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Dear Parents and Carers,

Wishing all our parents, students and staff a very Happy Easter. | hope you can enjoy some valuable
family time and take the opportunity to rest and recharge.

Thank you for your amazing support throughout this term. | hope our Year 11 students can strike a
healthy balance between committed revision and proper rest, as we look ahead to a challenging and

vitally important term, with public examinations beginning in earnest when we return.
As stated last week, these expectations are clear and will be applied consistently from the first day back.

All students are required to wear a school blazer, which remains a non-optional element of our uniform.
If your child’s blazer has become too small, we recognise that a replacement may be required, and |
would like to reassure families that the blazer will not be changing for the next academic year. Please
ensure that your child returns to school wearing a correctly fitted blazer. We have been consulting with
stakeholders regarding potential uniform updates, and following Easter we will share the decisions that
have been made. However, please be reassured that the blazer will remain a core part of our uniform.

Where a jumper is worn, this must be a plain black jumper with no logo and must be worn under the
blazer and not instead of one. Though we hope to return to sunshine and jumpers may not be necessary.

As you know, Year 11 students have earned the privilege of wearing their leavers’ hoodies, and this will

continue in line with our existing agreement.

Finally, | would also like to remind families that students must return to school with no nail extensions,
and that any nail varnish must be a natural colour only, in accordance with our uniform and appearance
policy.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support in ensuring high standards and consistency for all
students

Congratulations to our Year 9 and Year 10 boys rugby teams. Who finished the season League
Champions. Both teams were involved in finals at Bideford RFC. Our 9's recorded an excellent 26 points
to 14 win over South Molton with great tries from Emmanuel and Zach and some fine defensive work
throughout the team.

Our 10's were involved in an epic 17 to 17 draw with Chulmleigh leading to a shared title. Many of the
lads playing only played their first game of rugby this year, and this performance was testament to how



far they have come. A special mention goes to centres George and Freddie who were brilliant in attack
and defence and Fin who produced a couple of moments of magic. Well done everyone.

Our return to school will be on Monday 20" April, timetable week 2.

Wishing you and your family a relaxing break.

Kind regards
Ms V Owen
Headteacher

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES - SEND

Park SEND Team email: park.send@thsp.org.uk

Park SEND website page and newsletter link SEND - The Park Community School

Devon Information Service - https://devonias.org.uk/

SEND @ PARK e Welcome to another newslettér edition for
e SEND.
park.send@thsp.org.uk Our Spotlight: Why Loop Earplugs Support

01271 373131 Children with Sensory Overload

Loop earplugs can be a helpful tool for children who experience sensory

overload, especially in busy or noisy environments. Here are five simple

reasons they make a difference:

+ They reduce overwhelming background noise while still allowing

important sounds to come through.
They filter sound rather than fully blocking it, preventing the “plugged
ears” feeling that some children find uncomfortable.
Their acoustic filtering lowers sound evenly, making environments
feel calmer without distorting voices.
They help children stay engaged socially, reducing noise enough to
focus on conversations.
They are designed for long-lasting comfort, making them suitable for
school, outings, or everyday use.

Park SEND referral form . . -
Fieesa/etnail paik SerEtha DreE Wit ey If you think your child would benefit from

concerns around your child. using these please talk to the SEND
Devon's information service for SEND De p artment

https://devonias.org.uk/



mailto:park.send@thsp.org.uk
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs/
https://devonias.org.uk/

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING AND ADVICE & SUPPORT FOR PARENTS/CARERS

Mental Health website page link Mental Health and Wellbeing

Advice and Support for Parents website page link Advice and Support for Parents

Ny » Mental Health & Wellbeing

Visit our website for lots of

Mental Health & Wellbeing . I - @The Park Community School ___
e A - - O
d rtfi > _- -
resources an sup;.)o .or > AW - a9
parents and students, including P W o”
information on the School

Nursing Servicgand referral form.

