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Staff Update
Starters:
The following staff have started with Park this year, 

we would like to welcome them to our school.

Victoria Aikman - Maths Teacher 

Mary Bennett - English Teacher 

Frances Bruce - Teaching Assistant

Susan Colman - Cleaner

Adam Drew - Premises Assistant

Lyndsey Ellison - Resources Assistant

Sam Hadfield - Teaching Assistant

Claire Haydon - Attendance Administrator

Alice Hope - Systems & Support Resources   

Assistant

Sheena Jago - Science Teacher

Chris Jordan - First Aider

Ross Kite - Philosophy, Theology & Ethics and 

Sociology Teacher 

Amanda Loud - MFL Teacher 

Emma McIlwaine - Mealtime Assistant 

Alison Moore - SEN Administrator

Nicola Pawley - Attendance Administrator

Sapphire Stokes - Catering Assistant

Laurie Tarling - Teaching & Learning Leader Drama

Emma Thomas - Catering Assistant

Daisy Totterdell - PE Technician

James Trevaskis - Music Teacher 

Leavers:
The following members of staff have left us this term, 
we would like to wish them good luck in the future.

Joanne Keene - Attendance Officer 

Nicola Passmore - Science Technician 

Steven Shapland - First Aid Co-Ordinator

Pauline Stroud - Clerical Assistant 

Veronica Windsor - First Aid Co-Ordinator 
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This is the first opportunity for me to write an 
introduction to Park News since its Covid-
enforced hiatus, and there is a great deal that 

has happened both within and beyond our school 
community.

I would like to begin by paying tribute to Caroline 
Mitchell, our much loved and respected Careers leader 
who passed away in January. Mrs Mitchell dedicated 
over a decade of her life to Park School, during which 
time she built a reputation as a deeply caring, astute 
and accomplished professional with a wicked sense of 
humour. The tributes and memories have been pouring 
into the school and the way in which students and 
staff alike have pulled together during this extremely 
difficult time has been impressive and moving, speaking 
volumes for the deep sense of belonging and family 
that Park School represents. Mrs Mitchell will be much 
missed.

At time of writing we are awaiting news that the 
government’s ‘Plan B’ Covid restrictions will be lifted. It 
is without doubt that, across the country, the pandemic 
has had a deep-rooted impact on education and the 
wider lives of young people, an impact from which we 
will be feeling the aftershocks for some time to come. 
I think as a nation, as well as local communities, we 
should be extremely proud of the resilience, courage 
and fortitude shown by our children in unprecedented 
circumstances. Their strength gives us hope for a better 
future. 

One of the most frustrating effects of the pandemic has 
been the restriction and reduction of the parts of school 
life that lend it inspiration and colour; fixtures, events, 
assemblies, presentations, visitors, performances, trips 

etc - those joyous moments outside of the classroom 
where a school community can come together and 
celebrate. My hope is, as spring arrives and restrictions 
on our lives ease, that we will see the return of 
this most vital aspect of a young person’s holistic 
education, with all of the optimism, vibrancy and fun 
that it promises. Our students have missed out on so 
much – so we have wasted no time in planning those 
experiences to come! Watch this space…

Finally, I would like to thank the staff, students, 
families and communities for welcoming me as the 
new Headteacher of The Park Community School. I am 
very much looking forward to working with all of you 
to make this school a beacon for excellence, in terms 
of academic success as well as opportunities for all 
in sport, the arts and that all-important experiential 
education, and in terms of inclusivity, diversity and 
kindness. The best is yet to come.

Enjoy this edition of Park News. Can I wish you all a 
happy and successful 2022.

Stephen Waldron
Headteacher 

Welcome to the Park News
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The turn of each new 
calendar year often 
marks a period of 

personal reflection, as 
students assess their 
progress against recent 
mock exam outcomes 
and progress in their 
chosen GCSE subjects 
or for younger pupils, 

perhaps reflecting on their start to the school or looking 
ahead to KS4 subject choices. These personal issues 
are even more challenging in a world dominated by 
the pandemic where the latest restrictions can feel 
oppressive and a future free of these can seem a long 
way off for any young person.  It is interesting to note 
that many students attending the Park have never 
known the school in more ‘normal’ times. 

The students are to be congratulated on the way 
they have conducted themselves, no matter what the 
backdrop to their education. Although there will always 
be mixed views on the covid restrictions, the students 
have taken the ever changing guidance in their stride 
and focused on their learning and support for each 
other. I have always found the students at The Park 
caring and thoughtful, often demonstrating these key 
strengths in everyday school life. 

As I am sure you are aware The Park Community 
School has recently experienced the sad loss of a 
devoted and gifted teacher, Caroline Mitchell, and the 
outpouring of emotions from both staff and students 
reflected the high esteem she was held by the school. 
Many of the older students will know Caroline as an 
English teacher/leader or more recently as Head of 
Careers. I want to take this opportunity to express 
my sincere condolences to Caroline’s family, knowing 
the school could not have wished for a more loyal and 
harder working colleague. 

Students across the school reflected their high regard 
for a fine teacher with many choosing to leave flowers 
next to the main school sign near Hiern Drive. Their 
care and thoughts for Caroline and her family is truly 
humbling. I know the school has plans to support 
Caroline’s legacy. 

The Tarka Learning Partnership has a role in supporting 
The Park Community School both celebrating successes 
as well as highlighting those areas where The Park 
can improve further. For the past few years the school 
has worked tirelessly to support improvement both in 
its facilities and educational standards whilst trying to 
meet the covid guidance. Central to these areas for 
improvement from the last school inspection is the 
quality of teaching and learning and following a recent 
Trust review in late November 2021, I can report to 
parents that the quality of education has improved 
significantly over recent years. This has been as a result 

of the significant efforts of school leaders, teachers and 
support staff. As the school embarks on 2022, it does 
so knowing that the whole school team is making a 
difference to the students, just as Caroline did. 

The school is working on a new school improvement 
plan under the leadership of Stephen Waldron and 
I hope to see further important changes in the year 
ahead. As a Trust we will be putting our shoulder to the 
wheel to support the school team. 

Resilience needs to be an essential part of every child’s 
character and through the ups and downs of recent 
times, I know that perhaps more than ever, students 
will have had to call upon their resilience ‘muscles.’ For 
the year ahead, I want to send all the students at The 
Park Community School my good wishes for 2022, in 
whatever challenges lie ahead. Let us all hope that the 
pandemic’s impact on education and the wider world 
subsides and that students move to their next stage of 
education with more ‘normal’ times ahead. 

Andy Cotton
CEO- Tarka Learning Partnership 

The Tarka Learning Partnership Update
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Mrs Ellison - Resources Assistant

I’m really excited to be part of the School Office team at 
Park. 
 
At home, I have my husband Chris, and our two boys: 
Harvey who is currently in Year 9 at the school and Harry, 
who is 2 and half and starting to venture into nursery. 
 
My hobbies include making “Mrs Hinch Style” labels and 
using my label machine to create personalised gifts for all 
occasions. I’ve recently joined the Fremington Trailblazers 
running club after completing their beginners course to 
run 5k. I train every week with the club and love it. 
 
In my spare time, I love spending it with the family and 
raising money and awareness for charities close to our 
hearts.

Mrs Loud - MFL Teacher

I am delighted to join the MFL Faculty at Park. I speak 
Spanish, French, German and a little Italian. I hope to 
inspire students in a subject that has enabled me to study 
at 4 universities: in Newcastle, London, Southern Spain 
and France.

My language skills have enabled me to work in business, 
and teach in Barcelona, London, Manchester and Devon. 
I've also travelled extensively in Central and South 
America, where I had close encounters with a tarantula 
and a giant sloth, rode atop a train, hiked in the Andes, 
climbed ancient pyramids and volcanoes and slept in a 
hammock in the jungle.

My current passions are my wonderful family, peaceful 
dog walks, swimming, music, books, films and learning 
tennis. 

Some new staff introductions

Miss Totterdell - PE Technician

I am the new PE Technician. I attended Park School 
between 2011-2016 where I was a member of Raleigh 
House and had Mrs Duthuit as my tutor!  During my 
time at Park, I was involved in several sports such as 
netball, rounders and athletics and various other activities 
including a short appearance on Heart Radio. After Park, 
I went to Petroc where I studied Biology, Chemistry and 
Psychology A Levels before making the short journey to 
Exeter University, where I spent 3 years studying Sport 
and Exercise Medical Science.

Outside of work, most of my free time is taken up playing 
netball for one of the local clubs, Titans, who I have 
played for since the age of 6. I also enjoy running, cycling 
and walking my dog.
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Head Girl - Mathilda Baker 
During my time here at Park, I have always aspired to be the best I can be. In Year 7, I never thought I could 
achieve the role of Head Girl. I set my sights high and with hardwork and dedication, I achieved this privileged 
position. I am proud to represent the school and be an example to others through all aspects of my role. 
In school, I love pushing my imagination and creative abilities. I am studying Engineering and Art. This has 
inspired me to pursue further education in engineering and design. 

I have represented school on both a regional and national level in 10m air pistol shooting. After only discovering 
the sport in Year 8 through Scouts, I hope my aspirations for national and international glory are only just around 
the corner. 

My main hope as Head Girl is to inspire others to welcome every opportunity life gives you, be the very best you 
can be and enjoy the short time we have here at The Park Community School. 

Head Boy - Caleb Pirie 
I aspired to be in this position from the moment that I stepped into the school in Year 7, when I looked up to 
the head prefects at the time and saw them as role models. I joined the school knowing just a few people and 
saw myself in that position in four years time and with great perseverance and dedication, I think that I can 
comfortably say that I did my little Year 7 self proud.

Both inside and outside of school I enjoy a range of activities, such as: Athletics; Swimming; DofE and Surf Life 
Saving. This year I am lucky to represent both the school and the county nationally at the National Cross Country 
Championships in April. In addition to this, something that many people (may) know about me is that I am 
currently completing my Private Pilot licence, and have great interest in the aeronautics area.

