
Year 11 Evening 1



How to survive 
Year 11

A parent and pupil guide



Why are we here? 
To share the plan. 

To share key 
messages and align 
expectations. 

To ensure pupils and 
parents know what 
support is on offer. 

To answer any 
questions.



The Exam Period  May - June 2025

Pupils on the Ebacc pathway will sit on average between 23 and 25 
Exams during the Exam window. 

Pupils on the open pathway will sit between 19 and 22 exams on 
average.

The shortest written exams are around 55mins whilst the longest is 2hrs 
30 mins. 

This does not include all day art exams!

In school last year we sat 5,957 exams in total across the exam period. 



Performance: it’s all in the preparation

‘There are no secrets to 
success. It is the result of 
preparation, hard work and 
learning from failure.’

C
olin Powell

‘By failing to prepare you 
are preparing to fail.’ 

B
enjamin Franklin



‘Our goals can only be reached through a vehicle of a 
plan, in which we must fervently believe, and upon which 
we must vigorously act. There is no other route to 
success.’

Pablo Picasso

Identifying our goals and making a plan



Post 16 - What do you want to do? 
At Park we are fortunate to have a dedicated Careers Advisor and academic 
mentor Mr Kingdon-Kruszewski who is available to pupils to support their 
aspirations for the future. 

Knowing what you are shooting for can help to maintain motivation. 

Pupils often see finishing school as the end when in reality they are just 
leaving the nest. 

Email: nkk@theparkschool.org.uk   

mailto:nkk@theparkschool.org.uk


Climbing the mountain. 
Cohort Revision Training - Different Revision Methods. 

Year 11 Mocks - Pupils tested under exam conditions. 

Autumn Term Monitoring - Discuss with pupils - what do they need to do? 

Year 11 Parents Evening

Begin in school revision during Tutor Time / PSHEE

Tutor time interventions for Maths and English

Access Arrangement coaching

Spring Micro Mocks

Spring monitoring - Where should we focus?

Ongoing in Lesson Exam Prep

Coursework Catch up/ Completion Support Sessions. 

Exam Ready Evening 2



Twilight Rota

Most subjects will be up and running after half term - Speak to subject 
teachers. 

Not compulsory but STRONGLY recommended. 



Lunchtime Support



Your life today is essentially the sum of your habits. 

How in shape or out of shape you are? A result of your habits.
 
How happy or unhappy you are? A result of your habits. 

How successful or unsuccessful you are? A result of your habits.

What you repeatedly do (i.e. what you spend time thinking about and doing 
each day) ultimately forms the person you are, the things you believe, and 
the personality that you portray.

Why do habits matter?

https://jamesclear.com/habit-guideAtomic Habits: How to Get 1% Better Every Day - James Clear

https://jamesclear.com/habit-guide
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U_nzqnXWvSo


Why is physical activity crucial? 

● In the lead up to exams, and any stressful time in our lives, exercise is 
crucial for relieving stress and helping our minds and bodies to cope. 

● Exercise has been proven to help increase memory power

● Exercise has been proven to improve our ability to focus for longer 
periods. 



Revision at School

● KO Homework
● Revision Twilights
● Targeted intervention
● Philosophy Lessons
● PSHEE Lessons 
● Quiet spaces
● Exam Breakfasts



Revision at Home

Schedule

Active and Purposeful.

Tackle the difficult bits first.

Revision Rest Ratio

Lack of sleep impacts hugely on performance - do not rely on all nighters!

Keep a log of the revision that you do (It will help you when your confidence 
drops). 



The Parental Role
● Praise process rather than outcome. 
● Be there to be shouted at. 
● Work on 2:1 Revision Rest Ratio. 
● Recognise the time for peak performance is next summer. 
● Keep communication open. 
● Attendance is key. 
● Be aware of stress triggers
● Stay positive. 



The Learning Environment…the space 
we live or work in…

How does it help? 
Does it hinder?



Books

Music to focus the 
mind…Organised notes and 

tasks…

Stationary

Exam Paper



What does good revision look like? 

● Focused  - Have a clear goal. 
● Active - Reading notes is the least efficient way to learn. 
● Attentive - No distractions - Phone/Xbox - (Music??)
● Balanced - Not burning out by staring at books for hours on 

end. 
● Understood - Can you explain it to someone else? 
● Repeated Regularly - You need to go over topics more than 

once. 
● Spread out between subjects. 



