRLS

Myiesha Newcombe - 1500m + Long Jump

Alice Stanbury - 200m

Lottie Perfect - 100m

Dominique Tocknell - Shot Putt

YEAR 8 GIRLS

Sophie Rogers - 1500m

Oli McRae - 800m

Isabella Betts - 100m + 200m

YEAR 9 GIRLS

Lola Meech - 800m

Maria Williams -Taylor - 100m

YEAR 10 GIRLS

Aimee Kingdon - 1500m

Megan Scourfield - 300m

YEAR 7 BOYS

Tom Shaddick - Javelin

YEAR 8 BOYS

Ruben Chugg - 800m + 300m

YEAR 9 BOYS

Christopher Oliviera - 1500m + 300m

Noah Bazley - Triple Jump

Samuel Harper - Javelin

YEAR 10 BOYS

James Harley - 800m + 400m

Joshua Simpson - High Jump + Javelin

New Website

We are excited to finally announce that our new School website is now ‘live’. The website has had a complete redesign to

bring it completely up to date, including new menus, interfaces and contents - it has also been re-formatted for mobile

devices. A huge ‘thank you’ to the many members of the Park team who lent a hand in bringing this brilliant new website

to fruition!

View our new website by following this link: https://theparkschool.org.uk/

https://theparkschool.org.uk/


Exam Season

This week Year 11 Languages students have been sitting their spoken element exams and PE students have been

presenting their learning out on the fields, on the courts and in the Sports Hall. This is the true beginning of the 2022

exams season, with Engineering practicals due next week as well. The traditional exams begin on Monday 16th May, and

run through to Friday 24th June.

Mr Tamlyn and Mr Lewin have been presenting tips on revision techniques and final preparation to our excellent Year 11

cohort, and Ms Langford has organised sessions on dealing with the anxiety that exams bring.

Can I wish all of our Year 11 students - and their families - the best of luck for the coming exams!

End of Summer Term

I have had some communication from families querying our summer term finish date of midday on Monday 25th July. I

understand that some other schools in the area will be finishing the week before, so have consulted with Tarka Learning

Partnership regarding bringing the last day forward to 22nd July.

Given that our original calendarised finish date was Tuesday 26th July, moved back to Monday 25th July due to the

additional Platinum Jubilee holiday, the consensus amongst all Tarka schools was to retain the calendar date.

Therefore, the Park term will finish for students at 12pm on Monday 25th July.

Best wishes

Mr S Waldron

Headteacher

Please continue to read through our newsletter for useful information. If you have any questions please email

admin@theparkschool.org.uk

mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk


HPV Vaccinations - Monday 9th May

The Immunisation Team will be in school on Monday 9th May for HPV Vaccinations. Parents of Y8 students who have
consented on the recent form and those students in Years 9, 10 and 11 whose parents have consented previously and
not yet received their vaccination will receive the vaccination. If you have provided consent to the Immunisation Team
your child will be reminded by their tutor to attend their vaccination on the day. Some students may wish to wear a
T-Shirt under their school blouse/shirt as they will need to show the top of their arm to the nurse.

If your child has already received their second vaccination, please let the Immunisation Team or the School Office know.

If you have any queries about whether you have provided consent please contact the Immunisation Team on tel: 0300
247 0082.

Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Year 10 Parents, please look out for a communication containing information on how to book Year 10 Parents’ Evening
appointments on the evening of Thursday 12th May Year 10 Parents Evening invite. Parents/Carers can book online from
Monday 2nd May at 6pm. Due to the positive feedback from parents and staff, we are continuing to use the on-line
version. If you do not have a suitable device or good enough internet connection, we are able to support you with online
access in school for the evening - please contact admin@theparkschool.org.uk in the first instance.

Y11 Art and Photography Coursework deadline

A letter has been sent to parents of Y11 art and photography students advising them that all work needs to be in school

and completed to the best of their ability and be in the correct place in their art/photography room by Friday 13th May.

Any work submitted after this date may not be accepted.

Free School Meal Entitlement

With the cost of living going up for all of us, you may feel your circumstances have changed and you may now find you

are entitled to free school meals. More information is available here Devon Citizens Portal.

You may be eligible for for free school meals if you receive the following benefits:

● Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by

earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods).

● Income Support (IS).

● Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA).

● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA).

● The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit.

● Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.

● Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as

assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that does not exceed £16,190).

● Working Tax Credit run-on  (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax

Credit).

Apply through Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in you getting an instant

decision.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/136J6ongVEiriGLDb4aqQF_ZEGNS1LIYc/view?usp=sharing
mailto:admin@theparkschool.org.uk
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live


Please top up dinner money balance on MCAS

Please remember to check your child’s dinner money balance regularly to ensure they stay in credit. It’s easy to top up

on MCAS, if you would like any support please contact the school office, tel: 01271 373131.

Career Opportunities at Park School

Please visit our website for current career opportunities http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us

● Human Resources Manager (Maternity)

● Science Technician

● Teacher of Science

● Head of Chemistry

● Cover Supervisor

● Student Support Officers

● Cleaners

Parent Autism Awareness Programme

The Communication & Interaction Team (Babcock LDP) are offering their new Parent Autism Awareness programme,

following their recent offer of the Cygnet programme online during the pandemic period.

The programme is for parents/carers of Devon primary and secondary school children who are currently on the autism

assessment pathway, in addition to families of children and young people who have received an autism diagnosis.

Attending the Autism awareness parent programme gives parents and carers an opportunity to develop their

understanding of autism and look at practical solutions to managing and supporting presenting needs.

The programme consists of four weekly ‘live online’ sessions (approx. 2hrs each) related to the following topic/themes:

Week 1: Autism Overview

Week 2: Communication

Week 3: Understanding and Supporting Behaviour

Week 4: Sensory

The four-week programmes will be starting on:

● Wednesday 27th April, 1pm-3pm  (with further dates 4th, 11th & 25th May).

● Friday 6th May, 10am-12pm (with further dates 13th, 20th & 27th May).

● Wednesday 22nd June, 9.30am-11.30am (with further dates 29th June, 6th & 13th July).

Apply directly by email to: LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com to secure a place on any of the above

programmes, or express your interest for forthcoming programmes.

YoungMinds- School Anxiety and Refusal: Parents’ Guide to Support. If your child is anxious about school, or their

mental health means they are unable to go to school, YoungMinds have advice on supporting them and tips on working

with school and other services: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/

http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/working-for-us
mailto:LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/school-anxiety-and-refusal/


Safeguarding Advice and Information



Fundraising at Park

Friends of Park raises vital funds for school but due to Covid our team of volunteer parents haven’t been able

to organise our usual activities in school.  However due to the lottery, Easyfundraising and Amazon Smile, as a

school community Friends of Park have still managed to raise over £2000!

You can easily help raise much needed funds from the comfort and safety of your own home by participating

in any or all of the below.

1. Signing up for the School Lottery

2. Shopping via Easy Fund Raising

As an example - Julia has just purchased a new Cooker from Argos but by going to the Easyfundraising

app first and then selecting Argos and making her purchase as normal, at no extra expense to her, it

raised £8.16 for the school.

3. Shopping via Amazon Smile

As an example - if you shopped via Amazon Smile and make a purchase for £50, Amazon Smile will

donate 0.5% of the net purchase price, which would be 25p.

For more information about how you can raise funds, please see the flyer below.

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/theparkcomschldevon/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.theparkschool.org.uk/sites/default/files/School-fundraiser-flyer.pdf

