
 

 

15 May 2026 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,       

We are incredibly proud of our Year 11 students this week as they begin to sit some of their most important 

core exams. They have shown great maturity and resilience. We kindly ask that Year 11 parents do not 
request for students to leave school between exams. There are important revision sessions taking place 
with teachers during these times, which are far more effective than independent study at home. Our 
teachers are experts in the exams being sat, and these final sessions could prove vital in helping students 

achieve their best. It is essential that students remain in school to benefit from this support and to allow 
staff to help address any concerns or anxieties ahead of key exams. 

We greatly appreciate your support in working with us to ensure every student is fully prepared and 
confident. 

We would also like to confirm that our School Uniform Policy has now been finalised. Thank you again to 
everyone who has contributed their views over recent months. A group of Year 10 students has been 
working collaboratively to review and select suitable skirts and trousers from a range of high street stores. 
They were able to order a range of uniform from Primark, Marks and Spencer, Debenhams, Next and H&M 

and these have now arrived in school. The options will be photographed and shown to students over the 
next week so they can see what a wide range of options are on offer. For clarity, any skirt that covers the 
kneecap is considered an acceptable length. This typically equates to a skirt measuring 24 inches or 
longer. Appropriate styles are widely available from a variety of high street retailers. The new policy will be 
shared with parents. 

 

Attendance - Be Here! We would like to take a moment to say how proud we are of the fantastic 
attendance across our school. It is wonderful to see so many students arriving each day ready to learn and 
take part. Regular attendance plays a vital role in students’ progress, confidence, and wellbeing. This 
positive rate is only possible thanks to the continued support from our families, and we truly appreciate 
the effort you make to ensure your child attends school every day! Let’s keep up the great work together 
and continue pushing up our attendance rate! Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 
We are aware that there will be temporary traffic lights in place along the Bickington Road from 18th 
May to 8th June leading up to the main roadworks which start on 15th June. We strongly advise all students 
to allow additional time for their journey and aim to arrive at least 30 minutes before the published start 
time of each exam as formal exams have to start within a published window of time. 
 



 

   

 

We therefore urge all families to plan ahead to avoid any disruption during this important period. If a 
student is delayed, please contact the school as soon as possible. 
 
 

The winners of the Y11 Maths revision raffle tickets are Harry, Hannah and Elisha – congratulations! The 
next is on the 19th May. The Maths department will be collecting any calculators that Year 11's no longer 
want after exams! They can exchange them for chocolate after their last Maths exam! 
Any donations gratefully received! 
 
Please Support Our Forest School Project – Teco blue tokens! Voting is open until the end of July. By 
voting for us, you’ll be helping us continue to provide Forest School opportunities that support wellbeing, 
engagement, and personal development for our secondary students. Simply make a purchase of any 
value at the Barnstaple or Bickington Tesco stores and you’ll receive a blue token - please pop it into The 
Park Forest School slot. The project with the most votes will receive up to £1,500, with £1,000 and £500 
awarded to second and third place. Every token makes a real difference. 
 

Ten Tors 2026 – A Weekend of Resilience and Pride. What a memorable weekend for our students. After 
thorough preparation at school, our teams headed to Okehampton Camp on Friday, settling in and making 

final route plans ahead of an early start on Saturday morning. Both teams showed remarkable 
determination throughout the challenge. Despite an early navigational setback for one team, the students 
demonstrated resilience, teamwork and perseverance, pushing on and supporting one another every step 
of the way.  

Team A finished strongly on Sunday afternoon, proud of their teamwork and navigation, while Team B 
completed their route later that day after an exhausting but inspiring effort, showing real grit in the face of 
adversity. 

Staff could not be prouder of all the students involved. Huge thanks go to the staff and support teams who 
gave up their time to make this experience possible, and to everyone who supported the event behind the 
scenes. Ten Tors 2026 truly showcased the character and resilience of our school community. 

          

           



 

   

 

 

Carnival queens on a mission!     Molly and Gracie are spreading joy (and chocolate eggs), raising £70 
and counting for NDADA - who needs a cape when you have a tiara? Thank you girls. 
 

