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Editor’s note
Hello students of Park School! 
We’re now just into the summer 
term: it’s time to get ready for the 
long, sunny days.

Last term was littered with all 
sorts of small yet enjoyable things, 
such as the countless cake sales, 
the ever-changing weather and 

the summer season is kicking in, 
as I said before.

It was busy with mock exams 
for both years 10 and 11 and 
GCSEs are approaching, but that 
shouldn’t get to anyone’s head. 
You’ve all got this!

So, we hope you enjoy reading 
this version of Kids Wrote This, 
and enjoy the rest of your day!
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You may think that your teachers 
have no life and nothing going on 
once they leave the gates. But you 
are wrong. We’ve been on a mis-
sion to find out what the teachers 
don’t tell. Now this is where you 
come in: your job is to work out 
which fabulous fact matches to 
which teacher.

Of course...we’re making this a 
competition! If you think you 
know the teacher’s secrets then 
email us your results at either: 

The winner will be getting edible 
prizes!

GOOD LUCK ;)

Teachers - The Truth
by Niamh McLaughlin and Lily Cushion (Yr10)

1. ‘I used to play Roller Derby’

2. ‘I have a black cockapoo and
an apricot cockapoo’

3. ‘I lived in New Zealand for 5
years’

4. ‘While at the British ambassa-
dor’s residence in Paris I met
François  Gabart who holds
the world record for solo cir-
cumnavigation.’

5. ‘I cycle to work all the way
from Bideford in the summer’

6. ‘I enjoy bird watching’

7. ‘I once spoke to Sacha Baron
Cohen in an airport’

8. ‘I went for cocktails with Baz
Luhrmann’

9. ‘I lived in Brazil for 2 years’

10. ‘I did flamenco dancing for 5
years’

11. ‘I once taught in New Zealand’

12. ‘I went to boarding school’

13. ‘I used to work for Lloyd
Grossman’

14. ‘I play the clarinet’

15. ‘I played the evil wizard in an
aladdin pantomime’

a. Miss Tarling
b. Mr Henique
c. Miss Mills
d. Mrs Jones
e. Miss Upsdale
f. Mr Reason
g. Mr Lewin
h. Mr Hague
i. Miss Curtis
j. Mrs Veale
k. Mrs Goodman
l. Miss Flesher
m. Ms Brierley
n. Miss Perkins
o. Miss Sweet-Escott

ahope
Highlight



Ukraine
By Lily Cushion (Yr10)

Many of you may be concerned 
about the current situation in 
Ukraine. There is a lot of misin-
formation being spread around on 
the internet so I will be informing 
you about the situation. 

Contrary to popular belief, the 
conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine did not start recently and 
has been ongoing since The Rev-
olution of Dignity in 2014. Dur-
ing this revolution, there was an 
outbreak of violent protests and 
police riots due to The Ukraini-
an president of the time refusing 
to sign an EU trade agreement. 
The Russian president Vladimir 
Putin and his government then 
overtook the Crimean Peninsula, 
a mountain range that was part of 
Ukraine at the time. This sparked 
controversy and tension between 
the two nations. 

Although the conflict did not start 
recently, the aggression of the 
Russian army rapidly increased 
during the beginning of this year. 
Russian troops began to amass 
on the border of Ukraine, in very 
large numbers. On 24th February, 
Russian troops launched a large-
scale invasion of Ukraine. One 
reason for this is a claim by the 
Russian government that there 
were many security and legal risks 

of Ukraine joining NATO, which 
Russia is not a part of. NATO is 
a group of countries that have 
formed an alliance, much like the 
EU; they solve conflicts between 
members. As of the time of writ-
ing, 13th March 2022, Russian 
forces have continued to advance 
towards the Ukrainian capital 
Kyiv. Many regions have been 
captured by the Russian military 
and buildings have been bombed, 
including houses, nurseries and 
even a hospital. The current offi-
cial civilian death toll in Ukraine 
is 636 people. 

There are concerns that the UK 
will soon be involved and there 
are comments about nuclear 
warfare being thrown around in 
the media. I am no expert but I 
do not think that nuclear warfare 
is very likely, as the fallout and 
consequences would be severe. 
Nuclear weapons are a last resort 
and unless another, even worse, 
situation occurs it is not really 
a viable solution. Currently no 
other countries are helping Russia 
or Ukraine with weapons as this 
could escalate the situation, and 
most countries are trying to avoid 
conflict.

Russia has also been attempting 
to capture Mariupol, a city in 

Ukraine. It is significant for both 
sides in this war as a Russian 
victory in Mariupol would enable 
the Russian government to show 
its people that Russia is making 
progress. Russian forces have cap-
tured a hospital in Mariupol and 
are holding around 400 civilians 
hostage.

Over 2 million refugees have 
left the country, and many more 
are attempting to leave. Lots of 
countries are taking in refugees, 
most notably Poland, which, 
as a country, has taken in over 
half the refugees. In Poland they 
have altered their law, so that 
any Ukrainian citizen fleeing the 
country does not require a visa, 
and just needs their passport. This 
is a very important aid as even 
if they are not sending military 
help, they are helping the civilians. 
Many people feel that the UK 
is not doing enough to help the 
fleeing Ukrainians; however, there 
are high-profile campaigners or-
ganising petitions urging the UK 
government to do more. 



Do you remember being in 
lockdown - not seeing friends, 
not seeing family? In the worst 
case scenario, you may not have 
even been able to say goodbye to 
a loved one. You may have missed 
a birthday party, you may have 
missed a school trip, you may 
have missed a family holiday. We 
definitely all had what was for-
merly known as our education 
obliterated. In a nutshell, so many 
sacrifices. Now we know that 
Boris Johnson was making all of 
these rules and allegedly following 
very few of them. 

The Rules: 

At this time, the main rules were 
to stay indoors, to not go out for 
more than an hour of exercise 
a day, to not adventure into any 
other household. We had to stay 
separate from all of the connec-
tions and familiarity that we know 
and love. We all had to bear the 
anxiety and uncertainty separately. 

Perhaps we all made these sacrific-
es whilst looking for guidance. We 
were following rules. We trusted 
them. 

What happened: 

In the last few weeks, it has now 
emerged that the people who were 
making the rules and telling us 
the rules were possibly not follow-
ing their own advice.  According 
to the headlines, they were telling 
us to do one thing, and doing 
another. 

