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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We were delighted that our Open Mornings were such a success this week. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to share our fantastic school with prospective parents and showcase everything that makes 
Park School so special. I was incredibly proud of our KS3 Park Prefects, who guided visitors around the 

school with confidence, enthusiasm and maturity. They were knowledgeable, articulate and clearly 
proud of their school, serving as excellent ambassadors for our community. They are an absolute credit 

to Park School. Staff supported the tours, but it was our students who truly shone and demonstrated the 
confidence, character and kindness we seek to develop in all our young people. 

I would also like to thank our students for their patience and positivity today. Due to staff illness within 
our catering team, lunchtime service was unfortunately slower than usual. Despite the delays, students 

showed great maturity, waiting patiently and responding with good humour, kindness and smiles 
throughout. Their conduct was a real reflection of the positive culture we are proud to have at Park 

School. 

 

Autumn 2026 Parent/Carer Survey - we greatly value your feedback and views about our school. Your 
responses help us understand what is working well and where we can continue to improve.  We would 
be grateful if you could complete our Autumn 2026 parent/carer survey via the link below: 
 

Parent & Carer Survey - Autumn 2026 – Fill in form 

 

The survey contains a number of statements about the school. Please select the response that best 
reflects your views, choosing one answer per statement. If you are unable to answer a particular 
question, please leave it blank. Where possible, please include comments alongside your responses. 
These are extremely helpful in enabling us to understand your views, celebrate areas of strength, and 
identify opportunities to further improve our provision and support for pupils and families. 
 

If you have more than one child attending the school, we would appreciate it if you could complete a 
separate questionnaire for each child. Please note that this is an anonymous survey and will close at 
5pm on Wednesday 14th October 2026. We look forward to hearing your views. 
 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/XX2VWxyEkA


 

   

 

A reminder that the weather is beginning to change, with rain and poorer conditions forecast over the 
coming days. Please ensure students bring appropriate outdoor clothing and waterproofs to school, so 
they are prepared for the wetter weather. 

We have also accumulated a record amount of lost property this week. Please can I encourage families 
to clearly label all items of clothing, equipment and personal belongings, as this makes it much easier to 

reunite lost items with their owners. 

 
Friday 16th October is Wear Red Day – next Friday, we will be supporting the national anti-racism 
campaign, Show Racism the Red Card. Students and staff are invited to wear one red item of clothing 

alongside their normal school uniform as a visible sign of support for equality, inclusion and respect. 
This is not a non-uniform day, but an opportunity for our school community to stand together and 

reinforce the message that racism has no place in our school or society. We encourage everyone to take 
part in this important initiative. 

 

GCSE Film Students had an exciting opportunity to attend the Film Devon event, where they heard 
inspiring talks from industry professionals who have worked on productions for Disney, Netflix and the 
BBC. Students were able to take part in engaging Q&A sessions, giving them the chance to ask questions 

and gain valuable insights into careers within the film industry. They also had the opportunity to explore 
and experience the latest technology used in filmmaking, providing a hands-on look at how films and 

television productions are brought to life as well as future career prospects and opportunities within the 

industry. Mr Humphreys, Mrs Bruce and Mrs Jones were thoroughly impressed by the engagement of the 
students and how they positively represented the school with excellent manners and professionalism.   

   

 

Congratulations to Jesse who won the Southwest Gymnastics competition last weekend for his age 

group and has been asked to represent the Southwest at the Nationals! 

 
We are incredibly proud of ex Park student Jack Partridge, class of 2023 and ex-Head Prefect who gave 
a speech about apprenticeship opportunities at Appledore Shipyard at The Labour Party Conference this 
week and even introduced Wes Streeting. Read more and listen to Jack's speech here.  
 
 
Sam Oakes, ex Park student is performing in A Christmas Carol, at the Queens Theatre in November 
as part of a UK-wide tour with the Dickens Theatre Company. Year 10 and Year 11 students have an 

https://www.northdevongazette.co.uk/news/north-devon-apprentice-introduces-defence-sec-at-labour-conference-9207930?fbclid=IwdGRjcAUoj65leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mBWZkaWQWUPUB1eYWuUwJ-il-L4YTC8T-BlK4h3NydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR7XfBH5_yJXROUdK-uwsuD7sWAvvz6HMM7BXecDCRO2jsMsCQircHDnXTpDcg_aem_ewKt5fOcPjFv7XF5iON9zQ


 

   

 

opportunity to visit with school and tickets are also available to buy – book here. Find out more in the 
community pages at the end of the newsletter. 
 