      
 

 

Wishing you and your family a relaxing weekend. 

Kind regards 
Ms V Owen 
Headteacher  
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES - SEND 

 
Park SEND Team email: park.send@thsp.org.uk 

Park SEND Referral form: SEND Parent Referral Form – Fill in form 

Park SEND website page and newsletter link  SEND - The Park Community School 

Devon Information Service - https://devonias.org.uk/ 

North Devon Forum for Autistic Spectrum Conditions and ADHD https://www.ndfautism.co.uk/ 

 

mailto:park.send@thsp.org.uk
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/VEbTZEmcE3
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs/
https://devonias.org.uk/
https://www.ndfautism.co.uk/


 

   

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING AND ADVICE & SUPPORT FOR PARENTS/CARERS 

Mental Health website page link Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Advice and Support for Parents website page link Advice and Support for Parents 

 

SAFEGUARDING AND ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE AND INFORMATION 

 

Email: park.safeguarding@thsp.org.uk 

Safeguarding website page link: Safeguarding and Online Safety 

Safeguarding newsletter link: Safeguarding newsletter 
 
Resources in this newsletter: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-
my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/ 
 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/mental-wellbeing/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/advice-and-support-for-parents/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/safeguarding/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Safeguarding-ongoing-newsletter.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/


 

   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/REMINDERS 

    

Parent Calendar 
 

 Term Dates 
 

Website Facebook Page Instagram 
 

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information 

22nd May All Years PSHEE topic next week Year 7 – I am unique (careers) 
Year 8 – Bullying 
Year 9 – Quiz 
Year 10 – Pornography 
Year 11 – Revision 
Parents/carers have the right to withdraw 
their child from the non-statutory/non-

https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkBarnstaple/
https://www.instagram.com/park_community_school/


 

   

 

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information 

science components of sex education within 
RSE. Requests for withdrawal should be put 
in writing and addressed to the headteacher,  
email: park.headteacher@thsp.org.uk 

7th May to 16th 
June 

Year 11 GCSE Exams   

25th to 29th May All years Half term  

1st June All years Return to school All years return on timetable week 1 

2nd 4th and 5th 
June 

Y7, 8 ,9 
and 10 

Year Group Sports Day  

18th June All years Whole School Sports 
Day 

 

18th to 2nd June Year 10 Year 10 Mocks  

22nd June Year 7 Year 7 Parents’ Evening  

3rd July and 7th 
July 

Year 10 Art, Photography & 
Textile Mock 

 

3rd July Year 11 Prom  

8th July Year 7 – 
10 

Attitude to Learning 
(AtL) Reward Event - 
‘Inflatables Day’ 

By Invitation to those students in Y7 – 10 as 
an acknowledgment for their brilliant attitude 
to learning. Fun on the top field with bouncy 
castles, assault courses, bungee runs, surf 
simulators and other awesome games! 

14th to 17th July Year 10 Work Experience  

16th to 17th July Year 7, 8 
and 9 

Enrichment Days  

22nd July All years Last day of term Non uniform day, finishing at 12:30pm 

 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

Lost property must be claimed before 15:45 on Thursday 21st May 2026, after which, unclaimed items will 
be upcycled/donated.  Small sized items of Lost Property, such as glasses, ties, jewellery, watches, keys, 
earbuds and pencil cases etc, are kept behind the counter of Student Reception.  Students can enquire 
about or claim these smaller items during Student Reception opening hours.  Please name your 
belongings, especially PE tops and blazers. Thank you.   
 
 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL  

 



 

   

 

As a school, we are only able to accept prescribed medication, including pain relief medication that has 
been authorised by a doctor on a completed green form. Unfortunately, we do not have the capacity to 
store or administer over-the-counter pain relief for all students. Please note that green forms are intended 
as a short-term, temporary arrangement and not as a long-term solution. We appreciate your 
understanding and thank you for your continued cooperation. 
 
 
 

MISSED VACCINATIONS – IMMUNISATION TEAM VISIT  

 

Information from the School Immunisation Team 
 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

We will be re- visiting your child's school on the 24th June 2026 to see anyone who previously missed for 
their vaccination. This will be the last opportunity for your child to have any of these vaccines in school, 
this academic year.  