One might say that this govern-
ment has been working under un-
precedented pressure - is it so out-
rageous that they have a gathering 
with some cheese (and wine) at 
work? However, we also may say 
that all of the teachers at school 
and all of the NHS and other key 
workers were also working under 
unprecedented pressure. Would 
we have tolerated them drinking 
on the job? Would we have felt 
safe and looked after with them 

drinking on the job? Everyone’s 
views may differ. This has creat-
ed a national conversation about 
trust and leadership.

The Future:

The PM has filled in a police 
questionnaire. In fact, he is the 
very first Prime minister to do 
so. Tony Blair said in 2007 that 
he would resign if questioned by 
the police (during the cash for 
honours scandal). There are 12 
possible allegations being made by 
Scotland Yard into the PM’s pos-
sible breaches in covid rules. Sue 
Grey (a senior civil servant), has 
written the final report, however it 
has not been published as of yet… 
and now the Ukraine crisis pro-
vides a distraction at a politically 
opportune moment.  

Suddenly, this week the news is 
much less about Boris Johnson. 
During the crisis with  Ukraine, 
we can only hope that Boris John-
son is the strong leader we need. 
This is not about party politics, 
it needs to be about opening a 
conversation about the current 
situation and being aware of how 
accountable politicians are and 
should be.

LATEST REPORTS: The Scandalous Superiors      Emily Davies (Yr 9) March 2022

Boris Johnson:
‘Do as I say, not as I do’



Micro trends: what are they?  A 
micro trend is a trend that rises 
into popularity incredibly quickly 
but falls out of people’s interests 
even faster.  They tend to catch 
our interest on social media sites 
such as Tik Tok and Instagram.  
Chances are that you witness 
them every day!  You may even 
own some.  A few examples of 
current micro trends are: track 
jackets, single closure cardigans, 
statement scarves, puffer jackets/
vests, striped jumpers and wedge 
boots among many, many more.  
Micro trends often last between 3 
to 5 years whereas macro trends 
last between 6 to 10 years.  After 
their average lifespan, they have 
to decide whether or not they are 
going to stick around and become 
a macro trend or disappear for 
good.

Sustainability - great, or not so?  
You will often discover that the 
faster the fashion cycle, the great-
er the amount of waste produced.  
The reasoning behind the low sus-

tainability rate is because we often 
discard our unwanted garments 
and accessories as soon as they 
fall out of fashion leading to mass-
es of undesired items.  You can 
be more sustainable by donating 
your unwanted ex-micro trends 
to charity shops or gift them to a 
friend or family member who will 
appreciate the item.

Fast fashion is the massive pro-
duction of inexpensive clothing at 
an incredibly fast pace in response 
to the latest trends.  According to 
fast fashion waste statistics, the 
industry produces over 92 million 
tonnes of waste per year.  That is 
an appalling amount of waste!

So, what are the benefits and 
costs?  Although to the world they 
may seem temporarily unique 
and exciting, they are not quite as 
amazing as they originally seem.  
Firstly, these products are often 
made in underdeveloped coun-
tries where the workers in the 
factories are poorly paid and have 

Micro Trends:
The FactsBy Chloe Cole (Yr8)

their rights disrespected.  Also, al-
though it is completely inhumane, 
child labour is used in these fac-
tories too.  Secondly, micro trend 
garments are often produced at 
such a fast rate that sustainability 
is not guaranteed. However, there 
are a few benefits.  One of these 
is that people who have an online 
business can capture the attention 
of customers while advertising 
these products leading to a larger 
profit.  Another benefit is that 
small businesses can grow as they 
often produce the same or similar 
products that are desired by the 
public.

In conclusion, I think that some 
may want to steer clear of these 
trends while others may go along 
with the crowd.  I personally 
want to remain as sustainable as 
possible so I’ll try to decrease the 
amount of micro trends I pur-
chase.



As Spring is officially on its way, 
we can finally look forward to the 
joys and cheer of the upcoming 
season.  Firstly, there are many 
foods returning to the shelves in 
supermarkets that we have not 
seen for what feels like forever.  
From hot cross buns to Cadbury’s 
creme eggs, there is something for 
everyone.  Also, many fruits, such 
as strawberries, that disappeared 
for the Winter, are coming back.

Events 

Some events to be noted in our 
calendars shall be celebrated 
across the world soon such as 
Easter, Holi (India), Cherry 
Blossom Festival (South Korea) 
and Feria de Abril (Spain) just to 
name a few.  Holi, mainly cele-
brated in India by Hindus, is a 
celebration of good triumphing 
over evil and is often known as 
the ‘Festival of Colours’ or the 
‘Festival of Love’.  Colour is a huge 
part of this event as they symbol-
ise equality.  The festival feria de 

abril (translated to ‘April Fair’) is 
a week-long celebration of serious 
dancing, drinking (for the adults), 
eating and socialising.  You will 
see many dancers in flamenco 
outfits alongside daily bullfights.  
All of this is meant as a tribute of 
sorts to the arrival of Spring.

Animals

During Spring, the arrival of 
lambs is always an exciting el-
ement of the season.  Bees are 
also starting to re-emerge along 
with the red admiral butterflies, 
distinctive by their black and red 
wings.  If you are interested in 
bird spotting, be sure to look out 
for the barn swallow, chiffchaff 
and a turtle dove.  

Flowers 

Many beautiful flowers are be-
ginning to bloom once again 
this season including daffodils, 
crocuses, snowdrops and prim-
roses to name a few.  Along Rock 
Park, you may have noticed the 
purple and yellow crocuses and 
snowdrops in small patches along 
the path.  They add such a lovely 
variety of colour after such a cold, 
muddy winter.

I hope that you enjoy the upcom-
ing season!

Spring is here
Chloe Cole (Yr8)



This week (week commencing 
14-2-22) has been packed full
of charity events, two of which
included a very successful cake
sale in the Library, hosted by the
Park Pride Club, and a cake sale in
History 1, hosted by Mr Chugg’s
tutor group.

The Park Pride cake sale was ex-
tremely successful, with students 
from all year groups buzzing to at-
tend.The cake sale spanned across 
a 15-20 minute time period, with 
most things selling out fairly 
quickly. There was a wide range 
of things available, from stickers 
to cakes: they had it all! The sale 
raised a total of £108.50 to be 
used as funds for resources such 
as: badges, flags, literature and 
bunting (some of which is availa-
ble to buy from the library!). 

