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The Park Community School Vision

“At Park School, we are a nurturing and inclusive community where every student feels a sense of
belonging and is treated with dignity and respect. We strive to create positive relationships, where
everyone in the ‘Park family’ is treated with kindness.

Our focus is on academic success and allowing students to flourish socially and behaviourally. Each
member of our community is empowered to reach their full potential and contribute positively to
the wider world.

We aim to do this by creating confident, resilient and adaptable learners — learners who are
curious, courageous, trusting and not afraid to try new things, learners who understand that failure
is part of the learning process, learners who will become lifelong ambassadors for The Park and its
community.”

Intent

Our intent is to create, develop and implement a curriculum and assessment structure which
encourages students to achieve academically alongside developing personally, socially and
emotionally. We are proactive in breaking down barriers students may face due to the rural and
coastal location and the impact this can have on aspirations of students with regard to a lack of
exposure to a range of professions, role models with Level 5+ academic qualifications.

The curriculum has knowledge at the core and will develop the students’ skills in applying learnt
knowledge to different situations. It will encourage students to think hard and engage with
challenging texts, concepts and experiences which widen their cultural understanding. It will teach
students how to learn effectively so they can adapt their skills to different situations both in and
outside of the classroom. The assessment structure that supports the curriculum will inform
students and their parents/carers of how they are doing and inform teachers and students of what
they can do next to improve.

The curriculum will encourage students to engage with the “magic” of a subject, often providing
breadth at KS3 and depth at KS4. The school will strengthen curriculum links and continuity
through the Tarka Learning Partnership and wider feeder primary schools.

The curriculum will be structured to provide opportunities for all students to learn, develop and
make progress. Literacy development will be at the heart of our curriculum with dedicated phonics
and early reading interventions for those students who require additional support.

As a school, we appreciate the value of Modern Foreign Languages and have an aim to increase
the uptake of a full Ebacc curriculum for the majority of our students. We currently have over 50%
of our Y10 and 11 students studying at least one Modern Foreign Language which is 10% more
than the national average.

The Park Community School/Curriculum Statement Page 2 of 5



Implementation

We structure our curriculum consistently across all subjects. This is done to ensure students are
clear of the expectations and ensure we are as effective as possible in developing students’
knowledge and skills whilst also developing a wider more holistic school experience. The
curriculum and teaching pedagogy has been designed to ensure students remember knowledge
over the long term and can integrate new knowledge into larger concepts.

The curriculum has been developed in each subject area to provide regular re-caps of learning
through specific lessons and units of work with a clear reference to prior learning. Schemes of
learning include regular mini quizzes to recap and recall previous learning (a known method of
improving the retention of knowledge) alongside knowledge quizzes. In addition, subjects work
alongside each other to decide on the best technique to deliver key aspects which are in both
specifications.

The school year is divided into three cycles of twelve weeks. At the start of each cycle, students
will be provided with a “Knowledge Book” which will provide them with the basis for the
knowledge they are required to learn. During each Cycle, students will have checkpoint
assessments to highlight gaps and inform next steps and also complete summative assessments to
check learning over time.

Homework

We know that developing an independent work ethic with clear strategies is essential for academic
success. We will support this through the setting of regular, effective homework. In years 7-9,
students will be required to learn the knowledge from their Knowledge Book in short chunks over
each cycle. This will be supplemented with application homework in English, Maths and Science
through the online platform, Sparx. In KS4, students will continue to learn knowledge in the form
of their Knowledge Books; in addition, they will apply the knowledge through exam style
questions.

Impact

The impact of the curriculum is measured in a number of ways such as final academic qualification
outcomes, progress alongside other, less tangible measures including personal student
achievements and student and parents satisfaction. The impact of our curriculum can also be
evidenced through the progression of our students to the next stage of their education,
employment or training.
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Curriculum statement appendix: Curriculum Overview

Curriculum Allocation
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
English 14% 14% 16% 18% 18%
Maths 14% 14% 16% 16% 16%
Science 14% 16% 14% 18% 18%
3% 3% 4% + 4%
French or French or French or
MFL Spanish Spanish Spanish
Geography 6% 6% 3%
History 3% % %
Computing 6% 4% 6%
Design and Technology 6% 6% 6%
Art 4% 4%
Music 4% 4%
Drama 4% 4%
Core PE 2% 2% 2% 6% 6%
FTE 45 6% 45 2% 2%
PSHEE 2% 2% 2% 2% 2%
Year 3 Options (Three from
Art, Music, Drama, PE, Dance,
2nd Language) 4%
Year 10 and 11 Options (x 4] 10% 10%
Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9)
There is a broad curriculum consisting of:
e English
e Mathematics
® Science
e Computing
e Philosophy, Theology and Ethics (PTE)
e Geography
e History
e French
® Spanish (not year 7)
e Music
e Dance
e Drama
o Art
® Physical Education (PE)
e Technology
e Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE)
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Key Stage 4 (Year 10 and 11)
There is a core curriculum of:

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

Combined Science*

Religious Education (not examined)
PE (not examined)

PSHEE (not examined)

*unless students opt for the Separate Science course which includes Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs.
Within the option blocks we offer courses in:

Geography

History

Sociology

French

Spanish

Art

Photography

Music

Drama

Dance

Child Development
Religious Education
Business Studies

iMedia (Y11 Only)
Computer Science

Art Textiles

Engineering Manufacture
Food Preparation and Nutrition (Y11 Only)
Hospitality and Catering
GCSE PE (Y11 Only)
BTEC Sport

Statistics
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