If you previously missed the deadline to consent to your Year 8 child having the HPV vaccine or your Year 
9 child having the DTP & Men ACWY vaccine, you can now access the links again or call us on 01392 
342678 where we will complete a consent over the phone.  

If you have already completed a consent form earlier this year or in a previous year you do not need to 
complete the form again. If you are unsure, please check your emails for a confirmation email or call us 
to check. 

Please note: The HPV vaccine is one dose first offered those in years 8, and the DTP & MenACWY vaccine 
is first offered to those in years 9 

 School Code: DV146094 

HPV Consent - www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/HPV.aspx  

DTP & MenACWY Consent - www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/DTP.aspx 

The link will close on the 23rd June 

If you have a child in Year 9, 10 or 11 and you think they have missed any of these vaccinations, please 
call us so we can check and advise.  

 Kind Regards 

 Devon Immunisation team 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

 
Please find a link to the Attendance Policy. 

Please report your child absent by emailing: park.attendance@thsp.org.uk 

FREE webinar on Emotionally Based School Avoidance: FREE WEBINAR School Avoidance.  

http://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/HPV.aspx
http://www.kernowimmunisations.co.uk/Forms/DTP.aspx
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/THSP_Attendance_Policy_March-26.pdf
https://discover.letsalltalkmentalhealth.co.uk/schoolavoidancemasterclass/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=%7B%7Badset.name%7D%7D&utm_campaign=%7B%7Bad.name%7D%7D&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1jFUU9xaBsSxQ3Vpffn4LlLkvORnr97xVzD2pm0fdZLChbHA6UWc9eKeA_aem_AaQLgXwMrIobUJ1Ylc7diQoWIeDqXqpNNsmmHSwjsQEEuJSg8q1-dUX2FMgmaPVhOYg6fcKh_EYOLPHNmXwQAHRH


 

   

 

Useful resource on EBSA: EBSA: Essential Guide for Parents | School Anxiety Support   

We understand that unexpected circumstances and illness can sometimes impact attendance. 

However, we would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends school regularly. 

• Talk to your child about the importance of attendance and the impact it can have on the results. 

• Discuss their options and courses for next year  

• If your child is experiencing difficulties that are impacting their attendance, please contact us. We 

are here to support you and your child in overcoming any challenges. 

 

PARK ONLINE LEARNING 

 

Often it is difficult for a child to come back into school after a period of absence due to missing lessons. 

Although we wouldn't expect someone to be working while they are unwell, we often get asked "How can 

my child catch up?". Our English, Maths and Science teams have put together this Remote Catch Up 

Curriculum to support students if they are absent. There is a page for each subject which then splits into 

Year groups: the lessons follow the same units and topics as the students are being taught in lessons - 

not as good as a real lesson but a great way to catch back up if your child has been absent. We hope you 

find it helpful. 

 

CAREERS 

 

View all Harbour Schools Partnership career opportunities click here. 

 

 

 

 

FOOD AT PARK AND FREE SCHOOL MEAL ENTITLEMENT INFORMATION 

 

https://www.edpsyched.co.uk/blog/ebsa-key-points-every-parent-should-know
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://harbourschoolspartnership.current-vacancies.com/Careers/Harbour-Schools-Partnership-Vacancy-Search-Page-1711


 

   

 

 
 
Information about our food service at Park - Food - The Park Community School.  
 
Apply for Free School Meals through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to 
apply and will result in you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on: 0345 
155 1019. 
 
 

RAISING FUNDS FOR PARK – SCHOOL LOTTERY AND EASY FUNDRAISING 

Did you know we have a School Lottery? You can join our weekly lottery from £1 per week and it’s an easy 
way to support our school and help raise funds - 40% of ticket sales come back to us. There is a guaranteed 
winner each week. It’s so easy to sign up and start supporting our school today - just click here Support 
The Park Community School when you play Your School Lottery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS FUNDRASING FOR UGANDA 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/park-life/food/
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school


 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

Part of the purchase price of this product will go towards raising funds for Park School. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 