I hope you and your family have a relaxing weekend. 

Kind regards 

 
Ms V Owen 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES - SEND 

 
Park SEND Team email: park.send@thsp.org.uk 

Park SEND Referral form: SEND Parent Referral Form – Fill in form 
Park SEND website page and all newsletters link  SEND - The Park Community School 
Devon Information Service - https://devonias.org.uk/ 
North Devon Forum for Autistic Spectrum Conditions and ADHD https://www.ndfautism.co.uk/ 

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has produced a new leaflet to support children and young 
people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in mainstream schools when receiving 
vaccinations. UKHSA 13544 Information for Parents Leaflet 

 

 

 

https://queenstheatre-barnstaple.com/events/a-christmas-carol/
mailto:park.send@thsp.org.uk
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/VEbTZEmcE3
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/special-educational-needs/
https://devonias.org.uk/
https://www.ndfautism.co.uk/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/UKHSA_13544_Information_for_SEND_for_Parents_Leaflet_A5_10b_WEB.pdf


 

   

 

SAFEGUARDING, MENTAL HEALTH AND ONLINE SAFETY ADVICE AND INFORMATION 

Email: park.safeguarding@thsp.org.uk 
Safeguarding website page and all newsletters link: Safeguarding and Online Safety 

Mental Health website page link Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Advice and Support for Parents website page link Advice and Support for Parents 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:park.safeguarding@thsp.org.uk
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/safeguarding/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/about-our-school/mental-wellbeing/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/advice-and-support-for-parents/


 

   

 

 

STUDENT /PARENT NOTICES/WHAT’S ON IN SCHOOL 

 
Lost Property   There are many items in Lost Property.  Please name everything - especially blazers, ties, 
coats, shin pads and water bottles.  Smaller items are kept behind the counter - so please speak to 
Student Reception regarding missing ties, pencil cases, keys, jewellery or glasses etc.  Lost property 
must be claimed by students before 3pm on Friday 23rd October 2026.  All unclaimed items will be 
upcycled. 
 

 

    
 
 
 

 



 

   

 

 

ART@THE PARK 

 

   
 

 

 
 



 

   

 

 

 
 
 
Stationery - These items are available for students to purchase from Student Reception. Opening hours 
are Monday to Friday - 8:30am to 8:45am, breaktimes and lunchtimes.   A reminder that we are a 
cashless school – should students wish to purchase items from Student Reception or top up their dinner 
money account; they are able to use a debit card. Students are not able to buy items from Student 
Reception using their dinner money account. 

 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS/REMINDERS 

    

Parent Calendar 
 

 Term Dates 
 

Website Facebook Page Instagram 
 

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information 

9th October All Years PSHEE topics Year 7 – hygiene and periods 
Year 8 – becoming a teenager 
Year 9 – physical self-care 

Year 10 – taking responsibility 

Year 11 – how to revise 

Parents/carers have the right to withdraw 
their child from the non-statutory/non-
science components of sex education 
within RSE. Requests for withdrawal 
should be put in writing and addressed to 
the headteacher,  

email: park.headteacher@thsp.org.uk 

2026 - 27 All Years View our term dates Term Dates 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-calendar/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ParkBarnstaple/
https://www.instagram.com/park_community_school/
https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates-calendar/


 

   

 

Date Year/s Name of Event/Activity Information 

2026 - 27 All Years View our Parent calendar Parent Calendar 

6th October Year 7 Photo order Please order your photos by 6th October for 
free delivery to school. Orders after this 
date will be subject to relevant postage 
and sent to your home address. Please see 
the information on your proof card for 
ordering a portrait photo.  
Any issues or requests for codes, please 
contact Gillman & Soame directly:  
Tel: 01869 328200 
Email: enquiries@gillmanandsoame.co.uk 

13th October Year 10 

And 

Year 11 

Year 10 Transition Evening 

 
Year 11 Exam Ready Evening 

Year 10 Transition Evening letter 

 
Year 11 Exam Ready Evening letter 

21st October  Year 7 Tutor Evening Bookings open on Monday 5th October at 
6pm 
www.parents-
booking.co.uk/theparkcommunity 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

 
Please find a link to the Attendance Policy. 