I wish for all of those in the school to enjoy the time that they have learning and being surrounded by your friends 
and peers. Most importantly, take every opportunity to see where it leads you - you never know! Unfortunately 
this academic year we have been constrained by Covid to put forward and implement new ideas but I hope that we 
will leave them with the next prefects to create a happier student environment for all.

Left to Right: Jacob Phillips, Maddie Slater, Caleb Pirie & Mathilda Baker 

Following a detailed selection process, including a written application and interview, our congratulations go to:

Head Girl: Mathilda Baker      Deputy Head Girl: Maddie Slater 
Head Boy: Celeb Pirie       Deputy Head Boy: Jacob Phillips



www.theparkschool.org.uk 7.

Deputy Head Girl - Maddie Slater
Since joining Park School, I have enjoyed all the challenges and opportunities that I have been given. I have also 
aspired to become one of the Head Prefects since I was in Year 7, so I am proud to have been selected to be 
Deputy Head Girl.

Outside of school, I enjoy sailing, cycling and playing the flute in two local groups; I am about to take my Grade 7 
flute exam later this term!

The piece of advice I would give Park students is to believe in themselves and embrace every opportunity that 
they are given.

Deputy Head Boy - Jacob Phillips 
Since the day I stepped foot in this school’s grounds, I set a goal to leave the school better than I found it. That is 
why I decided to become a Head Prefect so that I could do this.

I have never been really sporty and have often found PE difficult, however that has never put me down and I 
always try my best to represent Raleigh House and the school whenever I can.

My proudest moment was when I helped take this school to the National Finals of the UKMT Team Maths Challenge 
in London back in Year 8 and came 54th out of 1712 schools across the UK.

Although Covid will be difficult to overcome, I believe that if we all contribute and persevere, we can get through 
this. I am looking forward to what the future holds.

Meet our Head Prefects for 2021-2022
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Mental Health Ambassadors 

The Park School Mental Health Ambassadors have been up and running for a year now, 
following an eight-week training programme with Andy Miller from Early Help 4 Mental 
Health. During the past year they have been working hard within the school, supporting 
changes to help improve positive mental health. They have produced a video based on ‘10 
A Day For Mental Health’ with support from Andy Casey, a professional Video Producer, 
and are working with Mark Thake at The Idea Engine to produce Wall Art for a section of 
the school corridor. 

The ambassadors have also been running a breakfast club, helped support the Summer 
School, and are often available as a friendly face in the Year 7 quad. They have been 
a fantastic asset to the school and have put in a huge amount of hard work and 
commitment - I am very proud to have the opportunity to work with them!

By Kim Scott - Deputy Safeguarding Lead and Pastoral Support

Logo based on a design by 
Sophie Rooke (8KR)

Festive Holiday Activity 
Project 
  
During the Christmas holiday, Devon County Council  
offered funding for eligible families.  Park School 
successfuly bid to provide over one hundred and fifty 
Christmas festive food hampers to families.

In addition to the hampers we organised a range of fun 
and festive family activities, including private screenings 
of Christmas films at the local cinema; the Cinderella 
pantomime at the Queen’s Theatre. There was also the 
opportunity to go ice skating. Each activity included a 
family meal option ranging from an afternoon tea at the 
Park Hotel to a fish and chip supper from The Catch.  
Thank you to everyone who was involved!  Christmas festive food hamper
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Staff are interesting people too! 

Staff Profile: 
Toni Rance (Art and 
Display Technician)

I grew up in Lincoln and went to Art College there.       
I moved to North Devon when I was 25. When I 

first left home I had a little business drawing portraits 
of people's pets. This is my 15th year working at Park 
School as the Art, Photography and Display Technician.  

I also run Park Pride with Mrs Veale, the school 
librarian.  As a non binary person with a daughter who 
is transgender, I feel passionately about supporting our 
LGBTQ+ students.  The feeling of joy and acceptance 
that radiates from our group during our meetings is so 
uplifting, I would invite any members of staff in school 
to come along and experience this too. Students are 
very welcome to join us too of course.

Outside school my family has a smallholding where we 
have around 50 sheep and 20 hens.  At home I have a 
dog, 2 cats, 2 tortoises and a snake.  

I also run an online social group organising activities 
and advertising events for the people of North Devon, I 
currently have over 350 people signed up.

Your Life in 10 Questions: 

Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies: 
Friends, food, pubs, running and long walks along the 
beautiful coastal path.  I would love to walk the whole 
coastal path one day, I have recently completed a 
virtual challenge to run the equivalent length which is 
630 miles, so I really appreciate what a challenge this 
will be. 

Favourite Book:
Good Omens by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman 

Favourite Music
I will listen to anything - I have to have music on all the 
time. 

Favourite Film:
The Incredibles

Childhood Hero:
Ray Harryhausen... he made the only good dinosaur 
special effects for kids growing up before CGI.

Three famous people (alive or dead) you 
would like to meet:
There’s no point in me meeting any of my heroes 
because I would certainly be too nervous to speak to 
them.

Your Best Teacher:
My Year 2 teacher, she taught me to read by writing 
stories about dinosaurs and she gave me 2 tortoises!

Your Biggest Regret:

I didn't travel enough when I was young. I thought I 
could catch up later, but when you get older you get 
more nervous about new experiences. 

Your Proudest Achievement to Date:

Um... I won a national trivial pursuit competition when I 
was 15. 

The Most Important Thing You Have Ever 
Learned:

Turn your sandwich over, it will taste different each way 
up. I know, it's life changing!
 



10.  Park News Autumn/Winter 2021

The Alternative Curriculum group have had a fantastic 
few sessions at RHS Rosemoor this year. We have 
investigated leaf shape and colour, learnt about bulbs, 
planted daffodils, tulips and muscari as well as sketched 
the sculptures in the winter garden and made our own 
miniature versions. 

The group of students have also started to create the 
school allotment, including having already laid a wood 
chip path and planted some plants. 

Mr James's group have also started to build us a bench 
constucted with brick and wood.

We are now in the process of sowing seeds and growing 
vegetables and fruit which can be used in school. 

Another exciting development is our link with 
Barnstaple in Bloom. We are taking on a small bed 
in Rock Park. Students have already started thinking 
about colours they want to see and how important 
wildlife friendly planting is. 

Watch this space!

          Visits to RHS Rosemoor 
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Student Profile
Felicity Ayres (10MB)
What is your particular interest/
achievement?
My particular interest is artistic gymnastics. I love it.

Tell us more about it
I have been doing gymnastics since I was 1 and half 
years old. I am now 14 years old! I train 5 days a 
week, totalling 26 hours a week, and train at Falcons 
Gymnastics Academy in Barnstaple with my coach, 
Kelly Park. As an elite gymnast at FIG level, I compete 
all around the country. It’s a very big commitment.

What has been your biggest achievements 
in it? 
I have been a member of the GB Squad and I am 
currently in the England Squad. I have competed in 
both the English Championships at London, and the 
British Championships at Liverpool.

The British is held in a huge arena! I had to walk 
out in front of hundreds of people, with my name 
projected on a large screen above my head and with 
pyrotechnics! 

At the last English Championships, I came 3rd on 
bars (so I brought home a bronze medal) and 6th All 
Around (AA) – overall on all four apparatus, vault, 
beam, bars, floor. 

I am now training hard and focusing on competing at the English and British Champs in March 2022.

What are the ‘secrets’ of your success?
I am confident, hard-working, strong and passionate, but I can’t tell you all my secrets because I need to have 
something up my sleeve! I write a blog and upload photos and videos of my skills and competition routines: 
https://mygymnastics.blog/

What is the most important/best thing about Park School?
The most important thing about Park School is that the school supports me in my demanding sport as well as in 
my studies. I also love the fact that I get to do GCSE Dance! My life is so busy, with school and gymnastics, but it’s 
great that I have such amazing friends at Park who understand me and the sacrifices I have to make.

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom

It is important for parents and carers to keep us updated with any new home 
address, telephone number or email addresses.

If you have any changes, please contact us:  Tel: 01271 373131 or email 
admin@theparkschool.org.uk.

Have your Parent/Carer contact details changed?
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Park Pride is our school’s group for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender students, their friends, allies, and anyone who has 
any questions about their gender or sexual orientation.

The group was set up in June 2018 by Miss Langford, our Safeguarding 
Lead, after she had attended a ‘Lost in Transition’ conference run by 
Intercom Trust.

The group is now run by Mrs Veale (School Librarian) and Toni Rance (Art 
Technician).  It is a friendly group and we hold a meeting once a month. 
We currently have 50+ members and always welcome new students. We 
have posters around the school and messages read out on the school 
bulletin to raise awareness. The group also designed a pin badge to 
represent Park Pride. Staff and students can purchase a badge from Mrs 
Veale in the library.

We often invite people to come along to our meetings and speak to 
our students, such as Sophie from X-PLORE, which is a LGBTQ+ youth 
group based in Barnstaple. Also, Debbie from Petroc College , who runs 
the LGBTQ+ group for college students.  We also have support from 
the Intercom Trust, which is a lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans+ charity 
working across Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and the wider South West. 

We like to celebrate Pride events throughout the year, such as LGBTQ+ 
History month in February.  Last year we took a group of students along 
to Petroc College, where a rainbow flag was raised above the college to 
mark the occasion.

We also held a very successful cake sale to celebrate History month and raise LGBTQ+ awareness!  

Park Pride 

Thank you to Mrs Paddon for 
providing the amazing Skittles 
Cake!
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Mrs Veale and Toni Rance who run Park Pride

In June 2021, we managed to hold an outside Pride party on the seating area by the school hall, it was attended 
by around forty students and several members of staff, we all had a wonderful time! 

Park School prides itself on the support it gives to our LGBTQ+ students and the awareness raised within the 
school. 

This has been recognised by the Intercom Trust, and the school has been asked to host the next ‘Lost in 
Transition’ conference, a CPD accredited day of speakers and workshops aimed at professionals and services 
working with LGBTQ+ or gender diverse young people across Devon.
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History Cup Winners 
The History Cup is awarded to the classes at KS3 and KS4 who have impressed the staff in the department the 
most over the previous term. The decision is based upon effort in lessons, support of each other, homework 
completion, cooperation with staff, and how much fun they are to teach. Teachers nominate one KS3 class and one 
KS4 class each. The winners this winter are:

KS3 - 9PMB

Mr Greenleaf says, "This class has created an atmosphere for discussion and debate in which every individual is 
keen to contribute.  Each of the students has shown a passion for the subject and willingness to learn and explore 
their own interest in history.  The students of the entire class listen carefully to their peers' ideas and respond with 
thought provoking questions to challenge their own opinions of historical  developments and events.

