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25 September 2026 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It was lovely to have the warm sun back with us this week, especially as we welcomed prospective 

students and parents to our Open Evening last night. As ever, it was wonderful to show off the school 
with our fabulous student helpers sharing the subjects they love and how much they enjoy being at Park. 

From our surveys, we know that the parental support for Park is incredibly high; please do take the 
opportunity to spread the positive word about Park and ensure we have as many young people join us 

next year. We are holding Open Mornings next week with arrivals from 8.50 on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

 

House Captains 

This week, our Year 10 House Captains were awarded their new House ties, which highlight their 

contribution to Park School. Through the year amongst other duties, they will support in tutor groups, 
arrange events and activities within their Houses and be advocates of our school. Pictured below are the 

House Captains who are supporting our Open Mornings next week. 

 

 



 

   

 

Boys Football vs. GTS 
 

The Year 7 football team started with a fantastic 5 -1 victory at home to GTS. The boys showed excellent 
cooperation and teamwork and started to form some brilliant connections. Well done to Noah who 
finished with a hattrick! 
 

Our Year 8 team were on the road, away to GTS and were thrown the curve ball of an 11 a-side game 
(expecting it to be 9). After a slow start the boys found their rhythm beating their opponents by 9-1! Five 
different players got on the score sheet but a special mention to Luke who finished with three! 
 

The Year 9 team lost a couple of key players in the lead up to the game but still managed to put out a 
solid performance; final score 2-2. A special mention for Jenson who (in his words) scored the best goal 
of his career; well done! 
 

Our North Devon defending champions, Year 10 boys, showed their class in a fabulous 7-3 win over GTS. 
The long grass affected their short passing game, but they adapted well and were too strong for their 
opponents. A big mention to Alfie and Fletcher, whose work rate and tenacity were high throughout the 
game. 
 
Well done everyone for an excellent set of results. 
 
Impetigo: 
 

Following the letter sent to families earlier this week, we would like to remind parents and carers that we 
have been made aware of a small number of confirmed cases of impetigo in school. While impetigo is a 
common childhood skin infection and is usually easily treated, we encourage families to be aware of the 
symptoms and seek advice from a pharmacist or GP if they have any concerns. Further information is 
available on the NHS website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/ 

Year 7:  

The Year 7 Snack Shack is temporarily closed; however, we want to reassure parents and carers that 
Year 7 students start their lunchtime 5 minutes early allowing them to line up at the canteen, fast food 

area and the other snack shack before other year groups arrive. 

I hope you and your family have a relaxing weekend. 

Kind regards 

 
Ms V Owen 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/


 

   

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES - SEND 

 
Park SEND Team email: park.send@thsp.org.uk 

Park SEND Referral form: SEND Parent Referral Form – Fill in form 
Park SEND website page and all newsletters link  SEND - The Park Community School 
Devon Information Service - https://devonias.org.uk/ 
North Devon Forum for Autistic Spectrum Conditions and ADHD https://www.ndfautism.co.uk/ 

 

SAFEGUARDING, MENTAL HEALTH AND ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE AND INFORMATION 

Email: park.safeguarding@thsp.org.uk 
Safeguarding website page and all newsletters link: Safeguarding and Online Safety 

Mental Health website page link Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Advice and Support for Parents website page link Advice and Support for Parents 

 

 
 
 

mailto:park.send@thsp.org.uk
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/VEbTZEmcE3
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs/
https://devonias.org.uk/
https://www.ndfautism.co.uk/
mailto:park.safeguarding@thsp.org.uk
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/safeguarding/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/mental-wellbeing/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/advice-and-support-for-parents/


 

   

 

 

STUDENT NOTICES/WHAT’S ON IN SCHOOL 

 

Key Stage 3 PE - kit required 
 

Please find below a table outlining the kit your students will need for their PE lessons over the first 3 half 
terms. Please support your children in ensuring they have what they need for their lessons throughout 
the week. 
 