The second cake sale happened 
just a day after, on Wednesday 
the 16th of February. It was an-
other extremely busy sale, with 

everything selling out in under 
10 minutes! The cakes were made 
by a professional baker, and 
everything looked amazing. A 
total of £42 was raised and put 
towards adopting 8DC’s animal 
(an Orangutan) and enough was 
raised to be able to adopt another. 

“The Park Pride bake sale had 
very delicious cakes for an af-

Cake craze!
By Brooke Freeman, Year 10

fordable price, and the money that 
was received went to a good cause. 
It was very accessible and having 
other things available (such as 
stickers) was great to see!” 

“The cake sale in History 1, al-
though successful, was not very 
accessible - ‘practically a riot’ to 
get in the room. As soon as the 
bell went there were many stu-
dents pushing and shoving to 
get there first - even 1 ambitious 
crowd surfer. I am glad that the 
cakes sold and all the money was 
raised; however I was disappoint-
ed.’

‘The Park Pride cake sale was 
very crowded; however there was 
a large variety of cakes for good 
prices.’



For the second edition of the 
magazine, Mr Waldron, our head-
teacher, agreed to an interview. I 
was invited to his office on Mon-
day 22nd November, hoping for a 
scoop. 

I waited patiently, ready with my 
notebook and a pen. It was after 
school, and as Mr. Waldron’s office 
is near the detention rooms, I 
could hear and see all of the after 
school activity.  

It was after half three before a 
teacher realised that I was there; 
however Mr Waldron was not… 
yet. The endless jobs and com-
mitments a Headteacher needs to 
make must have caught up with 
him as by the time he arrived at 
his office there was another teach-
er there for a  meeting.

Eventually, I was admitted to the 
office, and invited to sit down. 
Mr Waldron’s office was a medi-
um-sized room, with a large desk 
in one corner (by the door) and a 
long wooden meeting table below 
a TV on the other side of the 
room. I have to admit I felt a little 
out of place here!

Finally, we were both ready to 
begin. By this time, I was definite-
ly a mix of excited and nervous, 
stumbling over my words, I asked 
my first questions: 

What was your dream job as 
a child? As a child, I wanted to 
become a fighter pilot. In fact, I 
nearly became an airline pilot. I 
was age 29 at the time although at 
the last minute I failed an eye test 
and therefore switched courses to 
teaching. I would have otherwise 
worked for British airlines. 

Where would you travel if you 
could go anywhere in the world 
right now? I would visit Norway, 

because of the beautiful scenery 
throughout the country. 

What is your favourite part of 
your current job? Getting to 
know the students and staff. Meet-
ing all of the fantastic people this 
school has to offer. 

Where is your favourite holiday 
destination? Barcelona, in Spain. 
This is because I have travelled 
there three times on school trips 
and loved each holiday. 

What are your best and worst 
school memories? My best 
memory was meeting friends - I 
am still in contact with most of 
my friends 40 years later! How-
ever, my worst school memory 
would be having to do press-ups 
in Maths when a question I an-
swered was wrong… 

Who were your favourite teach-
ers and why as a child? My 
favourite teacher was my English 
teacher, Mr Edwards, because he 
was always very encouraging and 
he liked to read stories to us with 
very funny character imperson-
ations. He also let me write lots 
of stories which inspired me to 
become an English teacher. 

What food would you have for 
your last meal? 

Mr Waldron: For my last meal I 
would have lasagna with salad and 
salad dressing. 

What are your most important 
values in/out of school? I have 
the same values in and out of 
school, which are kindness and 
looking after the people we love. 
If we are kind to each other the 
world is so much of a better place.
It’s your job as children to make 
sure of that. Honesty is also a real-
ly important value for me. 

Can you give an example of a 
time that you have acted upon 
these values? Acting kindly to 
people, generally, and saying hello 
to everyone in the corridors when 
passing by. 

By the time I finish my GCSEs 
in Y11 (Yr9 now - 2024), what 
will you have achieved at this 
school as headmaster? I plan 
on creating a sixth form option, 
and hope if all goes well to have it 
up and running by 2024! 

What were your first impres-
sions of Park school? Big. My 
last school only had 400 pupils 
in it, so this was a change. Other 
than that, the students seemed 
so positive about the place, it had 
beautiful surroundings and a lot 
to give!

What’s on your agenda over the 
next six months to a year? Get-
ting things back to normal/more 
normal, and getting through covid 
safely. I plan on reintroducing 
more school trips and events.

My interview had gone success-
fully, and upon reflection the only 
thing I would have changed was 
my sudden disappearance after 
the final question, without asking 
our headteacher if there was any-
thing else he would like to add, in 
my rush to get home! 

Mr Waldron Interview
Emily Davies, Year 9



The Queen of Crime:
Agatha Christie

By Phoebe Hawkins (Yr8)

Hello again! Today I’m writing a 
review on the books by Agatha 
Christie - otherwise known as the 
queen of crime. So take a seat and 
find out just how brilliantly amaz-
ing her books were…

Backstory   
Agatha Christie was born on 
the 15th of September 1890 in 
Torquay. She was born into an 
upper - middle class family and 
was largely homeschooled.

First novel

After six rejections, one of Aga-
tha’s books finally hit the shelves. 
Entitled The Mysterious Affair At 
Styles, starring Belgian detective 
Hercule Poirot and friend Arthur 
Hastings, it is about how Poirot 
and Hastings are invited to Emily 

Inglethorp’s house, when she is 
murdered, and Poirot has to solve 
the crime. I haven’t read this one, 
but when I find it amongst the nu-
merous copies of Agatha Christie 
books at home, I will. Strangely, 
Poirot returns to Emily’s house in 
his final book Curtain. I wonder 
why…

Interesting facts
In Agatha’s novels, most murders 
are commited using poison. This 
is because in both world wars she 
served in hospital dispensaries 
where she acquired a knowledge 
of these poisons. 