My focus is on embedding wellbeing into

every aspect of school life to cultivate a

— community where mental health is not just
\ supported but celebrated and every
student is equipped with skills, confidence
— ’ Ms Sarah Langford and emotional resilience to face life’s
‘ Mental Health Lead challenges.
-

SAFEGUARDING AND ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE AND INFORMATION

Email: park.safeguarding@thsp.org.uk

Safeguarding website page link: Safeguarding and Online Safety

Safeguarding newsletter link: Safeguarding newsletter

You won't know 'til you ask (DSIT)

The UK government has launched the 'Kids Online
Safety' campaign to help parents and carers support
their children to navigate the digital world safely and
confidently.

Settings guide for Parents/carers

Why these settings

matter

Safety setting on \ Make profiles private \
messaging apps... J

(1G & TikTok)

Does your child use
WhatsApo, Snapchat.
Instagram or TiTok?

The campaign brings together practical, trusted
guidance on how to start meaningful conversations
about online life, understand the types of content

Ousck steps 1o protect your
chid before they start

children may encounter, and build critical thinking skills Rl

so young people can question what they see and make > @0 -

safer choices. & .

It also offers advice on using tools such as parental

controls, recognising potential risks, and knowing where e

to seek help or report concerns. The overall aim is to T
*Friends/Contacts only*

make online safety an ongoing, open dialogue within
families rather than a one-off conversation, helping
children feel supported as they explore apps, games
and social media.

You can find the resources here:

Help your child stay safe online - Kids Online Safety

This cuts down stranger
messages across Snapchat,
Instagram DMs, TikTok inbox
and WhatsApp.

Messaging and sockal apps can
connect children to strangers,
mature content, and peer
pressure.

Implementing a few settings can
reduce unwanted contact, lmit
visibilty and provide a safer
starting point for children as they
learn to navigate these platforms.

Who can find them?
»at)

Switch profiles to Private 5o
only approved followers
can soe posts, stories and
Information.

This Is the quickest way to
limit who can view or
contact your child.

Snap Maps & location

(16, TikTok, y tags (. hat & 16)
Tighten discoverability:
Tuen off location-based features:
* Turn off ‘Allow others to find me’ *Snapchat: Switch on Ghost
* Disable phone number/email Mode
lookup « Instagram: Disable location
+ Hide profile from i

recommendations
This makes your child harder for

strangers to search for

tagging and tum off location In
messages

These settings stop others secing

where your child is in real time.

>


https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/mental-wellbeing/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/advice-and-support-for-parents/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/safeguarding/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Safeguarding-ongoing-newsletter-2025-2026.pdf

Buy your tickets on MCAS or click here

‘
The Park Community School presents

Dance Showcase

Instrumental Tuition from Easter, we have openings for students who would like to learn a musical
instrument. Anyone interested in learning woodwind, piano, brass, guitar/bass guitar or drums should
contact Ms Monk. If your child receives pupil premium funding, school can support with the cost of
lessons subsidising them by 50%. If your child receives free school meals, there is also some funding
available from the music hub which school can access on your behalf so please get in touch.

Vaccination Information

The Immunisation Team will be revisiting later in the Summer Term to catch the majority of missed
vaccinations.

Any parents who missed the initial consenting process but still wish their child to have the vaccine, can
now consentvia the link which is now open until the re-visit date. Alternatively call the Immunisation
Team on 01392 342 678.

Any student in Year 8 and 9 who has already completed a consent form and did not get the vaccine for
any reason will automatically be put on the list to be seen in school, during this visit. Year 10 & 11 will be
sent an invite to book a clinic appointment as they are likely to be busy with exams but if they are
available they will be seen.

Call the Immunisation Team on 01392 342678 for Community Clinic information.


https://theparkschool.org.uk/park-life/dance-show-ignite/

Cornwall and Devon School Age Immunisation Service, Kernow Health CIC, 1°* Floor Cudmore House
Oak Lane, Truro, TR1 3LP, Tel: 01392 342678, Email: kernowhealthcic. school/mmsdevon@nhs net
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. If you don't have your dress or suit yet,

DON'T WORRY!
We have a big selection that are available..for free!
Most have only been worn once, some are brand new!

SEE MRS FLESHER IN PTE2 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A

LOOK AT WHAT IS AVAILABLE.