Year 7 have now been sorted into their new PE groups. These have been done based on previous 
experience and ability levels to ensure that they all feel comfortable, secure and happy and have the 
best chance of making good progress.  Their PE codes will change shortly on their Arbour timetable. 
We understand that students may not have their full kit with them this week but will need to have it with 
them from next. 
 

Year 8 & 9 will be in the same groups as previously unless a specific change has been made. 

  

PE Group Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 

Pe1 (Top boys) 

Double Football 
(boots*, long socks 
and shin pads) 
Single Table Tennis 
(trainers and PE kit) 
 

Double Rugby 
(boots*, long socks, 
Gum shield and shin 
pads) 
Single Basketball 
and Weights room 
fitness (trainers and 
PE kit) 
 

Double 
Rugby/Football 
(boots*, long socks, 
Gum shield and shin 
pads) 
Single Badminton 
(trainers and PE kit) 
 

Pe2 (Top girls) 

Double Football 
(boots*, long socks 
and shin pads) 
Single Netball 
(trainers and PE kit) 
 

 

Double Rugby 
(boots*, long socks, 
Gum shield and shin 
pads) 
Single Table Tennis 
(trainers and PE kit) 
 

 

Double 
Rugby/Football 
(boots*, long socks, 
Gum shield and shin 
pads) 
Single Weights room 
fitness (trainers and 
PE kit) 

Pe3 (Middle boys) 

 

Double Hockey & 
Table Tennis (boots*, 
long socks, Gum 
shield and shin pads) 
Single Football 
(boots*, long socks 
and shin pads) 

Double Weights 
room fitness and 
Badminton (PE kit 
and trainers) 
Single Rugby 
(boots*, long socks, 
Gum shield and shin 
pads) 
 

Double Badminton/ 
Pickleball (PE kit and 
trainers) 
Single 
Netball/Handball 
and table tennis 
(trainers and PE kit) 



 

   

 

PE Group Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 

Pe4 (Middle girls) 

Double Table Tennis 
& Basketball 
(trainers and PE kit) 
Single Badminton 
(trainers, PE kit) 
 

 

Double Gymnastics 
& Netball (trainers 
and PE kit) 
Single Gymnastics & 
Netball (trainers and 
PE kit) 
 

 

Double Dance & 
Orienteering 
(trainers and PE kit) 
Single Table tennis 
and Dance (trainers 
and PE kit) 
 

Pe5 (Lower) 

Double Badminton & 
Gymnastics (trainers 
and PE kit) 
Single Weights 
room/fitness and 
Gymnastics 
(trainers, PE kit) 
 

Double Badminton & 
Gymnastics (trainers 
and PE kit) 
Single Football 
(trainers, Shin pads, 
PE kit) 
 

Double Orienteering 
and weights room 
fitness (trainers and 
PE kit) 
Single Orienteering 
and Netball (trainers 
and PE kit) 
 

 

 

Trainers - to keep our PE areas clean and to ensure students look after their feet, we ask that students 
have a different pair of trainers with them for their PE lessons and are not wearing their school 
shoes/trainers. 
 

*Boots - we recommend short plastic fixed studded boots (not long screw ins). These can be worn on the 
astro and field and students will get much better use out of these. 

 
 

 
 



 

   

 

ART@THE PARK 

 

   
 

 

 
 
 



 

   

 

 
 
 
Stationery - These items are available for students to purchase from Student Reception. Opening hours 
are Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 8:45am, breaktimes and lunchtimes.   A reminder that we are a 
cashless school – should students wish to purchase items from Student Reception or top up their dinner 
money account; they are able to use a debit card. Students are not able to buy items from Student 
Reception using their dinner money account. 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/REMINDERS 

    

Parent Calendar 
 

 Term Dates 
 

Website Facebook Page Instagram 
 

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information 

2nd October All Years PSHEE topics Year 7 – online safety 
Year 8 - sexual images and videos 

Year 9 - online pressure 

Year 10 – work experience 

Year 11 – online presence and safety 

Parents/carers have the right to withdraw 
their child from the non-statutory/non-
science components of sex education within 
RSE. Requests for withdrawal should be put 
in writing and addressed to the headteacher,  

email: park.headteacher@thsp.org.uk 

2026 - 27 All Years View our term dates Term Dates 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkBarnstaple/
https://www.instagram.com/park_community_school/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-calendar/


 

   

 

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information 

2026 - 27 All Years View our Parent calendar Parent Calendar 

21st October  Year 7 Tutor Evening Bookings open on Monday 5th October at 6pm 
www.parents-
booking.co.uk/theparkcommunity 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

 
Please find a link to the Attendance Policy. 