Smart Revision - How can the tech take the 
strain?
GCSE Pod - Short videos and Quizzes
Seneca - Exam board specific. 
BBC Bitesize - Useful summaries
Forest - Helps motivate you to keep revising. 
Exam Countdown - Creates a visual timetable
Youtube - Useful videos

https://www.gcsepod.com/


Student and Parent/Carer Tips To Success

ENGLISH 

Mr Hague- Head of English



Exams:

∙ Eduqas exam board.

∙ 2 GCSEs - English Language and English Literature.

∙ 4 exam papers in total.

Presentation & expectations: 

∙ SPAG marks can make the difference between a grade boundary.

· Keep to timings so that no question is left blank.

· Plan, write and proofread.



Everything since Year 7 has had some link to GCSEs.

Students are revising without really realising it…
● Knowledge Organiser homework
● Exam question practice homework
● Wider reading homework.
● Revisiting of skills and knowledge throughout KS4. 

English Revision



However, revision is still key to success.

‘How do I revise in English?’

● Reading for pleasure!
● Re-reading the literature texts / re-watching the films.
● Purchasing revision guides - MCAS.
● Answering exam questions - MCAS.
● Revisiting their workbooks.
● GCSE pod - listen on the move.
● Flash cards - revising quotations and details.
● GCSE Bitesize.
● Google Classrooms.
● Individual class revision sessions: Tuesday after school.
● Attending English Twilight - every Thursday 3:20 - 4pm.



Chief Examiner Eduqas English Literature Summer 2017-2023:

“The single biggest thing a student can do to help themselves progress is to reread the 
texts they have studied.”

● Ideally, they should read books at least once more each before the exams.

● They all have a key extract booklet for all texts studied.

● Not got the revision guides and want them? 

● Most texts have free pdf versions online.

Revision Guides + Texts



Student and Parent/Carer Tips To Success

Reading exam questions and exam paper sources is a key skill.

The average exam question has a reading age of 15 years and 8 months.



The basics are where the marks are lost in English Language.

Across subjects, proofreading is incredibly important.

Whatever subject is being revised – switch the SPAG button on! You can’t switch it on 
and off as suits. Keep it on!

Write ALL of your exam answers with your SPaG switched on! Many subjects have a 
SPAG mark - make the difference between grades!

Bad habits are hard to get out of. For all work at home - pick up the basics!

Remember the basics!



What next?

A. Encourage revision session and English twilight attendance.

B. Encourage your child to complete past exam papers - their teachers will mark any 
that they give them.

C. Your child should be revising now.  Year 11 mocks: An Inspector Calls, A Christmas 

Carol, English Language paper 2.

D. Any questions at all about your child - email their English teacher.

Gentle Quizzing Sheets!



GCSE Mathematics

How to revise for GCSE Maths



Exams:

∙ AQA exam board

∙ 3 exam papers of 1 hour 30 minutes

∙ 1 Non-Calculator, 2 Calculator papers

Presentation & expectations: 

∙ No marks for SPaG in Maths 

∙ Show ALL your workings out

∙ Diagrams - use a pencil and ruler

∙ Never leave a question blank

∙ Check your answers wherever possible

How to revise for GCSE Maths



Be Positive

• Always talk about Maths in a positive way, mention the many ways you use it in 
daily life

• Focus on how important a good grade is at GCSE for future career choices

• PLEASE….Never say that “I wasn’t any good at Maths” as this can encourage 
students to give up when they find it difficult

How to revise for GCSE Maths



Revising for Maths

● Use past papers to get a better understanding of exam style questions 
(fortnightly homework papers and additional papers available on Google 
Classroom or to buy on MCAS)

● Learn the key formulae
● Attend Maths twilights (Tuesdays, 3.20 - 4pm, 11x week 1, 11y week 2)
● Focus on exam technique – underline/highlight key words, show all working, 

re-read the question when you think you have finished
● Use videos to revise a topic – Sparx Maths/Corbett Maths.
● Use your target sheet from previous mock exams
● Ask your teacher for advice

How to revise for GCSE Maths



Target sheets

How to revise for GCSE Maths



Support with revising for Maths

● Buy packs of practice papers for £1.50 on MCAS
● Sparx website – sparxmaths.uk
● MathsGenie website – mathsgenie.co.uk
● Corbett Maths website – corbettmaths.com
● Revision guides, Workbooks & Flash cards – On MCAS
● Google Classroom

How to revise for GCSE Maths

http://sparxmaths.uk
http://mathsgenie.co.uk
http://corbettmaths.com


How to revise for GCSE Maths

Sparx



How to revise for GCSE Maths

Corbett Maths



How to revise for GCSE Maths

Maths Genie



Student and Parent/Carer Tips To Success

Science

Mr Goodland - Head of Science



The breadth and depth of science

Combined:
6 papers
1 hr 15 mins

Separate:
6 papers
1 hr 45 mins

November mocks: 
Paper 1.