Flesher fur fitting

{ Flesher for fitting
" Please see Mrs Please see Mrs
i . Flesher for fitting Flesher for fitting
) ~ )
$ ) 4
] 4\ !

ddddy
O
Parent Calendar Facebook Page Instagram
Term Dates
Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information

24™ April All Years | PSHEE topic next week | Year 7 —Sexinthe media



mailto:kernowhealthcic.schoolimmsdevon@nhs.net
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkBarnstaple/
https://www.instagram.com/park_community_school/

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information
Year 8 — Developing relationships
Year 9 — Sex myths
Year 10 - Loneliness
Year 11 — Revision
Parents/carers have the right to withdraw
their child from the non-statutory/non-
science components of sex education within
RSE. Requests for withdrawal should be put
in writing and addressed to the headteacher,
email: park.headteacher@thsp.org.uk
20" April Allyears | Summer Term starts Timetable week 2
22nd 27t 2gth Year 11 MFL Speaking Exam
and 29" April
28" April Year 10 Year 10 Parents’ Letters have been sent home. Booking opens
Evening from 4" April at 6pm.
30" Apriland 15 | Allyears | Dance Show - IGNITE Buy your tickets on MCAS, or click here
May
4" May Allyears | Bank Holiday Bank Holiday
5% to 8" May Allyears | Kingsley House Charity | Fundraising for charity
Week
7" May to 16™ Year 11 GCSE Exams
June
25thto 29" May | Allyears | Halfterm
1%t June Allyears | Return to school All years return on timetable week 1
2" and 3 June TBC Year Group Sports Day
9" and 10" June | TBC Year Group Sports Day
18" June Allyears | Whole School Sports
Day
18" to 2" June Year 10 | Year 10 Mocks
22" June Year 7 Year 7 Parents’ Evening
3 July and 7" Year 10 | Art, Photography &
July Textile Mock
3 July Year 7 Y7 Awards Event By invitation, more information to follow
3 July Year 11 Prom
6" July Year 8 Y8 Awards Event By invitation, more information to follow
7" July Year 9 Y9 Awards Event By invitation, more information to follow



https://theparkschool.org.uk/park-life/dance-show-ignite/

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information

8" July Year 10 Y10 Awards Event By invitation, more information to follow

14" to 17" July Year 10 | Work Experience

16" to 17" July Year 7,8 | Enrichment Days
and 9

22 July Allyears | Last day of term Non uniform day, finishing at 12:30pm

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

Please find a link to the Attendance Policy.

Please report your child absent by emailing: park.attendance@thsp.org.uk

Any absence interrupts the continuity of a child's learning. Only exceptional circumstances warrant an
authorised leave of absence. Parents/carers are strongly urged not to take children out of school for
holidays during term time. It is expected that a Request Form is submitted to the Academy/School Office
at least 4 weeks in advance of the proposed absence.

Would you like to understand more about your teen and emotion-based school avoidance? Follow
this link for access to a FREE Webinar on School Avoidance FREE WEBINAR School Avoidance. This
resource is also useful EBSA: Essential Guide for Parents | School Anxiety Support

We understand that unexpected circumstances and illness can sometimes impact attendance.
However, we would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends school regularly.

e Talkto your child about the importance of attendance and the impact it can have on the results.

e Discusstheir options and courses for next year - emphasise how importantitis to geta 4+in
English and Maths.

e Ifyour child is experiencing difficulties that are impacting their attendance, please do not hesitate
to contact us. We are here to support you and your child in overcoming any challenges.

PARK ONLINE LEARNING

Often itis difficult for a child to come back into school after a period of absence due to missing lessons.
Although we wouldn't expect someone to be working while they are unwell, we often get asked "How can
my child catch up?". Our English, Maths and Science teams have put together this Remote Catch Up
Curriculum to support students if they are absent. There is a page for each subject which then splits into
Year groups: the lessons follow the same units and topics as the students are being taught in lessons -
not as good as a real lesson but a great way to catch back up if your child has been absent. We will
continue to grow this over the year but hope you find it helpful.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AT THE PARK SCHOOL AND WITHIN THE TRUST

Please see our Trust website for current vacancies THSP website.