One of the real strengths of this class is the array of historical knowledge which each individual has, and how their 
peers demonstrate their curiosity to find out more about each other's interests."

KS4 - 10BMB

Mr Blannin says, "A superb class who consistently challenge each other to achieve their best. Their keen sense
of competition has pushed many students to achieve beyond what they previously considered possible. They 
understand the importance of learning how to ‘beat the exam’ and are prepared to work hard every lesson.

They are great fun to teach and if they continue this way they will give themselves every opportunity to achieve 
excellent results next summer."

Our World of History 

Year 11 History Revision
With exams approaching fast the old adage of 'fail to prepare, prepare to fail' is at the forefront of many minds. 
We understand how daunting revision can be and so revision sessions for Year 11 are up and running and take 
place after the Thursday afternoon lesson running from 3.20 until 4pm. The sessions focus upon exam technique, 
content learning, and revision techniques. Sessions include learning games, as well as more traditional revision 
coaching.

All students would benefit from structured revision support and we would be grateful for your support in 
encouraging your Year 11 to attend. Revision guides are available from reception via MCAS. These include 
structured content support as well as exam questions and model answers. If you are in receipt of student premium 
funding guides should already have been provided. Please speak to your history teacher or Mr Blannin for more 
details. 
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The History Society 
The History Society has been relaunched this 
year and is thriving under the inspirational 
leadership of Mr Chugg. The society is open 
to all year groups and meets on a Wednesday 
lunchtime in Hi1. The Society takes part in a 
wide range of History-themed activities including 
craft tasks, knowledge battles, debates, films, 
and many more. We have already completed 
activities such as making a tank out of 
cardboard and interactive quizzes with prizes 
for our champions. We have much more to 
come this year, such as food tasting events and 
re-enactments of battles from history. So if you fancy trying something new or want to further your interest in 
history, then please come along. Hope to see you soon!

The society is hoping to create a History at Park exhibition using artefacts from Park families to celebrate our local 
History. If you have anything at home that you think may be of interest, please encourage your child to bring 
them in and show the staff in the History department (no unexploded shells or samurai swords!). For valuable 
items a photograph would be fine.

Year 7 – Dylan Davies (7RG) - Mr Blannin says, "Dylan has demonstrated an 
exemplary attitude during his History lessons. He is able to grasp difficult concepts 
quickly and apply them in order to reach his own judgements and interpretations. His 
effort levels in class are consistently outstanding and he works exceptionally well with 
other students, displaying courtesy and respect at all times."

Year 8 – Rubie Holland (8KH) - Mr Chugg says, “Rubie 
has consistently demonstrated a hard working approach 
to her studies this term. This has resulted in her attaining 
results above her pathway expectations in the recent 
assessments. Rubie has been a pleasure to teach and I look 
forward to seeing her continued development as she takes 
ownership of her learning in a very mature manner.”

Year 9 – Alex Matthews (9AO) - Mr Blannin says, "Alex 
is a superb young historian. He thinks analytically and is 
able to evaluate the quality of a wide range of evidence. He 
demonstrates empathy with people in a variety of historical 
contexts, demonstrating a mature understanding of the 
world. Alex has worked hard to develop his written approach 
and now consistently links relevant evidence to balanced 
arguments and well thought out judgements. A brilliant 
term’s work!”

Year 10 – Isabella Gear (10AY) - Mr Greenleaf says, 
"Izzy has made a hugely positive start to her history GCSE, 
she is always a keen and active participant in lessons who 
enthusiastically puts forward her opinions during class 
discussions. She has pushed herself beyond the expected 
consistently and has a strong motivation to succeed, which is 
shown by frequent questioning of how she can improve her 
academic performance.”

Year 11 – Samuel Byrne (11ES) - Mr Cuthbertson says, "Sam has demonstrated 
great resilience in his History studies. Following a challenging mock result in Year 
10, Sam has shown great perseverance and determination to develop his exam skills 
and  was rewarded with a  significant improvement in this term's mock series.  I have 
been very impressed with the diligent manner in which he has sought opportunities to 
develop his understanding of the subject. He should be very proud of his effort”.

History - Students of the Term

Dylan Davies

Alex Matthews

Samuel Byrne

Rubie Holland

Isabella Gear
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Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom

Student Profile 
Findlay Lloyd (10AP)
What is your particular interest/achievement? 
My particular interest is boxing and I was the School Boy Champion 
in Year 8. A couple of weeks ago, I won the Barum Box Cup Title. 

Tell us more about it.
I began training 4 years ago and now I train between 5 and 7 nights 
a week for an hour after school.

What have been your biggest achievements in it? 
My biggest achievement was winning the School Boy's Title (a big 
competition also known as Nationals) just before the first lockdown. 
I was unable to defend the title, however, as I got Covid so I 
couldn't box!

What are the “secrets” of your success? 
Just train as hard as you can, and always train for yourself not for 
other people’s benefits.

What is the most important/best thing about Park School? 
The best thing about Park School is being in Fortescue House and having a supportive Head of House, Mrs 
Goodman. I am in the tutor group 10AP which is very good because we win everything and work together as a 
team!

Students Who Are Extremely Diligent in the Classroom

Student Profile
Rhys Gordon (8PS)
The subjects I enjoy and I am particularly good 
at:
My favourite subject is P.E. because it is outside and 
active. I also like maths and science because maths 
keeps me challenged, and I like the practical side of 
science. 

What I have achieved/hope to achieve in them:
I have become a lot more active and fitter thanks to 
P.E. and I would like to be in top-set by the end of the 
year. 
My achievement has been recognised by becoming 
more confident with the Maths Challenges. Also, I have 
achieved my goal by being in second-set Science. 

My ambitions for the future/career I hope to 
pursue:
The careers I would like to pursue are to be in the 
Marines or Navy; a firefighter, or a P.E. teacher who 
could also cover other subjects - this is because these 
are all active and rewarding paths that I feel I could 
achieve. 

My interests/hobbies/what I do in my spare time:  
I enjoy being active with my friends and family, 
swimming, mountain biking, rock climbing, hiking, 
paddle boarding, skateboarding, long walks, chasing 
sunrises and sunsets, football, and anything else 
outdoors!

The things I like best about Park School:
I like Park School because I have loads of friends, my 
teachers are great, and I enjoy most of my lessons. 
The best thing about Park is starting and ending my 
day with my tutor group as they are a great group of 
people. 
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Year 7 Cooking Club
A group of Year 7 students have been attending the cooking 
club after school every Thursday with Mrs Walden and Miss 
Pittwood.

Students have made a range of very successful bakes 
including orange butterfly cakes, cornflake tarts, pumpkin 
viennese whirls, chocolate fridge cake, cheese scone twists 
and Dorset apple cake. 

On the 2nd December, students each made a delicious batch 
of filo or shortcrust mince pies. 

Well done Year 7 cooking club!

Students that have attended Year 7 cooking club this 
term:
Evie Barnes, Miley Brooks, Miley Coates, Logan 
Derbyshire, Maisie Dymond, Alfie Fisher, Roxy Frayne, 
Kyrie Harley, Edth Horrell, Annabel Hotham-Gough, 
Sam McBride, Elsie Minall, Effie Short, Kaydence Smith, 
Charles Wall, Alex Williams, Brooke Williams, Cora 
Sherman-Till and Romeo Hleza. 

The Year 7 Cooking Club is held every Thursday at 3.30pm - 5.00pm in Food 2.
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Over thirty Year 10 Park School students competed in the school Future Chef heats on 23rd and 24th November 
2021. The winner of the school heats would go on to represent Park School in the Devon finals. 

The students had to demonstrate a range of high-level culinary skills and presentation techniques. A range of 
dishes were made by the students, including vegetarian strata, duck and confit potatoes and prawn wontons.

The standard was extremely high, but in the end there 
could only be one winner, and on this occasion it was 
Florence Skinner from Fortescue House. Florence 
made ravioli with fresh pasta and a mozzarella filling, 
accompanied by a butternut squash veloute. The dish 
demonstrated a high level of technical skill and fantastic 
presentation.

Florence then went on to represent Park School at 
Petroc College on Tuesday 7th December. Florence 
again made the ravioli and veloute pasta dish, but this 
time adapted the plain pasta for spinach-flavoured 
pasta. 

The judges commented on how proficiently and 
organised Florence worked and she only narrowly 
missed out on proceeding to the South West Future 
Chef finals in Bridgewater. 

The judges were so impressed, however, that they 
offered Florence work experience at the Sandy Cove 
Hotel, near Combe Martin.

Well done Florence and all of the Future Chef 
competitors, you should all be very proud of your 
culinary achievements!

Future Chef Competition
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Boxing Triumph for Park 
Student
Charlie Aldous (Year 10)
Charlie Aldous boxed in a rematch with the #1 boxer 
and National Schoolboy Champion Emal Hamdan from 
the famous Repton Boxing Club in Bethnal Green London 
on Saturday 6th November. The show was held at the 
iconic York Hall the Mecca of boxing in the UK. 

This bout was excellent again as Emal was on home soil 
and wanting to really put in a good performance. He 
came out quickly in the first round but so did Charlie 

who caught him with some fast hard punches from head to body. The third round was exciting as Emal came out 
showing why he is ranked so highly. He caught Charlie with a good few shots as Charlie lost his shape a bit and 
was starting to get momentum. Charlie bit down on his gum shield to prove he has true mettle and will, which we 
know he has and he came back in the final 30 seconds to finish on top. 

The final decision was a 4/1 split to Charlie and to say we were happy is an understatement. Charlie will now be 
regarded as #1 in Britain which is beyond impressive for a club from Devon. 