Did you know Agatha Christie 
disappeared? In August 1926, her 
husband asked her for a divorce 
and on the 3rd of December 1926 
they argued after her husband de-
cided to spend the weekend with 
friends without his wife. Later that 
evening, Agatha disappeared from 
the house. Next morning, her car 
was found by a chalk quarry with 
some clothes and an expired driv-
ing licence. As you could guess, 
this quickly became a news story. 
From searching the countryside 
with several aeroplanes, to even 
giving one of Agatha’s gloves to a 
spirit medium to find her, Agatha 
went missing for ten days. Then 
on the 14th of December 1926, 
she was found at the Swan Hy-
dropathic Hotel under the name 
Mrs Tressa Neele. How’s that for a 
newspaper story?

The actual reviews, yay!
Okay, compared to how many 
amazing novels Agatha Christie 
wrote, I have read a very small 
amount. So my favourite books 
of all time she wrote has to be a 
draw between Death On The Nile, 
The Big Four, and Death In The 
Clouds. 

Death On The Nile is about this 
wealthy girl called Linnet who 
marries a man called Simon 
Doyle. Unfortunately, Simon was 
engaged to Linnet’s best friend 
who starts following them around 
on their honeymoon. When 
Linnet is murdered, Poirot has to 
solve the crime. I really enjoyed 
this book because when I tried to 
see if I could guess the murderer, 
I overcomplicated it and although 
Agatha Christie’s books have a 



slow start once the first murder 
happens, they get really exciting. 
I would recommend these to peo-
ple who enjoy murder mystery, 
suspense and adventure. 

The Big Four is about world dom-
ination. Yep, this sounds serious. 
Poirot decides to leave for Amer-
ica to visit  Captain Hastings who 
lives there with his wife. When 
Hastings returns to visit Poirot on 
the day he leaves, another visitor 
comes, looking like he’s half dead. 
The man tells Poirot about the big 
four, number one is a person from 
China, number two is the richest 
person in America, number three 
is a woman from France, and 
number four is only mentioned 
as the destroyer. Poirot is curi-
ous about this mystery but has to 
depart. However, on the train to 
the ferry, Poirot changes his mind 
and returns back to his apartment. 
When he returns, the man is dead, 
and the clock points to four o’ 
clock. Poirot immediately suss-
es out that he was murdered by 
number four! I really enjoyed this 
book and I hope this has encour-
aged you to give this a go.  

My final other favourite is Death 
In The Clouds. It is about some 
people on a plane going from 
France to England. On the way 
back a woman dies and Poirot is 
accused of the murder in the trial. 
Luckily the verdict doesn’t say 
Poirot is guilty but he sets about 
trying to clear his name and find 
the murderer. This was actually 
one of the only murders that I was 
able to solve so good luck to an-
yone else reading it! This book is 
really good, as it is very dramatic 
and the beginning really sets the 
scene. I would really recommend 
it. 

The only other three I remember 
reading is The Labours Of Hercu-
les, The Murder Of Roger Ack-
royd and Cards On The Table. The 
Labours Of Hercules were good 
but some of the stories weren’t so 
good, so I will put it in here if an-
yone wants to read that one. Also 
The Murder Of Roger Ackroyd is 
quite good but I didn’t enjoy it as 
much. It is still a good novel so I 
will recommend it. Cards On The 
Table is about this guy who invites 
these people to his house, includ-

ing Poirot. He says one of them 
has committed murder, and soon 
enough, he is murded. This was 
actually a very good book, but not 
my all time favourite, so I will put 
it in the review just in case anyone 
wants to read it. 

Of course Agatha Christie wrote 
books about an amature sleuth 
called Miss Marple as well as the 
private detective Hercule Poirot. 

So that is it and that is why Aga-
tha Christie books are so amazing. 
I really hope you give one of her 
books a try. Until then, goodbye!     



Farming Lifestyle:
What is it Really Like?

Evie Jones (Yr7)



You may think that everyone is a 
farmer if they own like 5 animals 
but, actually, only 28% of people 
do farming. Farming is important 
because we get much of our food 
and drink from farmers. Wheat, 
for example,  is something that 
comes from farming, and bread 
is made of wheat. There are many 
different types of farming: farm-
ing food, money and animals.

How do lambs get fed and why are 
they there on a farm?
Lambs are reared and fed by their 
mothers, but if they are unfortu-
nate enough to become orphaned 
or their mothers reject them these 
lambs, they are fed with milk and 

they are able to drink it from a 
contraption - the contraption con-
tains a pocket where you put in 
the milk and the lambs suck it out 
of  a rubber teat and it replicates 
feeding off of their mother. You 
may be wondering: why are they 
on a farm if all they do is just eat? 
Well, they grow up and produce 
more babies and enter the food 
chain to give us meat to eat.

What do cows do on a farm?
Many cows are on a farm to enjoy 
their life. On the other hand, 
some are milked for a living - yes, 
it may seem bad that we are just 
milking them, but we do need 
it because, on  the food wheel, 

almost all of the carbohydrates 
use milk  to make food or drinks. 
If you were to keep cows and they 
become pregnant, they can get 
very defensive when you try to 
take their babies away (in actual 
fact, most of the time, you  have 
to take the babies away because 
the cows may end up treading on 
them!).

To conclude, I hope that you have 
learnt something from this  ar-
ticle. Before you finish reading, 
I also have two fun  facts about 
animals:

1.If a lamb doesn’t smell like how 
a sheep remembers she may end 
up killing her child or just leaving 
it to die.  

2.Goats were the first animal to be 
domesticated, according to histo-
rians.



Mental health is a term referring 
to the state of the mind and emo-
tions. Someone with good mental 
health is commonly happy and 
may not suffer from conditions 
such as BPD (Borderline Person-
ality Disorder), Anxiety, etc… 
However, someone with a “bad” 
mental health may suffer from 
the aforementioned disorders and 
others.

Some of the most common disor-
ders are:

• Anxiety

• Depression

• PTSD

• Eating disorders (anorexia,
binge eating, bulimia)

All of these disorders can affect 
people in different ways. They are 
commonly used as “adjectives” 
and not understood, which can 
be upsetting for those diagnosed 
with them.

Here are the definitions of those 
listed above:

Anxiety:

A feeling of worry, nervousness, 
or unease about something with 
an uncertain outcome. Some oth-
er signs of anxiety are overthink-
ing, obsessing over what others 
see as trivial things and seeming 
stressed a lot.