Please report your child absent by emailing: park.attendance@thsp.org.uk 

FREE webinar on Emotionally Based School Avoidance: FREE WEBINAR School Avoidance.  

Useful resource on EBSA: EBSA: Essential Guide for Parents | School Anxiety Support   

We understand that unexpected circumstances and illness can sometimes impact attendance. 

However, we would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends school regularly. 

• Talk to your child about the importance of attendance and the impact it can have on the results. 

• Discuss their options and courses for next year  

• If your child is experiencing difficulties that are impacting their attendance, please contact us. We 

are here to support you and your child in overcoming any challenges. 

PARK ONLINE LEARNING 

 

Often it is difficult for a child to come back into school after a period of absence due to missing lessons. 

Although we wouldn't expect someone to be working while they are unwell, we often get asked "How can 

my child catch up?". Our English, Maths and Science teams have put together this Remote Catch Up 

Curriculum to support students if they are absent. There is a page for each subject which then splits into 

Year groups: the lessons follow the same units and topics as the students are being taught in lessons - 

not as good as a real lesson but a great way to catch back up if your child has been absent. We hope you 

find it helpful. 

 

 

 

 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/calendar/
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/theparkcommunity
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/theparkcommunity
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/THSP_Attendance_Policy_March-26.pdf
https://discover.letsalltalkmentalhealth.co.uk/schoolavoidancemasterclass/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=%7B%7Badset.name%7D%7D&utm_campaign=%7B%7Bad.name%7D%7D&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1jFUU9xaBsSxQ3Vpffn4LlLkvORnr97xVzD2pm0fdZLChbHA6UWc9eKeA_aem_AaQLgXwMrIobUJ1Ylc7diQoWIeDqXqpNNsmmHSwjsQEEuJSg8q1-dUX2FMgmaPVhOYg6fcKh_EYOLPHNmXwQAHRH
https://www.edpsyched.co.uk/blog/ebsa-key-points-every-parent-should-know
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed


 

   

 

CAREERS/VACANCIES 

 

View all The Park School and all Harbour Schools Partnership career opportunities click here. 

Current vacancies: 

• Kitchen Assistant 

• Design and Technology Teacher 

 

FOOD AT PARK AND FREE SCHOOL MEAL ENTITLEMENT INFORMATION 

 

 

 
Information about our food service at Park - Food - The Park Community School.  
 
Apply for Free School Meals through the Devon Citizens Portal.  
 
 

RAISING FUNDS FOR PARK – SCHOOL LOTTERY AND EASY FUNDRAISING 

Did you know we have a School Lottery? You can join our weekly lottery from £1 per week and it’s an easy 

way to support our school and help raise funds - 40% of ticket sales come back to us. There is a guaranteed 

winner each week. It’s so easy to sign up and start supporting our school today - just click here Support 

The Park Community School when you play Your School Lottery. 

 

https://harbourschoolspartnership.current-vacancies.com/Careers/Harbour-Schools-Partnership-Vacancy-Search-Page-1711
https://theparkschool.org.uk/park-life/food/
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school


 

   

 

 

 

 

STUDENT FUNDRAISING 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

Open Call Art Exhibition - Community Through a Screen 
Studio Kind, our local art gallery has an open call exhibition for 16 - 30 year olds. 

Please see the visit this link to view information about the exhibition and how to take part. 

 

 

https://www.studiokind.org.uk/exhibitions/community-through-a-screen
https://www.studiokind.org.uk/exhibitions/community-through-a-screen


 

   

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 