Mrs L. Aldous (Charlie’s mum)

Student Profile
Samuel Harper (9GR)
What is your particular interest/
achievement? 
My particular achievement is getting into the Under 15s 
Devon Waterpolo Team and, more recently, getting into 
the Under 14s Southwest Waterpolo Team. In addition, I 
have also been considered for the National Team. 

Tell us more about it
I began waterpolo, roughly two and a half years 
ago, however, I have been swimming competitively 
throughout my life.

What have been your biggest achievements 
in it?  
My biggest achievement was winning the regional 

tournament against teams such as the West Midlands. 

What are the “secrets” of your success?  
It sounds cheesy, but to never give up and always win the mental battle. 

What is the most important/best thing about Park School? 
The most important thing at Park School is probably the community as a strong community leads to a stronger 
mindset and future. 

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom
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Year 9 Netball 
On the 21st October, the Year 9s played in the U14 
North Devon Netball Tournament against Pilton, 
Braunton, GTS and West Buckland. It was the team’s 
first match since Covid so understandably, it took the 
girls a few games to get used to each other and try out 
some new combinations. Unfortunately, after losing and 
drawing all their games, the girls didn't make it through 
to the next round and a strong West Buckland team 
came away on top. 

Well done to all the team!

U16 Netball Tournament 
The Year 11 Netball team had their final North 
Devon Netball tournament for Park on Thursday 18th 
November, playing against six other schools from the 
area. The team started strong with a 10-1 win against 
South Molton but then came up against a strong Pilton 
team where they narrowly lost 10-6. The girls then 
came back with two strong performances against 
Chulmleigh (9-3) and GTS (12-2). The last two games 
were against the tournament winners and runners up, 
Braunton and West Buckland, who came out strong to 
beat us 10-2 and 6-1.

Overall, Park came a very respectable 4th place - well 
done to all the team!

Park Sports Stars 

Badminton 
KS4 
On 8th November, our KS4 badminton teams went 
to Chulmleigh to compete in the annual inter schools 
tournament.  Some of the students in the teams have 
been attending our school badminton club regularly 
for several years now and some also play at Tarka 
Badminton on Wednesday evenings. Their hard work 
and commitment certainly paid off - both teams played 
fantastically well and the girls came back with gold 
medals having beaten all the other teams! 

A fantastic achievement!

Girls Badminton Team - Anisha Williams, Maddie 
Phillips, Kimi McFeeley, Tiegan Phillips

Boys Badminton Team - Fin Rowntree, Adam 
Hulland, Ahmad Aslam, Louis Chopra
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Wednesday Night Lights 
Year 10 Boys Football Final

Team: Max Moore, Josh Arthur, Will Clarke, Char-
lie Mock, James Harley, Charlie Roach, Akram Mokni, 

Adam Rashid, Josh Kyle, James Barnett, Ollie Fosberry, 
Callum Cooper, Kaiden Windsor-Sanders, Ollie May, 
Charlie Aldous, Luke Norman, Brinley Capner, Billy 

Gard, Oscar Rogers

On Wednesday 23rd November, we saw the Year 10 
Park Invincibles looking to extend their unbeaten run 
and collect a third successive North Devon schools title. 
Playing out late under the lights at Bideford Academy, 
Park were facing an Ilfracombe Academy team that had 
convincingly won their group amassing a large number 
of goals.

Setting up with 3 at the back and 5 in midfield, Park 
dominated possession in the early exchanges. Akram 
M and Charlie R darted and sniped while Adam R, sat 
in a deeper lying role, mopped up possession and put 
the Ilfracombe back line under pressure with accurate 
long passing. At the back James H, Josh A and Kaiden 
W-S were dominant, leaving Ilfracombe to hit hopeful 
shots from long range. Early chances came and went, 
forwards Olli M and Ollie F worked the keeper and 
tested the woodwork! After a couple of early warning 
shots from earlier freekicks, Adam R sent in a superb 
freekick that left the Ilfracombe keeper rooted to the 
spot. Passing through a number of bodies on the way 
it remained untouched and nestled into the top corner. 
1.0. 

Into the second half Ilfracombe looked to find a way 
back into the game. Their frustrations were evident for 
all to see as they started to lose their discipline and 
concede free kick after free kick. Park were to come 
close to scoring on a number of other occasions with 
Ollie M forcing a tremendous save from Ilfracombe’s 
outstanding keeper and Ollie F hitting the crossbar and 
running a chip narrowly wide. At the final whistle Park 
were victorious, running out convincing 1.0 winners.

Well done to all those boys that were involved in the run 
up to the final and played their part in the success.

Mr Slee  Head of PE

Park Sports Stars 

Football
Year 7 Girls

Well done to the Year 7 Girls Football team who won 
both their games on Thursday 25th of November.
They started with a convincing win over Great 
Torrington School 4-1, with goals coming from Amelia 
Boulton (2), Ava Bastain and Khloe Reed. A special 
mention to Tianna Mallaband-Whitham who made some 
great saves in goal. The girls then kept up their winning 
ways with a 1-0 score against Chulmleigh. 

Congratulations to all the team!

Football 
Year 8 & 9 Girls
The U14s played Great Torrington School first where 
goals from Violet Hill and a hat trick from Amelia Reed 
meant that the team won 5-1. The girls then played 
Chulmleigh and the score was the same again. This 
time with goals from Grace Cleary and Ava Beattie, as 
well as another two for Amelia Reed.

Well done girls!
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Football
Year 10 & 11 Girls

The U16s also faced GTS first who had a very strong team, including players who have trialled for England! Despite 
Park’s best efforts in both attack and defence, with Ellie Dayman scoring their only goal, GTS were too strong and 
the game finished 3-1. The next game was a different story as Park came out stronger to beat Chulmleigh 4-1. 
The goals came from Laylah Windsor, Matilda Hill, Leah Smith and Chidera Alagbaoso.

A great performance from everyone involved, well done girls!

Mini-Marathon 
Week
At the beginning of the term, all 
KS3 students took part in a mini-
marathon around school during their 
PE lesson. 

The top 10 finishers gained points 
for their houses, as well as selection 
for Park’s Cross-Country Team. 
Overall, Raleigh scored the most 
points across all three year groups, 
closely followed in second by 
Chichester then Fortescue, Kingsley 
and Drake.

Year 7 Winners
Chichester House was the overall winner.
Euan Smith
Jayden Russel-Jenkins 
Myiesha Newcombe 
Khloe Reed

Year 8 Winners 
Raleigh House was the overall winner. 
Leo Pearson 
Sam Herbet
Gracie Milton 
Sophie Rogers 

Year 9 Winners 
Raleigh House was the overall winner. 
Nathan Callister 
Chris Oliviera 
Brooke Woolacott
Mae Puttipap 

Park Sports Stars 
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Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom

Student Profile 
Lily Ridyard (Year 10)
What is your particular interest/
achievement? 
My particular interest is in Gymnastics - I train 
lots and have competed in many competitions. 

Tell us more about it.
I started doing gymnastics at Happy Hoppers 
at the age of two and I was in the youngest 
group. I stopped going to gymnastics when my 
cousin quit, however, I started again when I 
was seven as I missed it so much! I now train 
for ten and a half hours a week at Falcons. 

What have been your biggest achievements in it? 
My biggest achievement so far was when I was selected to go and compete in America in the Presidential Classic 
2023. However, last week I also became the Devon Level 5 Under-15 Champion which was a great achievement.

What are the “secrets” of your success? 
My secret would be to not practice until you get it right, but practice until you can’t get it wrong. Also, to have fun 
because people learn best when they’re having fun!

What is the most important/best thing about Park School? 
The most important thing to me about Park School is how supportive all the staff are. 

South Molton U15 player 
trains with members of the 
South African Rugby Team!
Faye Mackenzie (Year 10)
Local Barnstaple rugby player Faye Mackenzie was one of five 
lucky winners to train with South African professional rugby union 
player Elton Jantjies. The charity Looseheadz – a rugby leisurewear 
brand raising money for mental health with 100% of all money 
raised is used to help #TackleTheStigma – put out a competition 
for this once in a lifetime opportunity.

The session took place at the Cardiff Arms Stadium where Faye 
and the 4 other youth players had the chance to watch Japan 
womens team train whilst they waited for Elton to arrive – and that 
he did, joined by his brother and fellow teammate Herschel Jantjies 
and the South Africa team coach!  They were all given a training 
session that involved kicking, warm-up techniques and advice.

Faye was nominated by her mum and had no idea she had been 
put forward to it! “It was such a surprise and I can’t believe that I was lucky enough to be chosen!  Meeting and 
training with Elton, Herschel and the coach was such an amazing experience!” said Faye following the experience. 

Faye’s Mum, Lisa, says “It was a fantastic session and so great to see these stars giving their time to inspire 
our youth. They really did put across a positive message and were very interested in all of the children and their 
stories. We can’t thank the Looseheadz Charity enough for putting these kinds of events on and for getting people 
talking!”

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom

Faye pictured with Elton Jantjies
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Park Sports Leadership Academy

Approximately sixty students from Year 7 and Year 8 
are selected each year to receive extra support and 
training to develop their leadership skills. This takes 
place in four extra training sessions during their PE 
lessons. These leaders are then given the opportunity 
to practice their skills at the Primary School Festivals 
throughout the year. These involved all year groups 
from Year 1 to Year 6 and activities such as athletics, 
cricket, tennis, rounders, football, netball, multi skills 
and multi-sports. 

Year 9 Sports Leaders continue to be involved with 
festivals throughout the year, the highlight of which is 
usually the ‘Barnstaple Primary Schools Olympic Legacy 
Relay Festival’ which takes place in June on the top field 
at Park. 

There has been some disruption to the Primary Schools 
Sports programme in recent times, but we continue to 
recruit and train sports leaders who will be keen and 
ready to get involved as new opportunities arise. There 
are currently 166 Sports Leaders on the programme.

Year 7 Sports Leaders 

Some of our Year 7 Sports Leaders 
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Some of our Year 8 Sports Leaders 

Some of our Year 8 Sports Leaders 

Year 7 Training Sessions
A programme of leadership training that continues to 
build on the qualities and skills required for good sports 
leadership – using the STEPS principle. 