Depression:

Feelings of severe sadness and 
self-doubt over a long period 
of time. Signs of depression can 
include, but are not limited to, 

Mental health- what is it and what does it mean?
By Eva Tyacke, Year 9



rapid weight loss or gain, disinter-
est in activities and a reluctance to 
socialise.

PTSD:

PTSD is short for Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder which is a 
disorder which develops after a 
shocking, scary or traumatic event 
such as a car crash or falling from 
a height. People with PTSD may 
struggle with flashbacks of their 
trauma, these could lead to panic 
attacks and dissociation.

Mental health- what is it and what does it mean?
By Eva Tyacke, Year 9

Eating Disorders:

The umbrella term of “Eating 
disorder” covers all the problems 
surrounding eating. For example, 
anorexia is not eating enough or, 
in some cases, not eating anything 
at all, whereas binge eating is 
the complete opposite. There are 
many different eating disorders 
and they are often caused by body 
dysmorphia, which is when a 
person does not see their body as 
it truly is.

When talking to people about 
these disorders, be cautious. Not 
everyone is comfortable talking 
about them- people with PTSD 
may not be the happiest reliving 
their trauma or someone with 
anorexia may not like their weight 
being pointed out or asked “How 
much have you eaten?”

Finally, mental health is real. It 
is a real problem people struggle 
with. Try to avoid making jokes- 
“I have an assignment due tomor-
row! I want to k1ll myself ” is a 
common one; make sure what you 
are saying is properly informed 
(if in doubt do research or ask 
someone who knows about the 
topic) and make sure to look after 
yourself- sometimes you can be so 
wrapped up in helping others that 
you forget about yourself.

And with this, I hope that you 
are more informed about mental 
health and the most common dis-
orders. Thank you for reading!  



Crochet has many different for-
mations such as granny squares, 
cardigans and clothes, soft toys 
and blankets. It is a beautiful, 
unique art that many underappre-
ciate. 

All that you need to get started is 
a crochet hook, wool, scissors and 
some optional stitch markers. It 
is very easy to teach yourself as 
there are many resources online: 
youtube, blogs and patterns.  If 
these are not available to you, 
there are crochet magazines that 
can be found in supermarkets.  
When you first learn this craft, it 
may seem incredibly overwhelm-
ing, however practice and help 
will see you through.  When we 
(Chloe and Evelyn) first learnt 
how to crochet, we found it mildly 
difficult as we are self taught, but 
now, after plenty of practise, we 
are completely confident. 

Another great element of crochet 
is the endless creations that you 
can make.  Not all of these have to 
be patterns too.  Once you know 
the basic stitches, you can take 
inspiration from other crafters on 
Pinterest, Instagram, YouTube and 
the list goes on to invent your own 
patterns.

Projects for Beginners

Some beginner projects we would 
recommend include a scarf (of 
varying colours or a single hue), a 
blanket on which you can practice 
a variety of stitches, a small bag 
and placemats/coasters.  These 
are more accessible for those 
who have just started crocheting 
because they only require min-
imal skill and knowledge of the 
craft; for example, the projects 
that I have suggested are all made 
from simple shapes like squares 

and rectangles or slightly more 
advanced circles. 

Stitches

The main stitches that are the 
basis of most stitches are the 
single crochet, often shortened to 
‘sc’ in patterns; double crochet, 
abbreviated to ‘dc’; treble crochet, 
which is shortened to ‘tr’; a chain 
stitch, shortened to ‘ch’; and a slip 
stitch which is abbreviated to ‘sl 
st’. One thing to be aware of when 
learning the stitches is that there 
are US terms and UK terms.  For 
example, a US single crochet is 
a UK double crochet. It is really 
quite confusing.  Thankfully, most 
crocheters mention which terms 
they will be using; however, you 
can learn which is which with a 
little practice and patience.

Recommended Crochet YouTubers:

Bella Coco (1.12 million subscrib-
ers), Hooked by Robin (391,000 

subscribers) and a not so well 
known YouTuber named That 
Crochet Girl (1,970 subscribers) 
are all crochet YouTubers that we 
recommend to you.  They have 
such a vast variety of patterns, tips 
and tricks to help you start your 
crochet journey.  

Our recent crafts: 

Some of our recent crafts include: 
a small rug, a rabbit, a bag, a “few” 
stuffed animals and some granny 
squares. We aspire to crochet a 
blanket and a beanie some time 
soon.

Thank you for reading our article!  
I hope that we have inspired you 
to pick up your crochet hook and 
get crafting.That’s all from us!

We hope that you enjoy the rest of 
your day.

Crochet: A wool masterpiece
Evelyn Walsh and Chloe Cole (Yr8)



We all have different opinions 
about what kind of phone is best, 
but these are just opinions 
There are some good and bad 
things about what we use, such as 
the battery life of the iphone, etc.

The good and bad things about 
Samsung phones
Android is not the best and safest 
phone of all, but it has some good 
features like battery life. Most of 
the apps we use are from the Play 
Shop or the Samsung Shop.
The disadvantages of Samsung 
phones are that some social 
media apps are not optimised for 
Android OS. And as mentioned 
earlier, it’s not really secure.
The good and the bad things 
about iPhones
The most popular issue with 
phones is battery life. We want 
our phones to last all day. The 
good things about iPhones are 
that the social media apps are 
optimised for IOS. For the cam-
era, the iPhone beats the Samsung 
with a 12-megapixel camera, so 
the pictures are much sharper.
The bad thing about iPhones is 
that the battery life is not good, 
so they run out quickly, and the 
App Shop they use makes it a bit 
difficult to find the best apps.
The good and bad things about 
google phones
Google phones are exactly the 
same as a samsung phone it runs 
android OS but has more features 
such as more smooth designs and 
most of the phone models are 
OLED so its more sharper but the 
google pixel has some bad things 
such as there not more desirable

So what phone are you using? 

Phone wars
Kiaron Curnow, Year 7

Take the poll here: 
https://linkto.run/p/8DV0TRXJ



Vincent Wilhem van Gogh was a 
Dutch impressionist painter, born 
in 1853 who painted over 800 
oil paintings, including his most 
famous artwork ‘Starry Night’. He 
influenced artists with his vibrant 
colours, and brushstrokes as well 
as impacted early 20th century 
abstract art. 