March        
mocks: Paper 2



Homework: preparing for the Paper 1 Mocks (November)

Sparx Homework Plan
● Topic per week
● Consolidation questions from 

previous weeks



Revision Support

Sparx Homework and extra questions

Homework support every lunchtime in ICT5. 

CGP Resources: revision guides; workbooks; cards; past papers; 
and level 8-9 workbooks.

The Park School Science Learning Hub 
(https://sites.google.com/theparkschool.org.uk/park-school-science
/home)

https://sites.google.com/theparkschool.org.uk/park-school-science/home
https://sites.google.com/theparkschool.org.uk/park-school-science/home


Further Revision Resources

Q&A booklets to RAG rate to identify gaps with past paper questions to consolidate.



Exams - the Nuts and Bolts

How to revise for GCSE Maths



Mock Exam Information
● Starts - Tuesday 12th 

November
● General timetable has 

been sent to 
parents/carers.



How does it all work?
● You will all receive a personalised timetable (also on MCAS for your 

parents/carers to see)
● Your timetable will show:

○ which exams you will be taking
○ where you will be sitting your exam and the seat number you have been given.

● Most of you will have a different seat number for each exam
● There will be a seating plan outside the venue so you can check but 

please be prepared.
● If your exam is not in the Sports Hall, go to the School Hall 



What happens?
For each exam: you should assembly on the Netball/Tennis courts or outside 
the School Hall or Gym a minimum of 15 minutes before the start of your 
exam.

● Morning exams start at 8.50 am so you should be lined up by the first 
bell (8.35 am) at the latest. If you come on a school bus, go to your 
venue as soon as you arrive.

● Where required, we will adjust break and lunch time to allow time - 
students must be aware of their own timetables. 



Equipment
● Black Pen plus spares
● Pencils, eraser, ruler and pencil sharpener
● NO TIPPEX
● Pencil cases must be transparent
● Coloured pencils for maps and diagrams
● Calculator and mathematical equipment



What happens?
● Lining Up: be prepared with your equipment, on-time and be conscious 

of how others are feeling.
○ Make sure your phone, watch, headphones etc are off and in your bag.
○ Make sure you know where you are sitting - leave time for this.

● Uniform: Full uniform is expected - you are not allowed to wear any 
non-school uniform items into the exam venue. 



What happens?
● Full Exam Regulations: any infringements (talking, communicating, poor 

behaviour etc), will be followed up by the invigilators (in your GCSE exams, it may 
lead to you being disqualified from that exam and future exams). It is serious.

● After the exam
○ Return to your next lesson (or break if it has been missed)

● If you are unwell:
○ You should always make your very best effort to get to school to take your mock exams.
○ However, if you have sickness, diarrhoea, COVID or another similar illness, let the school 

know as usual.
○ We have catch up sessions in place - we will prioritise English, maths and science (this 

does not happen in your real GCSEs!)



Invigilators
● The invigilators are there to:

○ help you and make sure you have the best possible atmosphere to do your best
○ make sure the rules are adhered to

● They are our staff and are very likely to be the same invigilators that will 
help you next year:

○ treat them with respect and kindness… you don’t know when you might need them to 
help you!



AI/Chat GPT - NEA/Coursework
- Be aware - we check!

- Students are reminded that they must submit work for assessments 
which is their own work; they have to certify this.

- AI misuse could result in you being disqualified.
E.g if you submit AI generated work in your NEA Coursework and say that 
it is your own.



I really want to focus on English, Maths and Science… can I drop a 
subject or two?

● Unfortunately, no.
● We are required to ensure that all students follow a broad and balanced 

curriculum until they leave school.
● We have to run the school for the whole community - we can’t operate a 

system that supports this. 



Exam Boards and Other 
Information - School Website 
(Exams)

https://theparkschool.org.uk/students/exams-useful-resources/


Revision Guides
Available to purchase through 
MCAS