1. SPACE - Deciding on the organisation of the area   
 (size, spacing etc)
2. TASK - Explaining the rules and giving a    
 demonstration
3. EQUIPMENT - Choosing and organising the correct   
 equipment 
4. PEOPLE - Getting players into teams/groups and   
 ensuring fair play
5. SAFETY - Organising an activity which is safe for all   
 involved 

Year 8 Training Sessions
A programme of leadership training that continues to 
build on the qualities and skills required for good sports 
leadership. 

1. Introduction to coaching - Teach warm-up and cool-  
 down principles
2. Officiating skills - To build knowledge, confidence,   
 consistency, communication and organisation
3. Officiating skills - Scoring/refereeing/umpiring games
4. Competition formats - Knock out, ladder, round-  
 robin, practical experience 
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On Wednesday 15th December 2021, an invited audience of Year 7 students and staff were treated to 
a spectacular array of performances in The Park School Christmas Extravaganza. Over 200 students 
from across all year groups were involved in performing a wide range of dance, drama, and music 
pieces, as well as providing support as backstage crew, lighting and sound technicians. 

Although Covid safety measures prevented us being able to offer the live performance experience 
to a wider audience as originally planned, we were able to capture each performance in glorious 
technicolour and all pieces are available to watch online. The videos and photographs really do 
showcase the wealth of Performing Arts talent we have at Park School.

We look forward to sharing more performances with you throughout the year and into 
the future!

The Christmas Extravaganza
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We were really glad that we were able to take our Year 10 Geographers to Bristol to complete their urban fieldwork in 
preparation for their Geographical Techniques Exam. As always it’s great to get students out and exploring in parts of our 
nearest major city that they may not have been to before.

We were incredibly pleased to be able to take our Year 9 Geographers up onto Exmoor to follow the East Lyn river 
from its source, down past Watersmeet and on to Lynmouth.  We looked at how the landscape and river changed 
on the way and measured the river velocity as we walked to see whether it confirmed with our hypothesis that due 
to a reduction in friction the river velocity would increase as it got closer to its mouth. It was great to get out and 
learn among our fabulous local landscapes and after learning in the East Lyn gorge many students were able to 
celebrate their arrival in Lynmouth with seaside chips or an ice cream!

Year 10 Geography Field Trip to
Bristol

Year 9 Geography Trip to
Exmoor and Lynmouth
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Student Profile
Khloe Reed (7CK)

What is your particular interest/
achievement?  

My favourite sport is football.

Tell us more about it.

I started training with Chivenor Soccer School when I 
was 10. Now, I train twice a week, once with the boys 
and once with the girls. I joined the Fremington Girls 
U13s team in May this year and train once a week and 
have a match most weekends. In June, my Chivenor 
coach put me forward for trials for the U12 Girls team 
which I got selected for. I train in Plymouth or Newton 
Abbot once a week and have a match twice a month 
against countries in the South West. The positions I like 
to play are centre midfield or left wing.

What have been your biggest achievements in it?

My biggest achievement so far is being selected for the 
Devon squad. I have played a number of games for 
them and scored the winning goal in my latest match.

What are the “secrets” of your success?  

Hard work, being committed, determination and 
working well with my teammates.

What is the most important/best thing about 
Park School?  

I enjoy getting to know new people and learning more 
about different subjects.

Student Profile
Myiesha Newcombe (7DR)

What is your particular interest/
achievement?  

My particular interest is running.

Tell us more about it.

I joined North Devon Athletics Club when I was nine 
years old. At the moment, I train twice a week there 
and at the weekend I do the park run or compete for 
the club at competitions. I have also won several cross 
country and track events when I was at Sticklepath 
Primary School.

What have been your biggest achievements in it?

My biggest running achievement was being selected for 
the London Mini Marathon trials to represent U13 South 
West girls where I came 8th overall. I am also currently 
3rd in the Westward League and 4th in the Gliddon 
Squire League for U13 girls.

What are the “secrets” of your success?  

Commitment and a passion to run.

What is the most important/best thing about 
Park School?  

The best thing about Park School is that I have the 
opportunities to enter competitions and always feel 
supported by my teachers and peers.

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom
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Our World of Science

On Wednesday 13th October, the Science 
Department was delighted to welcome Links 
To a Life with their enrichment day of activities 

for thirty Year 10 separate science students. This was 
based around the life and work of early 20th century 
Astronomer Henrietta Leavitt. The team included STEM 
professionals, Exeter University staff and actors, and 
the day consisted of games, discussion, mathematical 
problem solving, history, a live play and a careers talk 
from a PhD Exoplanet Hunter about her work which 
involves searching for planets outside of the solar 
system. As part of our drive in the Science Department 
to provide careers and enrichment opportunities for 
future scientists, the day was aimed at promoting 
careers in Physics, particularly for girls.

Links to a Life was a really good insight into Henrietta 
Leavitt and the work she did as a female scientist. The 
play was particularly good at explaining her life and 
how she got to where she did and also the challenges 

she faced for being a female studying in a male-
dominant field. The students asked some really good 
questions and were eager to know more.

The morning was spent doing activities about the 
stars and the universe which the students found really 
interesting. The student handbook was a good resource 
and provided the students with lots of information to 
help them complete the tasks. The students took part 
in a quiz after lunch which they found 'good fun'. It was 
good for checking students' knowledge and enabled 
them to be actively participating in their teams. 

The guest speaker (Fede) in the afternoon spoke 
about her work and how she is doing similar work 
to Henrietta. A clear difference now being the use of 
technology and coding to measure distances, sizes 
and other interesting facts about new stars which 
are continually being found. The students were really 
inquisitive and had lots of good questions to ask Fede 
about her experiences.



www.theparkschool.org.uk 31.

What the students thought 
about the day:
"I enjoyed the play as it was very helpful to see what 
actually happened instead of reading about it." - Ellie

"I found the Links to a Life day very interesting and the 
presenters helped everyone keep engaged and made 
information fun and easier to remember." - Layla

"The staff were very lovely! Play was amazing, and the 
actors never broke out of character when there was a 
technical difficulty." - Chase

"I mostly enjoyed the race between answering the 
questions on the laminated papers. I thought the 
presenters were very fun and made their topics very 
interesting, especially the one who talked about the 
stars and planets. I think attending days like this is a 
valuable experience because it shows you that there is 
so much more behind Science and a lot more to learn 
too. It also opens possible futures in science too as I 
was never considering a job in Physics until that day." - 
Chidera

"I enjoyed the play most as it was interesting and 
fun at the same time. It taught me more about the 
history of an amazing astronomer while feeling like I 
was just watching something entertaining. I thought 
the presenters were amazing, they made the activities 
really enjoyable and educational at the same time. 
I think attending these days is a really valuable 
experience because it widens your knowledge on fields 
and people you may have previously never heard 
about, and they can help you to stand out from the 
crowd when applying to things in the future." - Brooke

"I enjoyed the show the most as it was a fun way to 
learn about it. I also enjoyed the girl from Exeter talk 
as it was interesting to hear about a real life situation 
that happened in this time period so it’s more relatable. 
I also really liked debating about women’s rights in 
science and other topics. My least favourite bit was 
the bookwork because I preferred doing physically 
interactive tasks. I think the presenters were really 
good and fun. I think this day was very valuable 
because it gave me the bigger picture of careers in 
science and what it would be like to study it after 
secondary school." - Niamh

"I most enjoyed learning about Fede Rescigno’s job as 
an exoplanet hunter and I also liked the play. I thought 
that the presenters were all very friendly and they 
did a good job teaching us. I think days like this are 
valuable because they are memorable and they provide 
opportunities for us in the future if we want certain 
careers." - Ruben

"I really enjoyed the science day, especially when Fede 
Rescigno talked to us. It inspired me to go on to study 
Physics." - Leah
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Staff are interesting people too!

I’ve lived in so many places; not intentionally, it just 
seems to have happened that way! I was born in 
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire but my family moved when 
I was six and I grew up in Suffolk. I went to a tiny 
village primary, then high school in Ipswich and college 
in Colchester. I lived in London for nearly four years 
while I attended Roehampton Institute (now it’s called 
University of Surrey, Roehampton). Once I’d graduated 
with my 2:1 BA in Drama and Theatre Studies I moved 
back to East Anglia but this time to Norwich, where 
I did a variety of office jobs including booking flights 
for KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and being an Insurance 
Underwriter for Norwich Union, while taking on poorly-
paid acting jobs as and when I could. I had my son, 
Aaron, and when he was two I decided I really needed 
a more stable, better-paid career. Therefore, at 27, 
I applied to train to be a secondary school Drama 
Teacher. I taught in a couple of schools in Norwich, as 
well as at a further education college. Then I moved to 
Gloucestershire to be closer to family. I had a variety 
of supply contracts, teaching both Drama and English, 
while fitting in a bit of work as an ‘extra’. 

After a while, the lure of stable employment was too 
strong and I took on a full-time Drama and English 
role at a school in Yate, South Gloucestershire, where 
I stayed for seven years. I lived in Bristol and then 
Chepstow, Wales during that time, and I was also 
extremely fortunate to be blessed with two more 
children; Alice (now 5) and Isobel (now 2). My partner 
and I always dreamed of bringing our girls up near 
the coast, in Devon preferably, so when the position of 
Head of Drama came up I was thrilled!! 

We are still getting 
to know the area, 
having only moved 
here in August, 
but we love it 
here and it has 
certainly been the 
right decision. I 
am already very 
attached to Park 
School; both its 
staff and students 
and I am hugely 
enjoying looking 
forward to 
coming to work 
every day. I 
am relieved to be putting down roots and can’t 
wait to see what the future holds for Drama and the 
Performing Arts at Park.

Students always want to know if I’ve taught anyone 
famous, and the answer is no, not really. Because 
the vast majority of people who work in the creative 
industries aren’t famous and never will be. I have 
taught students who have worked as actors, directors, 
dancers and singers, designers and technicians, in the 
West End, on Broadway, on cruise ships and all round 
the country. I did, however, teach a male student for 
BTEC who went on to be in Hamilton in the West End. 
And I taught Ella Vaday’s sister for A-Level Drama (but 
if you don’t watch Ru Paul’s Drag Race then that one 
will pass you by).