After Rembrandt (another re-
nowned Dutch painter) he was 
regarded as one of the most recog-
nised Dutch artists. Despite his 
high status nowadays, van Gogh 
only sold one painting during his 
lifetime called ‘The Red Vineyard’ 

for 400 belgium francs which is 
only £8.31. 

What was Vincent van Gogh’s life 
like?

In 1869, Vincent van Gogh started 
his first job in The Hague at an 
international art firm. He worked 
there until 1880, when he decided 
to pursue a career in teaching at a 
boarding school in Ramsgate.

He only became an artist in 1880, 
and with financial support from 
his brother Theo. Van Gogh was 
taught by his cousin to paint and 
used Japanese prints as inspira-

Vincent
van Gogh

Rebecca Van Santen (Yr9)

tion. Even though he had some 
formal art education, he was 
largely self-taught. Later in 1886, 
Van Gogh came to Paris and met 
Gauguin who he became friends 
with. During his time in France, 
he changed his style of painting 
and began painting self-portraits. 

On December 23rd 1888, Vincent 
van Gogh, who now suffered from 
depression, cut off his ear with a 
razor after a fight with Paul Gau-
guin. It was believed that gave his 
severed ear away.

His art career only lasted 10 years, 
and most of it was impacted by 
manic depression, bipolar and 
many other psychatric disorders. 
On the 27th of July 1890, he shot 
himself in the chest, dying just 2 
days later. 

“Great things are done by a series 
of small things brought together.”





Belle - Film Review 
Eva Tyacke, Year 9

Belle is a film about 
an ordinary Japanese 
schoolgirl named Suzu 
who is depressed after 
the loss of her mother. 
Suzu’s best friend, Hiro 
convinces Suzu to join a 
massive and rapidly-ex-
panding virtual platform 
called “U”- “You can’t 
start over in reality, but 
you can in U”

After joining, Suzu, 
under the name Bell 
quickly becomes one of 
the most recognisable 
users and rapidly gains 
popularity.

However, during a 
concert, one of the most 
notorious U users, The 
Beast,  appears and ruins 
the concert. This starts 
an emotional and mu-

sic-fuelled journey fol-
lowing Suzu, her friends 
and The Beast.

This film is like a mix of 
“Beauty and the Beast” 
and “Ready Player One” 
with themes such as 
family, death and the 
World Wide Web

Overall, it is a film I 
would 100% recommend 
as it is thoughtful, touch-
ing and really opens 
your eyes to topics such 
as online friendships, 
grief and relationships. 
I would recommend it 
for about 13+ as it has a 
few darker, underlying 
themes that help make 
the movie what it is.

Star rating:*****

Final note, watch the sub 
version rather than the 
dubs as it is much better.

Sophie Jones, Year 10 

This book is a 1,306 page 
novel written by Leo 
Tolstoy and published 
in 1867. It follows three 
main families: the Ros-
tovs, the Bezukhovs and 
the Bolkonskys.

The main characters it 
focuses on are Natasha 
Rostov, Pierre Bezuk-
hov and Prince Andrei 
Bolkonsky. 

It also focuses on the 
Franco-Prussian war, 
when Napoleon invaded 
Russia.

There are a lot of sub-
plots, and it switches 
perspectives constantly, 
which can make it hard 
to follow. However it is 
a very good book, and 
shows a philosophical 
perspective on life. 

Natasha is from a big 
family, and seems to 
spend most of the book 
searching for love.

Pierre is the illegitimate 
son of Count Bezukhov, 
and becomes the rich-
est man in Russia after 
inheriting a large fortune 
when his father dies. 
However he is unhappy 
with his life, and seeks 
after help.

Prince Andrei (often 
called Andrew in the 
book) lives with his 
father and sister. He is 
Pierres best friend, and 
often fights in the war.

Tolstoy mixes real life 
events and characters 
such as Napoleon and 
Emperor Alexander 
with fictional characters, 
which is a new concept 
for me as I have not read 
many books that do this.

It isn’t the kind of book 
I would usually read, 
I prefer fantasy books; 
however despite the 
length it was a good read 
and shed a new light on 
human morals and was a 
thought-provoking story.

The plot, while it does 
seem to drag on at times, 
is an engaging plot line 
which keeps the book 
interesting and makes 
you want to read on. 
However, sometimes I 
did feel that it was bor-
ing, and would only read 
a few pages a day.

The second epilogue 

Our writers’
favourites



Emily Davies, Year 9

Mrs Mills has been on a 
mission to raise reading 
levels across the school. 
The student magazine 
wants to support this by 
offering book reviews to 
inspire students to pick 
up their books and read 
them. 

For this issue, I am re-
viewing:

I first read this book 
in 2016 and enjoyed it 
profusely. The feeling 
didn’t change when I 
re-read it whilst writing 
this review. It is a ‘must 
read’ for anyone who is 
interested in a fantasti-

cal, dangerous and more 
than slightly humorous 
style of writing. So, what 
can you expect?

The Malamander is set 
in (Ch)Eerie-on-sea. It is 
a picture perfect coastal 
tourism hotspot in the 
summer, one with the 
world’s only book dis-
pensary and the iconic 
Grand Nautilus hotel. 
But, in the winter the 
vast fog and the turbu-
lent blizzards create a 
much different picture. 
One that almost nobody 
wants as a holiday desti-
nation…

At the beginning of the 
book, we are introduced 
to the main character. 
The Grand Nautilus’ 
very own lost-and-
founder, Herbert Lemon. 
He is shocked and mys-
tified when the eccentric 
and adventurous Violet 
Parma unexpectedly ar-
rives and demolishes his 
normality. After settling 
their differences, the pair 
make a formidable team.

Violet doesn’t just drop 
through Herbie’s cellar 
window for no reason, 
although it may seem so. 
She has travelled many 
miles to reach Herbie 
with one sole purpose… 
to find her parents. Leg-
end has it that Peter Par-
ma, Violet’s dad, and her 
mother (who’s name Vi-
olet doesn’t even know), 
were staying with their 
baby daughter when 
they suddenly vanished. 
Now, the sweetly named 
Herbie and Violet will 
embark on the inevita-
ble quest to find out just 

Amber Haigh, Year 10

This book is a contem-
porary YA novel by Alice 
Oseman. It explores 
themes like mental 
health, LGBTQ+ and 
romance. 