Our current vacancies include:


https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/THSP_Attendance_Policy_March-26.pdf
https://discover.letsalltalkmentalhealth.co.uk/schoolavoidancemasterclass/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=%7B%7Badset.name%7D%7D&utm_campaign=%7B%7Bad.name%7D%7D&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1jFUU9xaBsSxQ3Vpffn4LlLkvORnr97xVzD2pm0fdZLChbHA6UWc9eKeA_aem_AaQLgXwMrIobUJ1Ylc7diQoWIeDqXqpNNsmmHSwjsQEEuJSg8q1-dUX2FMgmaPVhOYg6fcKh_EYOLPHNmXwQAHRH
https://www.edpsyched.co.uk/blog/ebsa-key-points-every-parent-should-know
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://harbourschoolspartnership.current-vacancies.com/Careers/Harbour-Schools-Partnership-Vacancy-Search-Page-1711

e Head of Key Stage 4
e Maths Teacher

e DT Teacher

o C(Cleaner

FOOD AT PARK AND FREE SCHOOL MEAL ENTITLEMENT INFORMATION

New menu available soon.

Please see the Food page on our website for a current menu and prices and information about our food
service at Park - Food - The Park Community School. Contact the School Office, park@thsp.org.uk or call
01271 373131 if you have any questions about how to top up or limit/cap your child's spending on their

dinner money account.
Apply for Free School Meals through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to

apply and will result in you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on: 0345
1551019.

Visit our website for more information and support How to access support for Pupil Premium students

RAISING FUNDS FOR PARK - SCHOOL LOTTERY AND EASY FUNDRAISING

Did you know we have a School Lottery? You can join our weekly lottery from £1 per week and it’s an easy
way to supportour schooland help raise funds - 40% of ticket sales come backto us. Thereis a guaranteed
winner each week. It’s so easy to sign up and start supporting our school today - just click here Support
The Park Community School when you play Your School Lottery.



https://theparkschool.org.uk/park-life/food/
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/pupil-premium/how-to-access-support-for-pupil-premium-students/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school

1ZZY CARR'S VIRTUAL
RAFFLE

LINK FOR LIVE FACEBOOK DRAW ON
FRIDAY 15 MAY AT 7PM
HTTPS://FB.ME/27IVSO1EIVVPYIL




COMMUNITY NOTICES

) Teacher
Swier raining

RN

Soc lE‘V’\

Classroom Experience and Information Events in North Devon

Event Information

This is an opportunity to gain classroom experience and
find out more about SWIFT Teacher Training, our routs
into teaching, courses and PGCE.

These events are based in one of our partner schools
where you will be looked after by an experienced
Campus Lead, who will be your host for the session.

Activities could include:

e 3 guided training walk with the campus jead and
school staff
e introduction to observing lessons and different

styles of teaching

e seeing how specific subj

¢ engaging in learming

e leaming more abou g
programme
e qguestions and Next Steps

Educated to degree level, recent graduates, career
changers, retumers to work; teaching assistants, anyone
interested in teaching.

To book

Online booking form HERE

Or contact: Jo Turnbull

Email: jo.turnbull@sw-ift.org uk
PLEASE BOOK BY Thursday 2 April 2026

000

Time and Venue

Phase | Primary/Secondary

Tuesday 21 April 2026|10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Pilton Community College
Chaddiford Lane, Barnstaple, EX31 1RB

Monday 27 April 2026|10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Orchard Vale Community School

Westacott Road, Whiddon Valley, Barnstaple,
EX32 8QY

Although Pilton Community College is a secondary
school setting and Orchard Vale Community School is a
primary school setting, we welcome anyone interested
in either secondary or primary school teaching to either
of the venues. The information sharing will also include
applications for both primary and secondary school
training, and the Campus Lead can discuss this furtheron
the day.

Further Information

You can find out more information about future
classroom experience and information events HERE.

www.swiftteachertraining.org.uk ﬁ'«
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% Primary & Secondary
” < QTS / PGCE Courses

Applications to train to teach
starting in September 2026
are open

To find out more and apply visit
www.swiftteachertraining.org.uk
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Locations

Barnstaple
Wednesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm
Pilton Community College EX31 1RB