Your Life in 10 Questions:
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies:
Spending as much time as I can with my children. In 
an attempt to keep fit I run (slowly) and walk (quickly). 
I’m planning on learning to paddleboard when the 
weather improves (when in Rome….).

Favourite Book:
The Taxidermist’s Daughter by Kate Mosse

Favourite Music:
80s New Romantics, 90s Rock, 00s Pink and Lady 
Gaga…. and Ed Sheeran, Coldplay and Elbow.

Favourite Film:
Labyrinth (the Jim Henson one with the puppets and 
David Bowie)

Childhood Hero:
Sophie Aldred (played ‘Ace’ in Dr Who - the first female 
sidekick to fight back rather than run away screaming!) 
- I met her a few years ago and even as an adult I 
could barely speak with nervous excitement!

Three famous people (alive or dead) you 
would like to meet:
David Bowie, Freddie Mercury, and Alan Rickman

Your best teacher and why:
Mr Highcock, music teacher. Terrifying and wonderfully 
eccentric - I was always really nervous of singing in 
public and he forced me out of my comfort zone and 
into a main role in an opera staged outdoors - he had 
big ideas that seemed impossible and swept everyone 
along with his sheer determination and enthusiasm!

Your Biggest Regret:
No regrets - you have to make mistakes and learn from 
them in order to grow.

Your Proudest Achievement to Date:
Apart from my children, being a founder member of The 
Norfolk Brawds Roller Derby Team and playing for them 
for four years.

The Most Important Thing You Have Ever 
Learned:
Feel the fear… then do it anyway!

Staff Profile: Laurie Tarling 
Teaching & Learning Leader Drama
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UKMT Maclaurin Olympiad 
Maths Challenge
Last year, one of our Year 11 students Fin 
Carlyon qualified to take part in the UKMT 
Maclaurin Olympiad Maths Challenge.
 
Fin received a medal which puts him in the top 
100 scorers, and with over half a million Year 11 
students nationally, this really puts into context 
what an extraordinary achievement this is!
 
This is the best achievement in the UKMT Maths 
Challenge that we have had from a Park School 
student.

 Well done Fin!

Maths Challenge 
Week 
In the week before Christmas our 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 took 
part in Maths Challenge Week. This 
involves participating in a variety 
of Maths challenges with different 
themes throughout the week, often 
working in teams to solve puzzles 
and problems.

Our most popular event by far is 
the “Maths Trail” where students 
identify the location of various Maths 
problems around the school using 
a map, then gain access to the 
location of the next problem when 
they have a correct solution. A lot of 
fun was had by all!

Our World of Maths 
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Our World of Maths 

Student of the Term Awards
At the end of the winter term, two students from each Maths class were nominated as 'Student of the Term', as a 
recognition of their excellent effort throughout the term.

Ruby Taylor
Indi Puddifoot

Katie Lawrie-Enns
Finn Keeble
Lacey Curry

Travis Woolacott
Archie Taylor

Lauren Howard
Bella Harvey

Athena Sideras
Roxy Frayne
Millie Wolfe

Ava Bastien
Jasmine Van Santen

Evie Titmus
Dominique Tocknell

Isla Burrell
Alex Williams
Lucy Gibson
Ewan Smith
Besie Snell

Amber Parry
James Comer
Kyrie Harley

Year 7 Students

Antonina Marchewka
Nat Mitchell

Isabelle Acton
Baylee Jane Long

Chloe Rumble
Dylan Connor

Nhi Pham
Violet Hill

Ollie Tompkins
Chloe Meadows

Grace Rook
Heidi Severn

Chloe Cole
Dylan Ayre

George Gammon
Jack Worthing
Evelyn Walsh
Lillia Clarke

Lily Etheridge
Dan Coram

Abigail Hedges
Poppy Chapple

Amelia Dee
Rueben Beer

Cameron Dobson
Boglarka Ungvari
Zainab Hassan

Rhys Foley
Connie Shaddick

Louise Greatbatch
Ella Etheridge

Mia Parker
Luka Crockford
Amelia Tossell

Lauren Sanders
Lucy Johns

Erika Marshall
Eduardo Branco

Eva Tyacke
Keaton Hill

April Williams
Lillian Dunsworth
Teagen Oxenham

Jasmin Martin
Robyn England
Katy Western
Grace Adams

Jayden Hopkins

Year 8 Students

Year 9 Students
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Ruben Mogg
Rosina Smith

Brooke Freeman
Toby Mansell
Libby Bryan

Emily Mitchell-Berry
Leah Smith

Callum Hall-Goundry
Joshua Growns
Tayla Bayliss
Tyran Tucker

Amelia Sherwin

Harvey Cottle
Kiana Lewis
Alex Allen
Katie Filby
Livia Angell
Mia Wells

Isabelle Woods
Megan Scourfield

Felicity Ayers
Bethany Casinelli
Charles Vergara
Evie Thompson

Maddie Phillips
Tom Rolfe

Mathilda Baker
Oakley Taylor
Eloise James

Jack Vass
Ellie May Hawkins

Lewis Russell
Freddie Tanton
Lee Charman

Abi Ure
Tinisha Wright

Karla Smith
Nicole Crockford

Holly Wilcox
Will Pengelly

Lillie-May McDavitt
Archie Bowman
Kyle Pearson
Jamie Light
Sian Boyten

Bethany Green
Emily Easterbrook
Cameron Reynolds

Maths Puzzle of the Week
Our weekly maths puzzle has continued to run this year, with students solving the puzzle in hope 

of being picked as the weekly winner!
Our Autumn term weekly winners were:

Alexander Edwards 11LT
Storm Beckham 7RG

Alfie Pounds 11LT
Megan Rook 10AY

Rebecca Van Santen 9KD
Bailey Squires 11CW

Logan James 7IK

Beth Macleod 11LC
Fergus Rostock 10AC
Keria O'Mahony 9GR
Anisha Williams 10EM
Finley Johnson 10LI 

All correct entries throughout the term were entered into our Christmas raffle to win a £10 
voucher.

The lucky winner this term was Neave Williams 8DC. 
Well done!

Our World of Maths 

Year 10 Students

Year 11 Students
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Two Author Visits 
At the beginning of October, Park School were 
extremely delighted to work with the Appledore 
Book Festival and had the privilege of welcoming two 
successful children’s authors to our school for a series 
of presentations and workshops with two different year 
groups - Year 8 and Year 10.

Author - Andy Mulligan 
On Thursday 7th October, our first author Andy 
Mulligan, gave an inspiring presentation to thirty of 
our Year 10 GCSE English students. The students were 
completely engaged and fixed on the author as he 
spoke about his fascinating career and journey following 
his time spent teaching in the Philippines.  He talked 
about his incredible experience visiting the slums in 
Manila and how he met some students who heavily 
inspired his stories. Our students were intrigued to hear 
how he developed his writing through his experiences 
and they listened intently throughout. Andy Mulligan 
is best known for his best seller ‘Trash’, which has 
also been made into a film! After the presentation, 
the author answered questions that the students 
had prepared prior to the talk - Andy loved this and 
thoroughly enjoyed his morning at Park!

Author - Karen McCombie 
On Friday 8th October, we were very fortunate to 
welcome highly-acclaimed and much loved children's 
author Karen McCombie to our school. 

Karen first started her career as a magazine journalist 
for teenage girls' magazines such as 'Just 17' and 
'Sugar'. When she was 34 years old, she wrote her first 
book. Since then, Karen has had more than  ninety 
books published and many of them can be found in our 
school library. Her latest novel is 'How To Be Human' - 
a story about a stranded alien hiding in your school! 
During her visit, Karen ran a wonderful writing 
workshop for a group of enthusiastic Year 8 students. 
Her warm, friendly and funny personality kept the 
students engaged the whole time and they all managed 
to produce some wonderful work which they shared 
at the end. Karen then spent time answering lots of 
questions from the students.

One of the highlights of the morning was when Tyler-
Jay met Karen, and had a copy of her book signed 
by her. He told her he had always wanted to meet 
a famous author and this was his best day ever! A 
delightful event, enjoyed by all.

Our World of English

Karen loved her time visiting Park School, she said: 

"I couldn’t have asked for a better bunch 
of students for my return to in-person 

visits after 18 long months!"
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English - School Magazine

Magazine and Graphics Design Club 
Students - Do you love writing, graphic design, illustration or 
photography?

Do you have a desire to help promote the student voice at Park?
Then come and join our Magazine and Graphic Design Club, where we 
will create a termly magazine written by students for students.

If you’re interested please come along to IT2 on Tuesdays after school 
from 3.30 – 4.20pm.  Students of all year groups are very welcome!

Students attending this club have done an amazing job of producing a 
magazine all about Park School. 

The magazine written by the students features short stories, quizzes, 
book reviews, articles, and horoscope readings. 

The club meet on a Tuesday 3.30-4.20pm in ICT2.  New members from 
all year groups are welcome.  If you would like to join the club and add 
your own writing to the next edition then please see Miss Sweet-Escott. 

Here is an example of a short story printed in our last termly magazine.

Why...
By Harriet Baker (Year 7)

I froze. My breath came in quick gasps, catching in my throat. A howl sliced through the silence of the night, and 
the hairs on the back of my neck rose. I’d been warned of the dangers of the forest but I hadn’t listened to them.
Everyone knew what the magic did to you, making you weaker and weaker until you finally succumbed to the 
darkness. The fables and the rumours had fueled my curiosity and I couldn’t resist the temptation any longer.
Never go into the woods.

Never EVER leave the path.

A howl came again, screaming as though it was a tormented soul, itching to claim another life. I looked around, 
my stupidity sinking in. I was scared now, my head was cloudy and I suddenly couldn’t think straight. Why. Why 
on earth did I think this was a good idea?

I could no longer get my body to do what I wanted; my movements came in jerky sequences as I struggled to stay 
in control of my body. I finally collapsed. As my final thought melted away, I had a sudden fleeting glimpse of my 
parents when they heard the news, sobbing and holding each other and I knew what I’d done was unforgivable. 
My life flashed before my eyes in a murky sequence. I was falling, falling, falling...