The two main charac-
ters, Frances and Aled, 
form an unlikely bond 
through Aled’s podcast, 
Universe City. However, 
the trust between them 
is suddenly shattered, 
after the anonymity of 
the podcast is broken, 
separating Aled from 
his friends and leaving 
Frances to finally face 
her past.

This book is a great 
read- as you’ll find with 
any of  Alice Oseman’s 
books! There is a good 
balance between hu-
mour and seriousness 
that makes this book a 
lot more enjoyable. You 
should definitely give 
this book a go - if you 
don’t like it there are 
many more books that 
have been reviewed in 
this issue!

what made Violet an 
orphan.  

This book takes you on a 
magical journey through 
ship huts and wrecks, 
magic and curses, talk-
ing cats and ghost men. 
What more could you 
want in an adventure 
story?

I rate this book with four 
stars, because I enjoyed 
this wonderfully humor-
ous and adventurous 
book. There were plenty 
of twists and turns which 
made it an interesting 
read and you can see the 
characters develop as the 
story unfolds. 

This book is full of 
unexpected surpris-
es. Any reader, myself 
included, will warm 
to the characters and 
become entranced by 
the vivid descriptions 
and funny highlights. If 
you read this book, you 
can expect talking cats, 
fish and chips and a new 
twist around every nar-
row corner of (Ch)Eerie-
on-sea. I can assure you 
that the Malamander 
is a page turner and a 
(ch)eerier read than our 
knowledge organisers!

was arguably my least 
favourite part - it reiter-
ated Tolstoy’s philosophy 
which he had already 
stated several times 
throughout the book, 
and is around 40 pages 
of repetition and phi-
losophy, which did not 
entice me. 

I would definitely rec-
ommend it, although 
only if you have the time 
to read it as it is an ex-
tremely long book which 
takes  a lot of patience.



Wild
Leyla Mogge (Yr8)

My head was propped up against 
a rock cushioned by delicate, 
olive green moss. I lay on a bed of 
leaves and short saplings that one 
day could become just as marvel-
lous as the towering trees above 
and as full as the fluffy shrubs 
around me. Shards of sunlight 
drifted through the canopy, high-
lighting the pages of my book. 
The sound of  feathery, fluttering 
rolled along the wind to where I 
lay. I looked up from my book to 
see two woodpeckers, restlessly 
dancing between the trees and 
the smattering of sunshine that 
reflected their vibrant red design.

short
stories

Two sentence 
horror story
Lauren Darbyshire (Yr7)

He looked at it furiously. They had 
spelled his name wrong on his 
gravestone.

Darkness
By Sophie Jones (Yr10)

The wind howled, crying out for 
vengeance. Things moved in the 
dark, mere silhouettes framed 
against the night sky. They rose 
from the ground, clawing at the 
air, seeming to circulate around a 
certain point, gathering together. 

Their features were indiscernible 
yet they seemed to be crude in the 
dim light. The things walked on 
tall, lithe legs, running towards 
that one place in synchronisation. 
Occasionally one would stop, sniff 
the air and look around, before 
catching up with the others. 

What exactly these things were 
or what their purpose was, it is 
hard to say. However one thing 
was definite - they weren’t human. 
Perhaps they were once but now 
they had been hideously de-
formed, reduced to nothing more 
than what could only be described 
as monsters. 

They were the kind of things that 
small children complained about 
under the bed; things that haunt-
ed nightmares; things that would 
scare anybody if you saw them in 
real life. Of course, the majority 
of people don’t believe in them. 
It makes sense, they don’t seem 
real. They’re twisted fantasies and 
no more, as far as most people are 
concerned. And this is the logical 

response - as humans, you often 
don’t believe things until you see 
them. 

But these things were very real, 
leaping through the grass, hunt-
ing. Maybe you would have had to 
have been there. If you saw them, 
you wouldn’t forget it. Their bod-
ies would burn into your mind, 
imprinting on your eyelids. You’d 
see them every time you close 
your eyes. They’d never leave you.

I haven’t seen them since that ter-
rible night as I cast my silver rays 
down upon them, lighting their 
path. That is my duty, as the moon 
- to guide. But these things fright-
ened me, hissing and screaming. 
They didn’t seem worthy of my 
attention or care, but I had no 
choice, forever doomed to do 
nothing but watch and listen.

It’s a lonely life.



Song for Anxiety
By Paige Nott (Yr10) 

Anxiety, the blade of heroes’ bane
It’s okay don’t be ashamed 
Everyone deals with it differently
Here’s how you can recognise 
anxiety:

You’re shaking, you’re trembling
It’s not an easy feat and yet
you won’t suffer defeat 
You’re cold and covered in sweat 
It’s probably for nothing, 
That’s my bet. 

It’s okay. Do not fear
You’re not alone; we are here 
For you always!
Anxiety will fall and we will be 
victorious!

Weak to your knees but no one 
sees 
How hard you’re trying you’re no 
longer dying 
Of fear.
 Now that we’re here everything is 
clear
You’ve got nothing
Got nothing 
Got nothing 
Got nothing to fear

The die is cast 
You can’t restart or change the 
past 
It’s okay you can lead a better life 
with mistakes 

You’re fire’s raging inside
Let your heart guide you 
In your path!

You’re sick of being afraid 
And living by the mistakes
 that you have made
 but you’ll change that 
with these hands of brave
Believing you’re so much more  
Instead of just an emotional mess. 

Your mental health is at an all 
time high
As raw emotion fuels your fire
burning through the night sky!

Life
By Chloe Cole (Yr8)

Although many souls have per-
ished,
Their love still lives on,
It lives within your heart,
And within many people more. 

Although there has been loss,
Life must go on,
For there is light in the dark,
Where resilience originates from.

Although we may feel blue,
We can look to our friends,
And when we may need to weep,
They will have a shoulder to lend.

Although life seems tough,
We must persevere,
For our angels will watch over us,
Year after year.

Walking
Sophie Jones (Yr10)

The mountains stood tall in the 
distance. He walked towards 
them with purpose, his orange 
coat a spot of colour in the white 
landscape. An owl flew over-
head, hooting as it did, narrow-
ly missing the man’s head by a 
hairsbreadth, but he continued 
onwards, unfazed. Eventually, he 
reached a crossroad. Now he had 
a decision to make: left, further 
up the snowy slopes, or right, 
towards the river. He made his 
choice pretty quickly, ignoring the 
right path, and venturing up-
wards. 