Please report your child absent by emailing: park.attendance@thsp.org.uk 

FREE webinar on Emotionally Based School Avoidance: FREE WEBINAR School Avoidance.  

Useful resource on EBSA: EBSA: Essential Guide for Parents | School Anxiety Support   

We understand that unexpected circumstances and illness can sometimes impact attendance. 

However, we would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child attends school regularly. 

• Talk to your child about the importance of attendance and the impact it can have on the results. 

• Discuss their options and courses for next year  

• If your child is experiencing difficulties that are impacting their attendance, please contact us. We 

are here to support you and your child in overcoming any challenges. 

 

 

 

 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/parents/calendar/
mailto:enquiries@gillmanandsoame.co.uk
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Year-10-Transition-Evening-131026-Letter-to-Parent_Carer.pdf
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Y11-Exam-Ready-Evening-131026-Letter-to-Parent_Carer.pdf
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/theparkcommunity
http://www.parents-booking.co.uk/theparkcommunity
https://theparkschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/THSP_Attendance_Policy_March-26.pdf
https://discover.letsalltalkmentalhealth.co.uk/schoolavoidancemasterclass/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=%7B%7Badset.name%7D%7D&utm_campaign=%7B%7Bad.name%7D%7D&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR1jFUU9xaBsSxQ3Vpffn4LlLkvORnr97xVzD2pm0fdZLChbHA6UWc9eKeA_aem_AaQLgXwMrIobUJ1Ylc7diQoWIeDqXqpNNsmmHSwjsQEEuJSg8q1-dUX2FMgmaPVhOYg6fcKh_EYOLPHNmXwQAHRH
https://www.edpsyched.co.uk/blog/ebsa-key-points-every-parent-should-know


 

   

 

 

PARK ONLINE LEARNING 

 

Often it is difficult for a child to come back into school after a period of absence due to missing lessons. 

Although we wouldn't expect someone to be working while they are unwell, we often get asked "How can 

my child catch up?". Our English, Maths and Science teams have put together this Remote Catch Up 

Curriculum to support students if they are absent. There is a page for each subject which then splits into 

Year groups: the lessons follow the same units and topics as the students are being taught in lessons - 

not as good as a real lesson but a great way to catch back up if your child has been absent. We hope you 

find it helpful. 

 

CAREERS/VACANCIES 

 

View all The Park School and all Harbour Schools Partnership career opportunities click here. 

Current vacancies: 

• Kitchen Assistant 

• Design and Technology Teacher 

 

FOOD AT PARK AND FREE SCHOOL MEAL ENTITLEMENT INFORMATION 

 

 

https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://thepat-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/craig_tamlyn_thsp_org_uk/Esa2lFgxc71Bs44ShW1DL_YBm_VDrk-PeF1fqrtG_Zwhfg?e=87D5Ed
https://harbourschoolspartnership.current-vacancies.com/Careers/Harbour-Schools-Partnership-Vacancy-Search-Page-1711


 

   

 

 
Information about our food service at Park - Food - The Park Community School.  
 
Apply for Free School Meals through the Devon Citizens Portal.  
 
 

RAISING FUNDS FOR PARK – SCHOOL LOTTERY AND EASY FUNDRAISING 

Did you know we have a School Lottery? You can join our weekly lottery from £1 per week and it’s an easy 

way to support our school and help raise funds - 40% of ticket sales come back to us. There is a guaranteed 

winner each week. It’s so easy to sign up and start supporting our school today - just click here Support 

The Park Community School when you play Your School Lottery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theparkschool.org.uk/park-life/food/
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/the-park-community-school


 

   

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 

 

Open Call Art Exhibition - Community Through a Screen 
Studio Kind, our local art gallery has an open call exhibition for 16 - 30 year olds. 

Please see the visit this link to view information about the exhibition and how to take part. 

 

 

 

Girls/ladies basketball club at Pilton College,  
Tuesdays 6.15 to 7.15 pm.  

If you are interested, please join our friendly group to 
have some fun playing basketball. 

 

For any information about North Devon Bucks or junior 
basketball in the area, please contact: 

davidropersports@gmail.com or phone 07969368553. 
 

 

https://www.studiokind.org.uk/exhibitions/community-through-a-screen
https://www.studiokind.org.uk/exhibitions/community-through-a-screen
mailto:davidropersports@gmail.com


 

   

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 