Why...
By Harriet Baker (Yr7)

I froze. My breath came in quick 
gasps, catching in my throat. A 
howl sliced through the silence 
of the night, and the hairs on the 
back of my neck rose. I’d been 
warned of the dangers of the for-
est but I hadn’t listened to them. 

short
stories

Everyone knew what the magic 
did to you, making you weak-
er and weaker until you finally 
succumbed to the darkness. The 
fables and the rumours had fueled 
my curiosity and I couldn’t resist 
the temptation any longer. 

Never go into the woods. 

Never EVER leave the path.

A howl came again, screaming 
as though it was a tormented 
soul, itching to claim another life. 
I looked around, my stupidity 
sinking in. I was scared now, my 
head was cloudy and I suddenly 
couldn’t think straight. Why. Why 
on earth did I think this was a 
good idea? 

I could no longer get my body 
to do what I wanted; my move-
ments came in jerky sequences 
as I struggled to stay in control 
of my body.  I finally collapsed. 
As my final thought melted away, 
I had a sudden fleeting glimpse 
of my parents when they heard 
the news, sobbing and holding 
each other and I knew what I’d 
done was unforgivable. My life 
flashed before my eyes in a murky 
sequence. I was falling, falling, 
falling...
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Student Profile
Summer-Jayne Robins-Ridd (7CK)

What is your particular interest/
achievement?  

My interests are gymnastics, netball and crossfit. 
My favourite is gymnastics and my greatest 
achievement so far is being selected to go to 
America in 2023.

Tell us more about it.

I started off as a cheerleader at the age of 3 but 
after watching gymnasts in the gym, my interests 
grew more for gymnastics. I do fifteen and a half 
hours of practice a week, and most of the time I 
practice at home.

What have been your biggest achievements 
in it?

My greatest achievement so far is being 
selected to go to America next year. My other 
achievements are all the skills I have learnt after 
lockdown. I also won my first trophy this year!

What are the “secrets” of your success?  

The ‘secret’ of success in gymnastics is to believe 
in yourself (and your coach) and work hard.

What is the most important/best thing about 
Park School?  

The best thing about Park School is that there is a 
variety of sports and you have the chance to learn 
something new. You also get the chance to play 
in positions you wouldn't normally play in e.g. 
netball.

Student Profile
Mia Parker (9AR)

What is your particular interest/
achievement?  

My particular achievement is completing my 
bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. 

Tell us more about it.

I did my Duke of Edinburgh award with the Army 
Cadets. It took one day to plan the walk and then 
a week later we did the first walk. As we couldn't 
stay the night, we then completed the walk the 
next day and that's when I received my bronze 
award. This is my biggest achievement within 
army cadets.

What have been your biggest achievements 
in it?

My biggest running achievement was being 
selected for the London Mini Marathon trials to 
represent U13 South West girls where I came 8th 
overall. I am also currently 3rd in the Westward 
League and 4th in the Gliddon Squire League for 
U13 girls.

What are the “secrets” of your success?  

My secret of success for completing my award was 
being confident and doing it with new people. I 
also made sure I always had fun and laughed with 
everyone throughout!

What is the most important/best thing about 
Park School?  

My head and deputy head of house for Drake 
always cheer people up when they are down or 
having a bad day which I really appreciate. They 
are just the best people! And I can't forget about 
seeing your friends everyday and also the school 
has some of the best lessons.

Students Achieving Beyond the Classroom
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Remembrance Day Service 
On November 11th, students from Park School attended 
Barnstaple Town Council’s 17th Children’s Remembrance Service 
at the War Memorial in Rock Park. The students planted poppy 
crosses and laid wreaths to pay tribute to those serving in the 
armed forces past and present. Our Head Boy and Head Girl, and 
Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl read a poem and all the 
students performed a hymn during the service. 

Mayor Alan Rennles said: “The wreaths that the schools 
made were fantastic and the poem read by students from 
Park Community School was a very fitting tribute indeed.”
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Student Profile
Caitlyn De'Ath (10JN)
What is your particular interest/achievement? 
My particular interest is Judo. I have won two gold medals at 
the National Judo Championships. 

Tell us more about it. 
When I was 4 years old I asked my mum and dad if I could 
try Judo and I loved it! I now train 6 days a week which is 
about 16 hours of training every week.

What have been your biggest achievements in it?  
My biggest achievement is when I fought in 2 weight groups, 
mine and the one above, and was the youngest person to 
compete. I won all my fights and came home with two gold 
medals. Recently, I was offered the opportunity to go to 
Japan to train for 12 days but, unfortunately, it was cancelled 
due to Covid so it has been rescheduled. 

What are the “secrets” of your success? 
My secret would be to train as you fight, I always think about 
how it could benefit me. But you have to enjoy it because 
that’s your drive to improve and win.

What is the most important/best thing about Park School? 
The best thing about Park School is how encouraging and supportive everyone is.

Student Profile
Amelia Reed (8RK)
What is your particular interest/achievement? 
I play football for Exeter City FC and Fremington Youth FC, 
and when I’m older I really want to be playing for England. 

Tell us more about it. 
I first started playing in July 2018, it was my brother who 
got me into football. At the moment, I train on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. On Thursdays, 
I train at Cliff Hill; Tuesdays I train at Tarka Tennis, and the 
other days I train two hours a day at home. 

What have been your biggest achievements in it?  
My biggest achievements in football have been passing 
Devon County Phase 1 Trials and getting into Exeter City FC. 
Another achievement I am proud of is becoming the captain 
for Fremington Youth FC. 

What are the “secrets” of your success? 
The secret of my success is to never give up. If I get a skill wrong the first time, I keep trying until I get it right, 
even if it takes two hours. I don’t want to come off the pitch thinking that I haven’t achieved everything I can.

What is the most important/best thing about Park School? 
The best thing about Park School in my eyes is the range of sports and activities that you can do, such as ping-
pong, football or rugby. The most important thing is how far Park School wants to push you in every lesson - they 
want you to be the best you can be. 

Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom

Students Achieving Beyond The Classroom
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Apple Tree Farm is a smallholding in North Devon run as a care farm, 
using their facilities and animals to provide children and young adults the 
opportunity to enjoy the therapeutic aspects of farming. 

My Visits to Apple Tree Farm - by Lauren Sanders (Year 9)
 
I have really enjoyed attending Apple Tree Farm. I liked meeting the animals 
and doing archery. 

We helped to feed the pigs and other animals. My favourite animals were the 
rabbits.

At Christmas time we set up a tent for people to sit in.

It was nice to work with the people that own the farm, they made us feel 
welcome. I think the farm has helped me. It helped me to work with other 
people better and improve my teamwork skills. I think people would enjoy 
Apple Tree Farm, especially if they love animals and like working as a team. 

Apple Tree Farm 
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Our World of Art and Photography

North Devon Museum - 
Photography Competition 
The Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon's 
Photography Competition was open to all students 
and adults in North Devon. Celebrating the tradition 
of documentary photography in North Devon, 
the students were given the theme of Home. Not 
necessarily a house, home could represent family, 
a community or an environment. The students were 
encouraged to show their own representations of 
lockdown-life and the effects of Covid-19 in relation 
to the theme. Eleven of our GCSE photographers 
had their photography selected and exhibited in the 
museum. Callum Thorne’s photograph came second 
overall, just missing the £200 prize! Well done to all 
of our budding photographers.

Healthy Eating Window Art - School Canteen
At the end of the summer term a group of KS3 students took part in a project to promote healthy eating in our 
school canteen. Anthony Matthew (our school Catering Manager), kindly provided the materials to enable our 
students to produce some glass-painting in response to the illustrations of Jon Burgerman. The characters were 
drawn freehand and then developed using Photoshop before finding their way onto the large windows. The resulting 
artwork was extremely colourful and vibrant, and looked great on the large windows!
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Cacti-Inspired Mock Exam 
We would like to thank Mr Dawes at St. 
John’s Garden Centre for lending the Art 
Department a large collection of cacti for the 
students’ observational drawing exam. 

The Art Department would also like to thank 
Barry Endean (Latham’s Grandfather) for 
the generous donation of his entire cacti 
collection - something that he has spent 
many years putting together. The student 
results were spectacular!

Studio KIND Art Exhibition 
Our Natural World Pop-up Exhibition Braunton

Students from Year 9-11 produced artwork in response to the theme ‘Our Natural World’. This exhibition explored 
and celebrated the natural forms that are part of our everyday lives. Our students produced work using a range 
of art forms such as ceramics, printmaking, drawing, painting and photography. Over 200 visitors attended over 
the duration of half term and the feedback from the exhibition has been wonderful. A huge thank you must go to 
Laura Porter and Richard Gregory from Studio KIND for inviting us to take part.

Also, thank you to the Friends of Park and Tesco for supplying the refreshments for the private viewing.
Please take a look at the whole exhibition on this virtual tour:https://www.studiokind.org.uk/our-natural-world-
virtual-tour
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Our World of Art and Photography

Green Lanes Art Exhibition
The Park Community School Art Department were incredibly fortunate to be invited to display their artwork in 
the Forces Support Shop in Green Lanes over the summer. This exhibition was part of the Barnstaple in Bloom 
Competition and included ninety pieces of artwork from across the school. 

Well done to all the students for their amazing display of artwork!
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The Royal Academy Young Artists Summer 
Show

Well done to the following students who submitted their art photography work to the prestigious Royal Academy 
of Arts gallery in London. Over seventeen-thousand pieces of work were submitted from across the country, and 
Maisy Hawkins has had her work accepted for the online exhibition!

What an amazing achievement - congratulations Maisy!

Well done to all those students who submitted pieces for the show: 

Year 9 
Eva Tyacke 

Year 11

Sandye Chadwick 
Kali McIlwaine 
Kai Foley 
Amelie Bond 
Anoushka Tailor 
Luke Osborn
Mathilda Baker 
Maisy Hawkins 

Year 11 Leavers (Summer 2021)

Megan Wall
Sam Newby Gonzalez 
Isobel Robinson 
Jessica Price 
Charlotte Tucker 
Lucy Braund 
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Sixty students submitted entries to the RSPCA 
Young Photographer Competition during the 
summer holidays.