His boots sunk deep into the 
ground as he trudged through the 
frozen landscape. In a way it was 
beautiful - hazardous, yes, but 
beautiful nonetheless. The trees 
were covered 

in icicles like claws hanging from 
their branches as they tried to 
shake them off, but their efforts 
were in vain. The sky was a bril-
liant blue despite the frost, the sun 
shining down but not yet pene-
trating through the ice.

The man noticed these things only 
in passing with fleeting glances - 
he had a task to complete. He was 
deathly cold, having only worn 
the bare minimum of clothing to 
survive in such conditions, but he 
was only dimly conscious of this.

As he looked up, he perceived that 
he was almost at the summit of 
the mountain, and allowed a small 
smile. Only a few more somewhat 
hurried steps and he was there. He 
let out a sigh of relief - he knew 
he wasn’t done yet, but that was 
arguably the hardest part of his 
journey. 

As he peered over the top of the 
cliff edge, he stumbled, his leg 
caught on something. And he 
fell down, down, down. He kept 
falling until he landed with a re-
sounding thud, coming to rest on 
a lower peak. 

Dimly aware, he opened his eyes 
a fraction, the only indication he 
was still breathing. But he didn’t 
move, didn’t make any attempt to 
get up. 

By the time I reached him his soul 
had left him, his fingertips and 
lips blue. Whether he died from 
the fall or the hypothermia, it is 
hard to tell. 

He was only one more fallen 
soldier in a line of many, largely 
insignificant in the grand scheme 
of things. 

But to some, he meant the world. 



Our photography
and art page

Photography is a form of expres-
sion: it captures scenes and mo-
ments that we, the photographers, 
find captivating, and can help to 
convey the ways in which we see 
them. As photography has grown 
to be such a popular pursuit, with 
cameras on our mobile phones 

making it so easy to do, we have 
decided to create a regular pho-
tography and art section in our 
issues. Please find below a selec-
tion of photographs and pieces of 
art that have been created by our 
writers.





Hi there! In the magazine club, 
when we want to use images 
we have to search for copyright 
free ones, unless it is a picture 
of a book cover. Though what is 
copyright, and how can you avoid 
it? This is what this article is all 
about, so hopefully no one doesn’t 
understand copyright at the end.

What is copyright?
According to Wikipedia, cop-
yright is “ a type of intellectual 
property that gives its owner the 
exclusive right to copy and dis-
tribute a creative work, usually for 
a limited time.” 
Nope, I didn’t understand any of 
that either. Basically copyright 
means the right to copy. That still 
doesn’t make total sense, so let’s 
do an example.

Okay, let’s say you wrote a really 
amazing book. Now say someone 

comes along and wants to copy 
your idea. That they can do but, 
they can’t copy whatever you did 
exactly without your permission. 
So say your book was about a 
detective who solved a murder 
involving poison, and it turned 
out the butler who did the mur-
der. It’s always the butler who does 
the murder, unless it’s someone 
else. The person could copy the 
murder. They could not just do 
the same story but just put their 
name on the cover. Some people 
say you can do the same story but 
with variations, for example, a 
murder with a knife solved by an 
old lady who says it was a strange 
person in a lift, or a murder done 
with poison solved by a detective 
who says it was a police officer, 
to name a few. It is the same idea 
of someone being murdered by 
somebody and someone else 
solving it, but it can’t be exactly 

What is copyright?
By Phoebe Hawkins (Yr8)                                                                    

the same as yours. Though you 
can also say “yes, you can copy 
my book” and let them copy it, 
though you can say what they 
can copy and what they can’t. For 
example you could say “you can 
copy the poison I used and the 
name of the butler who did the 
murder, though you can not copy 
the idea of the police detective 
solving the murder or where the 
murder is committed.” Then they 
would have to do this and if they 
didn’t you could sue them.

How do you avoid  
copyright?
How do you avoid copyright? 
Well the best way is to think of 
your own ideas and use them. If 
you did want to use someone else’s 
idea, you’d have to ask permission 
to use it, but if they said no then 
you’d have to use your own ideas. 

Well that’s all, I hope this was 
helpful in any way to explaining 
what copyright is. Goodbye!



How to cure
boredom
Do you ever find yourself being 
bored? If so, here are some ideas 
that could save your day! Most of 
these ideas will be easy to do with 
the resources you have at home 
and if not choose a different one.
• Bake something.This could

already be a hobby or some-
thing new

• Organise or tidy something
• Read a book, article, etc
• Do exercise. This might not be

your favourite thing ever but
you could just go on a short
walk or a quick cycle

• Draw something. Maybe
something that your bad at
or something you have never
drawn before

• Do art trends/challenges
• Test out a never used item,

this could that thing you got
for your birthday and didn’t
know what to use for

• Online shopping, you don’t
even have to buy anything you
could just have a look

• Watch something, a classic
movie, a series, Youtube, etc

• Contact friends you haven’t
spoken to for a while

• Take photos e.g a photoshoot
with friends (for inspiration
see page ___)

• Write a diary entry
• Listen to music
• Put together some outfits, this

could be something you’re ac-
tually going to wear or maybe
not

• Listen to a podcast or audio-
book

• Continue an old hobby or find
a new one

• Spend time with your pet, if
you have one

Animal
group quiz
Can you guess what you call these 
groups of animals?

1. What do you call a group of
ladybirds?

2. What do you call a group of
cats?

3. What do you call a group of
lizards?

4. What do you call a group of
giraffes?

5. What do you call a group of
crows?

6. What do you call a group of
flamingos?

7. What do you call a group of
owls?

8. What do you call a group of
zebras?

9. What do you call a group of
hippos?

10. What do you call a group of
rhinos?

11. What do you call a group of
kangaroos?

12. What do you call a group of
platypuses?

13. What do you call a group of
pandas?

14. What do you call a group of
sloths?

15. What do you call a group of
salamanders?

Answers
1.A loveliness
2.A clowder
3.A  lounge
4.A tower
5.A murder
6.A flamboyance
7.A parliament
8.A dazzle
9.A bloat
10.A crash
11.A mob
12.A paddle
13.An embarrassment
14.A snuggle
15.A congress