The standard was incredibly high but unfortunately 
we weren’t successful  in achieving any winners on 
this occasion. We will try again next year!

Our World of Art and Photography 

RSPCA 
Photography 
Competition

Emily Davies - Year 9

Chanelle Godfrey - Year 11

Heidi Ruhleman - Year 9
Hettie Bond - Year 8 Leyla Mogge - Year 8
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Broomhill Art Hotel
Year 10 Photography Trip 

It was such a pleasure to resume our annual GCSE Art/Photography trip to the Broomhill Estate following the 
recent Covid restrictions. Eighty students spent the day taking photographs, drawing, and painting in the woodland 
and gardens  of the newly refurbished hotel. The students are now developing this work back in the classroom as 
part of their coursework. We are so fortunate to have such a wonderful resource on our doorstep.
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Staff Profile:
Libby Tanton-Joy 
(Educational Visits Coordinator)
I was born in North Devon and have lived here my whole life. This 
led to me going to Bideford College to complete my GCSEs. I was 
unsure on A-levels so tried a few different things before deciding an 
apprenticeship may be the best way forward for me. I undertook a 
Business Administration apprenticeship at North Devon Leisure Centre, 
alongside completing my ASA Level 2 Teaching swimming qualification 
and NPLQ. 

I decided to go back to college as a mature student studying the 
Access to Higher Education Diploma in Nursing, Midwifery and Medical 
Science on their 2 year part time course alongside working. 

I started working at Park in September 2018, with my first abroad 
residential to Belgium going out in October Half Term that year. 

During Crufts one year we were able to meet Noel Fitzpatrick. He 
decided gatecrashing our ring whilst a class was in the ring to see the Border Terriers was a good idea. 
Lucky for me this was a class I was in and we all 
managed to get a photo with him. 

Staff are interesting people too!

Your Life in 10 Questions: 
Favourite Pastimes/Hobbies?
Dog shows are my biggest hobby. It's something I 
started doing at the age of 10 and have never stopped. 
As a hobby it allowed me to find something I was good 
at, enjoyed and allowed me to develop confidence. I’ve 
attended both open shows and championship shows 
including Crufts, competing in both breed showing and 
Young Kennel Club Handling. 

Showing has led me to some amazing opportunities 
including going to America on two occasions, to handle 
dogs for a good friend. It has also allowed me to travel 
around England. I’ve spent my time handling dogs for 
very good friends to some success up until 2020 when 
I finally got my own dog Lunar. We spent lockdown 
together participating in a range of training including 
trick training to her Expert Masters Title and agility 
training. Once shows started back up she entered the 
dog showing world and gained a Reserve Challenge 
Certificate, qualifying her for Crufts for life. 

Alongside showing I actively judge the Breed at open 
shows whilst working my way through the criteria to 
be able to judge them at championship shows. This 
includes attending seminars, exams, and mentoring 
sessions with knowledgeable people in the breed and 
also judging a set number of dogs. 

Favourite Book?
My favourite book series that I read whilst still in school 
was Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson Series.

Favourite Music? 
I enjoy a wide range of music. I have seen both Take 
That and Sam Smith in concert with Ed Sheeran on the 
list to see this year.

Favourite Film?
I'm partial to any Disney Movie!

Childhood Hero?
Noel Fitzpatrick (TV’s The Supervet)

Three famous people (alive or dead) you 
would like to meet?
AP McCoy, Claire Baldwin, and Elton John

Your best teacher and why?
Mr Ford - He was my Physics teacher who got me 
through my GCSE and always made the lessons 
enjoyable.

Your Biggest Regret?
Not pursuing the opportunity to handle dogs in America 
for a prolonged period of time.

Your Proudest Achievement to Date?
Whelping my first litter of Border Terrier Puppies.

The Most Important Thing You Have Ever 
Learned?
Be true to yourself and always do what feels right to 
you. Trusting your gut.



Year 11 
Leavers' Awards 
The Park Community School holds an annual celebration where our Year 11 

leavers receive their GCSE certificates and are awarded with our Special 
Awards. 

Unfortunately due to Covid, this year we were unable to hold a presentation 
evening. Nevertheless, we would like to congratulate all our Year 11 leavers for 
their amazing achievements and thank them for their contribution to The Park 
School Community. We wish them all the very best for the next stage of their journey.

Our special award winners were:

Megan Walker - Art Achievement Award

Kellie Gooding - Child Development Award

Phoebe Clarke - Expressive Arts Award for Drama

Zahi Kanj - English Aspiration Award

Cerys Wild - English Attainment Award

James Keates - Gerald Thorne Award for Geography

Megan Burnell - Food Preparation & Nutrition Award

Evie Bazley - Grant Award for History

Fin Carlyon - Evans & Co. Accountants
Maths Award for Best Overall Achievement

Jessica Price - Evans & Co. Accountants Maths Award 
for Best Overall Progress

Amy Miller- Languages Award for French

Robert Waldron - Languages Award for Spanish 

Hunny Phillips - David Pengelly Award for Music 

Zahi Kanj - Dance Award 

Lily Wilson - Physical Education Best Female All-
Rounder Award 

Jake McElfatrick - Physical Education Best Male All-
Rounder Award

Elsie Gordon - Expressive Arts Award for Photography

Phoebe Clarke - Reverend Benson Award for Religious 
Education

Cerys Wild - Science Award for Biology

Sam Puttipap - Science Award for Chemistry

Evie Bazley - Science Award for Physics

Evie Bazley - Sociology Award

Hannah Chambers - Sara Bluett Technology Award

Ben Robinson - Computing Award

Callum Leather - Jewson Construction Award

Spencer Cleary - James Electrics Construction Award

Callum Thorne - Children & Young People’s Award: The 
Spirit of Devon

Kellie Gooding - Governors’ Award for Work 
Experience - Female

Marcus Bulled - Governors’ Award for Work Experience 
- Male

Mia Roscoe - The Jonathan Baxter Award for Business 
& Enterprise

James Figes - John William Award for Contribution to 
School Life

Ashton Sims - The Lee-McEldon Citizenship Award

Luke Kyle - Payne Award for Services to the 
Community

Callum Leather - Outstanding Personal Achievement 
Award

Phoebe Clarke - Newsham Award for Most Outstanding 
GCSE Results

Mia Roscoe - Deputy Head Girl Award

Callum Thorne - Deputy Head Boy Award

Phoebe Clarke - Hughes Award for Head Girl

James Figes - Critchley Award for Head Boy
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Charity Fundraising 

This year Park School has been supporting the World Land Trust Conservation Charity to expand a nature reserve 
helping to protect a unique habitat under threat. If we don't protect this land the home for several endangered 
species will be permanently destroyed primarily due to the threats of agriculture and logging. It's a great cause 
and you can be involved by learning about the nature we are protecting and feel proud to make a real difference 
to our environmental impact. 

The nature reserve is Laguna Grande in Guatemala which contains some of the last remnants of a habitat under 
severe threat from logging and agriculture. Once completed the reserve will cover 4,000 Hectares of rainforest, 
providing vital protection for endangered species. Our school site measures 400m by 420m so we will be 
supporting an area of 168,000 square metres.

Thanks to the generous donations from our students so far we have already raised an amazing £1,156 
towards our goal of saving a patch of rainforest!

Kira Farm - Amigos
Every year, forty-five young people come to Kira Farm, 
where their lives are transformed. These precious 
young people have experienced violence, trauma, 
and unimaginable suffering. In their year at Kira Farm 
they learn to heal and to believe in themselves. They 
also learn the skills to transform their own lives and 
the lives of their families and broader communities. 
The two students we currently support are Jordan and 
Scovia and like us, their education at Kira Farm has 
been disrupted by Covid.

Our non-uniform day on 17th December raised 
enough money this year to support Jordan and 
Scovia at Kira Farm in Uganda. 

World Wide Fund For Nature
Through our tutor charity bucket collections, we have 
also been able to sponsor some animals through WWF. 

So far we have the following adoptions:

7IK - Adopted an elephant 
7PH - Adopted a snow leopard 
8JL - Adopted a gorilla 
8PG - Adopted a panda
9KD - Adopted an orangutan and a dolphin 
10MB - Adopted a gorilla
10AP - Adopted an orangutan
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Help Raise Funds for The Park Community School



Term Dates 2021 - 2022
Non Pupil Day - Monday 28th March
Spring Term Ends - Friday 8th April
Half Term - Monday 21st to Friday 25th 
February inclusive

Summer Term Begins - Monday 25th April
Bank Holiday - 2nd May, 3rd June
Half Term - Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd 
June inclusive
Non Pupil Day - 11th July, 26th July
Summer Term Ends - Monday 25th July 

Dates To Remember
Year 7 Parents’ Evening - 31st March, 2022
Year 8 Parents’ Evening - 28th April, 2022
Year 9 Parents’ Evening - 23rd June, 2022
Year 10 Parents’ Evening - 12th May, 2022
PHSEE Information Evening - 5th May, 2022

GCSE Exams start - 16th May, 2022
Year 10 Mock Exams start - 27th June, 2022
Sports Day starts - 13th June, 2022
Year 11 Prom - 1st July, 2022

Overall House Activities Shield 
House Points Total up to December 2021

1 RALEIGH 47

2 FORTESCUE 43.5

3 KINGSLEY 43

4 CHICHESTER 41

5 DRAKE 35.5

Parents/Carers - Have you signed up to My Child At 
School?
My Child At school is the online parent portal or app that gives you full access to your child's 
school information. With My Child At School you can:

• Top up dinner money balances
• Purchase items from the school shop, such as uniform, stationery items and revision books
• View your child's timetable
• Receive announcements and messages – whether via the app messaging platform or push notifications
• Send messages to the school office.
• View your child’s monitoring reports
• Keep track of your child’s behaviour and attendance records
• Maintain your parental consents
• Update your contact information - address, phone numbers and email addresses
• Update your child's contact information
• Make secure bookings and online payments for school trips, clubs and events
• View exam timetables
• View the school calendar

If you have not signed up, please contact the School Office and request your log-in details
Tel: 01271 373131 or admin@theparkschool.org.uk


